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Sir  Richard  Ellys ,  Bar* 


SIR, 

YO  U  was  pleafed  to  favour  the  De~ 
lign  of  the  following  Differtation 
with  your  Approbation,  when  1 
^  had  the  honour  to  lay  it  before  you  ; 

and  to  aflift  my  Enquiry  into  a  SubjeCt 
LomeWhat  uncommon,  with  the  Ufe  of  your 
^noble  Library.  What  owes  Co  much  to  your 
—Encouragement,  is  now  humbly  offered  t6 
you  for  your  Patronage. 

You  will  perceive,  from  your  hearty  Con- 
*cern  for  the  Honour  of  Revelation,  the  Im¬ 
portance  of  difeovering  the  Fallacy  of  the 
Ynore  popular  Objections  againft  the  Hebrew 
Conftitution,  and  of  fhewing  them  to  be 
groundlefs  and  unrcafonable  5  whatever  In¬ 
fluence  they  may  have  on  an  Age  inclined  to 
Unbelief,  and  where  Ignotancc  of  the  true 
Defigns  and  Nature  of  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment  makes  it  not  eafy  for  all  to  find  out 
the  Fallacy  of  the  Objections,  or  the  molt 
proper  Anfwers  to  them. 
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It  will  give  me  much : better:',  hope,  this 
Diflertation  may  be  of  fome  Service  to  the 
World,  if  it  fhall  appear  to  anfwer  this  De- 
fign  iu  the  judgment  of  a  Perfon,  whofc 
exfenfive  and  accurate  Knowledge  in  the  fe- 
vcral  Parts  of  Learning,  whofc  great  Under- 
ftanding  in  particular  in  the  Language,  Laws 
and  Cuftoms  of  the  Hebrews,  Civil  and  Re¬ 
ligious,  enables  him  to  difeern  fo  clearly 
through  all  Obfcurity  of  the  Subject,  the 
juft  Weight  of  any  Reafons  offered  in  Vindi¬ 
cation  of  the  divine  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs 
of  this  Part  of  Revelation. 

Gentlemen  of  higher  Rank  and  Under- 
ftanding,  have  a  very  ufeful  Influence,  when 
Examples  of  Virtue  and  Religion  :  Where  it 
appears  they  are  themfelves  well  perfuaded 
of  the  Truths  of  Revelation,  by  making  the 
Doctrines  it  teaches  the  Rule  of  their  Lives, 
and  the  Hopes  it  gives  the  Foundation  of  their 
Peace  and  joy  5  It  ferves  much  to  break  the 
Force  and  Prejudice  of  Cuftom,  in  favour  of 
Unbelief.  Minds  not  quite  loft  in  Infidelity, 
or  Vice,  will  refped  the  Judgment  of  the 
wife,  the  unbiafled,  and  impartial  ;  and  the 
Example  of  the  knowing,  the  judicious  and 
the  virtuous,  more  than  the  Opinions  of  the 
ignorant,  and  thoughtlefs,  or  than  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  the  prejudiced,  or  thevitious. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  publick  Ufefulnefs,  even  in 
the  Retirements  of  private  Life :  It  ferves  the 
moft  dcfirable  pubiick  Good,  as  it  promotes 

national 
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mtiorial  Virtue  and 'Righteoufnefs,  which  beft 
eftablifh  and  exalt  a  Nation. 

This  is  moreover  a  real  perfonal  Honour 
in  the  fight  Of  God,  as  well  as  in  the  Efteem 
of  the  beft  of  Men  5  a  moft  valuable  Orna¬ 
ment  and  Addition  to  Honours  derived  from 
ancient  and  noble  Families,  from  eminent 
and  iliuftrious  Anceftors. 

That  it  may  pleafe  God  to  prolong  a  Life 
fo  defirable  for  the  publick  Good,  and  grant 
you  the  Support  and  Comforts  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  Hope,  in  whatever  the  Providence  of 
God  may  appoint  for  the  Exercife  and  Im* 
provement  of  your  Faith  and  Patience ;  and 
finally  crown  you  with  the  unmixed  Happi- 
nefs  of  that  Life  and  Immortality  brought  to 
light  in  the  Chriftian  Revelation,  is  the  hearty 
Prayer  of. 


SIR , 

Tour  moft  faithful 

obliged  humble  Servant, 


* 

Moses  Lovman. 
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DISSERTATION 

ON  THE 

Civil  Government 

OF  THE 

HEBREWS. 

INTRODUCTION. 

IT  is  fomewhat  furprizing,  that  when  To 
many  able  Hands  have  undertaken  to 
explain  the  religious  Rites  and  Ceremo¬ 
nies,  the  civil  Laws  and  Juftice  of  the 
HebrewChmdy  and  Commonwealth;  lb  very 
few  fhould  have  undertaken  to  explain  the 
Form  and  Polity  of  the  Government  itfelf. 

The  Hebrew  Commonwealth  is,  without 
queftion,  one  of  the  moll  ancient  of  the 
World,  and  juftly  looked  upon  as  a  Model 
of  Government  of  divine  Original ;  it  will 
deferve  our  Attention,  as  much  Hire,  as  any 
of  the  Forms  of  Government  in  the  ancient 
times,  either  among  the  Egyptians ,  Greeks , 
or  Romans.  It  fhould  more  efpecially  de¬ 
ferve  our  Attention  as  Chrifuans,  who  own 
the  Laws  delivered  by  Mofes  to  the  Hebrew 
Nation,  to  have  been  given  by  the  Oracle  of 
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God,  and  cftablifhcd  by  Authority  of  the 
fupreme  Governour  of  the  World  ;  in  which 
therefore,  we  may  expect  to  find  a  wife  and 
excellent  Model,  becoming  the  Wifdom  of 
fuch  a  Lawgiver. 

It  will  yet  further  deferve  our  Attention, 
as  a  right  Undemanding  of  feveral  Parts  of 
the  religious  Rites  and  Conftitutions  of  that 
Church3 will  much  depend  upon  a  right  Un- 
derftanding  of  their  civil  Polity  and  Govern¬ 
ment  >  for  in  this  Conftitution  both  are 
much  intermix’d  with  each  other,  fo  that 
the  one  is  not  clearly  to  be  underftood  with¬ 
out  the  other.  This  Conftitution.  is  there¬ 
fore  well  called  a  Theocracy,  by  Jofephus  > 
or  a  Government  of  God,  in  which  God 
himfclf  condefccnded  to  govern  the  Hebrew 
Nation,  with  the  Title  and  Authority  of  their 
King.  It  is  to  the  fame  fenfe  Havid  fpeaks 
of  the  Succeflion  of  his  Son  Solomon ,  that 
i  chron.  he  was  chofen  to  fit  upon  the  Throne  of 
5.  tjoe  Kingdom  of  Jehovah ,  over  Ifrael.  So 
that  the  Laws  of  Religion  and  State,  in  this 
Commonwealth,  have  a  great  Reference  to 
one  another,  God  being  con  iidcred  the  Ob¬ 
ject  of  their  religious  Worfhip  as  the  one 
only  true  and  lupreme  God,  and  their  fu- 
preme  civil  Magiftrate  as  the  political  Head  of 
their  State  Hence  learned  Men  *  have  very 
juftly  obferved,  that  the  Form  of  the  Taber¬ 
nacle,  the  Splendor  of  its  Ornaments,  the 

Service 

*  Spencer  de  leg.  Hebrae.  DifTert.  de  Theocrat.  Judaico, 
c.  v,  §.  1.  Wiifu  Theocrat.  Ifraelit.  §.  ix,  Cc. 
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Service  and  Attendance  of  the  Priefts  and 
Levites,  and  the  Revenues  belonging  to  the 
Tabernacle,  have  a  Regard  to  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  of  the  Court  and 
Palace  of  the  King  of  Ifrael ,  as  well  as  to 
the  religious  Worfhip  of  the  God  of  Ifrael. 
So  that  even  thefe  Parts  of  the  religious  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Hebrews  will  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  underftood,  by  a  right  Knowledge  of  the 
political  Conftitutions  of  their  Government, 
and  by  the  Light  fuch  Knowledge  has 
thrown  upon  them,  in  feveral  Inftances,  and 
may  yet  further  give  unto  them,  I  apprehend, 
in  many  more. 

Finally,  this  Knowledge  of  the  true  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Hebrew  Government  will, 

I  think,  be  of  confiderable  ufe  on  another 
account.  Some  have  fallen  with  uncom¬ 
mon  Severity  both  on  the  religious  and  po¬ 
litical  Conftitutions  of  Mofes ,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  reprefent  them  not  only  as  unwife 
and  unequal,  but  as  moft  unjuft,  tyrannical, 
and  cruel.  Thefe  Conftitutions  are  faid  to 
be  “a  Refinement  on  the  Superftition  of 
“  Egypt ;  and  that  to  fuppofe  or  affirm 
“  any  of  them  of  the  true  God,  muft  be 
“  equally  abfurd  and  blafphemous  *  ” 

Every  Lover  of  Truth  will  juftly  expeft  fo 
heavy  a  Charge,  drawn  up  in  fo  infolent 
Terms,  fhould  be  fupported  with  good  Vouch¬ 
ers;  and  that. the  Conftitutions  of  the  He¬ 
brew  Government,  as  publifhed  by  Mofes , 

B  2  fhould 
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fhould  plainly  appear  fo  abfurd,  tyrannical, 
and  blafphemous,  as  they  arc  reprefented  to 
be,  by  plain  Inflances  of  fome  of  the  Con- 
ftitutions  themfclvcs  that  are  fo ;  whereas  a 
right  Underhanding  of  the  Polity  of  that 
Government,  as  fettled  by  Mofes  in  the 
Name  of  God,  would  {hew,  that  the  mod 
fpccious  Objections  arc  meer  Blunders,  and 
Miftakes,  and  are  founded  on  an  utter  Igno¬ 
rance  of  the  true  Hebrew  Conftitutions,  or 
on  fuch  Good-will  to  cenfure  and  condemn 
them,  as  dares  firft  to  falfify  them,  in  order 
afterwards  to  treat  them  as  ridiculous  or 
criminal. 

It  mull  be  allow’d  however,  that  this  Sub¬ 
ject  is  not  without  its  Obfcurity.  The  Ma¬ 
terials  we  have  whereby  to  difeover  the  po¬ 
litical  Form  of  this  very  ancient  Govern¬ 
ment,  arc  not  fo  many  or  lo  full,  as  we  have 
for  fome  of  the  more  modern  Governments 
of  Greece ,  or  the  Commonwealth  of  Rome. 
And  tho’  we  have  many  Authors  of  Hebrew 
Rcpublicks,  who  with  great  Diligence  and 
Learning,  have  treated  of  their  Religion  > 
yet  few  have  treated  with  Exactnefs  and 
Judgment,  of  the  political  Government  of 
their  State. 

The  Jus  privatum  of  the  Hebrews ,  the 
Laws,  Judges,  and  Courts,  whereby  private 
Juftice  was  admin  idred  between  Man  and 
Man,  and  their  Perfons  and  Properties  defend¬ 
ed  againd  private  Fraud  and  Violence,  have 
been  largely  confidercd  by  Authors  of  great 
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Judgment  and  Learning,  who  have  ffiewn 
with  plain  Evidence,  that  they  are  every  way 
equal  for  Wifdom,  Juftice,  and  Equity,  to 
the  Laws  of  any  the  greateft  and  mod  cele¬ 
brated  Lawgivers ;  many  of  which  were  very 
likely  copyed  after  thefe. 

But  the  Jus  publicum ,  the  Form  of  the 
Government  itfelf,  the  Orders  by  which,  and 
the  Officers  by  whom  the  publick  Adions 
of  Peace  and  War,  and  the  colledive  Force 
of  the  whole  Commonwealth  were  to  be  di- 
reded  ;  and  the  *  Crimma  Ufa  Majeftatis , 
or  treafonable  Offences  againft  the  Honour, 
Authority  and  Safety  of  the  State  in  general, 
have  been  paffed  over  very  flightly  by  the 
fame  learned  Authors,  it  may  be  in  part,  be- 
caufe  the  few  Materials  to  be  found  in  fo 
fhort  an  Hiftory,  were  thought  infufficient  to 
give  a  juft  Model  of  the  publick  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  in  part,  becaufe  the  Religion  and 
the  private  Juftice  of  this  Nation  were  ac- 
counted’Subjeds  of  greater  Ufe  and  Concern. 

The  Materials  are  indeed  few,  and  fcanty 
enough ;  and  therefore  we  are  not  to  exped 
fuch  an  Account  of  the  Hebrew  Government, 
as  we  have  of  modern  Governments,  of  the 
German  Empire,  France ,  or  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  or  even  of  the  more  ancient  Com¬ 
monwealths  of  Rome ,  and  in  Greece ,  whofe 
larger  Hiftories  fhew  their  Conftitutions  fo 
lully,  as  to  point  out  the  Wifdom  and  Ex- 

B  3  cellency, 

*  Corvini  Def.  Juris,  p.  m.  264.  Inflit.  iv.  Tit.  xviii. 
3-  3-  de  laefa  Majeftate. 
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cellency,  or  the  Defects  and  Faults  of  the  fe- 
vcral  Parts  of  them. 

YetthcHiftoryof  the  SeettlemcntoftheAfe- 
brew  Nation  in  the  promifed  Land,  and  the 
fcveral  Laws  flill  on  Record  in  the  Books  of 
MofeSy  will, I  apprehend, if  carefully  confidered, 
and  put  together,  give  fuchan  account  of  the 
Hebrew  Conflitution,  as  may  help  us  to  form 
in  general  a  true  Idea  of  the  Plan  and  Model 
of  it  5  fuch  an  Idea  as  will  appear  abfolutely 
inconfiflent  with  the  ambitious  and  tyranni¬ 
cal  Views  of  an  arbitrary  and  opprellive  Go¬ 
vernment,  with  which  Mofes  has  been  fo 
weakly,  as  well  as  falfely  charged  ;  and  fuch 
an  Idea,  as  will  fhew  this  Conflitution  calcu¬ 
lated  in  its  whole  Delign,  and  fitted  with  the 
mofl  political  Wifdom,  to  preferve  the  Pro¬ 
perty,  Liberty,  and  Security  of  the  People, 
and  therewith  the  Profefiion  of  the  true  Re¬ 
ligion  and  the  Worfhip  of  the  one  true  God, 
againfl  the  univerfal  Idolatry  of  the  World  j 
and  to  fecure  them  from  the  Danger  of  all  At¬ 
tempts,  either  by  Foreign  Force  or  Dornef- 
tick  Ambition :  As  it  will  clearly  appear  that 
no  fuch  Attempts  were  ever  like  to  fuccced, 
but  on  a  previous  Alteration  and  Corrup¬ 
tion  of  the  Fundamentals  of  the  Conflitution 
itfelf  5  and  that  accordingly  fuch  Change  was 
firfl  actually  made,  whenever  any  fuch  At¬ 
tempts  did  fuccecd. 

It  I  fhall  be  able  to  fet  the  Plan  of  the 
Hebrew  Government  in  luch  a  light  that 
my  Reader  may  perceive,  and  be  convinced 

of 

• 


7 


of  the  Hebrews. 

of  the  excellent  Conftitution  of  it,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  Property,  Liberty,  Peace  and  Safety 
of  the  People,  and  to  anfwer  the  particular 
Defign  of  God  in  condefcending  to  be  their 
Lawgiver  and  King,  to  preferve  the  Faith 
and  Worfhip  of  the  one  true  God  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  Apoftacy  of  the  World  to  Idolatry  ;  I 
would  hope  my  Reader  may  find  fome  Plea- 
fure  and  fome  Profit  in  viewing  one  of  the 
molt  ancient  Conflitutions  of  Government 
in  the  World,  formed  for  one  of  the  kind-* 
eft  Defigns  in  the  World,  to  preferve  the 
Knowledge  and  Worfhip  of  the  one  true 
God,  from  the  almoft  univerfal  Corruption 
of  Idolatry. 

CHAP.  L 

Chief  Defign ,  and  principal  Intention 
of  the  Civil  Government  of  the 
Hebrews. 

np  O  lay  down  a  true  Plan  of  the  Hebrew 
Government,  it  will  be  requilite  pre- 
vioufly  to  confider,what  particular  Views  the 
Lawgiver  might  have  in  it,  if  any  particular 
Ends  were  defign  d,  to  promote  which  the 
Plan  of  the  Government  itfelf  was  to  be  ad- 
jufted  5  thofe  Defigns  will  help  to  explain  ma¬ 
ny  Parts  and  Conflitutions  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  it  will  fhew  the  great  Wifdom  of 
the  Legiflature,  which  has  made  the  Plan  in 

B  4  its 
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irs  fcvcral  Parts  mod  fit,  and  proper  to  ferve 
and  fecure  thofc  Ends, 

The  Hebrew  Government  appears  not  on¬ 
ly  defign’d  to  ferve  the  common  and  general 
Ends  of  all  good  Governments,  to  protect 
the  Property,  Liberty,  Safety,  and  Peace  of 
the  fcvcral  Members  of  the  Community,  in 
which  the  true  Happincfs  and  Profpcrity  of 
National  Societies  will  always  confift,  but 
Fxod.  xix.  moreover  to  be  an  holy  People  to  ‘ Jehovah , 
and  a  Kingdom  of  Priejls :  for  thus  Mofes 
i  di reded  to  tell  the  Children  of  Ifrael , 
Fxod.  xix.  2 e  have  feen  what  I  did  unto  the  Eg  yp- 
3>  4>  5>  6.  tians^  arfl  ggay  J  jgQyg  y{ 0U  0n  Eagles  Wings, 
and  brought  you  unto  my  j  elf .  Now  there¬ 
fore  if  ye  will  hear  my  Voice  indeed ,  and 
keep  my  Covenant ,  then  ye  fall  be  a  pe¬ 
culiar  Tre afire  unto  me  above  all  'People  , 
Phsw-yh  for  all  the  Earth  is  mine ;  and  ye  fall  be 
unto  me  a  Kingdom  of  Priejls  and  an 
** , Jd°[y  Nation.  We  learn  what  this  Covc- 

l  eut.  xix  nant  was  in  a  further  Account  of  it :  Te  fand 
i  o,i  2, 1 3.  fPis  Day  all  of  you  before  the  Lord  your 
God ,  your  Captains  of  your  ' Tribes ,  your 
Elders  and  your  Officers ,  and  all  the  Men 
of  Ifrael ;  that  you  fkould  enter  into  Cove¬ 
nant  with  the  Lord  thy  God ,  and  into  his 
Oath  which  the  Lord  thy  God  maketh 
with  thee  this  Day  ;  that  he  may  eflablijh 
thee  to-day  for  a  People  unto  himfelf  and 
that  he  may  be  unto  thee  a  G  d ,  as  he  hath 
faid  unto  thee,  and  us  he  hath  fworn  unto 
iny  rat  hers,  t  oAbrahanhlfuuC  and  io'facob : 
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For  ye  knew,  adds  Mofes,  how  we  havel^>l7>l^‘ 
dwelt  in  the  Land  of  Egypt,  and  how  we 
came  through  the  Nations  which  ye  pajfed 
by  '■>  and  ye  have  feen  their  Abominations 
and  their  Idols ,  Wood  and  Stone,  Silver 
and  Gold  which  were  among  them,  lefl  there 
fould  be  among  you,  Man ,  or  Woman,  or 
Family,  or  Tribe ,  who fe  Heart  turneth  a- 
way  this  Hay  from  the  Lord  our  God  to 
go  and  ferve  the  Gods  of  thefe  Nations . 

Without  any  Enquiry  into  the  critical  Original 
Meaning  of  thefe  Exprefllons  feverally,  every  ^ 
one  may  eafily  fee  this  general  Intention  of  brew  Go- 
them  5  that  the  Covenant  of  Jehovah  with 
the  Hebrew  People,  and  their  Oath  by  idolatry, 
which  they  bound  their  Allegiance  to  Jeho-one  trinci- 
vah  their  God  and  King,  was,  that  they Kfit?tgn 
fhould  receive  and  obey  the  Laws  which  he 
lhould  appoint  as  their  fupreme  Governour, 
with  a  particular  Engagement  to  keep  them- 
felves  from  the  Idolatry  of  the  Nations  round 
about  them,  whether  the  Idolatry  they  had 
feen  while  they  dwelt  in  the  Land  of  Egypt , 
or  had  obferved  in  the  Nations  by  which 
they  palfed  into  the  promifed  Land.  In 
keeping  this  Allegiance  to  Jehovah,  as  their 
immediate  and  fupreme  Lord,  they  were  to 
expect  the  BlelTings  of  God’s  immediate  and 
particular  Protection  in  the  Security  of  their 
Liberty,  Peace  and  Profperity,  againk  all  At¬ 
tempts  of  their  idolatrous  Neighbours;  but 
if  they  fhould  break  their  Allegiance  to  Je¬ 
hovah ,  pr  forfake  the  Covenant  of  Jehovah , 
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by  going  and  fcrving  other  Gods,  and  wor- 
fhipping  them,  then  they  fhould  forfeit  thefe 
Bleilings  of  God’s  Protection,  and  the  Anger 
25,26,27.  of  Jehovah  fhould  be  kindled  again!!  the 
Land,  to  bring  upon  it  all  the  Curfes  that  are 
written  in  this  Book. 

The  trueSenfe  then  of  this  folemn  Tranf- 
action,  between  God  and  the  Hebrew  Nation, 
which  may  be  called  the  original  ContraCk 
of  the  Hebrew  Government,  is  to  this  pur- 
pofe :  If  the  Hebrews  would  voluntarily  con- 
fent  to  receive  Jehovah  their  Lord  and  King, 
to  keep  his  Covenant  and  Laws,  to  honour 
and  worfhip  him  as  the  one  true  God,  in  op- 
pofition  to  all  Idolatry ;  then,  though  God 
as  Sovereign  of  the  World  rules  over  all  the 
Nations  of  the  Earth,  and  all  Nations  are 
under  the  general  Care  of  his  Providence,  he 
would  govern  the  Hebrew  Nation  by  pecu¬ 
liar  Laws  of  his  particular  Appointment,  and 
blefs  it  with  a  more  immediate  and  particular 
Protection ;  he  would  fecure  to  them  the  in¬ 
valuable  Privileges  of  the  true  Religion,  to¬ 
gether  with  Liberty,  Peace,  and  Profperity, 
r.s  a  favoured  People  above  all  other  Na¬ 
tions.  It  is  for  very  wife  *Reafons  you  may 
obferve,  that  temporal  Bleilings  and  Evils  are 
made  fo  much  ufe  of  in  this  Conftitution, 
for  thefe  were  the  common  and  prevailing 
Inticements  to  Idolatry  5  but  by  thus  taking 
them  into  the  Hebrew  Conftirtition,  as  Re¬ 
wards  to  Obedience  and  Punifhments  of  Dif- 

obedience, 

*  Spencer  de  Leg.  Hebr.  §.  1.  c.  3.  p.  13. 
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obedience,  they  became  Motives  to  true  Re¬ 
ligion,  inftead  of  Encouragements  to  Ido¬ 
latry. 

The  idolatrous  Nations  worfhipped  fubor- 
"dinate  Beings,  whom  they  owned  fubjed  to 
the  Supreme  j  but  they  believed  they  had  the 
immediate  Direction  of  the  Blellings  of  Life, 
that  they  gave  Health,  long  Life,  fruitful 
Seafons,  Plenty  and  Profperity :  This  we  are 
told,  by  *  Maimonides ,  was  a  Dodrine 
taught  by  the  Sabians  in  their  Books,  as  well 
as  in  their  Inftrudions  to  the  People. 

One  of  the  oldeft  of  the  Prophets  has  fo 
fully  exprelled  this  Realon  of  the  Hebrew 
Conftitution,  that  we  need  no  further  Evi¬ 
dence  of  it.  For  their  Mother  hath  played 
the  Harlot ,  Jhe  that  conceived  them  hath 
done  jhamefuUy  >  for  jhe  faid ,  I  will  go 
after  my  Lovers ,  that  give  me  my  Bread 
and  my  Water ,  my  Wool  and  my  Flax ,  mine 
Oil ,  and  my  Drink . . .  For  Jhe  did  not  know  H0fea  ii. 
that  I  gave  her  Corn ,  and  Wine ,  and  Oil ,  8»9* 
and  multiplied  her  Silver  and  Gold ,  which 
they  prepared  for  Baal.  Therefore  will  I 
return ,  and  take  away  my  Corn  in  the  time 
thereof  and  my  Wine  in  the  feafon  there¬ 
of-,  and  will  recover  my  Wool  and  my  Flax , 
given  to  cover  her  Nakednefs . 

The  Prophet  Jeremiah  gives  the  fame 
>  Reafon  why  the  Jews  fell  into  the  idola¬ 
trous  Pra&ice  of  burning  Incenfe  to  the 
Queen  of  Heaven  ;  But  we  will  certainly  Jeremiah, 

doxf-  '7* 

I  o. 


*  Maimon.  Mor.  Nevoc.  p.  3.  c.  30, 
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do  whatfoever  thing  goeth  forth  out  of 
our  oven  Mouths  to  burn  Incenfe  unto  the 
Queen  of  Heaven ,  and  to  pour  out  Drink- 
Offerings  unto  her ,  as  we  have  done  ;  we, 
and  our  Fathers ,  our  Kings  and  our  Frin- 
ces  in  the  Cities  of  Judah ,  and  in  the 
Streets  of  Jerufalem  b  for  then  had  we 
plenty  of  Victuals,  and  were  well,  and 
faw  no  evil :  but  fince  we  left  off  to 
burn  Incenfe  to  the  Queen  of  Heaven , 
and  to  pour  out  Drink-Offerings  unto  her , 
we  have  wanted  all  things ,  and  have  been 
confumed  by  the  Sword  and  by  the  Fa¬ 
mine. 

This  common  Do&rine  of  Idolatry,  that 
the  feveral  Bleflings  of  Life  came  from  fome 
Demon  or  Idol,  to  whom  the  Authority  and 
Power  of  bellowing  temporal  Bleflings  were 
committed,  was  of  fo  general  and  powerful 
Influence,  that  it  became  the  Wifdom  of 
an  Inftitution  deflgned  to  preferve  the  Faith 
and  Worfhip  of  the  one  true  God,  againft 
Idolatry,  to  aflert,  that  God  was  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  every  Blefling  of  Life,  that  he  had 
not  parted  with  the  Adminiflration  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  or  given  over  the  Difpofal  of  thofe 
Bleflings  to  any  fubordinate  Beings  whatfo¬ 
ever  5  fo  that  Health,  long  Life,  Plenty 
and  all  kinds  of  Profperity,  were  to  be 
fought  for  from  him,  as  his  Gift,  and  only 
from  his  Blefling  and  Protection. 


Whoever 
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Whoever  has  juft  Notions  of  the  great  Evil  of 
Evils  of  Idolatry  to  the  difhonour  of  the  t0 
fupreme  Sovereign  and  Governour  of  th Cput  a  fop 
World,  to  the  Corruption  of  the  eftential to 
Principles  of  true  Religion  and  virtuous 
Practice,  as  Idolatry  directed  fo  many  barba¬ 
rous,  immoral  and  inhuman  Rites,  and  en¬ 
couraged  fuch  enormous  Ads  of  Vice,  asAds 
of  Religion,  of  which  fome  or  other  of  the 
Idols  they  worfhipped  were  Examples,  and 
were  efteemed  to  patronize  them ;  it  will 
appear  to  them  a  Defign  worthy  the  Good- 
nefs,  as  well  as  the  Wifdom  of  God,  to  put 
fome  flop  to  fuch  a  dangerous  Evil :  espe¬ 
cially  when  it  was  fo  general  and  prevailing, 
that  all  Flefh  had  corrupted  its  way,  and  all 
the  Nations  of  the  Earth  were  running  eager¬ 
ly  into  it.  Even  the  Egyptians ,  a  People  fo 
famed  for  Wifdom  and  good  Underftanding, 
were  as  fenfelefs  and  as  corrupt  in  their  I- 
dolatry,  as  any  of  their  Neighbours.  The 
Hebrews  thcmfelves,  whatever  former  care 
had  been  taken  to  preferve  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  true  God  and  true  Religion  in 
the  Family  of  Abraham ,  were  fo  addided  to 
this  common  Corruption  of  Religion,  and 
were  fo  ready  to  fall  into  it,  that  there 
feemed  no  other  way  left  to  put  any  ftop  to 
the  Progrefs  of  Idolatry  any  where,  or  to 
preferve  the  true  Religion  in  any  People,  but 
by  fome  Conftitution  form'd  on  this  Plan, 
and  which  might  effedually  carry  on  this 
Defign  in  the  feveral  Parts  of  it :  And  this 
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the  Goodnefs  and  Wifdom  of  God  made  a 
principal  Defign  in  the  Conflitution  of  the 
JewiJh  Government. 

Mother  More  effectually  to  anfvvcr  this  chief  De- 
vie<w  of  hgn,  there  was  another  fubordinate  Intention 
brew  Co»- m  t^lc  Conftitution  of  this  Government.  It 
jiitution, to  was  of  no  fmall  confequence,  to  keep  this 
Hebrews  Nation  feparate  from  other  Nations,  and 
fromhter-  from  luch  Intercourfe  with  Idolaters  as  might 
cour/e  end  in  an  Apoftacy  from  their  own  Religion 
7aunId° "  to  the  Idolatry  of  their  Neighbours.  There 
is  then  a  Law  in  general  given  by  Mofes , 
in  which  he  is  directed  to  fay  in  God's  Name 
Lev.  xviii.  to  the  Children  of  Ifrael ,  I  am  the  Lord 
z>  3»  4-  your  God ,  after  the  Doings  of  the  Land  of 
Egypt o  wherein  ye  dwelt,  jhall  ye  not  do  ; 
and  after  the  Doings  of  the  Land  of  Ca¬ 
naan,  whither  I  bring  you ,  Jhall  ye  not  do  > 
neither  fall  ye  walk  in  their  Ordinances, 
ye  Jhall  do  my  Judgments  and  keep  my 
Ordinances  to  walk  herein  ;  I  am  'Jeho¬ 
vah  your  God. 

Further,  Mofes  having  recited  the  many 
and  great  Abominations  committed  by  the 
Canaanites ,  on  the  Lofs  of  the  right  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  one  true  God  and  the  true  Re¬ 
ligion  ;  and  through  the  Corruption  of  ido¬ 
latrous  Doctrines  and  Practices  5  it  is  added, 
24, 30.  Defile  not  ye  yourfelves  in  any  of  thefe 
things :  for  in  all  thefe  the  Nations  are 
defiled,  which  I  cafi  out  before  you.  And 
again,  therefore  Jhall  ye  keep  mine  Ordi¬ 
nance  that  ye  commit  not  any  one  of  thefe 

abominable 
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abominable  Cufimw  which  were  committed 
before  you ,  that  ye  defile  not  yourfelves 
therein ,  I  am  Jehovah  your  God.  For 
the  fame  purpofe  it  is  repeated,  And  ye  Levit.  xx. 
Jball  not  walk  in  the  maimers  of  the  Na -23, 24 
tions  which  I  caft  out  before  you ,  for  they 
committed  all  thefe  things ,  therefore  1 
abhorred  them  ;  /  have  faid  unto  you , 

ye  y?W/  inherit  their  Land  and  I  will  give 
it  unto  you  to  poffefs  it  5  <2  Land  that 
floweth  with  Milk  and  Honey.  I  am  the 
Lord  your  God  which  hath  feparated  you 
from  other  People,  and  ye  Jkall  be  holy  unto 
me ;  for  I  the  Lord  am  holy ,  and  have z&- 
feparated  you  from  other  People  that  ye 
Jhould  be  mine. 

It  had  appeared  by  notorious  Examples,  how 
eafily  the  Hebrews  themfelves  were  to  be  en¬ 
ticed  into  Idolatry,  by  frequenting  the  Com¬ 
pany  of  Idolaters,  and  by  converfing  too  much 
and  too  familiarly with  them,  whilei/fatf /abode 
in  Shittim'-,  theP  e  op  le  began  to  commit  Whore-  Numbers 
dom  with  the  Daughters  of  Moab ,  and  they™' l> 
called  the  People  to  the  Sacrifices  of  their 
Gods  i  and  the  People  did  eat ,  and  bowed 
down  to  their  Gods  :  So  eafy  was  the  Paf- 
fage  from  feafting  with  them  on  their  Sacri- 
fices,  to  joining  with  them  in  their  Idolatry. 

Thus  Ifrael  joined  himfelf  to  Baal-peor.  ?■ 

Such  an  Example  of  prevailing  Idolatry,  is 
juftly  given,  as  a  fufficient  Realon  for  a 
careful  Separation  of  the  Hebrew  People 
from  idolatrous  Neighbours,  in  order  to  pre 

vent 
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vcijit.-fo.y.cry  daogcrotts  Temptations  in  future 
times.  Mofes  therefore  thus  exhorts  If 
raef  Tour  Eyes  have  feen  vs  hat  the  Lord 
did ,  becaufe  of  Baal-peor ,  the  Lord  thy 
God  hath  deftroyed  them  from  among  you 3 
but  ye  that  did  cleave  unto  the  Lord  your 
God ,  are  alive  every  one  of  you  this  day . 
Behold  1  have  taught  you  Statutes  and 
Judgments ,  as  the  Lord  my  God  com¬ 

manded  me ,  that  you  Jhould  do  fo  in  the 
Land  whither  ye  go  to  pofefs  it.  Keep 
therefore  and  do  them ,  that  is  your 

JVifdom  and  your  Underftanding ,  /»  the 
fight  of  all  the  Nations  which  fball  hear 
of  all  thefe  Statutes ,  and  fay ,  fiirely  this 
great  Nation  is  a  great  and  underftanding 
'People. 

Among  the  Laws  here  fpoken  of,  there 
arc  fome,  the  Wifdom  of  which  appear  prin¬ 
cipally  if  not  folely,  as  they  were  chofen  and 
commanded  to  this  end,  to  feparate  the  He¬ 
brews  from  their  idolatrous  Neighbours,  by 
a  Prohibition  of  every  idolatrous  Rite.  The 
Law  itfelf  for  prohibiting  Inter  marriages 
with  Idolaters  cxprefly  gives  this  Reafon  for 
it,  A  either  jhall  you  make  Marriages 
with  them ,  thy  Daughter  thou  jhalt  not 
give  unto  his  Son ,  nor  his  Daughter  Jhalt 
thou  take  unto  thy  Son ;  for  they  will 
turn  away  thy  Son  from  following  me ,  that 
they  may  ferve  other  Gods ;  fo  will  the 
Anger  of  the  Lord  be  kindled  againft 
you ,  and  dejlroy  thee  fuddenly. 
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Many  other  Laws,  which  at  ft  til  view  feem 
to  be  of  fmall  Importance  and  Concern,  for 
the  enacting  of  which  fome  look  for  no  Rca- 
fon  at  all,  but  the  alone  Will  of  the  Law¬ 
giver,  will  appear  in  this  View,  of  Concern 
and  Importance,  fufficient  for  the  Wifdom 
of  God  to  take  notice  of,  when  he  gave  his 
Laws  to  this  Nation.  The  molt  judicious  of 
the  Hebrew  Dodors,  has  very  well  explained 
feveral  of  the  Mofaical  Laws  upon  this 
lingle  Confideration. 

He  gives  this  general  Reafon  for  many 
Laws,  “  That  they  were  made  to  keep  Men 
from  Idolatry,  and  fuch  falfe  Opinions,  as 
“  are  a-kin  to  Idolatry ;  fuch  as  the  Pretences 
“  to  Incantations,  Divinations,  foretelling 
“  Things  by  the  Stars,  or  by  the  PolTdlion 
“  of  fome  Spirit  or  Demon,  or  confulting 
“  with  fuch  Perfohs*”.  He  farther  juftly 
obferves,  “  That  fuch  things  as  are  fuppofed 
tc  to  be  effeded  by  any  magick  Adions,  or 
tc  are  founded  on  any  Difpofitions  or  Influ- 
(c  ences  of  the  Stars,  neceffarily  induce  Men 
u  to  reverence  and  worfhip  them  “f*.  He  ob¬ 
ferves,  many  of  the  magick  Rites  con- 

C  “  lifted 

*  De  quibus  manifeftum  eft  ilia  (Pr®cepta  fecund®  Claftis 
tie  Idololatria)  ad  Homines  ab  Idololatria  arcendos  efte  tradita, 
aliifque  falfts  &  hajreticis  Opinionibus,  qu®  Idololatri®  funt 
affines,  ut  funt  Prseftigiatorum,  Incantatorum,  Aftrologorum, 
vel  Magorum,  Divinatorum,  Pythonum,  &  Confulentium 
ipfos,  aliorumque  hujus  farin®  Hominum.  Maimon.  Mar. 
Nevoc.  1.  3.  c.  37. 

■f  Qu®  ex  cpere  magico  fequuntur,  &  ftellarum  difpoft- 
tionibus  &  rationibus  innituntur,  unde  neceffario  ad  colendas 
&  venerandas  illas  dever.itvr.  id.  ibid , 
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“  Lifted  in  certain  Geftures,  Actions,  or  the 
tc  Ufeof  certain  Words,  and  mentions  feveral 
“  Examples  of  fuch  Superftitions  >  among 
u  the  reft,  a  remarkable  Rite  to  prevent  a 
u  Storm  of  Hail:}:”. 

However  trifling  fome  of  the  Mofaical 
Laws  may  appear  at  the  firft  View,  and  un¬ 
worthy  the  Wifdom  of  God  to  enad  them  as 
Laws  j  yet  the  cafe  will  appear  quite  other- 
wife,  when  they  are  confidered  as  neceflfary 
Provifions  againft  the  Danger  of  Idolatry. 
Levit.xix.  The  Law,  for  inftance,  that  appoints,  Te 
z7-  fhall  not  round  the  Corners  of  your  Heads, 
neither  jhalt  thou  marr  the  Corners  of  thy 
Beard ,  will  thus  appear  Directions  of  Im¬ 
portance,  when  it  was  to  prevent  a  magical 
Cuftom  of  the  idolatrous  Priefts,  who  made 
this  .fort  of  cutting  off  their  Hair  and  Beards 
eflential  to  their  Worfhipj  and  u fed  them  as 
things  of  confequence,  in  order  to  procure 
from  their  Idols  the  feveral  Bleflings  they 
defired  and  prayed  for.  A  Prohibition  of 
fuch  idolatrous  and  magical  Ceremonies  was 
not  fo  trivial  or  below  the  Care  of  a  wife 
Lawgiver,  who  had  a  defign  in  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Hebrew  Government,  to 
keep  that  People  from  all  idolatrous  Cu- 
ftoms. 

In  like  manner,  we  may  eafily  perceive  a 
2g  Reafon,  why  the  Law  fhould  dired,  Neither 

jhall 

J  Si  quatuor  mulieres  in  tergo  jaceant,  &  pedes  fuos  cum 
complofione  verfus  coelum  extendant,  certa  verba,  certos  item 
geftus  adhibeant,  illas  turpi  hac  aftione,  Grandinem  deci- 
dentem  avertere.  Id.  ii. 
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jhall  a  Garment  of  Linnen  and  Woollen 
come  upon;  thee  ;  when  we  underhand,  that 
fitch  mixed  Garments  of  Linnen  and  Wool¬ 
len  were  i  he  proper  Habits  of  idolatrous 
Priefts  i  and  which,  according  to  the  profef- 
fed  Do&rinds  of  their  idolatrous  Worfhip, 
were  fuppofetl  to  have  fome  powerful  magical 
Virtue  in  thefn. 

For  the  farn  e  Reafons  we  can  eafily  under¬ 
hand  the  Wildom  of  appointing  by  Law, 
that  the  Wr oman  Jhall  not  wear  that  which  Deut. 
appertained  unto  a  Man ,  neither  jhall  aXXil-  5- 
Man  put  on  a  Womans  Garment  j  for  all 
that  do  fo  are  Abomination  unto  the 
Lord  thy  God  ;  when  it  was  an  idolatrous 
Conflitut  ion  of  their  Neighbours,  as  *  Mai- 
mon  foun  d  it  in  a  magick  Book,  That  Men 
ought  to  hand  before  the  Star  of  Venus  in 
the  flow  ered  Garments  of  Women  ,•  and 
Women  were  to  put  on  the  Armour  of  Men 
before  tl  ae  Star  of  Mars ,  as  Bifliop  "Patrick 
on  the  J  ’lace  truly  reprefents  its  Meaning. 

The  i  ame  idolatrous  Cuhom  is  obferved 
by  Mac\  * obius ,  that  Men  worfhipped  Venus 
in  Women’s  Habits,  and  Women  in  the  Ha¬ 
bits  of  j’Men  f. 

There  is  no  reafon  then,  we  fee,  to  ima¬ 
gine  tha  rt  thefe  Laws,  which  were  to  dihin- 
guifh  the  Hebrew  People  from  the  idolatrous 

C  2  Nations, 

*  Maitaonides,  ibid. 

f  Phi'ocorus  quoque  in  Atthide,  eandem  (Venerem)  affir- 
mat  effe  Lunam,  &  ei  facrificium  facere.  Viros  cum  vefte 
muliebri,  Mulieres  cum  virili,  quod  eadem  &  mas  aeftimatur 
&  foemina.  Macrob.  Saturn.  I  3.  c.  8. 
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Nations,  were  made  only  out  of  hatred  to 
their  Neighbours,  and  to  all  their  Cuftoms  i 
and  Manners,  good  or  bad,  innocent  as  well 
as  idolatrous,  "it  *  appears  on  the  contrary 
to  be  plainly  quite  another  Rcafon;  it  was 
from  a  wife  care  of  their  Prefervation  from 
fuch  idolatrous  Cuftoms,  as  there  was  very 
great  reafon  to  fear,  would  prove  a  dan- 
uerous  Temptation  to  lead  them  into  Idola¬ 
try,  and  which  were  hardly  to  be  uled  with-  i 
out  it.  All  Reflections,  with  how  much 
Confidence  foever  on  the  Hebrew  Laws,  as  if 
they  were  eftablifh’d  upon  no  better  Motives 
than  the  Hatred  of  their  Neighbours,  will 
appear  in  this  view  groundlefs,  and  without 
all  Foundation  ;  when  the  true  Reafon  fhali 
appear  fo  wife,  fo  plain,  and  fo  natiifal. 

1  Thefe  two  Views  then,  to  preferve  in  the 
Hebrew  Nation  the  Knowledge  and'  Worfhip 
of  the  one  true  God,  and  to  prefen/e  it  from 
the  fpreading  Evils  of  Idolatry,  by  ieparating 
it  from  the"  Society  of  Idolaters,  by  forbid¬ 
ding  all  Ufc  of  idolatrous  Rites  and  Cufloms, 
may  be  looked  upon  as  confiderable  Inten¬ 
tions  in  the  Conftitution  5  according  to  which, 
we  are  to  examine  and  to  judge  of  the  Equity 
and  Wifdom  of  the  Conftitution  itfeif.  Nei¬ 
ther  of  which  can  be  fo  well  judged  of,  with¬ 
out  taking  thefe  Intentions  into  confidera- 
tion.  If  we  regard  the  Hebrew  Conftitu¬ 
tion,  only  as  an  Inftitution  of  Religion  and 
religious  Worfhip,  or  only  as  a  civil  Polity 

and 

*  Spencer,  Leg.  Heb.  1.  n.  c.  }.  j.  |.  t 
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and  a  Form  of  civil  Government,  we  fhalL 
widely  miftake  the  true  Nature  of  it.  It  is  e- 
vident  beyond  queftion,  the  Mofaical  Ac¬ 
count  of  it  reprefents  it  as  a  Theocracy,  in 
which  Jehovah  is  God,  and  King;  and  in 
which  the  true  Worlhip  of  the  only  true  God 
was  to  be  preferved  againft  Idolatry,  and 
the  Nation  in  obedience  to  the  Laws  of  this 
Inftitution,  fhould  enjoy  Liberty,  Peace, 
Profperity,  and  Happinefs  in  the  Protection 
of  a  wife  and  powerful  Government. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve  here,  that 
thefe  Defigns  appear  in  themfelves  worthy 
the  Wifdom  and  the  Goodnefs  of  God ; 
that  he  fhould  take  care  in  fome  proper  way 
to  put  a  flop  to  fo  prevailing  a  Courfe  of  I- 
dolatry.  If  the  Delign  {hall  appear  in  itfelf 
manifefty  wife  and  good,  the  proper  means 
to  effeCt  it  will  appear  to  be  equitable, wife,  and 
good  alfo.  Some  feem  not  to  perceive,  at 
lead;  are  not  willing  to  own  this.  The  more 
fully  then  to  make  us  fenfible  of  it,  let  us 
briefly  obferve  fome  of  the  many  great  Evils 
of  Idolatry,  which  this  Hebrew  Conftitution 
was  intended  and  formed  to  prevent. 

One  of  the  chief  and  moft  influencing 
Principles  of  Idolatry,  was  a  falfe  Perfuafion 
that  the  temporal  Bleflings  of  Life,  Health, 
Length  of  Days,  fruitful  Seafons,  Victory  in 
Wars,  and  fuch  Advantages,  were  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  and  fought  for  as  the  Gifts  of  fome 
inferior  and  fubordinate  Beings,  as  Guar¬ 
dians  of  mortal  Men  ;  or  from  fome  fecret 

C  3  In: 


Of  the  Civil  Government 

Influences  of  the  Stars,  and  heavenly  Bodies, 
fuppofed  inhabited,  and  animated  by  fome 
powerful  Beings,  or  Gods,  wholejProte&ion 
and  Favour  were  to  be  obtain'd  by  the  Ufe 
of  fome  magical  Ceremonies,  Gcftures  and 
Words,  or  by  fome  fcnfelefs  or  fome  barba¬ 
rous  Rites  of  Worfhip. 

Thus  Men  came  not  only  to  iofe  the  true 
Knowledge  of  the  one,  only  God,  and  of  1  is 
immediate  Providence,  and  that  all  thefe  Mef- 
lings  could  therefore  come  from  him  alone, 
who  was  belt  pleafed  and  beft  worfhipped  by 
Virtue,  Goodnefs,  Righteoufnefs  and  true 
Holinefs ;  but  they  became  neceffarily  vicious 
and  corrupt  in  Practice,  as  well  as  Principle. 
They  came  to  think  they  were  not  to  expe£t 
the  Bleflings  of  Life  from  the  Favour  of  the 
one  true  God,  a  Being  himfelf  of  infinite 
Purity,  Righteoufnefs,  and  Goodnefs,  by  re¬ 
verencing  and  by  imitating  him ;  but  from 
the  Favour  of  a  Jupiter ,  who  with  all  his 
fine  Titles  is  reprefented in  his  Hiftory,  to  have 
been  as  intemperate  as  luftful,  and  as  wicked 
as  any  the  word:  of  Men ;  or  from  a  Mercury , 
a  Patron  of  Thieves  and  Robbers  j  or  from 
a  Bacchus ,  the  God  of  Intemperance  and 
Drunkcnnefs,-  or  from  a  Venus ,  the  Patro- 
nefs  of  all  manner  of  Uncleanncfs,  and  De¬ 
bauchery. 

The  known  Principles  and  the  mod  facred 
Ceremonies  and  Myfteries  in  the  idolatrous 
Worfhip  of  fuch  Deities,  actually  (hewed 
what  Encouragement  was  given  to  all  manner 
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of  Vice.  They  extinguifhed  all  religious  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  moral  Virtue  and  Goodnefs,  and  gave 
additional  Strength  to  Mens  natural  Inclina¬ 
tions,  to  Intemperance,  Luft,  Fraud,  Violence, 
and  every  kind  of  Unrighteoufhefs  and  De¬ 
bauchery  *. 

The  -f -Thallij  and  the  \Mylli ,  known  re¬ 
ligious  Rites  in  the  Worfhip  of  Bacchus ,  O- 
firis ,  and  Ceres ,  were  liich  obfcene  Ceremo¬ 
nies,  that  Modefty  forbids  to  explain  them. 
It  may  be  fufficient  to  mention  the  known 
Cuftom  of  Virgins  before  Marriage,  facrifi- 
cing  their  Chaflity  to  the  Honour  of  Venus , 
as  a  lafcivious  Goddefs,  as  the  Hiftorian  ex- 
preffes  it jj,  left  Hie  alone  fhould  appear  lafcivi¬ 
ous.  A  Cuftom,  according  to  the  Hiftorian , 
which  was  efpecially  ufed  in  Cyprus,  which  was 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Canaan ? 

Idolatry  had  introduced  another  moll  cruel 
Cuftom  of  human  Sacrifices  :  This  prevailed 
among  the  Bhenicians ,  the  Tyrians ,  and  the 
Carthaginians ,  a!  Tyrian  Colony  >  on  which 
inhuman  Cuftom  the  forementioned  Hiftorian 

C  4,  makes 

*  .Cur  non  in  promifcuos  appetitus  effundat  fe  homo  &  in- 
genita  fragilitate  praecipitatus,  &  magilterio  fandlae  divinitatis 
adjutus.  Amobius,  l.v.  p.  175. 

+  Ex  ea  re  turn  privatim  turn  publice,  lignea  virilia 
thyrfis  alligata  per  earn  folemnitatem  geftabant,  fuit  enim 
Phallus  vocatum,  membrum  virile.  Scbardius  de  Diis  Ger- 
tnanis,  71.130. 

t  Heraclides  Syracuiius  libro  de  vetuftis  &  fancitis 
moribu9  fcribit  apnd  Syraculios  in  perfeftis  Thermopho- 
riis,  ex  fefamo  &  melle  fingi  pudenda  muliebria,  quae  per 
ludos  &  fpeftacula  circum  ferebantur,  &  in  tota  Sicilia  voca- 
bantur  Mylli.  Natalis  Comit.  1.  v.  p.  491.  At  be  rue  i  Deip- 
nof.  1.  xiv.  p.  m.  647. 

J)  Ne  fola  impudica  videretur.  JuJUn.  /.  xviii.  c.  5. 
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makes  this  Remark,  that  they  ufed  a  bloody 
and  wicked  Rite  of  Religion,  as  a  Remedy. 
They  offered  Men  for  Sacrifices,  and  brought 
young  Children  to  the  Altars,  at  an  Age  that 
ufually  moves  the  Companion  of  an  Enemy  ; 
and  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  Favour  of  the 
Gods  by  the  Blood  of  thofe,  for  whofe  Lives 
Prayers  were  more  generally  ufed  to  be  made 
to  the  Gods*. 

This  cruel  t  Cuftom,  how  inhuman  foever, 
fuch  were  the  evil  Effects  of  Idolatry,  foon 
became  alrnoft  univerfal  5  and  fpread  itfelf  a- 
mong  the  Greeks ,  the  Gauls ,  and  the  Ger¬ 
man  Nations. 

Among  the  Canaamtes ,  it  was  a  known 
Cuftom  to  offer  their  Children  to  Moloch , 
likely  the  fame  Idol  with  Adramelec ,  and 
Anameleck.  Some  learned  Men  have  indeed 
been  willing  to  believe,  that  palling  thro’ the 
Fire  to  Moloch ,  might  mean  a  fort  of  Pu¬ 
rification,  rather  than  actual  burning  them 
in  the  Fire;  but  befides  the  Teftimony  of 
Hiftorians  in  general  to  the  Practice  of  other 
Nations,  the  Scriptures  plainly  mean  con- 
fuming  them  to  death  by  Fire.  So  it  is 
Ezekiel  defcribed  by  the  Prophet  Ezekiel ,  And  have 
r  37-  caufed  their  Sons ,  whom  they  bare  unto 
me,  to  y>afs  through  the  Fire  to  devour 

them. 

*  Cruenta  facrorum  religione,  &  fee’ere  pro  remedio  uli 
funt.  Quippe  homines,  ut  viftimas  immolabant,  &  impube- 
res  quae  aetas  etiam  hoftium  miferic  >rdiam  provocat,  arisad- 
movebant ;  Pacem  Deorum  fanguine  eorum  expofeentes,  pro 
quorum  vita,  Dii  rogari  maxirne  {blent.  Juftin.  1.  xviii.  c.  6. 

f  Schaedius  de  D.is  Germanis,  p.  593. 
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them.  Did  they*  caufe  them  to  pafs  through 
the  Fire,  only  to  purify  them,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  them  alive  ?  No,  certainly  ;  but  to  de¬ 
vour  or  confume  them.  The  fame  Prophet 
elfewhere  determines  this  Meaning,  Thou  xvi.  21, 
haft  fain  my  Children ,  and  delivered  them 

to  caufe  them  to  pafs  through  the  Fire.  It 
is  charged  as  an  A<ft  of  Idolatry  in  Ahaz , 
that  he  caufed  his  Son  to  pafs  through  2  Kings 
the  Fire ,  according  to  the  Abomination  ofxvl-  3- 
the  Fleathen.  This  is  explained  in  another 
Place,  that  he  burned  his  Children  in  the  2  Chron. 
Fire,  after  the  Abomination  of  the  Hea- xxvlli-  3- 

then .  And  it  is  exprefly  faid  of  Adrame- 
leck,  and  Anameleck ,  the  Idols  of  Sep  her-  2  Kings 
vaim,  that  they  burned  their  Children  in™*-  31- 
the  Fire ,  to  them. 

If  we  confider  the  many  other  abominable 
Immoralities  of  the  Canaanites ,  by  which 
they  defiled  themfelves,  as  they  are  enumerat-  Lev  xviil- 
ed  in  the  Prohibition  of  them  to  the  Hebrew 
Nation,  we  may  eafily  perceive,  that  a  Na¬ 
tion  which  had  defiled  themfelves  in  fo  many 
and  fo  great  Abominations,  did  well  defer ve 
an  exemplary  Punifhment  from  the  righteous 
Judge  of  the  Earth ;  that  it  was  wife  as  well 
as  juft,  to  lhew  in  their  Punifhment  that  their 
‘Idols  were  not  as  they  imagined  and  falfely 
believed,  the  Givers  of  long  Life,  Peace,  and 
worldly  Profperity ;  but  that  the  one  true 
God  was  alone  the  fupreme  Difpofer  of  all 
the  Bleflings  of  Providence  5  and  that  none 

of 

*  Reland  Differt.  viii.  de  vet.  Ling.  Perfar.  voc.  Adar. 
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of  the  Idol  Gods,  in  whom  they  trufted,  could 
fave  them  out  of  his  hand,  or  deliver  them, 
when  God  fhould  vifit  their  Iniquities. 

May  we  not  alfo  perceive  a  kind  Defign,  in 
giving  fome  remarkable  Inftances  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  for  the  Punifhment  of  fo  grofs  Im¬ 
moralities,  the  Effects  of  idolatrous  Prin¬ 
ciples  and  Practice,  and  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  fuch  Acknowledgment  and  Wor¬ 
ship  of  the  true  God,  as  was  the  belt  Prefer- 
vative  againft  thefe  Abominations,  by  fome 
obfervable  Inftances  of  particular  Protection 
and  Favour  ;  to  let  fuch  Worfhippers  of  the 
true  God  know,  that  by  keeping  themfelves 
from  thofe  Abominations,  the  natural  and 
ufual  Effects  of  Idolatry,  they  were  to  hope 
for  the  Continuance  of  fuch  particular  Pro¬ 
tection  and  Favour  in  all  after-times  ? 

Hence  it  may  appear,  the  Severity  with 
which  the  Hebrew  Idiftory  acquaints  us,  the 
Canaanites  were  punifhed,  and  the  Title 
whereby  the  Hebrews  held  their  Land,  whom 
God  caft  out  before  them,  were  no  ways 
inconfiftent  with  the  Juftice  or  Wifdom,  or 
Goodnefs  of  God,  as  fome  have  infatuated. 
The  Queftion  is  really  brought  to  this  one 
Point,  Whether  fuch  abominable  Immorali¬ 
ties,  as  followed  naturally  and  univerfally 
from  their  idolatrous  Principles  and  Forms 
of  Worfhip,  were  not  highly  criminal,  fo 
criminal  as  to  deferve  a  Punifhment  ?  that  it 
became  the  Juflice  and  Wifdom  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  World,  to  put  fome  flop  to 

them. 
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them,  to  prevent  them  in  fome  meafureby 
forming  and  eftablifhing  a  Conftitution  in 
which  the  Knowledge  and  Worfhip  of  the 
one  true  God  fhould  be  preferved  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  Idolatry,  a  perpetual  Source  of  in¬ 
numerable  Vices  and  Immoralities.  Idola¬ 
try,  you  fee  then,  appears  in  the  natural 
Fruits  of  it,  not  only  an  Error  of  the  Un¬ 
derstanding,  not  at  all  a  matter  of  harmlefs 
Speculation,  but  a  Fountain  of  very  dan¬ 
gerous  Immoralities,  which  led  Men  natural¬ 
ly  and  even  with  the  Encouragements  of 
Religion,  into  Intemperance,  Uncleannefs, 
Murders,  and  many  Vices,  inconfiftent  with 
the  lJrofperity  and  Peace  of  Society,  as  well 
as  with  the  Happinefs  of  private  Ferfons. 
When  God  Shall  punifh  fuch  Iniquities,  he 
piinilhes  Men  for  their  Wickednefs,  not  for 
their  Errors.  He  punifhes  Men  for  fuch 
Wickednefs,  as  deferves  to  be  punifh’d, what¬ 
ever  pretended  Principles  or  real  Didates  of 
Confcience  it  may  proceed  from.  No  Man 
fiire,  can  reafonably  account  it  Injuftice  in 
a  Government  to  punifh  Sodomy,  Beftiality, 
or  the  frequent  Murder  of  innocent  Chil¬ 
dren,  what  pretences  foever  Men  fhould 
make  to  Confcience  or  Religion,  in  vindica¬ 
tion  of  them.  The  moft  unnatural  Sins  were 
countenanced  by  the  Myfleries  of  idolatrous 
Worfhip*  ;  the  Ufe  of  that  obfeene  Cere¬ 
mony  the  Phalli,  ow’d  its  Original  to  the 

Memory 

*  Schsdius  de  Diis  Germanis,  130.  Clement.  Alexand. 
Admonit.  ad  Gentes,  p.  m.  22. 
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Memory  of  the  Sin  againft  Nature,  and  to 
the  Hiftory  of  a  God  hallowing  it  by  his  own 
Ad.  Can  any  Man  rcafonably  call  fuch  a 
Reftraint  of  Vice  Perfecution,  when  not  to 
endeavour  by  all  means  to  reftrain  it  would 
argue  a  great  Negled,  Weaknefs  and  Folly, 
in  any  Adminiftration  of  Government  what- 
foever. 

If  then  a  Punilhment  for  fo  heinous  Crimes 
and  Immoralities  will  be  juft  and  wife  in  it- 
felf,  which  way  can  any  Man  find  out  to 
make  it  unjuft  or  unwife  in  the  fupreme  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  World  ?  How  can  it  be  unjuft 
in  him,  to  appoint  fuch  Perfons  as  he  fhall 
think  moft  fit,  to  execute  fuch  righteous 
Judgment  by  his  Commiftionr  The  common 
Rights  of  Nations,  and  any  perfonal  Claim 
of  the  Hebrews,  are  altogether  out  of  this 
queftion;  the  Hiftory  plainly  fhews,  they 
made  no  perfonal  or  national  Claim  at  all  to 
the  Land  of  Canaan ;  but  that  God  caft  out 
the  People  before  them,  for  all  their  Abo¬ 
minations  ;  that  it  was  not  their  own  Power, 
but  the  Hand  of  God,  which  brought  them 
out  of  the  Land  of  Egypt,  and  into  the  pro- 
mifed  Land.  So  that  the  whole  is  confidered 
as  the  immediate  Ad  of  God  himfelf,  for  the 
proof  of  which  the  Hiftory  gives  a  long 
Series  of  Miracles,  in  Egypt,  at  the  Red-Sea, 
for  many  Years  in  the  Wildernefs,  at  the 
taking  of  Jericho,  and  fettling  the  Hebrew 
Nation  in  the  Pofleftlon  of  the  promifed 
Land. 


And 
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And  here  let  us  juft  obferve,  what  will 
be  ftiewn  more  fully  hereafter,  that  this  very 
way  of  punifhing  the  Canaanites  for  their 
many  great  Abominations  by  the  Hebrew 
Nation,  to  whom  God  gave  the  Poffeflion 
of  their  Land,  has  fome  peculiar  Marks  of 
Wifdom  5  which  may  (hew  it  fit  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  to  many  other  ways ;  fuch  as  peftilen- 
tial  Diftempers,  Fire  from  Heaven,  or  a  Flood, 
ways  in  which  God  had  punifhed  the  Wicked- 
nefs  of  the  World  in  former  times.  For 
this  was  a  very  fit  means  for  the  Cure,  as 
well  as  the  Punifhment  of  Idolatry,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  Root  of  thefe  great  Evils,  as  well 
as  to  execute  righteous  Judgment  on  thofe 
who  had  committed  them.  This  was  a  De- 
lign  every  way  worthy  the  Wifdom  and 
Goodnefs  of  God.  Sure  then,  no  ways  in- 
confiftent  with  hisjuftice.  The  Protection  of 
the  Hebrew  Nation,  and  the  Favour  of  God 
to  them  as  a  peculiar  People,  was  a  vifible 
and  handing  Confutation  of  Idolatry,  it 
fhewed,  that  “Jehovah  the  one  true  God, 
the  King  of  Ifrael ,  had  himfelf  an  imme¬ 
diate  hand  in  the  Adminiftration  of  parti¬ 
cular  Providence  5  that  he  had  not  given  it 
out  of  his  own  hands  into  the  hands  of 
any  inferior  Beings  whomfoever,  which  Er¬ 
ror  was  the  great  Foundation  of  Idolatry. 
It  further  fhewed  the  Power  of  Jehovah  the 
true  God,  manifefted  in  the  Protection  of  his 
People,  fuperior  to  the  Power  of  all  the  I- 
dols  of  the  Heathen  >  and  that  none  of  the 
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falfe  Gods  they  worfhipped  could  be  com¬ 
pared  to  Jehovah . 

This  is  a  quedion  then  not  to  be  argued 
from  the  common  Rights  of  Men,  and  Na¬ 
tions;  for  no  fuch  Rights,  either  dflnvafion  or 
Conqued,  are  fo  much  as  pietended  to  in 
the  moft  didant  manner.  We  fee  the  only 
Point  in  quedion,  is.  What  are  the  Rights  of 
God’s  fupreme  Authority  ?  What  is  confident 
with  the  Wifdom  of  his  Government,  how 
far  he  may  punifh  the  greated  Immoralities 
with  temporal  Evils  ?  Ask  the  facred  Hidory, 
It  will  tell  you,  the  Hebrews  fet  up  no 
Title  to  the  Land  of  Canaan ,  either  civil  or 
religious  in  their  own  Right;  it  only  makes 
the  Rights  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  World  as 
extenfivc  as  the  Rights  of  the  Chief  Magif- 
trates  in  every  Government  are  allow’d  by 
the  Laws  of  Nature  and  Nations  to  be  over 
their  own  Subjects.  The  Scriptures  on  this 
queftion  only  aflfert,  that  God  gave  a  Com- 
miftion  to  execute  his  Sentence,  which  was 
either  a  Forfeiture  of  Lands,  or  Life,  for  a 
long  Commiflion  of  Crimes,  that  deservedly 
incurred  a  Forfeiture  of  both. 

Whether  the  Hebrew  Nation  had  really 
fuch  a  Commiflion  from  God,  or  no ;  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  truly  direded  by  a  divine  O- 
racle  ;  whether  fuch  Wonders  were  really 
wrought  before  their  Eyes,  and  fuch  unque- 
fttonable  Inftances  of  divine  Favour  and  Pro- 
tedion  in  a  long  Series  for  many  Years,  as 
the  Hebrew  Hiflory  relates  ?  Thefe  are  alt 
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Queftions  of  Fad.  But  in  all  fuch  Queftions 
general  and  abftrad  Reafonings  can  have  no 
place,  where  the  Fads  themfelves  are  natural¬ 
ly  and  morally  poflible,  as  every  one  may 
perceive  they  are  in  this  cafe.  If  the  fupreme 
Governor  of  the  World  has  a  right  to  give 
fuch  Commillion,  if  it  is  not  unjuft  to  ufe 
the  hands  of  Men,  inftead  of  a  Plague  or 
Fire  from  Heaven,  to  punifh  the  Wickednefs 
of  Men,  the  only  queftion  that  can  remain 
in  fuch  a  cafe  is  this,  Whether  in  fad 
the  Hebrew  Nation  did  really  receive  fuch  a 
Commiftion  from  Jehovah,  or  no  ?  Thus 
far  then  the  whole  will  reft  upon  the  Evi¬ 
dence  of  the  Mofaic  Revelation  j  and  there 
I  fhall  leave  it,  it  not  being  the  Defign  of 
this  Diflertation  to  enter  into  an  Argument, 
in  which  many,  as  I  apprehend,  have  already 
given  fo  full  Satisfadion, 


CHAP.  II. 

Plan  of  the  Hebrew  Government . 

TTAVING  premifed  the  principal  Views 
•*-  -*•  and  Intentions  of  ereding  the  Hebrew 
Government,  and  of  its  civil  Polity,  we  may 
proceed  to  confider  the  Government  itfelf. 

The  Hebrews  were  intended  to  be  a  Na¬ 
tion,  which  fhould  preferve  the  Knowledge 
and  Worfhip  of  the  one  true  God,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  all  Idolatry ;  and  therefore  to  be  a 
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diftinct  Kingdom,  feparate  fiom  the  idola¬ 
trous  Nations  every  where  about  it. 

This  was  to  be  a  Government  formed  for 
the  Peace  and  Profperity  of  the  Subjects  of 
it,  to  have  thefe  Bleffings  fecured  by  a  par¬ 
ticular  Protection  of  Jehovah  their  God  and 
their  King,  they  keeping  to  the  Conftitution 
of  his  Government,  and  in  obedience  to  his 
Laws.  It  was  a  Government  delignd  to  con¬ 
tinue  for  many  hundred  Years,  the  Scepter 
was  not  to  depart  from  Judah ,  nor  a  Law¬ 
giver  from  between  his  Feet  y  till  Shiloh  came. 
They  were  to  enjoy  their  Religion  and  their 
own  Polity,  till  a  better  Conftitution  fhould 
take  place  in  the  Kingdom  of  Mejfiah : 
This  was  then  to  be  an  Eftablilhment  for  a- 
bove  fourteen  hundred  Years. 

The  Wifdom  of  this  Policy,  you  perceive, 
is  principally  to  be  feen  in  two  Provifions : 
The  firft  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Peace, 
Profperity,  and  Power  of  the  Hebrews ,  as 
a  diftind  Nation,  from  all  Invafions  of  fo¬ 
reign  Nations,  and  from  all  Ambition  of 
great  Men,  or  popular  Sedition  among  them- 
felves  to  deftroy  either.  The  other  was  to 
provide  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  true  Re¬ 
ligion,  and  to  keep  out  Idolatry,  that  it 
might  not  infed  this  People,  as  it  had  al¬ 
ready  all  the  other  Nations  of  the  World. 

The  wife  Provifion  made  for  both  thefe 
Ends  will  beft  appear  by  confidering  the  true 
Form  of  this  Government,  as  God  appointed 
it  by  his  Servant  Mofes .  This  alone  is  the 
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'true  Plan  of  it,  which  mu  ft  be  carefully  dif- 
tinguiftfd  from  all  Deviations  from  it,  or 
Corruptions  of  it,  whether  under  the  fudges, 
the  Kings,  or  the  Macchabees  ;  fo  that  what- 
foever  may  be  found  among  any  Conftitutions, 
or  in  any  Ads  of  the  Adminiftration  in  thofe 
times,  that  may  juftly  be  blamed  or  cen- 
fured,  they  are  folely  to  bear  the  blame :  An 
original  Conftitution,  different  from  them. 
Will  be  altogether  free  from  it. 

Property  is  the  natural  foundation  of 
Power,  and  fo  of  Authority  5  hence  the  na¬ 
tural  Foundation  of  every  Government  is 
laid  in  the  Diftribution  Of  the  Lands  or  Terri¬ 
tory  belonging  to  it,  to  the  feveral  Members 
of  ir.  If  the  Prince  is  Proprietor  of  the 
Lands,  as  in  fome  Eafiern  Governments, 
fuch  Prince  will  be  abfolutc  5  for  all  who 
hold  the  Lands,  holding  them  of  the  Prince, 
and  injoying  them  athisWLU  and  Pleafure,  are 
fo  fubjed  to  his  Will,  that  they  are  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  Slaves,  not  of  free  Subjeds.  If  the 
Property  is  divided  .among  a  few  Men,  the  reft 
holding  of  them,  and  under  them  as  Vaflais, 
the  Power  and  Authority  of  Government 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  thofe  few  Men,  as  a  No¬ 
bility,  whatever  Authority  may  be  lodged  in 
the  hands  of  one  or  more  Perfons,  for  the 
fake  of  Unity  in  Counfel  and  Adion ;  but  if 
the  Property  be  generally  divided  near  equal¬ 
ly  among  all  the  Members  of  the  Society, 
the  true  Power  and  Authority  of  fuch  Go¬ 
vernment  will  naturally  be  in  all  the  Mem- 
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bets  of  that  Society,  whatever  Form  of  U* 
nion  they  may  have,  for  the  better  Direction 
of  the  whole  as  a  political  Body. 

CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  Hebrew  Territoiy ,  and 
Dijlribution  of  it. 

npH.E  Territory,  in  which  this  Government 
**■  of  the  Hebrew  Nation  was  to  be  fet¬ 
tled,  lay  as  it  were  between  the  great  Em¬ 
pires  of  Egypt,  AJfyria ,  and  Babylon  ;  though 
more  immediately  bounded  by  fome  fmaller 
Nations  in  Syria  and  Arabia ,  of  lefs  Power 
and  Extent  of  Dominion. 

Extent  of  The  Extent  of  this  Country,  and  its  Con- 
brew*7>;-  tents  *11  Acres,  have  been  very  differently 
ritory.  deferibed  by  Authors.  I  would  avoid  all 
geographical  Niceties  concerning  the  Situa¬ 
tion  of  Places,  mentioned  in  the  more  an¬ 
cient  Hiftory,  as  of  little  ufe  ;  yet  it  will  be 
necelfary,  I  think,  to  give  a  general  Account 
of  the  Extent  of  the  Hebrew  Territory,  to 
obviate  an  Error  which  has  mif-led  fome  ac¬ 
curate  Authors  into  a  Miftake  of  great  Con- 
fequence.  Hecateeus  in  Jofephus *,  makes 
the  Territory  o vjudtea  to  contain  only  three 
Millions  of  Acres,  which  leems  a  fmall  Pro- 
vifion  of  Land  for  the  whole  Number  of  If- 
raelites ,  who  were  to  be  fettled  in  it. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  Computation  Mr.  Harrington* 
obferves,  “  The  Land  of  Canaan  would 
££  have  afforded  to  this  Commonwealth  a 
“  Root  or  Balance,  confiding  of  three 
“  Millions  of  Acres  ;  which,  reckoning  the 
££  whole  People  in  the  twelve  Tribes  at  fix 
££  hundred  and  two  thoufand  (which  is  more 
££  than  in  the  latter  Poll  they  came  to)  would 
££  have  afforded  unto  every  Man  four  Acres, 
££  with  a  handfome  Remainder,  for  the  Prin- 
<£  ces  of  Tribes,  Heads  of  Families,  Levitical 
££  Cities,  and  other  publick  Ufes ;  four  Acres 
“  to  a  Man,  he  obferves,  may  feem  but  a 
££  fmall  Lot ;  but  to  leffen  the  Difficulty,  he 
££  adds,  yet  the  Roman  People  under  Ro~ 
ic  mulus ,  and  long  after,  had  but  two.”  But 
I  think  this  Difficulty  will  be  much  better 
anfwer'd  by  obferving,  that  Hecatxus,  who 
lived  under  Rtolemy  Lagus ,  firft  King  of  E - 
gypt,  on  the  Divifion  of  Alexander's  Empire, 
among  his  Captains,  very  likely  gave  an  ac¬ 
count  of  that  part  of  Judeea  only,  which  the 
Jews  inhabited  at  that  time  by  Allowance 
of  Alexander's  Generals,  and  the  King  of 
Egypt  b  and  when  ten  of  the  Tribes  were 
loft  in  Captivity,  and  many  of  the  Jews 
were  fettled  in  other  Places,  and  when  the 
Samaritans  were  aftually  poffefs'd  of  a  great 
Portion  of  the  ancient  Hebrew  Inheritance. 
However  it  be,  this  Computation  of  Heca - 
teens,  which  fo  many  learned  Men  have  fol¬ 
low'd,  cannot  be  a  true  Account  of  the  Ter- 
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ritory,  which  Mofts  directed  to  be  divided 
among  the  twelve  Tribes. 

For  the  general  Bounds  of  this  Territory 
are  fixed  to  be,  from  Mount  Lebanon  on  the 
North  to  the  Mountains  of  Scir  and  Siny 
or  part  of  Arabia  Petr  tea  on  the  South  > 
and  from  the  Mediterranean  Sea  Wcftward, 
to  the  Mountains  of  Abarim ,  and  the  Dei'art 
of  Arabia ,  on  the  Eaft.  If  you  conlult  the 
belt  Maps  of  Spanheim ,  Cellar  ins,  and  Re- 
land ,  you  will  find,  that  this  Country  is  fi- 
tuate  from  about  31  to  33.  Degrees  North 
Latitude.  Cellanus  in  particular  makes 
Mount  Scir  and  Bozra ,  not  quite  3 1  5  and 
Mount  Lebanon  and  Sidon,  above  34.. 

And  this  Account  is  confirmed  bv  known 
mealured  Diftanccsof  Places.  The  meaiured 
*  Diftance  from  Dan  to  Beerfieba ,  both 
which  were  within  their  relpe&ive  Bounds 
North  and  South,  is  one  hundred  and  fixty 
Miles ;  to  this,  if  you  add  the  Diftance  from 
Dan  to  Mount  Lebanon ,  and  from  Beer- 
flieba  to  Mount  Scir  and  Arabia  Petraay 
the  Length  of  the  promifed  Land  North  and 
South,  may  well  be  reckon'd  at  two  hundred 
Miles. 

As  to  the  Breadth  Eaft  and  Weft,  tho’  it 
was  unequal  in  feveral  Places,  yet  • \  Span¬ 
heim  places  Rhinocolura  at  ya  Degrees,  30 
Minutes,  Longitude ;  and  the  Borders  of  A- 
rabia  the  Deiart  at  y6  Degrees,  20  Minutes  j 
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and  many  confiderable  Places  fhort  of  the 
Defart,  are  in  y<5,  as  ‘Philadelphia ,  Pilla) 
Mount  Gilead ,  and  even  Pdamafcus.  To 
take  the  Ditlance  from  Joppa  to  Arabia , 
which  was  a  middle  Diftance  between  the 
Ihorteft  and  the  longeft,  and  fo  may  ferve 
for  a  common  Meafure  Joppa  is  reckon’d 
53  Degrees  34.  Minutes,  and  the  Borders  of 
Arabia  5b  Degrees  20  Minutes,  or  about  3 
Degrees  of  Longitude,  which,  at  that  Lati¬ 
tude,  will  be  at  about  fifty  Miles  to  a  Degree ; 
in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and  fifty  Miles, 

If  we  further  compute  this  Diftance  by  a  filial 
Meafure*,  from  Joppa  to  Jordan ,  was  fixty- 
five  Miles  5  from  Jordan  to  Philadelphia , 
forty-five ;  in  the  whole,  one  hundred  and 
ten  :  If  to  this  we  add  the  Diftance  from 
Philadelphia  totheDefart,  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  Miles,  it  will  be  one  hundred  and  thirty, 
or  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  Miles  from 
Eaft  to  Weft. 

And  it  is  to  be  obferv’d,  that  the  Moun¬ 
tains  were  themfelves  included  within  the 
Bounds,  as  well  as  fome  Spaces  beyond  them, 
efpecially  to  the  Eaft  and  South,  in  fo  much 
that  lometimes  Mofes  makes  Euphrates  the  Dcut 
Eajlern  Boundary  of  the  promis'd  Land  ; 
however  it  is  plain,  the  Hebrews  had  the 
Privilege  of  Common  in  the  Defart  of  A- 
rabia ,  and  fent  their  Cattle  to  feed  there, 
which,  however  defart  in  the  general,  had  yet 
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many  {pots  of  good  Ground  inter fpcrs’d  a- 
mong  the  more  barren  parts. 

The  Mountains  themfelves  were  a  pro¬ 
fitable  Pofieflion,  affording  Timber  in  plenty, 
and  of  great  value,  as  the  Cedars  of  Leba¬ 
non  fufficiently  {hew.  Lebanon  was  even  fa¬ 
mous  for  its  Wines,  and  the  other  moun¬ 
tainous  Parts  abounded  in  Honey  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  kind ;  and  fed  great  Numbers  of 
Goats  and  Kids. 

Here  are  three  Computations  of  the  Con¬ 
tents  of  the  Hebrew  Territory  ;  the  largeif 
at  two  hundred  Miles  by  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  which  is  no  ways  unreafonable,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Boundaries.  The  middle,  which 
reckons  one  hundred  and  eighty  Miles,  by 
one  hundred  and  thirty,  is  certainly  not  an 
over-reckoning,  adding  the  Ground  from  the 
Cities  to  the  Boundaries,  to  the  mcafured 
Diftance  between  City  and  City.  The  lead 
Computation,  by  the  meafured  Diflances 
from  one  City  to  another  is  certainly  too 
little,  as  it  plainly  leaves  out  a  very  confi- 
derable  and  profitable  Part  of  the  Territory ; 
and  yet  this  Computation  is  one  hundred 
and  fixty  Miles,  by  one  hundred  and  ten. 

The  lowcfl  of  thefe  Computations  then 
will  contain  eleven  millions  two  hundred 
and  lixty-four  thoufand  Acres.  The  mean 
Computation  fourteen  millions  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  Acres  >  and 
the  larged  will  contain  nineteen  millions  and 
two  hundred  thoufand  Acres. 

The 
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The  very  lowed  Calculation  would  have 
allow’d  a  Divifion  of  fixteen  Acres  and  a  half 
to  each  of  the  fix  hundred  thouland  He¬ 
brews  ,  for  their  perfonal  Property  5  and  a 
Remainder  of  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fixty-four  thoufand  Acres  for  the  Levitical 
Cities,  the  Princes  of  Tribes,  the  Heads  of  Fa¬ 
milies,  or  other  publick  Ufcs,  which  is  above 
four  times  as  much  as  the  common  Calcula¬ 
tion  from  Hecdtaus. 

According  to  the  mean  Computation,  the 
Contents  in  Acres  will  be  fourteen  millions 
nine  hundred  and  leventy-fix  thoufand.  This 
Quantity  of  Land  will  divide  to  fix  hundred 
thoufand  Men,  above  twenty-one  Acres  and 
an  half  in  Property,  with  a  Remainder  of  one 
million  nine  hundred  and  feventy-fix  thou¬ 
fand  Acres  for  the  aforefaid  publick  Ufcs;  a- 
bove  five  times  as  much  as  the  common 
Computation  from  Hecatseus.  In  the  lar¬ 
ged  Calculation,  the  Contents  in  Acres  will 
be  nineteen  millions  and  two  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  j  which  will  divide  to  each  Man  twenty-* 
five  Acres  in  Property,  and  will  leave  four 
millions  of  Acres  for  publick  Ufes,  which  is 
above  fix  times  as  much  as  Hecatscus  com¬ 
putes  in  his  Reckoning  of  three  millions  of 
Acres.  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  •  thought  im¬ 
pertinent  to  the  Subjed,  to  be  fo  particular, 
infetting  right  aMiftake  attended  with  confi- 
derable  Difficulties,  as  if  the  Land  of  Promife 
could  never  maintain  fo  great  Numbers  as 
were  to  live  upon  it ;  and  becaufe  the  Mil- 
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take  itfclf  had  obtain’d,  chiefly  it  fhould  feem 
by  the  Authority  of  He  cat  reus ,  to  miflead 
many,  and  fome  very  difcerning  and  judici¬ 
ous  W titers  on  this  Subject. 

You  fee,  according  to  unqueftionable  ac¬ 
counts  from  actual  Meafure,  and  the  De¬ 
grees  of  Latitude  and  Longitude,  in  which 
it  is  fituated,  the  Territory  ailigned  to  the 
Hebrews  for  their  Habitation,  was  not  fo 
ftrait  and  narrow  as  generally  reprel'ented  ; 
from  which  fome  have  inferr’d,  fo  great  a 
Number  of  People  could  not  have  found 
the  bare  Neceflaries  of  Life  in  it,  at  lcaft  that 
all  mult  have  lived  in  a  very  low  and  almoJt 
beggarly  Condition.  Whereas  it  appears  in 
tact,  there  was  a  Provifion  of  Land  for  each 
Man  in  Property,  upon  every  one  of  the  Cal¬ 
culations,  furheient  for  a  plentiful  and  decent 
Maintenance  with  Induftry,  good  Husbandry, 
and  Frugality,  which  the  Conftitution  itfelf 
made  falhionablc  and  honourable,  tho’  by  it ' 
none  could  have  fuch  Eflates  as  to  indulge 
themfelves  or  encourage  others  in  Idlenefs 
or  Luxury ;  for  a  Provilion  of  above  fixteen, 
or  twenty-one  or  twenty-five  Acres  of  Land 
in  Property  to  each  Perfon,  would  enable 
them  with  all  the  Advantages  of  that  Coun¬ 
try  and  Climate,  to  live  as  well  as  Men  can 
do  in  ours  upon  an  Eftate  of  forty,  fifty,  or 
fixty  Pounds  a  Year,  of  their  own. 

Thus  here  was  a  Provifion  made  for  a 
Militia  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  Men  for 
the  Defence  of  the  Country,  to  maintain 

the 
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the  Hebrew  Government  in  peace  and  fafc- 
ty ;  and  here  was  a  Provifton  for  a  general 
National  Plenty  and  National  Virtue,  the 
Conftitution  recommending  Induftry,  Huf- 
bandry,  and  Frugality,  as  prudent  and  ho¬ 
nourable,  when  every  Man’s  Circumftances 
naturally  reprefented  them  fo,  to  every  wife 
Man’s  Obfervation.  And  here  was  further 
a  Provifion  to  leave  this  Property  and  Li¬ 
berty  with  great  Security  to  their  Families, 
and  Pofterity,  free  from  foreign  or  domeftick 
Oppreflion. 

To  make  this  Foundation  of  the  Hebrew 
Government  folid  and  lafting,  the  Wifdom 
of  Jehovah  their  Lawgiver  declared,  as  two 
effential  Laws  of  the  Conftitution,  that  the 
Territory  fhould  be  equally  divided.  So  that 
the  whole  fix  hundred  thoufand  fhould  each 
have  a  full  Property,  in  an  equal  Part  of  it  ; 
and  that  every  Man  fhould  hold  his  Eftate 
as  a  Free-hold  in  chief,  immediately  from 
God  himfelf,  as  of  his  Crown,  without  any 
other  Tenure  of  Service  or  Vaftalage  to  any 
great  Men  whatfoever,  as  intermediate  Lords; 
and  that  this  Tenure  fhould  be  unalienable, 
or  that  thefe  Eftates  thus  originally  fettled 
fhould  never  after  be  alienated  from  the  Fa¬ 
mily,  but  were  to  defcend  by  an  indefeafible 
Entail  in  perpetual  Succeflion. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Diflrihution  of  the  whole  Territory 
into  equal  Parts . 


'TpHE  Divifion  of  the  Land  was  ordered  to 
be  made  with  great  cxactnefs,  under  the 
Care  and  Direction  of  the  High-Prieft,  the 
judge,  and  one  of  the  Princes  of  each  Tribe. 
And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes ,  faying , 
thefe  are  the  Names  of  the  Men  which 
fall  divide  the  Land  unto  you,  Eleazer 
the  Friefl,  and  Jofua  the  Son  of  Nun 
and  ye  fall  take  one  Rrince  of  every  Tribe 
to  divide  the  Land  by  Inheritance.  The 
manner  of  this  Divifion  is  exprefs’d  in  ano¬ 
ther  Law.  And  ye  jhall  divide  the  Land 
by  Lot ,  for  an  Inheritance  among  your  Fa¬ 
milies  i  and  to  the  more ,  ye  fall  give  the 
more  Inheritance  and  to  the  fewer,  ye  jhall 
give  the  lefs  Inheritance  :  every  Mans  In¬ 
heritance  jhall  be  in  the  glace  where  his  Lot 
falleth,  according  to  the  Tribes  of  your  Fa¬ 
thers,  ye  fall  inherit. 

This  Divifion  was  accordingly  made  by 
Jofua,  who,  after  Gad,  Reuben ,  and  the 
half  Tribe  of  Manajfeh,  had  received  the' 
Lot  of  their  Inheritance  beyond  Jordan,  to 
the  Pattern  Boundaries ;  and  when  they,  who 
had  been  fent  out  on  purpofe  to  defcribe  the 
Land,  had  defcribed  it  by  Cities,  and  were 
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returned  with  the  Defcription  in  a  Book  to 
Jojhua ,  Jojhua  caft  Lots  for  them  in  Shiloh ,  jofh.xviii. 
before  the  Lord  ;  and  there  Jojhua  divided1' 
the  Land  unto  the  Children  of Ijirael,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  Divifions,  that  is,  to  the  T ribes 
who  had  not  yet  received  their  Divifion, 

Eaftward  of  Jordan. 

Yon  fee  this  Divifion  of  the  Land  by  Lot, 
was  to  the  feveral  Tribes  according  to  their 
Families ;  fo  that  in  this  Divifion,  every  T ribe 
and  every  Family  received  their  Lot  and  Share 
by  themfelves,  diftincl  from  all  the  other 
Tribes.  Thus  each  of  the  Tribes  remain  d 
by  the  Conftitution  a  difiind  Province,  ill 
which  all  the  Free-holders  were  not  only  Is¬ 
raelites,  but  of  the  fame  Tribe,  or  the  De¬ 
fendants  of  the  fame  Patriarch  of  Reuben,  or 
of  Judah ,  &c.  And  the  feveral  Families  were 
placed  together  in  the  fame  Neighbourhood, 
receiving  their  Inheritance  in  the  fame  Part  or 
Sub-divifion  of  the  Tribe  ;  oreachTribe  may 
be  faid  to  live  together  in  one  and  the  fame 
County,  and  each  Family  in  one  and  the 
fame  Hundred :  fo  that  every  Neighbourhood 
were  Relations  to  each  other,  and  of  the 
fame  Families,  as  well  as  Inhabitants  of  the 
fame  Place.  Nor  was  it  permitted  for  an  E- 
ftate  in  one  Tribe,  to  become  the  Property 
of  any  Perfon  belonging  to  another  Tribe, 
though  by  the  Marriage  of  an  Heirefs ;  for 
it  was  provided  by  an  exprefs  Law,  in  the 
Cafe  of  the  Daughters  and  Coheirefles  ol 
Zelophehad ,  Let  them  marry  to  whom  they  Numbers  ^ 
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like  befly  only  to  the  Family  of  the  Tribe  of 
their  Father  fall  they  marry  :  fo  Jhall  not 
the  Inheritance  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael  re¬ 
move  from  Tribe  to  Tribe  :  for  every  one 
of  the  Children  of  Ifrael  jhall  keep  him- 
felf  to  the  Inheritance  of  the  Tribe  of  his 
Fathers. 

The  maimer  in  which  the  Territory  was 
divided  by  Lot,  is  very  juftly  deferibed,  I 
think,  by  an  ingenious  Author.  “  It  were 
abfurd  to  think,  that  this  Lot  determined 
ot  Proportions  5  for  fo  a  mean  Man  might 
have  come  to  have  been  richer  than  the 
Prince  of  his  Tribe  :  but  the  Proportions 
allotted  unto  Tribes  being  hated,  though 
at  firft  but  by  guefs,  and  enter'd  into  the 
Lot  Book  of  the  Surveyors,  (who,  faith 
Jofephus ,  were  mod  expert  in  Geometry) 
the  Princes  came  firft  unto  the  Urns, 
whereof  the  one  contain'd  the  Names  of 
the  Tribes  that  were  to  draw,  the  other  the 
Names  of  thofe  Parcels  of  Land,  that  were 
<c  to  be  drawn  firft  unto  a  whole  Tribe  : 
Thus  the  Name  of  a  Tribe,  for  example 
Benjamin ,  being  drawn  out  of  one  Urn, 
tc  unto  that  Name  a  Parcel  was  drawn  out 
of  the  other  Urn,  for  example,  the  Coun¬ 
try  lying  between  Jericho  and  Bethleem: 
This  being  done,  and  the  Prince  of  the 
Tribe  having  chofen  in  what  Place  he 
would  take  his  agreed  Proportion,  whe- 
<c  ther  of  fourteen  thoufand  Acres,  or  the 
like  "  :  (For  our  Author  fuppofes  the  Heads 
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of  Families  and  Princes  of  Tribes  had  a 
greater  Proportion  of  Land  aftigned  to  them, 
on  account  of  their  Quality  and  Power  in 
the  Tribes  : )  “  Then  the  reft  of  the  Country 
was  fubdivided  in  the  Lot-Books,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Number  of  Families  in  the 
Tribe  of  this  Prince,  and  the  Parcels  fub¬ 
divided  being  caft  into  one  Urn,  the 
Names  of  the  Patriarchs  into  the  other, 
e<  the  fame  Tribe  came  again  by  Families. 

<c  Thus  every  Patriarch  making  choice  in 
cc  what  one  part  of  this  Lot  he  would  take 
his  agreed  proportion,  whether  of  four 
<c  thoufand  Acres,  or  the  like ;  the  Remain- 
“  der  was  again  fubdivided,  according  to  the 
cc  Number  of  Names  in  his  Family:  If  they 
were  more  than  the  Parcel  would  furnifh,  at 
“  fourAcres  a  Man;”  (which  was  the  Propor¬ 
tion  according  to  the  *Eftimate  of  Hecatteus, 
which  our  Author  follows ;  but  fhould  have 
been  on  a  truer  Calculation  fixteen,  or  twenty- 
one,  ortwenty-fiveAcres  for  each  Man;)  “then 
was  that  Defed  amended  byAdditions  of  the 
“  next  Parcel,  and  if  they  were  fewer,  then 
“  the  Overplus  was  caft  over  unto  the  next 
Parcel.  Thus  the  Inheritance  of  the  Chil- 
“  dren  of  Simeon  was  taken  out  of  the  Por¬ 
tion  of  the  Children  of  Judah ,  for  the 
u  Part  of  the  Children  of  Judah  was  too 
“  much  for  them;  therefore  the  Children j01- X:X9 
ce  of  Simeon  had  their  Inheritance  within 
“  the  Inheritance  of  them/’  This  gives  an 

eafy 

*  Harrington  Commonwealth  of  Ifrael. ,  c.  n,  §.12. 


4<S  Of  the  Civil  Government 

cafy  account  of  the  manner  of  this  Lot, 
which  has  been  pretended  by  fomc  Perfons 
who  love  Objections,  to  be  attended  with  fo 
many  Difficulties,  as  to  appear  impracticable. 
All  who  have  any  notion  of  the  manner  of 
drawing  our  late  Lotteries,  the  Numbers  out 
of  one  Wheel,  the  Blanks  and  Prizes  out  of 
another,  will  fee  this  Divifion  by  Lot  thus 
explained,  to  be  not  only  a  thing  practicable, 
but  very  eafy  and  exaCl.  Every  Tribe  and  e- 
very  Family  being  thus  fettled  in  their  Inhe¬ 
ritances,  became  Local  without  Remove ; 
each  was  to  continue,  and  their  Pofterity  after 
them,  on  the  fame  Eftate,  which  originally 
fell  to  them  for  their  Inheritance. 

7heEjiates  In  order  to  prclcrve  as  near  as  poffible  the 
of  the  He-  fame  Balance,  not  only  between  the  Tribes, 
^henahle.  but  between  the  Pleads  of  Families,  and  the 
Families  of  the  fame  Tribes,  it  was  further 
provided,  that  every  Man’s  Pofleffion  fhould 
be  unalienable. 

Deut  xv.  The  Wifdom  of  this  Conflitution  had 
i,  2,  12.  provided  for  a  Releafe  of  all  Debts  and 
Servitudes  every  feventhYear,  that  the  He¬ 
brew  Nation  might  not  moulder  away  from 
fo  great  a  Number  of  free  Subjects,  and  be 
loft  to  the  Publick  in  the  Condition  of  Slaves. 
It  was  moreover  provided,  by  the  Law  of  Ju¬ 
bilee,  which  was  every  fiftieth  Year,  that 
then  all  Lands  fhould  be  reftor’d,  and  the  E- 
ftate  of  every  Family,  being  difeharged  from 
all  Incumbrances,  fhould  return  to  the  Fa¬ 
mily  again.  For  this  there  was  an  exprefs 
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Law.  Te  jhall  hallow  the  fiftieth  Tear, Lev.  xxv. 
and  proclaim  Liberty  throughout  all  the'0' 
Lana ,  unto  all  the  Inhabitants  thereof: 

It  Jhall  be  a  Jubilee  unto  you ,  and  ye  Jhall 
return  every  Man  to  his  Foffejfion ,  and  ye 
Jhall  return  every  Man  unto  his  Family.  It 
is  further  ena&ed,  And  the  Land  Jhall  not 
be  fold  for  ever ;  or,  as  in  the  Margin,  to 
be  quite  cut  off  or  alienated  from  the  Fa¬ 
mily  ;  for  the  Land  is  mine ,  for  ye  are  23. 
Strangers  and  Sojourners  with  me. 

By  this  Agrarian  Law  of  the  Hebrews , 
all  Eftates  were  to  be  kept  in  the  fame  Fa¬ 
milies,  as  well  as  the  fame  Tribes  to  which 
they  originally  belonged  at  the  firft  Divifion 
of  the  Land  by  JoJhua ;  fo  that  how  often 
foever  a  Man’s  Eftate  had  been  fold  or  alie¬ 
nated  from  one  jubilee  to  another,  or  how 
many  Hands  foever  it  had  palled  through, 
yet  in  fifty  Years  every  Eftate  muft  return 
to  the  Heirs  of  the  Perfons  who  were  firft 
pofiefied  of  it. 

It  was  at  firft  an  excellent  Conftitution, 
conlidering  the  Defign  of  this  Government, 
to  make  fo  equal  a  Divifion  of  the  Land  a- 
mong  the  whole  Hebrew  Nation,  according 
to  the  Poll;  it  made  Provifion  for  fettling 
and  maintaining  a  numerous  and  a  brave 
Militia  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  Men,  which 
if  their  Force  was  rightly  dire&ed  and  ufed, 
would  be  a  fufficient  Defence  not  only  a- 
gainft  any  Attempts  of  their  lefs  powerful 
Neighbours,  to  deprive  them  of  their  Li¬ 
berty 


Of  the  Civil  Government 

berty  or  Religion,  but  confidering  moreover 
the  natural  Security  of  their  Country  into 
which  no  Inroads  could  be  made  but  through 
very  difficult  Pafles  :  It  was  a  Force  ffifficient 
to  defend  them  againft  the  more  powerful 
Empires  of  Egypt ,  AJJyria ,  or  Babylon. 

TheWifdom  of  this  Conftitution  is  yet 
further  obfervable,  as  it  provided  againft 
all  ambitious  Deftgns  of  private  Pcrfons,  or 
Pcrlbns  in  Authority,  againft  the  publick  Li-, 
berty ,  for  no  Perfon  in  any  of  the  Tribes^ 
or  throughout  the  whole  Hebrew  Nation, 
had  fuch  Eftates  and  Poflcflions,  or  were  al¬ 
low’d  by  the  Conftitution  to  procure  them/" 
that  could  give  any  hopes  of  Succefs  in  op¬ 
prefling  their  Brethren  and  Fellow-Subjects. 
They  had  no  Riches  to  bribe  indigent  Per- 
fons  to  aflift  them,  nor  could  there  at  any 
time  be  any  confiderable  Number  of  indi¬ 
gent  Perfons  to  be  corrupted.  They  could 
have  no  power  to  force  their  Fellow-Sub^ 
jedts  into  a  tame  Submillion  to  any  of  their 
ambitious  Views.  The  Power  in  the  hands 
of  fo  many  Freeholders  in  each  Tribe,  was 
lb  unfpeakably  fuperior  to  any  Power  in  the 
hands  of  one  or  of  a  few  Men,  that  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  conceive  how  any  fuch  ambitious 
Deftgns  fhould  fuccecd,  if  any  Pcrfons 
fhould  have  been  found  fo  weak  as  to  attempt 
them. 

Beftdcs  this  equal  and  moderate  Provifion 
for  every  Perfon,  wifely  cut  off  the  means  of 
Luxury,  with  the  Temptations  to  it,  from 

example. 
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Example.  .  It  almoft  necefiarily  put  the  whole 
Hebrew  Nation  upon  Indufcry  and  Frugality, 
and  yet  gave  to  every  one  fuch  a  Property, 
with  fuch  an  eafy  Pate  of  Liberty,  that  they 
had  fufheient  reafon  to  efteem  and  value  them, 
and  endeavour  to  preferve  and  maintain 
them. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  take  notice 
here,  of  an  Obfervation  of  Lord  Bacon,  to 
fhew  the  political  Wifdom  of  this  Part  of  the 
Hebrew  Confutation.  He  is  obferving  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Law,  which  required  “  that 
“  all  Houfes  of  Husbandry,  that  were  ufed 
£C  with  twenty  Acres  of  Ground,  or  upwards, 
<c  fhould  be  maintain'd  and  kept  up  for  ever  5 
“  together  with  a  competent  Proportion  of 
“  Land,  to  be  ufed  and  occupied  with  them ; 
“  and  in  no  wife  to  be  feparted  from  them.” 
By  thefc  means,  he  obferves,  “  the  Houfes 
“  being  kept  up,  did  of  necefiity  enforce  a 
“  Dweller,  and  the  Proportion  of  Land  for 
“  Occupation  being  kept  up,  did  of  nccellity 
“  enforce  that  Dweller,  not  to  be  a  Beggar  or 
“  Cottager,  but  a  Man  of  forne  Subdancc. — « 
“  This,  he  proceeds,  did  wonderfully  con- 
cc  cern  the  Might  and  Manhood  of  the  King- 
<c  dom,  to  have  Farms  as  it  were  of  a  Stan- 
“  dard  fufheient  to  maintain  an  able  Body 
“  out  of  Penury;  and  did  in  effed  amortize 
“  a  great  part  of  the  Lands  of  the  Kingdom 
“  unto  the  Hold  and  Occupation  of  the  Yeo- 
“  manry  or  middle  People,  of  a  condition. 
“  between  Gentlemen  and  Cottagers,  or 
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“  Peafants. — Thus  did  the  King  fow  Hydra’s 
“  Teeth,  he  concludes,  whereupon  (accord- 
u  ing  to  the  Poet’s  Fidion)  fhould  rife  up 
“  armed  Men  for  the  Service  of  the  King- 
“  dom*.” 

How  much  docs  this  Obfervation  of  one 
of  the  wifeft  and  mod:  able  Politicians  re¬ 
commend  the  Conftitutions  of  the  Hebrew 
Government  to  us,  as  they  made  fuch  Pro- 
vifion  not  only  for  a  numerous  Soldiery, 
but  of  fuch  Perfons  alfo  who  were  likely  to 
make  a  good  Soldiery;  of  Men  bred  up  nei¬ 
ther  in  a  fervile  nor  indigent  Condition,  but 
in  a  free  and  fufficiently  plentiful  Condition ; 
not  of  Perfons  who  had  nothing  of  their  own 
to  lofe,  but  of  Perfons  who  had  both  a  va¬ 
luable  Property  and  Liberty  to  defend. 

When  a  good  Conftitution  is  once  well 
fettled,  it  is  a  next  point  of  Wifdom  to  pro¬ 
vide,  that  it  may  be  prelerved  in  After-times. 
The  Agrarian,  or  Law  of  Jubilee,  was  fuch  a 
wife  Provifion,  to  perpetuate  this  Divifion 
of  Lands  and  Eftates,  and  thereby  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  Hebrew  Nation,  a  numerous  and 
a  powerful  People. 

This  was  of  very  great  importance  to  the 
Deilgn,  for  which  this  Government  was  form¬ 
ed.  It  was  intended  to  remain  a  dillind 
Nation,  feparate  from  all  other  Nations  of 
the  Earth  for  many  hundred  Years;  from  the 
giving  of  the  Law  on  Mount  Sinai ,  and 
their  Poffcflion  of  the  promifed  Land,  till 

the 
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the  coming  of  Shiloh ,  and  the  Kingdom  of 
the  Meffiah :  For  it  was  as  a  fcparate  Nation, 
they  were  to  preferve  the  true  Religion  in 
the  Knowledge  and  Worfhip  of  the  one  true 
God,  from  the  Corruption  of  that  prevail¬ 
ing  Idolatry,  which  had  almoft  deftroyed 
both  from  off  the  face  of  the  whole  Earth. 

The  Country  of  the  Hebrews  had  indeed 
a  good  natural  Defence,  being  bounded  e- 
very  way,  either  by  Mountains  and  difficult 
Paffes,  or  by  the  Sea.  Yet  a  very  ftrong 
Barrier  requires  a  Militia  to  defend  it,  on 
occafion  ;  which  ought  to  be  fufficient  for 
Number  and  in  due  Readinefs,  to  oppofe  any 
Inroads  or  Invafion  of  an  Enemy. 

The  Neighbours  of  the  Hebrew  Nation, 
the  Egyptians ,  Ajfjrians ,  and  Babylonians , 
were  very  great  and  powerful  Empires.  The 
Hebrew  Conftitution  had  provided  no  Band¬ 
ing  Army  for  a  national  Defence,  but  had 
rather  made  it  impracticable  ;  yet  the  whole 
Nation  being  obliged  to  appear  in  Arms 
when  legally  fummoned,  the  whole  Nation 
was  as  a  Banding  Army.  And  if  the  He¬ 
brews  had  preferved  the  original  Conftitu¬ 
tion,  or  the  Mofaical ,  they  would  always 
have  had  an  Army  of  near  fix  hundred  tnou- 
fand  Men  in  readinefs,  for  defence  of  their 
Country  at  all  times.  This  military  Service, 
by  which  the  Hebrews  held  their  Land,  is  of 
fuch  confequencc  to  the  right  Underftanding 
of  the  Conftitution,  that  it  will  deferve  a 
particular  Attention. 

1  E  2  The 
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The  He-  The  Exceptions,  allow’d  by  the  military 
hJZ %eU Lav/S>  of  Perfoils  cxcufcd  from  Attendance 
jiutes  by  on  the  Army,  neccflarily  fuppofe  the  Obli- 
ftnary  gations  Gf  au  other  Pcrfons  to  attend  the 
Servi“m  military  Service.  The  Officers  were  to  fpeak 
Deut.  xx.  to  the  People,  faying,  What  Man  is  there 
s,  that  hath  built  a  new  Houfe ,  and  hath 
not  dedicated  it  j  let  him  go  and  return  to 
his  Houfe ,  leji  he  die  in  the  Battle ,  and 
another  Man  dedicate  it.  And  what  Man 
is  he  that  hath  planted  a  Vineyard ,  and 
hath  not  yet  eaten  of  it ,  let  him  alfo  go 
and  return  to  his  Houfe,  left  he  die  in  the 
Battle ,  and  another  Man  eat  of  it.  And 
what  Man  is  there  that  hath  betrothed  a 
Wife ,  and  hath  not  taken  her ,  let  him 
go  and  return  unto  his  Houfe ,  left  he  die 
in  Battle  arid  another  Man  take  her.  This 
Expreffion,  let  him  go  and  return  to  his 
Houfe,  plainly  fhews,  that  though  fome  Per- 
foiis  were  to  be  difpenfed  with,  as  to  their 
Attendance  on  the  Army  for  the  Service  of 
War,  yet  they  were  to  appear  at  the  general 
Mufter,  and  to  be  cxcufcd  there  by  the 
proper  Officers ;  and  that  they  could  not 
excufe  themfelves  or  their  Abfence  from  the 
Mufter  on  any  Plea,  how  true  lbever  it  was, 
or  however  good  in  Law  it  might  be  in  it- 
lclf. 

The  Difpenfations  directed  to  be  given  by 
the  Law  on  thefe  occafions,  was  to  be  for 
Deutercn.  one  Year  only.  When  a  Man  hath  taken  a 
xxiv.  5.  new  Wife,  he  fhall  not  go  out  to  War  j 

neither 
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!  neither  Jballhe  be  charged  with  anyBufnefs , 
but  he  fall  be  free  at  home  one  Tear.  The 
Officers  are  indeed  further  directed  to  fpeak 
unto  the  People,  and  to  fay,  What  Man  is  Beut.  Xx. 
t here  that  is  fearful  and  faint-hearted , 8- 
let  him  go  and  return  to  his  Houfe,  left 
his  Brethren’s  Heart  fail  as  well  as  his 
own  Heart.  This  political  Wifdorn,  to  dift 
mifs  Cowards  before  an  Engagement,  left 
the  Army  fhould  be  feized  with  Fear,  no  ways 
excufed  their  actual  Attendance  in  the  Camp ; 
and  we  find  that  even  when  they  were  dift 
mifs’d  from  the  Camp,  they  were  not  ex¬ 
cufed  all  Service.  They  were  ftill  to  aft 
lift  the  Army,  by  fupplying  the  Camp  with 
Water,  Provifion  and  Ncceflaries,  by  making 
or  mending  Roads,  and  by  ftuch  like  Servi¬ 
ces,  as  a  learned  *  Author  obferves  from 
Maimonides. 

What  great  ftrefs  docs  Mofts  lay  on  the 
important  Obligation  of  uniting  the  whole 
military  Power  of  the  Nation,  for  their  Set¬ 
tlement?  there  is  as  great  reafon,  to  lay  the 
fame  ftrefs  upon  it  for  their  Security  and 
Defence  afterwards. 

When  the  Tribes  of  Reuben  and  Gad  dc- 
ftred  their  Settlement  on  the  Eaft  of  Jordan, 

Mofes  laid  unto  them,  Shall  your  Brethren  Numbers 
go  to  War ,  and  (hall  ye  ft  here  ?  Mofes 6- 
charges  it  upon  them  as  a  moft  heinous  Of- 

E  3  fence, 

*  Qui  a  caftris  revertuntur,  fubminiftrant  aquas,  &  ali- 
rnenta  fratribus  luis,  qui  funt  in  expeditione,  ac  emendant 
vias.  Schtckard  Jus  Reg.  Heb.  c.v.  <Tbeo.  xvii.  p.  m.  1 2  j . 
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fence,  if  they  had  any  intention,  as  they 
feemed  to  have,  to  feparate  their  Proportion, 
or  Quota  of  Troops,  from  the  other  Tribes, 
and  thereby  difunite  and  weaken  the  Army 
of  Ifrael.  If  the  Tribes  were  permitted  to 
take  care  of  themfelvcs,  and  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  Interefts  only,  without  juft  Regard  for 
the  Publick  Good  of  the  whole  Nation,  by 
a  (lifting  it  with  all  their  Forces  united,  the 
very  Being  of  the  Government  and  Nation 
would  be  always  expofed  to  great  danger. 
Mofes  therefore  further  reafons  with  the 
Tribes  of  Reuben ,  and  Gad ,  Behold  ye  are 
rifen  up  in  your  Father  s  J lead ,  or  imitate 
thofc  who  being  Pent  to  difeover  the  Land, 
fo  greatly  difheartened  the  lfraelites ,  that 
they  were  near  refolving  not  to  go  into  the 
Land  which  Jehovah  had  given  them;  but 
as  the  Anger  of  Jehovah  was  kindled  againft 
them,  fo  it  rnuft  be  expected  it  will  be  kind¬ 
led  againft  thofe,  who,  in  imitating  them, 
are  an  Increafe  of  evil  doers,  to  augment  yet 
the  fierce  Anger  of  Jehovah  towards 
rael. 

The  Tribes  were  fenfiblc,  of  fo  juft  and 
reafonable  Expoftulation.  They  came  to 
Mofes  and  promifed,  that  they  would  only 
fettle  their  Children  and  their  Flocks,  but 
r  they  themfelvcs  would  go  ready  armed 
-re  the  Children  of  Ifrael ,  till  (fay  they) 
hr,  e  brov-ht  them  to  their  Flace.  We 

O  ^ 

.  .  rt  rt\  urn  to  our  Houfes ,  until  the 

Jjildren  of  Ifrael  have  inhabited  every 

Man 
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Man  his  Inheritance.  To  this  Promife 
Mofes  replies.  If  ye  will  do  this  thing,  If  Numb, 
ye  will  go  armed  before  Jehovah  to  JVar  xxxiii  2°> 
and  will  go  all  of  you  armed  before  Jeho-2''22'2*' 
vah,  until  he  hath  driven  out  all  his  E- 
nemies  before  him)  and  the  Land  be  fub- 
dued  before  Jehovah ;  then  afterwards  ye 
fhall  return ,  and  be  guiltlefs  before  Jeho¬ 
vah  :  but  if  ye  will  not  do  fo ,  behold  ye 
have  finned  againft  the  Lord ,  and  be  fare 
your  Sin  will  find  you  out. 

That  the  Union  of  the  whole  Force  of  any 
State,  is  necefiary  to  its  Being,  Prcfervation, 
and  Eftablifhment,  every  one  is  ready  to 
grant ;  becaufe  it  is  too  plain  for  any  to  deny. 

The  Wifdom.  of  fuch  ConfUtutions,  as  are 
necefiary  to  keep  the  Force  of  a  State  fo 
united,  muft  be  then  unqueftionable  alfo, 
and  of  as  great  concern  to  every  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  its  Prcfervation  in  any  good  date  of 
Peace,  Liberty  and  Profperity  j  "and  this  will 
fufficiently  juftify  any  Laws  againft  Delation, 
that  are  necefiary  to  prevent  fuch  an  Evil’ 
how  fevere  foever  the  Execution  of  them  may 
appear  in  l'ome  Inftances,  which  yet  have  been 
reprefented  as  too  fevere  by  far  for  Conftitu- 
tions  of  divine  Original.  If  there  are  any 
Perfons  who  really  think  fo,  if  any  honeft 
Perfons  are  ftumblcd  at  it  in  the  Hebrew 
Hiftory  and  Government,  fure  they  have  ne¬ 
ver  confidered  that  Defertion  has  ever  been 
moft  reafonably  judged  a  capital  Crime,  in 
all  Nations  and  Conftitutions  in  the  World, 

£  4  that 
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that  Lenity  in  fuch  cafes  would  be  found 
great  Cruelty  in  the  end  5  for  it  would 
iacrificc  the  Safety  as  well  as  Liberties  or 
a  whole  Nation,  to  the  Impunity  of  a  few 
very  great  Offenders.  Such  Offences  ageinft 
a  Government  are  never  to  be  cxcufcd  or 
palled  over  with  an  cafv  Puniihmcnt,  xvhen 
it  fo  manifcftly  endangers  the  Welfare  and 
Being  of  the  whole 5  and  therefore  all  fuch 
Objections  (\vc  fnall  lee  more  particularly 
hereafter)  are  founded  only  on  Ignorance, 
or  w7ilful  Error  :  They  are  lo  far  from  prov¬ 
ing  any  want  of  Equity  or  Wifdom  in  fuch 
Conflitutions,  that  the)  only  prove  the  Ob¬ 
jectors  are  incapable  judges  of  either,  or  un¬ 
fair  judges  of  both. 

The  whole  Force  of  the  Hebrew  Nation 
feems  to  have  been  wTcll  kept  together,  dur¬ 
ing  the  Aflminiftration  of  Mofes  and  'Jcfbua. 
Then  the  Hebrew  Arms  prevailed  every 
where  ;  but  when  the  Tribes  began  to  be 
fettled,  they  fell  to  their  Husbandry,  were 
fo  intent  on  their  own  private  ^Affairs,  that 
they  srcatlv  nededed  many  of  the  Conftitu- 
tions  for  the  publick  Good.  They  negleded 
to  pofiefs  themlelves  of  the  whole  Land  of 
Promife,  they  left  many  of  the  Canaanites 
to  remain  in  it  5  and  they  leverally  defended 
them  Pelves,  when  attack'd  by  their  Neighbour 
Enemies  in  leparate  Parties,  as  if  they  had 
been  fo  many  leparate  dilfind  Governments, 
rather  than  twelve  united  Provinces  in  the 
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one  Kingdom  of  Jehovah ;  as  you  fee  mani¬ 
festly  in  the  Hiftory  of  their  judges.  JUQges 

They  were  warned  of  thcfe  Mifcarriages  by 
an  Angel.  It  fomewhat  affeCted  them  for 
the  prefent ;  fo  that  when  the  Angel  of  the 
Lord  fpake  thefe  Words  unto  all  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael ,  the  People  lift  up  their  ^ 
voice,  and  wept.  Yet  it  did  not  reform 
their  After-condudt ;  for  they  returned  and 
corrupted  themfelves  more  than  their  Fa¬ 
thers  j  and  they  ceafed  not  from  their  own  Ig. 
Doings ,  nor  from  their  ftubborn  Way . 

Therefore  the  following  Hiftory  of  the 
Judges  was  juft  what  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  ;  the  Power  of  the  remaining  Ca- 
naanites ,  occasional  Judges  rais'd  by  Parties  to 
deliver  them,  as  they  were  opprefted  feveral- 
ly  in  their  Tribes,  the  fmall  undifciplind 
Armies  fet  on  foot  for  their  Defence,  were 
the  natural  Effedts  of  their  Negledt  in  keep¬ 
ing  up  to  the  Constitutions  of  their  Govern¬ 
ment.  In  an  Hiftory  of  fo  great  Confufion, 
we  cannot  hope  to  meet  with  an  Adminiftra- 
tion  after  the  original  Plan,  laid  down  by 
Mofes ;  nor  therefore  to  learn  from  Instan¬ 
ces  in  that  Hiftory,  the  Form  of  regulating 
the  Hebrew  Militia  in  times  of  Peace,  or 
how  an  Army  was  rais'd,  and  ready  to  march 
for  the  publick  Defence,  when  the  People, 
who  were  to  compofe  fuch  Armies,  were 
fettled  in  their  fcveral  Pofleftions.  Yet  wc 
have  manifeft  Footfteps  of  a  wife  Constitu¬ 
tion  for  keeping  up  a  constant  Force  of 

twenty- 
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twenty-four  thoufand  Men,  ready  to  make  an, 
immediate  (land  aginft  any  fudden  Attempt  i 
and  which,  as  appears  from  that  Conftitution, 
might  be  reinforced  very  eafily  by  greater 
Numbers,  as  any  occafion  fhould  be  confi- 
derable  enough  to  call  for  it. 

In  the  times  o {David  we  find,  that  twenty- 
four  thoufand  Men  attended  in  their  Courfes 
every  Month.  This  Number  confifted  likely 
i  Chron.  of  two  thoufand  of  each  Tribe.  A low  the 
Children  of  Ifrael  after  their  Number ,  to 
wit ,  the  chief  Fathers  and  Captains  of 
thoufands ,  and  hundreds ,  and  their  Officers , 
that  ferved  the  King  in  any  matter  of  the 
Courfes  which  came  in  and  went  out  Month 
by  Month ,  throughout  all  the  Months  in 
the  Tear  of  every  Courfe ,  were  twenty  and 
four  thoufand. 

Such  a  Rotation  made  the  Military  Ser¬ 
vice  very  eafy  to  the  whole  Nation,  which 
was  fo  neceflary  to  the  Safety  of  the  whole. 
Twenty-four  thoufand  a  Month,  out  of  fix 
hundred  thoufand  lubjed  to  Military  Ser¬ 
vice,  obliged  each  Perfon  to  actual  Duty  but 
one  Month  in  two  Years,  except  on  extraor¬ 
dinary  occafions ;  and  yet  it  aiforded  a  fuf- 
ficient  Guard  of  Defence  again!!  any  fudden 
Invafion,  or  Attempts  to  difturb  the  Peace 
of  the  Nation. 

It  has  been  further  obferved,  that  this 
Rotation  of  the  Militia  was  at  the  fame 
time  a  Rotation  of  the  Reprcfcntative  of 

the 
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the  Hebrew  Nation,  as  well  as  a  {landing 
Guard.  “  This  AfTembly,”  faith  an  eminent 
Author*,  “  had  not  only  a  Civil,  but  a 
“  Military  Office,  or  Fundi  ion.”  And  fur¬ 
ther  remarks  f,  “  While  the  whole  People 
“  being  an  Army,  Mofes  could  propofe  to 
“  them  in  Body,  or  under  their  Staves  and 
“  Standards  of  their  Camps ;  as  he  need- 
“  ed  not,  fo  he  ufed  not  any  Reprefenta- 
“  tive,  but  when  Jofhua  had  let  the  Deo-  judges  xi. 
“  pie  go ,  and  the  Children  of  Ifrael  went 6- 
“  every  Man  to  his  Inheritance ,  to  pojfefs 
-£  the  Land ,  how  was  it  likely  to  enjoy 
“  Peace,  and  fecure  Safety,  without  the 
“  Wing  of  fome  fuch  Guard  as  this  ?  How 
“  was  it  poffible  to  have  the  Advice  and 
“  Confent  of  the  Nation,  without  fome  fuch 
“  Reprefcntative  ?  And  what  could  be  more 
££  equal,  eafy  and  effedtual,  than  to  perform 
“  this  Duty  by  turns  or  courfes?”  From 
fuch  like  Conftderations  our  Author  con¬ 
cludes,  “  there  is  little  doubt,  that  this 
<£  Congregation  was  according  to  the  Con- 
“  ffitution  of  Mofes.” 

It  is  a  farther  Confirmation  of  this  Ob- 
fervation,  that  David  adlually  ufed  this  Af- 
fembly  in  the  higheft  Affairs  of  State. 

This  AfTembly,  when  called  together  by 
David ,  is  ftyled  the  Congregation,  the ,  chron. 
known  Word  to  fignify  an  AfTembly  of  theXXLX- 
whole  Nation,  or  of  its  Reprefentativc  j 
and  it  was  in  this  Congregation  that  they  2U 

made 

*  Harrington,  Com.  Ifrael.  c.  iii.  §.  i.  I  Id.  ib.  §.2, 
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made  Solomon ,  the  Son  of  T> avid.  King  the 
fecond  time ;  or  confirm'd  by  a  Parliamen¬ 
tary  San&ion  what  before  was  done  by  T)a- 
vid’s  Nomination,  in  the  prefence  only  of  a 
few  of  his  principal  Officers,  on  the  fudricn 
I  Kings  i.  Attempt  of  Adonijah  to  feize  on  the  King¬ 
dom  for  himfclf.  The  fame  Affembly,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  anointed  him,  or 
appointed  by  their  Refolution  Solomon  to  be 
anointed  unto  the  Lord  to  be  Cnief  Gover¬ 
nor,  appointed  Zadok  to  be  Prieit,  Avia- 
thar  having  joined  Adonijah  in  his  Rebel¬ 
lion  3  lo  that  this  *  Affembly  confirmed  as 
by  Authority  of  Parliament,  or  as  the  Rc- 
prefentatives  of  the  People,  two  or  the  high- 
eft  A  els  of  Government,  the  Settlement  of 
the  Crown,  and  of  the  High  Prieilhood. 

It  is  moreover  very  likely,  that  dDavid , 
who  introduced  a  Body-Guard,  or  a  fort  of 
2  Samuel  Praetorian  Bands,  the  Cherethites  and  P e- 
:<v- lS-  lathites ,  which  yet  were  not  above  fix  hun¬ 
dred,  would  have  prefer’d  a  Banding  Army, 
formed  to  Difcipiine  by  himfclf,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  Officers  of  his  own  Nomination, 
to  a  Country  Militia,  fome  cut  of  every 
Tribe,  and  commanded  by  their  own  Offi¬ 
cers,  if  this  had  not  been  a  known  and  an¬ 
cient  Part  of  the  Conftitution,  from  which 
it  was  not  convenient  to  depart. 

Thcfe  Orders  of  the  Hebrew  Government 
feem  of  greater  confcquence  than  they  are 
ulually  thought  to  be,  by  the  very  little  notice 

commonly 

*  Bertram,  de  Repub.  Hub.  c.  x.  p.  130. 
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commonly  taken  of  them  -y  but  which,  rightly 
underftood,  will  ferve  to  explain  fome  other 
things  not  eafiiy  to  be  explained  without  them, 
as  may  further  appear  in  its  proper  place. 


CHAP.  V. 

Particular  Government  of  the  fe¬ 
ver  al  fribes. 

YT7 HEN  the  whole  Body  of  the  Hebrew 
*  *  Nation  was  thus  fettled  in  Canaan , 
each  Perfon  having  an  equal  fhare  in  Land, 
and  an  unalienable  Property  in  it  j  eachTribe 
was  fettled  the  whole  of  it  together,  each 
Tribe  was  under  its  own  proper  and  diftind 
Government,  each  had  its  Scepter  or  Staff  of 
Command,  and  its  Lawgiver,  or  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  Juftice,  according  to  Law  in  its  own 
hands:  fo  that  each  Tribe  judged  its  own 
People,  or,  in  the  Words  of  Jacob  to  Han, 

Han  Jhall  judge  his  People  as  one  of  the  Deuteron 
Tribes  of  Ifrael.  From  whence  it  is  evident,  xlix,  16. 
fays  a  learned  and  judicious  *  Author,  “  that 
<c  every  Tribe  had  its  own  Prince  and  Judge, 

“  and  that  every  Prince  or  Head  of  a  Tribe 
“  judged  his  own  People  y  confequcntly  e- 
“  very  Tribe  had  a  Scepter  and  a  Lawgiver, 

“  as  well  as  the  Tribe  of  Judah.  This 
iC  Power  in  the  Heads  of  Tribes,”  the  fame 

Author 


*  Bp.  Sherlock  Biffertation  III.  304. 
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Exod.  iii.  Author  obfcrves,  “  took  place  immediately 
1 6'  “  on  the  Death  of  Jacob  ;  for  all  Applica- 

Exod.xix.  “  tions  and  MdTages  are  not  to  the  People, 
7*  et  but  to  the  Elders  of  Ifrael.  The  Com- 
*c  mand  of  God  Pent  to  the  Houfe  of  Jacob , 
<e  and  the  Children  of  Ifrael  in  Egypt ,  was 
fC  deliver’d  by  Mofes  to  the  Elders  of  the 
“  People  ;  the  People  and  their  Rulers  are 
Ex.  xxxiv. <c  diftinguifhed  plainly.  Aaron  and  all  the 
31,32.  «  Rulers  of  the  Congregation  returned 

“  unto  him ,  and  Mofes  talked  with  them  ; 
“  and  afterwards  all  the  Children  of  If 
“  rael  came  nigh. 

“  However  the  Government  in  the  feveral 
“  Tribes  of  Ifrael  was  not  monarchical,, but 
“  ariftocratical  j  and  that  no  one  Tribe  had 
“  fuperiority  over  another,  is  plain,  upon  the 
“  Death  of  JoJhua :  for  then  the  People  en- 
jud  •  ,  f  quire  of  God,  who  fhould  go  up  for 
“  them  againft  the  Canaanites  ?  A  Queftion 
«  which  would  not  have  been  asked,  had 
“  any  one  Tribe,  or  Ruler  of  one  Tribe,  had 
“  the  right  of  leading  and  governing  the 
<e  reft.” 

It  is  very  plain,  from  the  Hebrew  Hiftory, 
that  the  provincial  Government  of  the  Tribes 
of  Ifrael ,  was  not  monarchical.  It  rather 
feerns  by  their  Hiftory,  a  kind  of  mix’d  Go- 
-  vernment,  partly  ariftocratical,  and  partly 
popular. 

To  give  us  a  right  Notion  of  the  Hebrew 
Government,  we  fhould  begin  with  this  Form 
of  the  provincial  Government  of  each  Tribe; 

for- 


of  the  Hebrews.  6 j 

forafmuch  as  every  Tribe  had  its  own  Scepter 
and  was  a  dihindt  Province,  tho’  one  of  the 
united  Provinces  of  Ifrael.  This  will  prepare 
us  to  underhand  afterwards  more  dihin&ly 
their  Union  in  their  general  Government,  or 
the  States-General  of  the  united  Tribes  of 
Ifrael. 

We  have  often  mention  of  Perfons  in  Au¬ 
thority  in  the  Tribes,  Princes  of  the  Tribes  Numbers 
of  their  Fathers ,  Heads  of  Thoufands  in'-  l6- 
Ifrael ,  the  Princes  of  Ifrael  Heads  of  the  v;;  2, 
Houfes  of  their  Fathers ,  who  were  the 
Princes  of  the  Tribes ,  and  were  over 
them  that  were  numbered \ 

It  was  given  as  a  handing  Conhitution  Of 
the  Hebrew  Government,  Judges  and  0/^Deut  xvi 
ficers  jhalt  thou  make  thee  in  all  thy  Gates ,  is. 
which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  theey 
throughout  thy  Tribes ,  and  they  fall  judge 
the  People  with  juft  Judgment.  And 
Mofes  in  his  own  time;,  by  the  Advice  of 
Jethro,  chofe  able  Men  out  of  all  Ifrael, 
and  made  them  Heads  over  the  People , 

Rulers  of  Thoufands,  Rulers  of  Hundreds, 
Rulers  of  Fifties,  and  Rulers  of  Tens 
and  they  judged  the  People  at  all  feafons. 

The  hard  Caufes  they  brought  unto  Mofes, 
but  every  fmall  matter  they  judged  them- 
felves. 

Many  have  thought,  thefe  Jethronian 
*  Prefeftures,  as  they  are  ufually  called,  be- 
caufe  they  were  conhituted  by  the  Advice 

of 


*  SigoRius  de  Repub.  Heb.  1.  vi.  c.  6. 


6+  Of  the  Civil  Government 

of  'Jethro ,  were  defign’d  to  be  a  (landing 
Conffitution,  and  continued  in  ufe  after  the 
Settlement  of  the  Tribes,  as  a  Model  of 
their  provincial  Government.  Others  will 
have  this  Authority  of  the  Captains  “to  laft 
“  no  longer  than  during  their  Pilgrimage  in 
iC  the  Wildernefs  5  for  when  they  came  into 
“  Canaan,  the  Law  required  Judges  and  Of- 
“  ficers  to  be  ordained  in  every  City 

However  that  be,  whether  the  Jethronian 
Prefecture  was  a  particular  Conffitution, 
while  all  Ifrael  were  together  in  one  Camp, 
under  the  leading  of  Mofes,  for  his  own 
greater  Eafe  and  the  more  fpeedy  Adminif- 
tration  of  Jufticc,  which  one  Perfon  was  not 
able  to  adminifter  alone  to  fo  many  People, 
or  whether  it  was  defign'd  a  Plan  for  provin¬ 
cial  Judges  and  Officers  after  the  Settlement 
of  the  People  in  the  Holy  Land,  it  is  without 
queftion,  that  the  Law  directed  Judges  and 
Officers,  who  with  the  Heads  of  Families 
and  Princes  of  the  Tribes  were  to  govern  the 
Tribes  of  Ifrael,  as  Tribes  or  diffind  Pro¬ 
vinces. 

^  To  begin  with  the  Government  of  each 
fZTof  City,  the  Rabbinical  Writers  generally  men- 
the  Cities.  tion  a  Court  of  juffice  in  each  City,  confift- 1 
ing  of  three  Judges,  they  fay,  in  the  lefl'cr 
Towns,  and  twenty-three  in  the  greater 
Cities  j  but  it  is  juffiy  obferved,  there  is  no 
mention  of  any  particular  Number  of  Judges 
in  Scripture  :  On  the  contrary,  fjofephus  \ 

mentions 

*  Patrick  on  Deut.  xviii.  2,  f  Jofephus  Ant.  I.  iv.  c.  8. 
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mentions  fcven  Judges  in  each  City,  without 
any  diftin&ion  between  the  greater  and  the 
leffer.  It  is  very  likely,  the  particular  Num¬ 
ber  of  Judges  might  be  left  to  Difcretion,  as 
no  Number  was  fixed  by  Law,  tho'  the  Courts 
themfelves  were  appointed  exprefly  j  they 
might  therefore  be  more  or  fewer  in  Num¬ 
ber,  as  the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice  fhould 
require.  Thus,  in  the  later  times  of  the  He¬ 
brew  Government,  the  Number  of  three  in 
leffcr  Towns,  and  of  twenty-three  in  greater 
Cities,  might  become  fixed  by  cuftom  and 
length  of  time. 

By  this  general  Proviiion,  however,  care 
was  taken  for  a  regular  Adminiftration  of 
Juftice  near  at  hand  ;  to  the  great  Conveni¬ 
ence  of  every  Perfon,  who  was  neither  to  go 
far  to  feek  it,  or  to  wait  long  for  it,  or  to 
be  at  any  great  expence  to  obtain  it :  ftnce 
each  City  and  Tribe  had  the  Adminiftration 
of  Juftice  within  themfelves. 

It  was  moreover  no  inconfiderable  Advan¬ 
tage,  to  prevent  the  tedious  Length  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  Expence  of  Suits,  that  the  Judg¬ 
ments  of  thefe  Courts  were  appointed  by  the 
Law  to  be  final  in  moft  cafes;  In  cafes  of 
greater  Moment  and  Difficulty,  or  rather 
where  the  Court  was  doubtful  and  divided 
in  opinion,  If  there  arife  a  matter  too  hard Deut. 
for  thee  in  Judgment ,  fays  the  Law ,  .  .  . XV11-  s 
being  matters  of  Controls  erf/  within  thy 
Gates ,  then  jhalt  thou  arife  and  get  thee 
up  unto  the  place ,  which  the  Lord  thy  God 
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/hall  choofe ;  and  thou  Jhalt  come  unto  the 
\ Priefts  the  Levites,  and  unto  the  'Judge 
which  Jkall  be  in  thofe  Days,  and  enquire 
and  they  flail  flew  thee  the  Sentence  of 
Judgment. 

In  fomc  calcs  Provifion  was  made  for  Ap¬ 
peals,  to  the  Priefts,  the  Levites,  or  to  the 
Judge,  as  lome  render  it  here,  and  as  it  is  ex¬ 
press'd  by  the  Law  itfelf  prefently  after.  The 
Priefts  the  Levites  are  generally  underftood 
of  the  national  Council,  commonly  called 
the  Sanhedrin  j  for  there  is  no  mention  of 
the  High-prieft  alone,  but  the  Priefts  and  Le¬ 
vites,  which  can  well  be  underftood  of  fuch 
Priefis  and  Levites  only,  who  had  fome  Au¬ 
thority  and  Commiffion  to  fhew  the  judg¬ 
ment  in  the  Place  which  the  Lord  God  had 
chofen ;  this  naturally  feems  to  reprefent 
them  not  as  Priefts  and  Levites  in  general, 
but  as  chofen  in  Members  of  fome  general 
National  Council.  It  was  not  indeed  ne- 
cefiary  from  any  Direction  of  Law,  that  the 
Priefts  or  Levites  fhould  be  in  the  National 
Council  at  all  j  yet  on  account  of  their  A- 
biiity  and  Knowledge  in  the  Laws,  they  were 
generally  efteemed  fttteft  and  beft  qualified  to 
be  chofen  into  them, as  the  moft  proper  Perlons 
to  attend  this  Service  and  to  execute  it  well > 
and  the  Judge  was  by  his  Office  inverted  with 
the  higheft  Powers,  Civil  as  well  as  Military, 
for  to  judge  1 frae l,  was  to  adminifter  Juftice 
as  weli  as  to  command  Armies. 


Hence 
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Hence  it  may  appear  how  Juftice  was  ad- 
miniftred  ufually,  and  Queftions  of  Law  de¬ 
cided,  viz.  in  the  Tribes  themfelves,  by  their 
own  refpedive  Judges ;  yet  in  fome  more 
difficult  cafes  it  was  wifely  provided,  they 
might  have  a  Review  before  a  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peal,  and  Judgment  fhould  be  fhewn  and  af- 
certain’d  by  a  National  Court  of  Perfons, 
the  rnoft  experienced  and  bed:  learned  in  the 
Laws,  not  much  unlike,  having  fpecial  Mat¬ 
ters  argued  before  the  Judges,  and  determined 
by  them  all. 

It  was  alfo  of  great  importance,  that  all 
Queftions  of  Controverfy,  which  might  arife 
on  any  occafion  between  the  Tribes  them- 
felves,  fhould  be  decided  by  a  National  Court > 
for  as  the  feveral  Tribes  had  no  Authority  or 
Jurifdidion  over  each  other,  they  could  not 
be  decided  but  by  fome  common  judge. 

This  is  well  explain’d  by  Selden ,  as  the  ge¬ 
neral  Opinion  of  the  Hebrew  Lawyers, 

<£  *  Nor  is  it  to  be  doubted  but  each  Tribe, 
ec  as  often  as  any  thing  concerning  them  as 
“  Tribes  was  to  be  argued  and  decided,  was 
“  fubjed  to  no  lower  Court,  and  only  to 
u  this  (the  great)  Sanhedrin.  For  what 
“  concerned  one  Tribe  was  by  no  means  to 
“  be  determined  by  the  Judges  of  another, 

F  2  u  out 

*  Neque  opinor  dubitandum  eft,  quin  tribus  quseiibet, 
quoties  de  rebus  tribuariis,  qua  tribuariis  difeeptandum,  de- 
cernendumque  fit,  non  minori  alicui,  fed  huic  Synedrio 
(magno)  fubeffet.  Non  enim  erant  omnino,  res  alterius 
tribus,  ab  aiterius  judicibus  decidends,  extra  Hierofolyma, 
ut  etiam  a  magiftris  eft  oftenfum,  Sildsn  de  Synedr.  1.  iij, 
r>  iv.  §.  4. 
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“  out  of  JerufalemJ  or  by  the  Judges  of 
any  Court  3  but  that  which  for  a  long  time 
had  been  fixed  at  Jerufalem ,  which  was  the 
great  Sanhedrin  or  National  Court;  concern¬ 
ing  the  Nature  of  which  we  fhall  have  oc¬ 
casion  to  fay  fomething  hereafter,  in  a  more 
proper  Place. 

Butfrom  what  has  been  remarked  already, we 
may  difeern  the  great  Wifdom  of  appointing 
J  udges  in  the  feveral  T ribes  to  decide  almoft  all 
Caules  and  Controverfies  among  themfelves, 
and  yet  the  great  Importance  of  the  Law  of 
Appeals  in  fuch  extraordinary  cafes  as  were 
allowed  to  be  brought  before  the  fuperior 
National  Court.  And  this  will  moreover 
fhew  the  neceffary  Reafon  why  fo  fevere  a 
Punifhment  is  enaded  againft  thofe  who 
fhould  refufe  Obedience  to  the  Decree  of  the 
National  Court  on  Appeal.  According  to 
Deutcron.  the  Sentence  of  the  Law,  which  they  jhall 
xxvii.  n,  teach  thee,  and  according  to  the  Judgment 
which  they  Jhall  tell  thee ,  thou  Jhalt  do. 
Thou  Jhalt ■  not  decline  from  the  Sentence 
which  they  Jhall  Jhew  thee ,  to  the  right 
hand ,  nor  to  the  left  and  the  Man  that 
will  do  prefumpt notify ,  and  will  not  hear¬ 
ken  unto  the  Priefi  ( that  Jlandeth  to  mi- 
nifler  there  before  the  Lord  thy  God )  or 
unto  the  Judge ,  even  that  Man  Jhall  die, 
and  thou  (halt  put  away  the  Evil  from  If 
rael  j  and  all  the  People  Jhall  hear  and  fear, 
and  do  no  more  prefumptuoufly. 


Such 


of  the  Hebrews.  69 

Such  prefumptuons  Difobedience  was  de- 
fervedly  made  capital,  which  muft  diflblvc  the 
Union  of  the  Tribes  by  which  they  were 
one  National  Government,  make  it  impof- 
jfible  to  reconcile  any  Differences  between 
them,  and  put  an  end  to  the  whole  Govern¬ 
ment  itfelfj  fothat  it  could  neither  ufe  the 
joint  Counfels  or  the  joint  Forces  of  the 
Nation  for  the  common  good  of  the  whole, 
but,  like  a  Kingdom  divided  againft  itfelf,  it 
muft  fall  to  the  ground. 

And  as  to  the  particular  Government  of  EUen  -f 
each  City,  there  are  plain  Intimations  of  a the  Cltu5’ 
Senate,  or  of  a  Court  of  Elders,  or  Aider- 
men,  diftind  from  the  Commonalty  or  ge¬ 
neral  Courts  of  the  People.  When  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  Gilead  were  for  fetting  Jeptha 
at  their  Head,  to  defend  them  againft  the 
Children  of  Ammon ,  it  is  faid,  The  Elders  Judges  xi. 
of  Gilead  went  to  fetch  Jeptha ,  and  to$’6' 
make  him  their  Captain.  The  whole  Affair 
was  firft:  treated  of  and  concluded  between 
Jeptha  and  thefe  Elders  ;  but  to  give  full 
Authority  to  it  Jeptha  went  with  the  Elders 
of  Gilead,  and  the  People  made  him  Head  n. 
and  Captain  over  them. 

Here,  as  the  Elders  are  plainly  diftinguifh’d 
from  the  People,  fo  it  is  plain  to  perceive  a 
very  near  Refemblance  to  the  known  Form 
of  Government  by  a  Senate  and  Aflembly  of 
the  People.  The  Choice  of  Jeptha  was  a 
joint  Ad  of  the  Senate  and  People  of  Gi¬ 
lead ,  or  this  Choice  had  its  full  Authority, 

F  3  by 
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by  a  Refolution  of  the  People  on  the  Propo- 
fal  of  the  Senate  *. 

Tudg.  viii.  Mention  is  alfo  made  of  the  Elders  of  Sue- 
H-  coth ,  and  the  Princes  thereof,  even  threefcore 

and  feventeen  Men }  whom  Gideon  punifhed,  j 
for  refilling  him  their  Afliftance  on  the  De-  j 
feat  of  Zeba  and  Zalmunna. 

On  the  Redemption  of  Inheritances,  it 
feems,  it  was  to  be  done  in  open  Court,  I 
that  is,  before  the  People  and  the  Elders. 
Thus  Boaz  advertifes  the  ICinfman  of  Eh- 
Ruth  iv.4.  melech.  Buy  it  before  the  Inhabitants ,  and 
before  'the  Elders  of  my  \ People .  Upon  the 
Rcfufai  of  the  neareft  Kinfman  to  redeem  the 
Inheritance,  Boaz  redeems  it  himfelf  in  this 
ver  9  Form,  And  Boaz  [aid  unto  the  Elders , 
and  unto  all  the  i People ,  Te  are  witnefs 
this  day  that  I  have  bought  all  that  was 
Elimelech s. 

This  Ufege  in  the  Cities  was  agreeable  to 
pent  xxi.  the  Law  itfelf  j  for  it  is  drafted,  If  a  Man 
1,  Uc.  ^  found  fain ,  and  it  be  not  known  who 
hath  Jlain  him ,  the  Elders  and  Judges 
fall  come  forth ,  and  find  out  what  City 
is  neareft  the  Place  where  the  Per  fan  is 
found  fain 5  and  the  Elders  of  that  City 
fall  come  and  purge  themfelves  of  any 
Knowledge  of  the  Murder ,  and  offer  a  Sa¬ 
crifice  to  put  away  the  Guilt  of  innocent 
Blood. 

And  in  the  Cities  of  Refuge,  if  any  guilty 
of  wilful  Murder  fled  there  from  Juflice, 

the 
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*  Jubente  populo-  ex  fenatas  ccnfukc. 
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the  Elders  of  his  City  jhall  fend  and  fetch  Deut- xijf- 
him  thence ,  and  deliver  him  into  the  hands  1  “ 
of  Juilice. 

What  the  Number  of  thefe  Elders  was,  and 
what  in  particular  were  the  Duties  of  their 
Office,  are  Queftions  not  fo  eafy  to  be  anfwer’d, 
from  the  fhort  Account  we  have  of  the  He¬ 
brew  Hiftory  and  Government ;  but  in  ge¬ 
neral,  there  is  fufficient  to  inform  us,  that 
the  principal  Affairs  of  the  Publick  palled 
through  their  hands,  were  dire&ed  by  their 
Counfel  and  Authority,  and  that  they  had 
all  the  ufual  Powers  of  a  Senate. 

Sigonius  fuppofes,  that  thefe  judges  and 
Elders  of  the  Cities,  were  according  to  an 
original  Conffitution  of  Mofes  in  the  Wil- 
dernefs  ;  and  afterwards  continued  by  divine 
Appointment  for  the  Government  of  the 
Tribes,  when  fettled  in  the  Land  of  Ca¬ 
naan *. 

Mofes  took  the  Chief  of  the  Tribes ,  wife  J- 
Men ,  and  known ,  and  made  them  Heads 
over  them  Captains  over  Thoufands ,  and 
Captains  over  Hundreds ,  and  Captains 
over  Fifties ,  and  Captains  over  Tens ,  and 
Officers  among k  the  Tribes . 

It  is  very  probable,  as  the  whole  Hebrew 
Nation  held  their  Ellates  by  military  Tenure, 
and  as  the  Tribes  were  always  to  be  in  readi- 

F  4  nels 

*  Dico  ergo  Judices  civitatum,  cum  prineipibus  fuis  .  .  . 
inftitutos  effe  in  folitudine  a  Moyfe  primum  ex  au&oritate 
foceri  fui  Jethro,  deinde  ex  Dei  praecepto.  Sigonius  de  Rep. 
tieb.  1.  vi.  c.  6. 
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ncfs  to  raife  a  {efficient  Number  of  Men,  in 
Arms,  for  Defence  of  their  Country  on  any 
occafion,  efpccially  if  the  whole  Nation  was 
to  ferve  by  turns  one  Month  in  their  Courfc; 
that  this  Militia  was  always  officer'd  j  that 
the  Colonels,  the  Captains,  and  lower  Offi¬ 
cers,  were  always  in  being,  as  is  cuftomary 
wherever  a  Militia  is  well  difciplined,  or  like 
to  be  of  any  confiderable  Service. 

It  is  alfo  very  probable  in  itlelf,  that  thefe 
Officers  fhould  have  civil  as  well  as  military 
Authority;  and  be  a  Council  of  State  in 
things  relating  to  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of 
the  Publick,  as  well  as  a  Council  of  War  to 
dired  the  military  Affairs  of  the  Tribes,  and 
command  them  as  an  Army. 

This  is  the  more  probable,  as  it  will  make 
the  Form  of  Provincial  Government  exadly 
anfwer  the  Form  of  the  National  Govcrn- 
Numbers  pnent ;  in  which  the  ‘Princes  of  the  Tribes 
of  their  Fathers ,  were  Heads  ofThoufands 
in  Ifrael.  Thefe  were  the  chief  military 
U-  2.  Officers,  every  Alan  of  the  Children  of  If¬ 
rael  was  to  pitch  by  his  own  Standard,  with 
the  Enfign  of  his  Father  s  Honfe.  The 
Prince  of  each  Tribe  was  the  chief  Comman- 
T-  4-  der  of  each  Tribe,  fo  Nahfoon  the  Son  of  A- 

niinadab  was  Captain  of  the  Children  of 
.  Judah,  and  the  whole  Tribe  of  'Judah  is 
called  his  Ho Jl.  Now  it  was  thefe  fame 
Per fons  who  were  to  affift  Mofcs,  and  whom 
he  confuited  when  he  did  not  fummon  the 
whole  Congregation.  This  appears  from  the 

different 
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different  Signals  appointed  for  fummoning 
thefe  different  Affemblies  to  meet.  When  Numbers 
they  Jball  blow  with  them  (with  bothTrum-x; 4* 
pets)  all  the  Affembly  Jball  affemble  them- 
felves ,  and  if  they  blow  but  with  one 
Trumpet,  then  the  Princes  which  are 
Heads  of  the  Thoufands  of  Ifrae  l  fall  ga¬ 
ther  themfelves  unto  thee. 

Now  tho’  thefe  were  military  Officers,  and 
fummoned  by  Sound  of  Trumpet,  they  were 
not  fummoned  only  as  a  Council  of  War. 

The  Queltion  in  Law  concerning  the  Succef- 
fion  of  Females  to  Inheritances  was  brought  x*xvi.  i 
before  Mofes  and  the  Princes ,  the  chief 
Fathers  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael.  The  xxxiv.  i 
Princes  of  every  Tribe  are  likewife  joined18- 
with  Eleazer  the  Prieft,  and  fojhua  the 
Judge,  in  dividing  the  Land  among  the 
Tribes. 

This  Conjunction  then  of  civil  Authority 
with  military  Command,  is  fo  well  known 
in  the  Hebrew  Conftitution,  that  both  were 
united  in  their  Judges,  their  Kings,  and  in  all 
their  chief  Magiftrates.  It  feems  then  very 
likely,  that  the  Heads  the  Captains  of  Thou- 
lands,  Hundreds,  Fifties  and  Tens,  fhould 
be  veiled  with  civil  as  well  as  military 
Authority;  and  that  the  Officers  of  lower 
Command,  fhould  be  the  Elders  and  Senate  of 
their  Cities ;  that  the  Officers  of  higher  and 
more  general  Command,  fhould  be  the  Prin¬ 
ces,  Elders  and  Senate  of  the  Tribe,  or  Pro¬ 
vince. 
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This  View  of  the  Hebrew  Government  in 
their  feveral  Tribes  may  alfo  give  us  a  very 
probable  account  of  the  Office  and  Authori¬ 
ties  of  Heads  of  Families,  and  Princes  of 
Tribes,  in  whom  the  chief  Direction  of  the 
feveral  Tribes  as  diftinct  Provinces  was  lodged 
by  the  Conftitution  in  things  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  both  for  Council  and  Action. 

“  The  Divifion  of  the  People  of  Ifrael f 
Mr.  Harrington  obferves,  “  was  firft  genea¬ 
logical,  and  then  local. - The  Tribes  of 

Ifrael  genealogically  reckoned  were  thir¬ 
teen.  In  the  genealogical  Diftribution  of 
the  Tribes  there  were  alfo  obferved  certain 
Ranks,  Qualities  or  Degrees,  as  appears  by 
the  Poll  made  of  Ifrael ,  in  the  Wilderncfs 
of  Sinai ,  and  in  the  Tabernacle  of  the 
Congregation  by  Mofes.  Thefe  Degrees 
rf  were  of  two  forts  :  Firft,  Phylarchs,  or 
£C  Princes  of  Tribes  5  and  fccondly  Patriarchs, 
“  or  Princes  of  Families,  all  hereditary  Ho- 
“  nours,  and  appertaining  to  the  firft-born  of 
“  the  Tribe  refpedively 

That  Families  ftiould  have  their  refpedtive 
Heads,  was  very  agreeable  to  the  Cuftoms  of 
thofe  early  Times  of  the  World.  The  Dukes 
of  Edom  were  fo  many  Heads  of  Families  de- 
icending  from  Efau,  and  the  prefent  Manner 
of  the  Arabians ,  who  have  mod  exactly  pre- 
ferv’d  the  Cuftoms  of  their  Anceftors,  and 
who  diftinguifh  the  Chiefs  of  their  Families 
with  Dignity  and  Authority,  will  further  con 

firr, 
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firm  it.  A  particular  Inftance  of  fome  one  of 
the  Tribes  may  give  a  clearer  Notion  of  it. 

Let  the  Tribe  of  Judah  be  the  Inftance. 

Judah  was  one  of  the  Sons  of  Jacob,  and  Numb,  i. 
his  Pofterity  made  one  of  the  Tribes  ot  If- 
rael  -3  of  this  Tribe  Nah/hon,  the  Son  of  A- 
minadab ,  was  Prince.  This  Tribe  was  di¬ 
vided  into  feveral  Families,  not  fingle  Houi- 
holds,  but  as  Families  are  ufed  in  Heraldry, 
for  a  Lineage  or  Kindred,  dcfcending  from  a 
common  Anceftor,  including  many  particular 
Houfholds.  So  that  the  Sons  of  Judah  be¬ 
came  the  Fathers  of  fo  many  Families,  who 
were  diftinguifhed  by  their  Names:  For  them.  2c, 
Sons  of  Judah  after  their  Families  were  of^c- 
'Shelah  the  Farnily  of  the  Shelanite ,  o  f  CP ha- 
rez  the  Family  of  the  Fharzite ,  of  Zerah 
the  Family  of  the  Zarhite ;  and  the  Sons 
of  Thar ez  were,  of  Hefron  the  Family  of 
the  Hefronite,  of  Hamul  the  Family  of  the 
Hamulite.  It  appears  thefe  Families  and  the 
.Houfholds  in  each,  as  well  as  the  Perfons  in 
each  Houfhold,  were  kept  diftind  :  For  on 
the  Conviction  of  Achan,  Jofhua  brought  Jofhua  v 
Ifrael  by  their  Tribes ,  and  the  Tribe  ofl6‘ 
Judah  was  taken ,  and  he  brought  the  Fa¬ 
milies  of  Judah ,  and  he  took  the  Family  of 
the  Zarhite  and  he  brought  the  Family  of 
the  Zarhite  Man  by  Alan  and  Zabdi  was 
taken ,  and  he  brought  his  Houfiold  Alan  by 
Man,  and  Achan  the  Son  of  Carmi,  the  Son 
of  Zabdi,  the  Son  of  Zerah,  [or  oftheFamily 
of  the  Zarhite  s')  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah, was 
token.  If 
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If  you  reckon  the  Tribes  to  be  twelve,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  Tribe  of  Levi ,  which  was  not 
to  be  fettled  as  a  Tribe,  there  will  be  twelve 
Princes  of  Tribes,  and  fifty-eight  Heads  of  Fa- 
xxv?berS  lilies  in  the  twelve  Tribes  :  In  Reuben  four, 
in  Simeon  five,  in  Gad  fcven,  in  Judah  five, 
in  Iffachar  four,  in  Zabulon  three,  in  Ma- 
naffeh  eight,  in  Ephraim  four,  in  Benjamin 
eight,  in  Dan  one,  in  Ajher  five,  and  in 
Napthali  four.  Thefe  fifty-eight  Heads  of 
Families,  with  the  twelve  Princes,  make  the 
Number  of  feventy,  juft  equal  to  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Elders  chofen  into  the  Senate  of  If 
xi.  ,6.v  rael when  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes,  ga¬ 
ther  unto  me  feventy  Men  of  the  Elders  of 
Ifrael ,  which  Mofes  thus  reports  unto  the 
Deut.i.  13.  People,  take  ye  wife  Men ,  and  undemand¬ 
ing. ,  and  known  among  your  Tribes ,  and  I 
will  make  them  Rulers  over  you.  Whence 
there  appears  fome  Ground  for  their  Conjec¬ 
ture,  who  fuppofe  the  Number  of  feventy 
Elders  to  be  taken  from  the  Number  of  the 
Princes  of  the  Tribes  and  Heads  of  the  Fa¬ 
milies  of  Ifirael. 

Thefe  Princes  of  Tribes  and  Heads  of  Fa¬ 
milies,  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  Heirs  Male  of 
the  Patriarch  of  the  Tribe,  as  of  Judah ,  and 
of  the  firft  Progenitors  ofthefeveral  Families*. 

Mr. 

*  Abulenfis,  &  Cornelius  a  lapide  ait  hos  fuifie  primoge- 
nitos  qui  ab  ipfo  capke  tribus,  five  a  Patriarcha,  V.  G.  a 
Juda,  diredle  per  lineam  primogenitorum,  defeendebanr, 
quemadmodum  principes  familiarum  erant  primogeniti  cujuf- 
cunque  families.  Menocbius  de  Rep.  Heb.  p  42, 
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Mr.  Harrington  calls  them  all  hereditary 
Honours,  and  appertaining  to  the  firft-born 
of  the  Tribe,  or  of  the  Family  refpedtively. 

It  is  very  probable,  that  the  firft-born  of 
the  Tribe  or  of  the  Family,  was  ufually  the 
Prince  of  the  Tribe  or  Head  of  the  Family 
when  he  was  of  full  Age,  and  without  any 
Incapacity  todifeharge  the  Duty  of  the  Of¬ 
fice.  Yet  the  Infiance  of  Nahjhon  Prince  of 
Judah ,  will,  I  think,  fhew  that  if  the  Prince 
of  the  Tribe  was  not  ele&ive,  he  was  not 
always  the  firft-born  of  the  Tribe  ;  for  Nah- 
jhon  was  not  the  Heir  Male  of  Judah.  Nah- 
fiion,  Prince  of  the  Children  of  Judah  was 
the  Son  of  Aminadab  the  Son  of  Ram,  who  i  Chron. 
was  a  younger  Son  of  Hezron ,  the  Son  of11, 
Rharez ,  who  alfo  was  a  younger  Son  of 
Judah. 

Whether  the  Prince  of  the  Tribe  then  was 
hereditary  or  elective,  is  not  lo  certain  from 
the  Hebrew  Hiftory.  It  teems  moft  likely, 
that  the  firft-born  were  generally  if  not  con-  ' 
ftantly  prefer’d,  when  Minority  or  fome  o- 
ther  Incapacity  did  not  require  the  Choice 
of  fome  other  Perfon. 

Every  Tribe  then,  had  thus  a  Prince  or 
Chief  with  four  or  five  more  or  lefs  Heads 
of  Families,  who  commanded  the  Tribe  when 
in  Arms,  and  prefided  in  its  Councils  when 
aftembied,  as  a  civil  or  political  Body.  Their 
Dignity  and  Authority  feem  to  be  alluded 
to  in  the  Song  of  ^Deborah ,  Speak  ye  that  Juiges  v. 
ride  on  white  AJfes,  ye  that  fit  in  Judg-l°- 

ment. 
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ment.  Sigonius  has  well  cxprcffed  their  Of¬ 
fice  in  general :  “  The  Princes  of  the  Tribes 
“  were  thofc  who  led  each  Tribe,  and  had 
“  the  Adm migration  of  their  publick  Affairs. 
“  The  Office  of  the  Heads  of  Families,  was 
“  to  affemble  the  Families  of  which  they 
“  were  Governors,  to  propofc  to  them  what 
“  concern’d  the  common  Good,  and  to  be 
“  their  Captains  in  War 

“  Thefe  Princes  of  the  Tribes,  fays  Me- 
u  nochiiis ,  were  the  Nobles  or  Peers  of  the 
“  Hebrew  Commonwealth.  They  were, 
“  with  the  chief  Magiftrate  of  the  Nation, 
“  whether  judge  or  King,  to  give  counfei 
“  and  advice,  and  to  join  in  the  Adminiftra- 
“  tion  of  Jufticc  -f\” 

Finally,  “  Thefe  Chiefs  of  the  Tribes,  fays 
“  Calmet ,  were  Captains  in  War,  Judges  and 
tc  Magiftrates  in  times  of  Peace,  and  Coun- 
“  fellors  of  the  Prince  in  all  Affairs,  both  ec- 
“  clefiaflical  and  civil  f” 

Thefe 


*  Principes  autem  tribuum  fuere,  qui  fingulas  tribus  dux- 
erunt,  earumque  rat  ones  adminiftrarunt.  Officium  vero  eo- 
rum  (Patriarcharum)  fuit,  ut  familias  quibus  praeerant  convo- 
carent  ad  eofque  referrent.  quae  ad  rempublicam  pertinerent, 
&  duces  earura  in  belio  effent.  Sigonius  de  Rep.  Heb.  1.  vii. 
c.  5. 

f  Porro  hi  tribuum  principes,  Reip.  Hebraicae  erant  Me- 
giltanes,  &  Capita,  Sc  totius  populi  magiftratui,  five  judex 
efiet,  five  rex,  aderant  &  cum  illo  fedentes,  partim  confilia 
inibant,  partim  jus  reddebant.  Menecbius  Rep.  Heb.  1.  i. 
c.  vi.  §  8.  p  41. 

t  Les  Chefs  des  tribus,  etoient  capitaines  dans  la  guerre, 
Juges,  et  Magifrrats  en  terns  de  paix,  et  Confeillers  du  prince 
dans  les  choles  facxees,  comme  dans  !es  civiles,  Calmet  Dif- 
Jertat.  T.  i.  P.  ii.  />.  5  tS. 
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Thefe  Princes  of  Tribes  and  Heads  of  Fa¬ 
milies  may  be  reprefented,  as  Lords-Lieute- 
nants  of  a  County,  and  their  Deputy-Lieute¬ 
nants  j  or  as  Generals,  and  Lieutenant-Ge¬ 
nerals  ;  being  conftant  General  Officers  when 
the  Tribe  was  to  march,  as  part  of  the  Army 
of  Ifrael',  and  in  the  Tribe  they  were  the 
principal  Magiftrates  to  fummon  the  Tribe  to 
a  general  Aflembly  when  there  was  occafion 
for  it,  or  when  any  Affairs  relating  to  the 
whole  Tribe  were  to  be  propofed,  or  any 
Refolution  of  confequence  to  be  taken  by 
the  whole  Tribe,  or  when  any  thing  was  to 
be  communicated  to  it  from  the  General 
States  of  the  United  Tribes,  which  required 
the  Concurrence  of  the  Province. 

The  Officers  in  each  City  may,  in  like 
manner,  be  confidered  as  the  local  Officers 
of  the  Militia  in  the  feveral  Hundreds  and 
Divilions  of  the  County  or  Province.  This 
made  a  Provffion  of  Colonels  and  Captains, 
to  draw  the  Forces  of  the  Tribe  together, 
and  to  lead  them  wherever  they  were  dirc&cd 
to  a  general  Rendezvous,  where  the  Prince 
of  the  Tribe  as  General,  and  the  Heads  of 
Families  as  Lieutenant-Generals,  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  them  ;  and  at  all  times  to  exercife  them 
to  Arms  at  home,  better  to  prepare  them 
for  the  Service  of  their  Country,  whenever 
they  fhould  be  called  to  march  in  defence  of 
it. 

As  civil  Authority  was  generally  joined  to 
military  Command  in  this  Conftitution,  fo 

thefe 
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thefe  Captains  of  Thoufands,  Hundreds,  Fif¬ 
ties  and  Tens,  were  alfo  Elders  of  the  People. 
They  were  as  a  Handing  Senate  and  Council 
in  the  Places  of  their  Habitation,  fo  that  we 
conceive  the  fame  Pcrfons  invefted  with  the 
Authority  of  Aldermen  and  Juftices  of  Peace, 
at  the  fame  time  they  were  Colonels  and  Cap¬ 
tains  of  the  Militia. 

Thus,  with  the  Aflemblics  of  the  People, 
they  managed  the  publick  Affairs  of  each 
Hundred  or  Divifion ;  at  the  fame  time  they 
were  in  readinefs  not  only  to  appear  as  a 
Council  of  War,  with  the  Prince  of  the  Tribe, 
the  General,  and  with  the  Heads  of  Families,  the 
Lieutenant-Generals  as  military  Officers ;  but 
moreover  to  meet  them  on  all  occafions  as  a 
civil  Council  or  Parliament,  as  a  fort  of  Re- 
prefentative  of  the  People  of  the  Tribe  in  its 
feveral  Divifions,  when  there  was  any  occa- 
fion  to  fummon  them  together,  to  treat  on 
any  arduous  Affairs  concerning  the  publick 
Good  of  the  Tribe. 

This  Conffitution  of  the  particular  Tribes, 
appears  to  me  as  plain  and  evident  as  can  be 
expected  in  fo  fhort  a  Hiftory  as  we  have  of 
th z  Hebrew  Nation;  efpecially  when  the  o- 
riginal  Conffitution  was  fo  foon  altered,  and 
theAffairs  of  Government  were  fo  confuted  in 
the  Anarchy  foon  after  the  Death  of  Jojhna. 
However,  even  in  thofe  times  there  are  fo 
many  evident  Marks  of  the  principal  Parts 
of  the  Conffitution,  as  muff  render  all  the 
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felt  highly  probable  to  one  who  would  care¬ 
fully  lay  all  things  together,  in  order  to  find 
out  the  Defign  and  Plan  of  the  whole. 

CHAP.  VI. 

Particular  Conjlitution  of  the  Trike 
of  Levi. 

Y>  E  S I D  E  S  the  twelve  T ribes  fettled  in  their 
diftind  Provinces,  and  having  each  their 
diftind  Government  as  before  defcrib’d,  there 
was  one  Tribe  which  had  avery  different  Con- 
ftitution  from  all  the  reft.  This  Tribe  was 
to  have  no  fhare  in  the  Land  on  the  Divifion 
of  it,  nor  any  Property  in  it.  The  Sons  of 
Levi  were  not  to  live  together,  or  to  have 
the  Families  of  their  Tribe  united,  in  a  dif- 
tind  Government  of  their  own,  as  the  other 
Tribes  had.  They  were  to  be  difperfed 
through  all  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael ,  to  have  their 
Subfiftence  from  the  other  Tribes,  and  to  live 
under  the  Government  of  that  Tribe  in  which 
they  had  their  Habitation,  without  any  Pro¬ 
perty,  without  any  fort  of  Power  or  Autho¬ 
rity,  civil  or  military  of  their  own,  as  one  of 
the  Tribes  of  Ifrael ,  or  in  any  other  view 
than  as  they  were  deemed  Members  of  that 
Province  or  Circle  of  the  Hebrew  Empire 
in  which  they  refuied  :  But  as  they  held  no 
Lands,  they  could  be  fubjed  to  no  military 
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Tenure,  on  account  of  them,  and  were  by  I 
the  very  Conffitution  incapable  of  any  mili¬ 
tary  Office  or  Preferment. 

Upon  the  general  Poll  of  the  Children  of 
Numbers  jfael  after  their  Families,  the  Levitcs  after 
the  Tribes  of  their  Fathers  were  not  num- 
&c.  bered  among  them  :  For  the  Lord  had  fpo- 
ken  unto  Mofes ,  faying ,  only  thou  /halt  not 
number  the  Tribes  of  Levi ,  neither  take  the 
Sum  of  them  among  the  Children  of  Ifrae l , 
but  thou  fhalt  appoint  the  Le.vites  over  the 
Tabernacle  •  of  Teftimony .  '  The  further 
Meaning  of  this  Conffitution,  is  afterwards 
xviii,  20.  thus  explained :  The  Lord  fpake  unto  Aar on,  < 
21,  23-  thou  fhalt  have  no  Inheritance  in  their 
Land ,  neither  fhalt  thou  have  any  part 
among  them.  I  am  thy  Fart  and  thine  In¬ 
heritance  ,  among  the  Children  of  Ifrael ,  and 
behold  I  have  given  the  Children  of  Levi 
all  the  Tenth  in  Ifrael  for  an  Inheritance , 
for  their  Service  which  they  ferve ,  even  the 
Service  of  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Congre¬ 
gation. - And  it  fall  be  a  Statute  for  ever 

throughout  your  Generations ,  that  among 
the  Children  of  Ifrael  they  have  no  Inhe¬ 
ritance. 

It  is  then,  without  queffion,  a  defigned 
part  of  the  Conffitution  of  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment,  that  the  Levites,  though  one  of 
the  Tribes  of  Ifrael,  fhould  not  be  fettled  in 
the  promifedLand  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
other  twelve  Tribes  were.  That  they  fhould 
have  no  fhare  of  Lands  affigned  to  them,  for 

their 
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their  Property,  and  unalienable  Inheritances 
and  therefore, as  they  had  no  Property  in  them- 
lelves,  they  were  to  be  provided  for  fome  o- 
ther  way.  This  was  appointed  to  be  by  an 
annual  Tithe  payable  to  this  Tribe,  by  all 
the  other  Tribes,  that  they  might  attend  the 
publick  Service  of  the  Tabernacle,  and  as  the 
Reward  of  their  Service  :  For,  fays  the  Law 
itfelf.  It  is  your  Reward  for  your  Service  Numbers 
in  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Congregation.  XV111-  3l- 

This  is  a  well-known  Part  of  the  Confli- 
tution  of  the  Tribe  of  Levi ,  but  the  peculiar 
Reafons  for  this  peculiar  Conftitution  require 
a  little  more  attention. 

The  Levites  were  deligned  for  the  Service 
of  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Congregation,  ot¬ 
to  attend  the  whole  Service  of  Jehovah ,  as 
God  and  King  of  the  Hebrew  Nation,  where- 
ever  it  was  he  chofe  or  fixed  the  Place  of  his 
Refidence,  whether  he  marched  with  their 
Armies,  or  whether  the  Tabernacle  relied  in 
any  particular  Place. 

The  Levites  were  moreover  to  teach  the 
whole  People  the  Law  of  God,  and  to  inflruct 
them  in  it,  as  Mofes  explains  their  Office, 

They  fall  teach  Jacob  thy  Judgments ,  and  Deuteron. 
Ifrael  thy  Law  ;  they  fall  put  Incenfe  be- XXXU1- 1Q- 
fore  thee ,  and  whole  burnt  Sacrifice  upon 
thine  Altar. 

It  became  the  Dignity  of  the  King  of  If¬ 
rael  to  have  a  Court,  and  to  be  ferved  by 
his  Subje&s  as  their  King,  as  well  as  to  have 
an  Altar  and  Sacrifices,  and  to  be  worfhipped 
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by  the  Church  as  their  God.  When  both 
thefe  Services  were  appointed  to  the  Levites, 
it  was  appointed  to  them  as  a  Service  which 
the  whole  Hebrevu  Nation  was  fome  way  or 
other  to  have  attended  j  this  Service  would 
have  been  incumbent  on  the  whole  People, 
if  the  Tribe  of  Levi  had  not  been  fubftitut- 
ed  in  their  room  :  So  that  by  this  Appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Levites  the  reft  of  the  Tribes 
were  eafed  from  all  Attendance,  from  all  the 
Expence  and  Lofs  of  time,  which  muft  have 
follow’d  on  fuch  Attendance,  if  there  had 
been  no  publick  Provifion  for  it.  Therefore 
Numbers  the  Levites  arc  laid  to  be  given  for  all  the 
viii.  1 8.  firjl-born  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael.  And  it 
Ig  follows,  I  have  given  the  Levites  as  a 
gift  to  Aaron ,  and  to  his  Sons,  from  among 
the  Children  of  Ifrael,  to  do  the  fervice  of 
the  Children  of  Ifrael,  (or  to  ferve  me  for 
the  Children  of  Ifrael ,  according  to  theV.L.) 
in  the  Tabernacle  of  the  Congregation.  It 
fhould  feem  the  Direction  at  the  Confecra- 
tion  of  the  Levites  to  their  Office,  refers  to 
ic  M  this  Reafon  of  their  Appointment :  And  thou 
fait  bring  the  Levites  before  the  Lord,  and 
the  Children  of  Ifrael  fhall  put  their  hands 
upon  the  Levites  ;  and  Aaron  fall  offer 
the  Levites  before  the  Lord  for  an  Ojfer- 
ing  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael,  that  they 
may  execute  (or  be  to  execute)  the  Service 
of  the  Lord.  This  Action  of  the  Children 
of  Ifrael  is  eafily  underftood  to  mean,  that 
the  Levites  were  to  execute  the  Service  of 
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Jehovah ,  in  their  head,  and  for  them, as  well 
as  by  their  Confent. 

You  plainly  fee  now,  this  Service  of  the 
Levites  made  it  highly  improper  that  they 
fhould  be  fettled  in  the  fame  manner  that 
the  other  Tribes  were  5  that  all  the  Sons  of 
Levi  fhould  be  placed  locally  together  in  one 
particular  part  of  the  Land,  or  that  they 
fhould  conftantly  attend  the  Cultivation  of 
their  fevcral  Farms,  or  that  they  fhould  be 
enlifted  into  a  regular  Militia,  and  train’d  to 
Arms  under  the  Heads  of  their  Families  and 
Princes  of  their  Tribe,  as  the  other  Tribes 
were.  This  would  have  taken  up  all  their 
time,  and  have  hinder’d  all  the  Services  of 
their  Office,  whether  to  attend  the  Service  of 
the  Tabernacle  of  the  Congregation,  or  in 
teaching  the  People  the  Law.  It  was  highly 
proper  they  fhould  be  fettled  in  every  Tribe, 
that  each  Tribe  might  equally  have  the  Bene¬ 
fit  of  their  Inftrucfion,  and  Advantage  of 
their  Learning  in  the  Laws  of  Jehovah ,  for 
the  better  Adminiftration  of  fuftice  ;  as  thefe 
Laws  were  the  Laws  of  their  civil  Confti- 
tution,  as  well  as  of  their  Religion  and  Wor- 
fhip. 

But  then,  it  was  as  highly  fit,  that  this 
Tribe  of  Levi  fhould  have  in  return  a  rea- 
fonable  Confideration  and  Reward,  for  Ser¬ 
vices  in  which  they  gave  up  many  national 
Advantages  to  the  other  Tribes  from  them 
felves,  and  in  order  to  eafe  the  whole  Na- 
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tion  from  thofc  Sccviccs  which  othcrwife 
they  muft  have  executed  perform! ly. 

For  the  Tribe  of  Levi  gave  up  to  the  other 
Tribes  their  whole  fhare  of  the  Land,  as  one 
of  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael  5  and  they  gave  up 
themfelves  to  the  national  Service  of  the 
Tabernacle  and  to  the  publick  Teaching  of 
the  Law,  difeharging  all  the  other  Tribes 
from  any  Burthen  of  thole  Services,  and  giv¬ 
ing  them  full  leifure  to  attend  folely  their 
own  private  Affairs,  except  when  the  Dan¬ 
ger  of  their  Country  lummoned  them  to 
Arms  in  defence  of  it. 

Thefe  were  Confide  rations  that,  in  all  juf- 
ticc  and  equity,  required  a  fuitable  Provifion 
and  Reward.  Nor  was  this  Reward  to  be 
given  the  Levites ,  as  many  have  very  weak- 
jy  conceited,  as  Minifters  of  the  God  of  If 
rael ,  or  in  the  modern  Cant,  the  Hebrew 
Clergy ,  or  even  as  they  were  the  Servants  of 
thehmgof  Ifr  .  I,  of  his  Court  andHoufhold; 
but  moreover  as  he  Levites  parted  with  their 
own  Inheritance  to  the  Tublick  ;  and  for  their 
publick  Service,  partly  in  teaching  the  Law  to 
the  People,  and  partly  in  cxcufing  them  from  a 
perfonal  Attendance  for  the  Service  of  the 
Tabernacle. 

To  underftand  the  wife  Rcalons  of  this 
part  of  the  Hebrew  Conftitution,  it  will  be 
necefiary  to  confider  more  diftinctly  what 
that  Lrovifion  was,  which  the  Law  made  for 
the  Levites,  and  the  Manner  in  which  the 
Laws  of  the  Hebrew  Government  made  this 
i  Provifion 
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Provifion  for  them  j  as  both  are  fo  little  un-. 
derftood  by  many,  and  fo  greatly  mifrcpre- 
lented  by  fome  who  pretend  to  underhand 
them  better. 

The  Trovifion  which  the  Laws  of  the  He¬ 
brew  Government  made  for  the  Levites ,  was 
a  yearly  Tithe  of  the  Produce  of  the  Lands, 
payable  by  the  twelve  Tribes ;  and  this  was 
properly  the  only  Provifion  made  for  them 
as  a  Tribe :  For  though  there  were  fome  o- 
ther  Payments  by  the  People,  as  the  Firft- 
fruits,  the  Redemption  of  the  Firft-born,  the 
Half-fhekel  Poll-tax,  and  the  like ;  yet  thefe 
were  not  to  be  divided  among  the  Levites, 
as  a  Tribe.  They  were  all  appropriated  to  o- 
ther  Ufes,  and  were  affigncd  to  anfwer  the 
Expences  and  conftant  Charge  of  the  Taber¬ 
nacle,  of  the  publick  and  national  Sacrifices, 
and  other  Parts  of  thepublickWorfhip  of  the 
Church ;  or  forTables  in  honour  of  the  Court, 

Houfe,  and  Refidence  of  the  King  of  Ifrael. 

This  Diftin&ion,  between  the  Tithes  and 
other  publickRevenues  of  Church  and  State , 
and  their  Appropriation  to  very  different 
ufes,  is  not  fo  commonly  attended  to  as  it 
ought ;  which  has  introduced  no  fmall  Dark- 
nefs  and  Confufion  into  this  part  of  the  He¬ 
brew  Conflitution. 

The  Levites  were  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Sons  of  Aaron,  the  Priefts  for  the  Service  of\  ch,on. 
the  Houfe  of  the  Lord,  and  the  IVork  of  the  xxm.  2?>. 

Service  of  the  Houfe  of  God - And  to  ^ 

hand  every  Morning  to  thank  and  p”a:je  J 
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the  Lord ,  and  likewife  at  Even.  They  were 
divided  as  the  Pricfts  into  their  levcral  Courf- 
es,  for  their  Attendance  at  the  Talace  of  the 
Ere  fence.  It  became  the  Honour  of  the  di¬ 
vine  Prefence,  and  the  Dignity  of  the  Throne 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Jehovah  over  Ifrael,  that 
fome  Provifion  fhould  be  made  for  a  decent 
Entertainment  of  fuch  Pcrfons  as  fhould  be 
in  a&ual  waiting  on  his  Service  ;  as  Princes 
are  ufed  to  have  Tables  at  their  Courts  for 
their  Houfhold  and  Servants  in  waiting. 
There  were  alio  many  other  neceffary  Ex- 
pences  of  the  Tabernacle  and  Temple,  in  Re¬ 
pairs,  Ornaments,  Sacrifices  and  Offerings,  or¬ 
dinary  and  extraordinary  :  Thefe  were  pro¬ 
perly  Expences,  to  ufe  a  modern  Expreflion, 
of  a  Civil  Lift,  or  of  a  Church-Rate,  a  very 
different  thing  from  a  Provifion  made  for  the 
Sons  of  Levi.  For  the  Levites  had  no  fhare 
in  them,  otherwife  than  it  may  be  the  conve¬ 
nience  of  a  Table  during  the  time  of  their 
Courfc,  and  in  waiting  on  the  Service  of  the 
i  abernacle,  wherever  the  Prefence  was,  after 
they  haci  been  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of 
going  up  from  their  own  Habitation  from  all 
Parts  of  the  Country,  and  were  to  be  at  the 
fame  trouble  and  expence  in  returning  to 
their  Habitations  again,  as  loon  as  the  time 
of  their  waiting  was  over.  Of  this  kind  were 
many  Payments,  in  particular  the  Firfffruits, 
the  Redemption  of  the  Firft-born,  and  the 
fhlf-fhckci  Poll. 


A 


of  the  Hebrews.  89 

A  righter  Undemanding  of  this  Obferva- 
rion  may  give  an  ufeful  light  to  many  things 
}f  greater  confequence  than  they  may  at  firft 
ippear  to  be.  A  Mifunderftanding  or  a  Mif- 
reprefentation  of  them  has  been  made  an 
occafion  of  fevere  Reflections  without  ground, 
and  againft  truth  on  the  Mofaical  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Hebrew  Government,  as  if  it  had 
made  a  moft  exorbitant  Provifion  of  Riches 
for  the  Levitical  T ribe  to  an  heavy  Oppref- 
fion  of  all  the  other  Tribes.  Let  us  then  a 
little  confidcr  the  other  Revenues,  as  diftin- 
guilhed  from  the  Tithes,  which  only  were 
the  proper  Portion  of  the  Levites. 

The  Law  for  the  Firft  fruits  directs,  they  Firji- 
fhould  be  paid  at  the  Houfe  of  Jehovah ,  or  Fruiis‘ 
the  Place  of  the  Prefence.  The  firfl  of  the  Exodus 
Fruits  of  thy  Land  thou  Jbalt  bring  into**™-  I9- 
the  Houfe  of  the  Lord  thy  God.  This  Of¬ 
fering;  of  the  firft  Fruits  was  to  be  attended 
with  an  Acknowledgment  of  the  Mercies  of 
God,  in  bringing  the  Hebrew  Nation  out  of 
a  State  of  Affliction,  Labour,  and  Oppreffion 
in  Egypt-,  ihto  a  Land  flowing  with  Milk 
and  Honey.  The  Perfon  therefore  bringing 
the  firft  Fruits  was  directed  to  fay,  A  Syrian  Deut.xxvi 
ready  to perifh  was  my  Father. —  And  when  5>7>9>10> 
we  cried  to  the  Lord  God  of  our  Father s, 
the  Lord  heard  our  Voice ,  and  looked  on  our 
Affliction,  and  our  Labour  and  our  Oppref¬ 
fion , — —and  brought  us  into  this  Flace ,  and 
hath  given  us  this  Land.-*?- And  now  be¬ 
hold 
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hold  1  have  brought  the  fir (l  Fruits  of  the 
Land  which  thou ,  0  Lord ,  hafi  given  me. 

The  firft  Fruits  then,  feem  to  be  paid  as  a 
kind  of  Quit-Rent ,  in  Acknowledgment  of 
'Jehovah  as  Lord  of  the  Fee,  that  the  whole 
Hebrew  Nation  held  of  him  as  his  Tenants , 
and  that  the  Tenure  of  all  their  Eftatcs,  was 
of  his  Gift  and  Donation. 

It  is  moreover  to  beobferved  of  this  Branch 
of  Revenue,  that  the  Law  itfclf  appointed  no 
determined  Quantity ;  fo  that  the  Quantity 
was  left  by  the  Law  to  the  Difcrction  of  each 
‘Per fan  who  offered.  It  fhoald  feem  the 
Quantity  fuppol'cd  in  the  Law,  was  not  large, 
from  a  particular  Conftitution  concerning  it. 
Deutxxvi  And  thou  jhalt  take  of  the  firft  of  all  the 
z’  4‘  Fruits  of  the  Earth ,  which  thou  f bait  bring 
of  thy  Land  that  the  Lord  thy  God giveth 
thee ,  and  jhalt  put  it  in  a  Basket ,  and ) halt 
go  unto  the  Place  which  the  Lord  thy  God 
Jhall  choofe  to  place  his  Name  t  her  e.-^  And 
the  Priefi  [ball  take  the  Basket  out  of  thine 
hand ,  and  fit  it  down  before  the  Altar  of 
the  Lord  thy  God.  A  Basket  which  a  Man 
could  carry  in  hie  hand,  was  not  like  to  hold 
very  much  :  So  that  the  Talmudic al Doctors 
in  this,  as  in  many  other  things,  went  beyond 
the  original  Law,  when  they  afterwards  fet¬ 
tled  the  Quantity  of  the  firft  Fruits  to  one 
in  fix ty 

j 

Authors 

*  Lex  dlvina  non  definivir.  qua:  quantitas  primitivorum, 
adduci  debuerit,  fed  c::  decreto  iapisntum  ununi  de  fo,  dari 
cebet  F.eland  Aatlq.  Heb.  ; .  401,  403. 
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Authors  are  not  agreed  what  the  Difference 
was  between  the  firft  Fruits,  which  the  He¬ 
brews  diftinguifh  by  the  Names  of  Biccurim 
and  Therumoth ,  or  indeed  whether  there  was 
any  Difference  at  all  j  it  is  not  material,  I 
think,  whether  there  was  or  no,  fo  we  may 
let  that  pafs.  But  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
obferve,  that  though  the  Traditionary  Wri¬ 
ters  allow  the  find  Fruits  to  be  eaten  by  the 
Priefts,  who  were  clean  any  where  in  the 
Holy  Land,  yet  the  Scriptures ,  as  a  learned 
*Man  obferves,  do  not  allow  keeping  any  of 
the  firft  Fruits  at  home.  The  firft  Fruits  were 
reckoned  of  an  intermediate  •f'Holinefs  be¬ 
tween  the  Parts  of  the  Sacrifices,  which  were 
to  be  eaten  in  the  holy  Place,  and  the  Tithes 
which  were  to  be  eaten  any  where  in  the 
Land.  The  Law  directed,  and  it  no  where  ap¬ 
pears  by  anyAftcr-Conftitution,thatDireftion 
was  altered,  that  the  firft  Fruits  were  to  be 
brought  to  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord  :  It  was  Numb, 
not  neceffary  indeed  they  fhould  be  eaten  in XVIu;  9 
the  holy  Place,  as  the  Parts  of  the  Sacrifices 
were,  which  were  therefore  called  the  rnoft 
holy  things ;  for  the  firft  Fruits  might  be  15 
eaten  by  the  Priefts  in  their  Houfes,  and  c- 
very  one  that  was  clean  in  their  Houfe  might 
eat  of  them  with  them.  Yet  ftill  it  feems 
plain,  the  firft  Fruits  were  only  to  be  eaten  in 
the  place  of  the  Prefence,  or  where  the. 
Houfe  of  Jehovah  was  j  for  there  the  firft- 

Fruits 

*  Godwin’s  Moles  and  Aaron,  1.  vi.  c,  ii,  8. 

•f_Rcland  Ant.  Heb.  1.  viii.  io. 
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Fruits  were  to  be  brought  and  prefented  to 
the  Lord.  They  arc  therefore  very  properly 
to  be  considered,  as  the  Provision  of  a  Table 
for  the  Entertainment  of  fuch  only  as  were 
in  a&ual  waiting  at  the  Palace  of  the  King  of 
Ifrael :  A  very  inconsiderable  Acccflion  to 
the  Riches  of  the  Priefis  that  in  the  time 
of  their  waiting,  in  the  Rotation  of  their 
twenty-four  Courfes,  there  was  the  Provision 
of  a  Table  for  them,  who  came  and  were  to 
return  fo  many  Miles  whenever  their  Atten¬ 
dance  was  in  courfc. 

There  were  fomc  other  Taxes  payable  in 
Money,  as  the  Redemption  of  the  firft-born, 
and  the  Half-Shekel  Poll;  but  neither  of  thefe 
was  part  of  the  Levites  Portion.  As  they 
have  been  greatly  mifreprefented,  both  in  their 
value  and  in  their  life,  it  will  be  proper  brief¬ 
ly  to  place  them  in  their  true  Light. 

The  Law  directed  that  the  firSt-born,  whe¬ 
ther  of  Men  or  Bcafis,  Should  be  offered  to 
Numbers  the  Lord ;  but  it  was  provided  by  the  fame 
xvui.  15.  Law,  that  the  firft-born  of  Men  and  the  firft- 
lings  of  unclean  Beafts  Should  be  redeemed , 
that  is,  by  paying  a  Sum  of  Money  for  them. 
lS-  The  Redemption  of  the  firft-born  of  Men  was 
fettled  at  five  Shekels,  and  the  firft-lings  of 
Exod.xiii.au  unclean  Bcaft  at  a  Lamb  ;  but  the  firft- 
J3-  born  of  Cows,  Sheep  and  Goats,  which  were 
Numbers  Lcafj-S  Qf  Sacrifice,  were  to  be  facrificed,  and 

XV’ Ijl,  I  '  ' 

their  FleSh  was  to  be  eaten,  as  the  Law  directed 
eating  the  Parts  of  the  other  Sacrifices,  which 
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were  given  to  the  Prieds  to  be  eaten  in  the 
holy  Place. 

When  we  obferve  of  thefe  fird-born  of 
Men,  and  fird-lings  of  Beads,  that  part  was 
to  be  redeemed  for  Money,  and  a  part  to  be 
offered  in  Sacrifice,  and  ufed  as  other  Sacri¬ 
fices  were  ;  it  is  very  eafy  to  perceive  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  one  or  other  fort  could  be  any  part 
of  the  Levites  Portion  :  for  what  were  fa- 
crificed,  could  be  ufed  no  other  ways  than 
as  a  Table  for  thofe  who  were  in  aduaL 
waiting  at  Jehovah’ s  Palace ;  in  like  manner, 
as  the  firft  Fruits  above-mentioned  were  to  be 
ufed,  efpecially  as  all  Sacrifices  were  to  be 
eaten  only  in  the  holy  Place.  So  that  for  all 
thefe  they  could  be  no  richer,  than  faving  a 
Dinner  when  on  duty  in  their  Courfes. 

As  to  the  fird-born  of  Men  and  fird-lings 
of  Beads  converted  into  Money  by  Redemp¬ 
tion,  the  Tribe  of  Levi  had  no  fhare  in  them 
at  all ;  that  was  a  Treafure  appropriated  to 
the  ordinary  and  contingent  Expences  of  ttje 
Tabernacle  or  Temple,  that  is,  for  the  Build¬ 
ing,  Ornaments,  Sacrifices,  and  other  publick 
Expences  5  for  all  which  the  Tribe  of  Levi 
was  never  the  richer.  The  want  of  keeping 
in  view  this  manifed  Didindion  between  the 
Treafure  of  the  Tabernacle  and  the  Tort  ion 
of  the  Tribe  of  Levi,  has  mif-led  fome  learn¬ 
ed  Men  into  confiderable  Errors,  as  well  as  it 
has  given  occafion  to  others, who  feem  fond  of 
every  thing  that  offers  to  reded:  on  the  Provi¬ 
sion  made  for  the  Prieds  and  Levites  in  the 
Mofaical  Conditution.  This 
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This  diftinct  Ufe  of  the  Treafurc  of  the 
Tabernacle  from  the  Tithes,  which  were  gi¬ 
ven  for  the  proper  Maintenance  of  the  Priefts 
and  Levites,  15  evident  from  many  Confidcra- 
tions.  It  appears  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  thing,  that  there  mulf  have  been  fome 
confidcrable  Provifion  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Ta¬ 
bernacle.  Whoever  will  confider,  what  the 
firft  erecting  of  the  Tabernacle  or  Temple 
muft  have  coft,  what  was  necelTary  to  be  ex¬ 
pended  on  Repairs  and  keeping  up  the 
Beauty  and  Splendor  of  the  Palace  of  Jeho¬ 
vah,  what  was  conftantly  the  Charge  of  the 
publick  and  national  Worfhip  and  Sacrifices, 
mult  fee,  that  all  thefe  Branches  of  Expence 
required  an  handfome  Revenue  or  Civil  Lilt 
to  difeharge  them.  And  whofoever  fhall 
further  confider  how  neceflary  it  was  to  the 
political  Government,  as  well  as  to  the  Reli¬ 
gion  of  the  Hebrevo  Nation,  to  preferve  a 
Reverence  and  Refpect  for  the  Prefence  of 
Jehovah ,  as  their  God  and  King,  (for  this 
was  the  fundamental  Conftitution  of  their 
Government,  as  well  as  Religion)  will  fee  how 
neceflary  it  alfo  was,  that  the  Palace  of  Je¬ 
hovah  as  King,  and  the  Prefence  of  Jehovah 
as  God,  fhould  be  equal  in  Dignity  and  Mag¬ 
nificence  to  the  Palaces  of  neighbour  Kings, 
and  the  Temples  of  neighbour  Idol  Gods. 

That  this  Branch  of  Revenue  was  actually 
appropriated  to  thefe  Ufes  of  the  Tabernacle, 
was  long  flnee  obferved  by  a  very  learned 

Author, 
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Author,  in  whofe  Words  I  fhall  choofc  to 
exprefs  it : 

“  There  were  two  forts  of  Treafurers  to 
“  the  facred  Revenues,  fome  were  Treafurers 
“  of  the  firft  Fruits  and  Tithes,  others  of  o- 
ther  things  facred  to  God,  and  confecrated 
“  to  him  as  Vows,  and  the  Redemption  of 
them,  feem  to  be,  the  firft-born  alfo,  and 
Shekels  of  the  Santftuary;  and  finally  all 
things,  which  being  turned  into  Money, 
were  offered  in  the  Temple.  From  this 
laft  Treafury  was  taken  what  was  neccffary 
for  the  daily  Sacrifices  on  the  Sabbaths  and 
New  Moons,  and  more  folemn  Feafts,  on 
“  the  Spices,  Ointments,  Flour,  Offerings  of 
Wine  and  Oil,  Frankincenfe  and  Shcw- 
“  bread. — The  Portions  of  the  Priefts  and 
Levites  were  paid  them  from  the  Treafury 
“  of  the  fir  ft  fort.’*" 

That  Branch  of  Revenue,  which  arofe  from  Hajf 
the  Half-fhekel  Poll-tax,  will  deferve  a  par  -Shekel. 
ticular  Confideration,  for  other  Reafons  be- 
fides  that  mod  extraordinary  Account  a  late 

Author 

*  Qyod  vero  ad  quaeflores  rerum  facrarum  attinet,  duo 
fuerunt  genera,  quidam  enim  erant  primitiarum  &  decima- 
rum.  Alii  aliarum  rerum  Deo  facrarum,  aut  etiam  confe- 
cratarum,  ejufmodi  videntur,  fuiffe  vota,  eorumque  redemp- 
tiones,  &  primogenitorum,  ficli  fandluarii,  denique  omnia 
iha  qua  in  pecuniam  redadta  templo  ofFerebantur.  Ex 
thefauro  pofterioris  generis  depromebantur,  qua;  erant  necef- 
iaria  ad  facrificium  juge,  facrificia  fabbatorum,  neomenia- 
rum,  Sc  feltcirum  folemnium,  aromata,  unguenta,  iimilam 
libamina  vini  &  olei,  thus  &  panes  propofitionis.  Ex  the¬ 
fauro  prioris  generis  dabantur  Sacerdotibus,  &  Levitis  fuse 
portiones.  Bertram  de  Rep.  Jv.d.  /.xv.  p.  271. 
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Author  has  given  the  World  of  it.  The 
Law  itfelf,  by  which  this  Tax  was  raifed,  thus 
.  xxx.  enadls  ;  Arid  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes , 
I2-  faying ,  when  thou  takejt  the  Sum  of  the 
Children  of  Ifrael  after  their  Number ,  then 
jhall  they  give  every  Man  a  Ranfom  for 
his  Soul  unto  the  Lord ,  when  thou  number- 
efl  them  that  there  be  no  Plague  among (l 
them ,  when  thou  number  eft  them.  This 
they  jhall  give  every  one  that  paffeth  a- 
mong  them  that  are  numbered \  half  a  She¬ 
kel  after  the  Shekel  of  the  SanBuary ,  (a 
Shekel  is  twenty  Gerahs)  anHalf  Shekel  jhall 
be  the  Offering  of  the  Lord.  Every  one 
that  paffeth  among  them  that  are  num¬ 
bered,  from  twenty  Tears  old  and  upwards , 
jhall  give  an  Offering  unto  the  Lord.  The 
Rich  jhall  not  give  more ,  and  the  Poor 
jhall  not  give  lefs  than  half  a  Shekel ,  when 
they  give  an  Offering  to  the  Lord  to  make 
an  Atonement  for  your  Souls ;  and  thou 
jhalt  take  the  Atonement- Money  of  the 
Children  of  Ifrael ,  and  jhalt  appoint  it 
for  the  Service  of  the  Tabernacle  of  the 
Congregation ,  that  it  may  be  a  Memorial 
unto  the  Children  of  Ifrael  before  the  Lord , 
to  make  an  Attonemeut  for  your  Souls. 

It  is  plain  on  the  firft  view  of  this  Law, 
that  whatever  Sum  of  Money  this  Poll-tax 
might  amount  to,  it  was  no  part  of  the  Por¬ 
tion  of  the  Priefts  and  Levitcs  ;  for  it  is  ex¬ 
prefly  appropriated  to  the  Service  of.  the  Ta¬ 
bernacle  of  the  Congregation,  in  particular 
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towards  the  Building,  or  Ornaments  of  it,  as 
Bifhop  Tatrick  has  juftly  obferved  on  the 
twelfth  Verfe.  This  manifeftly  appears  in 
the  After- application  of  it  j  for  this  Money 
which  amounted  to  an  hundred  'Talents  and 
a  thonfand  [even  hundred  and  three  [core  Exodus 
and  fifteen  Shekels ,  was  all  laid  out  in  the***™- 
Ornaments  of  the  Sanduary,  and  Vail,  and 
Pillars  of  the  Tabernacle. 

It  further  deferves  Obfervation,  that  the 
Law  makes  the  Payment  of  this  Half-fhe- 
kel  only  an  occasional  Tax  for  that  time 
and  occafion,  on  erecting  the  Tabernacle  ; 
there  is  no  mention,  not  the  lead  intimation 
in  the  Law,  that  it  was  to  be  railed  annually, 
and  to  continue  an  annual  Charge  on  the 
People. 

The  learned  A  in  fee  or  th  *  has  therefore  ex- 
preftly  obferved  :  “  Some  do  think  that  this 
“  Commandment  was  but  for  the  prefent 
“  Building  of  the  Sanctuary,  and  not  to  be  a 
“  yearly  Tribute.”  And  this  Opinion,  how 
ftrange  foever  it  may  ieem  at  firft,  fince  the 
C  onftit uti  ons  of  the  Tt almudifts  have  con t  i nu  e  d 
it  fo  long  as  an  annual  Payment,  as  to  wear 
out  the  memory  of  the  ancient  Ufage,  is  yet 
greatly  countenanced  by  thefe  two  Confe¬ 
derations.  For 

Firft,  The  Law  itfelf  does  certainly  not 
make  it  an  annual  Payment  5  now  Laws 
that  are  made  for  railing  Money,  are  never 
ufed  to  be  fo  loofe  as  to  dired  only  one  Pay- 
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ment,  and  on  a  particular  occafton,  and  this 
an  extraordinary  one  too,  if  they  defigned 
fuch  Money  fhould  be  raifed  annually  and 
continue  to  be  railed  every  Year,  when  the 
extraordinary  occafton  for  which  it  was 
given  fhould  ccafc.  Whatever  Reafons  then 
the  Talmudijls  might  have  to  perfuade  the 
Hebrew  Nation  afterwards  to  rail'e  this  Poll- 
Tax  anually,  they  could  have  no  reafon  to 
lay  any  Obligation  on  the  Hebrews  from  the 
original  Law,  which  gives  not  the  leafl  Direc¬ 
tion  or  Intimation  concerning  it.  Beudes, 

Secondly,  There  is  no  Injtance ,  or  any 
Precedent  in  the  whole  Hebrew  Hiftory, 
of  any  Inch  Payment  annually,  or  any  Inti¬ 
mation  that  it  was  a  dated  Revenue  of  the 
Tabernacle  or  facred  Treafure,  according  to 
the  Conftitutiohs  of  Mofes ,  and  original  Laws 
of  the  Hebrew  Government. 

Afterwards,  it  is  well  known,  the  Payment 
of  an  Half-fhekel  became  an  annual  Poll-Tax. 
There  is  a  particular  Title  in  the  Tahnudical 
Conflitutions  called  Schckalim*,  which  very 
particularly  directs  how  it  is  to  be  payed. 

By  thele  Conllitutions  of  the  Talmudijls , 
all  Pcrfons,  Priefts  and  Levites  as  well  as  If 
raelites ,  were  equally  to  pay  this  Tax ;  for 
the  Conflitutions  declare  none  excepted, 
but  Women,  Servants,  and  Children.  They 
further  make  the  Ufes  of  this  Money  alto¬ 
gether  publick ,  and  allow  not  any  the  lead 
part  of  it  for  the  Pricds  or  Levites.  Let  the 

learned 
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learned  Selden  give  a  juft  account  of  it,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Conftitutions  of  the  Taimu- 
difts. 

“  From  this  facred  Treafury  were  fuppli- 
“  ed,  not  only  the  daily,  monthly,  yearly 
and  fabbatical  Sacrifices-,  but  alfo  the  Priefts 
“  and  High-priefts,  Veftments,  and  other 
“  things  belonging  to  the  W orfh'ip  5  moreo- 
“  ver  the  Penfions  of  the  Cenfors  or  Cura- 
“  tors  of  the  Cities,  of  thofe  who  taught 
“  the  Priefts  the  Rites  of  Sacrificing,  and  the 
<c  like ;  of  thofe  who  cor  reft  ed  the  Books 
“  which  were  written  at  Jerufalem-,  of  thofe 
“  who  were  employ’d  in  the  Adminiftra  Ion 
“  of  Juftice,  and  of  other  Servants  and 
<c  Works  of  the  Commonwealth.  Finally, 
“  the  Expences  of  repairing  Walls,  Caftles, 
<c  W ater-courfes,  and  fuch  things,  were  payed 
“  out  of  it,  and  this  always  according  to  a 
“  Rate  fettled  by  the  great  Council,  or  San- 
“  hedrim  A” 

This  Poll-tax  then,  which  a  late  -{"Author 
Would  reprefent  as  a  moft  extraordinary  Re¬ 
venue  for  the  Priefts,  and  as  an  enormous  Op- 

H  2  prellion 

*  Ex  srark)  hoc  facro,  non  folum  facrifcia  ilia,  quotiuiana, 
menftrua,  annua,  fabbatica,  fuppeditabantur,  atque  veites 
facerdo tales,  pontificiasque,  alia  item  ad  cult,  m  fpedbmtia ; 
verum  etiam  Cenforum,  five  Curatorum  Ur’tW  ;  ecrum  o;;i 
facerdotes  ritus  immolandi,  atque  id  genus  alios  docerent, 
libros  Hierofolymis  deferiptos  corrigerent,  jidicia  exercerent, 
aliorum  etiam  ejufmodi  Reipubhcas  miniftrorum,  operarum- 
que  ltipendia,  ac  meveedes  in  muros,  arces,  aqusedu&us,  id 
genus  ctetera  reficienda,  aliofque  non  difiimiles  fumptus,  fol- 
vebantur,  idque  juxta  Synedrii  magni  temper  taxationera. 
Selden  de  Sync  dr.  1.  iii.  c.  x.  §.  3.  Vol.  II.  i63a. 

,  f  Moral  Philof.  Vcl.  II.  137,  feY. 
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preflion  of  the  Hebrew  Nation,  through  the 
Knavery  of  JSlofes ,  will  really  fhew  fuch 
an  inftance  of  enormous  Ignorance ,  or  lome- 
thing  worfc  in  our  Author,  as  is  not  to  be 
excufed  in  any  Man  who  fhall  pretend  to 
write  on  the  Subject  :  For,  let  the  amount  of 
this  Tax  be  what  it  will,  the  Priefts  and  Lc- 
vites  were  to  pay  it  in  common  and  equally 
with  the  whole  Nation,  and  the  Ufcs  of  it 
were  appropriated  folcly  to  the  publick 
Charge  of  the  Nation  5  nor  had  the  Priefts 
or  Levitcs  the  Difpofal  of  any  part  of  it  in 
their  own  hands,  all  w7as  to  be  ordered  by 
the  great  Council  of  the  Nation  or  Sanhe¬ 
drim. 

After  all,  what  was  the  real  Value  of  this 
Revenue,  which  is  reprefented  as  fo  enor¬ 
mous,  our  Author  has  given  a  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  Account  of  it.  He  reckons  it  the  Sum 
of  half  a  Shekel,  payable  three  times  every 
Year  ;  he  reckons  the  Value  of  a  Shekel  at 
ten  Shillings,  and  fuppoftng  it  was  paid,  by 
a  million  and  fix  hundred  thoufand  Perlons, 
according  to  the  Poll  in  the  days  of  foaby 
he  concludes,  it  was  equal  to  two  millions 
and  four  hundred  thoufand  Shekels,  or  to  one 
million  and  two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds 
Sterling  aYear;  aconliderable  Sum  indeed! 

But  in  the  firft  place  our  Author  can  know 
nothing  at  all,  whether  any  Sum  was  ever 
paid,  according  to  Joab’s  Poll,  of  one  mil¬ 
lion  and  fix  hundred  thoufand  Perfons,  or 
whether  there  was  any  fuch  Tax  in  being  for 

fome 


IOI 


of  the  Hebrews. 

fome  hundreds  of  Years,  both  before  and  af¬ 
ter  the  Days  of  pjoab  or  ‘David.  There  is 
no  mention  of  it  in  any  part  of  the  Hiftory, 
there  is  no  Law  that  requires  it,  nor  is  there 
any  full  Precedent  of  it  any  where  to  be 
found,  till  after  the  Dcftru&ion  of  the  fir  ft 
Temple,  with  which  Mofes  and  the  original 
Conftitution  of  the  Hebrew  Government 
have  nothing  at  all  to  do. 

Belides,  what  was  it  ftruck  our  Author's 
Imagination  to  fancy  this  Tax  was  to  be  paid 
three  times  every  Year  ?  This  is  a  Blunder, 
for  which  there  is  not  the  leaft  lhadow  of 
Reafon,  nor  do  I  believe  it  ever  enter’d  into 
any  Man’s  Head,  but  our  Author’s.  All  Au¬ 
thors,  without  exception,  that  I  have  ever 
met  with,  make  it  a  yearly  Payment,  not 
three  times  a  Year.  All  agree  with  the  learn¬ 
ed  Selden*,  “  This  facred  Tribute  was  an- 
u  nual."  And  the  Teftimony  of  'Jofephtis, 
alledged  by  him,  puts  it  out  of  queftion,  that 
V fpafian  fC  ordered  the  Half-fhekel  to  be 
<c  paid  every  Year  to  the  Capitol ,  as  it  was 
<c  before  ufed  to  be  paid  to  the  Temple  of 
“  Jernfalem .”  And  yet  this  enormous 
Blunder  makes  our  Author’s  Computation, 
even  in  his  own  way  of  reckoning,  three 
times  as  much  as  it  fhould  be,  and  reduces 
his  Sum  of  one  million  and  two  hundred 
thoufand  Pounds  to  four  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year. 

H  3 
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But  to  fct  afidc  all  thcfe  chimerical  Calcu¬ 
lations,  let  us  fee  what  it  did  really  produce  ; 
we  have  a  real  Foil  and  the  Sum  it  produced 
to  a  Shekel  in  the  Mofaical  Hiftory.  The 
Poll  was  taken  on  fix  hundred  three  thou¬ 
fand  five  hundred  and  fifty  Men,  and  the 
Sum  at  half  a  Shekel  a  Head,  was  one  hun¬ 
dred  Talents,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
thrccfcore  and  fifteen  Shekels.  This  is  fo 
exact,  that  when  we  know  the  Value  of  a 
Shekel  and  Talent,  we  know  to  a  Shilling  the 
Sum  in  Englijh  Money. 

Whatever  Difference  there  may  be,  as  to 
the  exadt  Value  of  a  Shekel,  and  fo  of  a  Ta¬ 
lent,  no  one  before  our  Author  was  ever  fo 
whimfically  extravagant  as  to  reckon  the 
Shekel  at  ten  Shillings. 

A  very  ufual  Eftimation  of  the  Shekel  is  at 
fomewhat  lefs  than  half  an  Ounce  Troy  5  a 
little  more  than  two  Shillings  and  three¬ 
pence  Englijh  Money  :  then  the  Sum  will  be 
thirty-four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eleven 
Pounds  near. 

But  if  wc  take  the  Valuation  of  the  She¬ 
kel  from  the  very  accurate  Accounts  of  Bifhop 
Hooper ,  and  the  Agreement  between  the 
Hebrew,  the  ‘Phoenician,  and  the  Attick 
Weight  cf  Solon,  taken  from  the  Tyrian , 
the  Shekel  will  be  the  fame  Weight  with  the 
Standard  Tetradrachm  of  Athens. 

As  this  moil  judicious  Author  has  obferv- 
cd  feveral  Valuations  of  the  Drachma,  one 
at  the  Weight  of  68,4  Grains,  which  he  fup- 
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pofes  to  hold  from  Solon  to  Alexanders  an¬ 
other  at  Grains,  from  thence  to  the 

Subje&ion  of  Greece  to  the  Romans  >  and 
another  of  62,57  Grains,  equal  to  the  'De¬ 
narii  under  the  firft  Roman  Emperors  j  let 
11s  compute  this  hundred  Talents,  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  threefcore  and  fifteen 
Shekels  at  the  highefi  rate  of  68,4  Grains 
to  the  Drachma,  which  will  make  the  Te- 
tradrachm  or  Shekel  fomewhat  more  than 
our  half  Ounce  'Troy  ;  then  the  Sum  will  be 
forty-four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
fix  Pounds  near 

What  fort  of  moral  Computation  muft 
our  Author  have  ufed,  to  fwcll  his  Account 
to  one  million  and  two  hundred  thoufand 
Pounds  3  for  he  feems  to  underfiatd  com¬ 
mon  Numbers  well  enough  to  have  feen  the 
Truth. 

But  our  Author  would  have  it,  that  the 
Value  of  a  Shekel  is  not  to  be  taken  from 
its  Weight  in  Silver,  which  yet  fure  is  the 
intrinfick  Value  of  all  Coins  s  but  from  the 
Proportion  of  Money  to  other  things.  He 
produces  an  Infiance  to  {hew,  that  a  Shekel 
ought  to  be  computed  at  ten  or  twelve 
Shillings,  for  the  Law  dire&s  a  Man’s  Efti- Leviticus 
mation  at  fifty  Shekels,  But  whoever  confi-  xxvil-  2- 
ders  this  very  Inftance,  will  fee,  it  can  no 
ways  agree  with  his  Value  of  a  Shekel.  The 
Law  there  lets  the  Eftimation  of  a  V ow.  Thcfe 
fettled  Eftimations  in  the  Law  feem  to  be  de- 

H  4,  fign’d 
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fign’d  as  a  Modus  not  only  to  prevent  all 
Difputcs,  but  to  fix  the  Valuation  at  an  cafy 
rate.  Thus  the  Redemption  of  the  firft- 
born  is  fixed  at  five  Shekels,  and  the  nrft- 
ling  of  an  A fs  at  a  Lamb  or  Kid;  which,  com 
fidcring  the  general  Ufe  and  Value  of  Aflcs 
to  ride  upon  and  forBcafts  of  Burthen, (for  they 
had  then  no  Horfes)  was  a  very  moderate  E- 
ftimation.  And  as  Vows  were  voluntary  Ads, 
a  low  Valuation  to  encourage  them  feems 
much  more  likely  to  be  defign’d  in  the  Law, 
than  fetting  a  very  high  Valuation,  which 
would  probably  difeourage  them,  if  not  al¬ 
together  prevent  the  making  of  any. 

Now  it  thefe  fifty  Shekels  are  to  be  com¬ 
puted  at  ten  Shillings  each,  the  Redemption- 
Money  will  come  to  twenty-five  Pounds,  a 
full  Price  for  a  Servant,  an  cxceflivc  Price 
for  the  Redemption  of  a  Vow  ;  whereas  fifty 
Shekels,  according  to  Bifhop  Hooper's  Valua¬ 
tion  ufed  above,  will  make  the  Redemption 
above  feven  Founds  feven  Shillings,  which  is 
a  fufficient  Eflimation  for  fuch  a  Redemp¬ 
tion  :  fo  that  oar  Authors  Calculation  of 
this  fuppofed  annual  Tax,  at  one  million  and 
two  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  is  an 
over  reckoning  of  one  million  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum. 

And  if  after  all,  this  Tax  was  not  annual, 
as  I  am  fully  pcrluaded  is  the  truth  of  the 
cafe,  and  that  it  was  not  paid  above  once  or 
r\v  lcc  occafionallv,  from  the  rime  of  creeling 
the  Taberuuclg  to  the  Dcflruftion  of  the  firft 

Temple, 
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Temple,  that  is,  for  above  nine  hundred 
Years  ;  our  Author  will  have  overcharg'd  the 
Payments  of  the  Hebrews  above  a  thoufand 
million  of  Pounds  Sterling ;  more  than  as 
much  again  as  the  Purchafe  of  all  the  Lands 
in  England ,  in  Fee,  would  amount  to  at 
twenty-five  Years  Purchafe. 

It  is  the  more  neceflary  to  be  thus  parti¬ 
cular,  in  {hewing  what  was  not  the  Portion 
of  the  Sons  of  Levi,  by  the  Mofaical  Con- 
ftitution,  becaule  without  a  juftObfervation 
of  this  Diftindtion  we  can  neither  rightly  un¬ 
derhand  the  true  State  of  the  Tribe  of  Leviy 
or  the  true  Nature  and  Ufe  of  the  publick 
Revenues  of  th z.  Hebrew  Government;  for 
thefe  were  all  the  Revenues,  for  the  civil 
Government,  Laws  and  Religion  of  the 
whole  Nation;  andconlidering  all  thefe  Ufes 
of  them,  it  will  appear  one  of  the  mofl  mo¬ 
derate,  ancient  or  modern  Hiftory  can  furnifh 
us  with. 

But  let  us  now  fee,  what  the  proper  Tro-  Proper 
vifion  for  the  Tribe  of  Levi  was.  Their 
proper  Provifion,  as  a  Tribe,  confided  in  two  vites. 
Articles  ;  In  forty-eight  Cities,  with  their 
Territory  for  their  Habitation  ;  and  in  the 
Tithe  of  all  the  Produce  of  Fruit  and  Cattle. 

Both  thefe  are  pretty  well  underftood  in  ge¬ 
neral,  but  the  political  Wifdom  of  this  In- 
ftitution  is  not  fo  well  underftood  as  it  de- 
ferves  to  be,  bccaufe  it  arifes  from  fomc  Gb- 
fervations  which  are  commonly  overlook'd. 

3  All 
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All  the  Sons  of  Levi ,  including  both 
Priefts  and  Levites,  were  to  have  no  Property 
in  any  of  the  Lands  of  Canaan ,  except  only 
in  forty-eight  Cities  for  their  Habitation. 
This  is  an  exprefs  and  {landing  Law;  and 
Jehovah  fpake  unto  Aaron ,  thou  [halt  have 
no  Inheritance  in  their  Land ,  neither  / halt 
thou  have  any  part  among  them.  I  am 
thy  part ,  and  thine  inheritance  among  the 
Children  of  Ifrael. 

But  when  the  Levites  were  to  have  no 
Inheritance,  as  one  of  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael , 
it  was  necefiary  they  fhould  have  Houfes  to 
live  in  j  and  it  was  convenient  and  wife, 
thefe  Habitations  fhould  be  fo  difpofed  as  to 
enable  them  to  perform  the  proper  Duties  of 
their  Office  in  the  bell  manner  ;  therefore 
the  Law  affigrfd  to  them  forty-eight  Cities, 
feme  in  each  of  the  Tribes  in  which  they 
were  to  dwell,  and  fo  by  the  Rcfidence  of 
l'ome  of  the  Levites  in  every  one  of  the 
Tribes,  they  might  mod  conveniently  per¬ 
form  the  Services  to  which  they  were  ap¬ 
pointed.  Thus  therefore  the  Law  cnacls  : 
Command  the  Children  of  Ifrael  that  they 
give  unto  the  Levites  of  the  Inherit  mice  of 
their  ‘Pojfeffon ,  Cities  to  dwell  in  j  and  ye 
fall  give  alfo  unto  the  Levites ,  Suburbs 

for  the  Cities  round  about  them. - And 

ye  fall  me  afire  from  without  the  City  on 
the  Ea(l  two  tkoufand  Cubits ,  and  on  the 
South-f.de  two  thoufand  Cubits ,  and  on 
the  IVef-fd?  two  thoufand  Cubits ,  and  on 

the 
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the  North-fide  two  thoufand  Cubits,  and 
the  City  JhalL  be  in  the  midft  3  this  jhall  be 
to  them  the  Suburbs  of  the  Cities. —  So  ^//Numbers 
the  Cities  which  ye  fall  give  to  the  Le-xxxv’  5‘ 
vites  fall  be  forty  and  eight  Cities,  them 
fall  ye  give  with  their  Suburbs  3  and  the  7>  ^ 
Cities  which  ye  fall  give,  fall  be  of  the 
\ 'Pojfejfion  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael,  from 
them  that  have  many,  ye  fall  give  many  3 
but  from  them  that  have  few ,  ye  fall 
give  few  3  every  one  fall  give  of  his  Ci¬ 
ties  unto  the  Levites,  according  to  his  In¬ 
heritance  which  he  inherit eth. 

When  this  Law  was  put  in  execution,  we 
find  the  Levitical  Cities  were  thus  allotted. 

Out  of  the  Tribes  of  Judah,  Simeon  andjofh.  xxi, 

Benjamin, - - -  1 3  4>  5*  6>  7* 

Ephraim,  Han,  Half-Tribe  of  Manajfeh,  10 
Other  Half-Tribe  of  Manajfeh,  IJfachar,-* 

jdfer,  and  Naphtali , - j  1 3 

Zebulun,  Reuben,  and  Gad,  « - 1 2 


-  4*$ 

Each  of  thefc  Cities  containing  four  thou¬ 
fand  Cubits  Square  for  their  Suburbs  or  Ter¬ 
ritory,  had  about  eight  hundred  and  ten 
Acres  afiign’d  to  each  of  them  according 
to  the  teller  Cubit,  and  about  eleven  hun¬ 
dred  and  one  according  to  the  Meafure  of 
the  greater  Cubit ;  the  Sum  of  which  for 
the  forty-eight  Cities,  will  amount  to  about 
fifty-two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  Acres.  This  you  will  obferve  is  a  very 
material  Circumftance.  It 
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It  fhews  what  a  fmall  Proportion  thcfe  Ci¬ 
ties  of  the  Levites  bore,  to  the  reft  of  the 
promifed  Land  >  and  it  opens  another  great 
Miftake  of  a  modern  Author  *,  who  remarks, 
that  the  Lands  of  the  Levites  would  feem 
to  amount  to  a  feventh  Part  of  the  whole 
Country,  though  he  is  pleafed  to  let  them 
pafs  for  a  tenth. 

In  a  foregoing  Computation  of  the  Con¬ 
tents  of  the  promis’d  Land,  it  appear'd,  that 
at  a  larger  Computation  it  contained  nine¬ 
teen  millions  and  two  hundred  thoufand 
Acres  5  at  a  mean  Computation,  fourteen 
millions  nine  hundred  and  twenty-fix  thou¬ 
fand;  and  at  the  loweft  Computation,  eleven 
millions  two  hundred  and  ftxty-four  thoufand. 
This  would  allow  a  large  Remainder  for  pub- 
lick  Ufes,  near  twenty-three  times  as  much 
as  all  the  Levitical  Cities  amounted  to  : 
for  when  ten  millions  of  Acres  had  been 
fhared  among  the  Tribes,  the  Remainder  is 
one  million  and  two  hundred  thoufand  A- 
cres  and  better ;  whereas  all  the  Levitical 
Cities  did  not  amount  to  fifty-three  thou¬ 
fand.  You  will  then  perceive  at  the  very 
loweft  Computation  of  the  Contents  of  the 
Land  of  Canaan ,  that  the  Lands  of  the  Le - 
vitical  Cities  are  fo  far  from  the  Propor¬ 
tion  of  one  feventh  or  one  tenth,  that  they 
have  not  near  the  full  Proportion  of  one  in 
two  hundred.  But  you  will  fay,  the  If- 
raelites  were  not  in  full  poflefiion  of  the 

promifed 
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promifed  Land  according  to  the  original 
Grant,  the  Canaanites  remain’d  many  of 
them  hill  in  the  Land.  Be  it  fo ;  was  this 
the  fault  of  Mofes  and  the  Conftitution,  or 
was  it  the  fault  of  the  Ifraelites  and  a  Breach 
of  the  Conftitution,  that  the  Canaanites 
were  differed  to  remain  in  the  Land  with 
them?  However,  what  Proportion  of  the  ^ 
Land  will  you  fuppofe  the  Ifraelites  did 
pollefs?  Will  you  allow  it  to  be  an  half? 
Even  on  fuch  fuppofition,  the  Lands  aftigned 
to  the  Levitical  Cities,  will  not  amount  to 
one  in  a  hundred  5  a  Proportion  fomewhat 
lefs  than  a  leventh  or  a  tenth. 


This  is  a  true  Computation  of  the  Pro¬ 
portion  of  tire  Levitical  Cities  to  the  whole 
Land  of  Ifrael ,  if  the  four  thoufand  Cubits 
include  the  Areas  of  the  Cities  which  are 
directed  to  be  built  in  the  midft  >  and  this 
is  the  Opinion  of  many  learned  Men.  Me- 
nochius  *  has  given  a  Plan  of  the  Levitical 
Cities,  with  their  Ground  about  them,  in 
which  he  meafurcs  the  two  thoufand  Cubits 
each  way  from  the  Centre  of  the  whole 
Ground ;  and  fo  from  the  middle  of  the 
City,  which  he  luppofes  to  meafure  a  thou¬ 
fand  Cubits  within  and  a  thoufand  Cubits 
without  the  Walls,  each  way  from  the  Cen¬ 
tre.  But  not  to  depend  on  the  Opinions  of 
learned  Men,  let  us  fee  what  the  Law  itfelf 
direfts  It  is  faid  at  the  fourth  Verfe,  And 
the  Suburbs  of  the  Cities  which  ye  fall  give 


Numbers 
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to  the  Levites ,  jhall  reach  from  the  Wall 
of  the  City ,  and  outward  a  thoufand  Cubits 
round  about.  Now  in  meafuring  from  the 
Wall  of  the  City  outward,  the  Law  appoints 
one  thoufand  Cubits  only,  not  two  thou¬ 
fand  5  which  Grot  ins  feems  well  to  exp  refs  % 

“  It  was  but  one  thoufand  Cubits  to  the  Ci- 
“  ties.”  The  next  Vcrfe  indeed  direds,  you 
fhall  meafure  from  without  the  City  on  the 
Eaft-fide  two  thoufand  Cubits,  and  fo  each 
way.  At  firft  view  it  is  plain,  that  thefe  two 
Diredions  cannot  be  meant  of  the  fame  Mea¬ 
fure,  from  and  to  the  very  fame  Place,  or 
from  the  Walls  of  the  City  to  the  End  of 
the  Ground  without  the  Walls  ;  it  mult  be 
meant  of  different  Meafures,  and  therefore 
of  different  Places.  In  the  firft  cafe,  meafure 
from  the  Walls  outward  to  the  End  of  the 
Suburbs,  and  it  will  be  a  thoufand  Cubits  : 
In  the  other  cafe,  meafure  from  without  the 
City,  or  from  the  End  of  the  Suburbs  in¬ 
ward,  and  fo  into  the  City,  and  to  the  Cen¬ 
tre  of  the  whole  Ground,  and  it  will  be  two 
thoufand  Cubits  each  way. 

This  gives  a  juft  and  eafy  Senfc  to  thefe 
Diredions,  and  the  Difference  is  no  more 
than  meafuring  outward  from  the  Walls  in 
one  cafe,  and  from  the  Parts  without  the 
City  into  the  City  itfelf  in  the  other  cafe : 
fo  that  one  Meafure  gives  the  Contents  of 
the  Suburbs  alone,  the  other  the  Contents 
of  the  Suburbs  and  Cities  together. 

Yet 
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Yet  as  it  is  thought  by  Tome,  that  the  A- 
reas  of  the  Cities  are  not  included  in  the 
four  thoufand  Cubits  fquare,  let  an  Addition 
be  made  for  the  Areas  of  the  Cities,  what 
lhall  it  be,  a  thoufand,  fifteen  hundred,  or 
two  thoufand  Cubits  fquare  ?  Be  it  two  thou¬ 
fand,  then  the  whole  being  a  Square  of  fix 
thoufand  Cubits,  or  thirty-fix  millions  of 
fquare  Cubits,  will  be  fomewhat  more  than 
as  much  again  as  the  former  Computation, 
or  as  thirty-fix  to  fixteen.  Let  then,  if  you 
will,  an  Allowance  be  made  to  the  Leviti- 
cal  Cities  of  an  hundred  and  ten  thoufand 
Acres,  infiead  of  near  fifty-three  thoufand  in 
the  former  Calculation,  this  will  not  amount 
to  a  tenth  of  the  Remainder  of  one  million 
two  hundred  thoufand  Acres,  after  the  Di- 
vifion  of  ten  millions,  and  is  not  one  in  a 
hundred  to  eleven  millions  two  hundred 
and  fixty-four  tnouiand,  the  very  lowed:  Con¬ 
tents  of  the  whole  Land. 

The  Tenth  however,  it  may  be  laid,  was  Tithes 
a  very  unequal  Portion  for  the  Levites. 

Our  Author's  Computation  of  this  Revenue, 
is  as  curious  and  exad  as  his  former  Calcu¬ 
lations  have  appeared  to  be. 

<£  “  This>  he  was  a  Tenth  of  all  the  o- 
<£  riginal  natural  Produce  of  the  Soil,  in 
££  S!orn’  Oil,  Wine,  and  Fruit  5  and  as  this 
Tcnfhwas  free  from  Labour  and  Expence, 

<{  lt  muft  have  been  at  leaft  three  Tenths  of 
£<  I™  annual  Rent  of  the  Land.  After  this 
-  had  been  taken  away,  the  Priefihood  had  a 
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«  Tenth  of  all  the  Beads  and  the  firft-born  of 
“  all  Beafts ;  this  mud  have  much  exceeded  a 
“  Tenth,  but  I  fhall  reckon  them  both  at  two 
«  Tenths,  or  one  Fifth  ;  now  fince  the  Stock 
“  upon  an  Eftatc  mud,  upon  an  Average,  a- 
“  mount  to  at  lead:  two  annual  Rents,  one 
“  Fifth  will  be  two  Fifths  or  four  Tenths  of 
«  the  annual  Rent, which  with  the  other  three 
«  make  feven  Tenths*.”  The  following  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  Levitical  Cities  and  the  Half-, 
fhekel  Poll-tax,  which,  with  our  Author  make 
three  Tenths  more,  to  fhew  the  Revenue  of 
the  Priefthood  amounted  to  the  full  annual 
Rent  of  the  whole  Land,  have  been  fo  fully 
confidered  before,  that  I  fhall  beg  leave  to 
caft  them  out  of  this  Reckoning,  elpecially 
as  in  our  prefent  Queftion  concerning  the 
Tithes,  it  is  mod  certain  they  could  not  be 
any  part  of  them. 

But  are  not  feven  tenths  of  the  annual 
Rent  a  molt  burthenfome  Tax?  Does  it  not 
amount  to  fourteen  Shillings  in  the  Pound  ? 
True;  but  what  if  our  Authors  Computa¬ 
tions  of  feven  Tenths  prove,  on  examination, 
like  his  foregoing  Calculations  ?  Examine 

them,  and  fee.  r 

The  Priefthood  had,  he  fays,  a  Tenth  ot 

the  natural  Produce  of  the  Soil  in  Corn 
Oil  Wine,  and  Fruit.  This  was  then  a  Tenth 

of  the  natural  Produce— - -Of  what  Soil, 

I  befeech  you  ?  Not  Pure  of  Pafture,  Mea¬ 
dow,  Wood-lands,  or  Timber  j  not  then  of 
*  the 
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tne  whole  Land,  as  our  Author  would 
you  underhand  it. 


have 


The  Reafons  for  which,  be  to  himfelf  ; 
but  till  our  Author  can  afccrtain  how  much 
of  the  Land  of  Canaan  produced  Corn, 
Wine,  Oil,  and  Fruits,  he  mud  certainly 
conclude  without  Premises,  when  he  makes 
it  amount  to  any  determined  Proportion  of 
the  whole  Land,  or  even  to  afccrtain  any 
Sum  for  the  Produce  of  the  arable  Lands  or 
Fruit-Grounds  themfelves. 

It  is  probable  the  Arable  Lands  and  Fruit- 
Grounds,  were  not  a  third  part  of  the  whole 
Country,  and  then  our  Authors  Computa¬ 
tion,  mftead  of  three  tenths  of  the  annual 
Rent  of  the  whole,  will  be  but  one  third 

°  a-,,te,ntk  t^ie  w^°,c  Produce ;  that  is, 
it  wid  be  no  more  of  the  whole  Produce 
than  three  Pounds  Hx  Shillings  and  efoht- 
pence  per  Cent.  D 


as  to  the  Tithes  of  Cattle,  you  will  ob¬ 
serve  that  tne  Firft-born,  as  has  been  ihewn 
before,  belongs  to  another  Account  5  what- 
e\'cr  that  Revenue  was,  it  belonged  to  the 
Jr ea fury  of  the  Temple,  and  was  no  part 
of  ^  the  proper  Revenue  of  the  Levites. 

<c  .  ?Ut  ~the  PHcfthood,  fays  our  Author, 
nad  a  Tenth  of  all  the  Beads  $  this  mud 
have  exceeded  a  Tenth,  but  I  fhail  reckon 
them  at  two  i  enths,  or  one  Fifth.  And 
inice  me  Stock  upon  an  Efhte  mud, 
<{  uPon  an  Average,  amount  to  at  lead  two 
-  annuaJ  Rents }  one  Fifth  will  be  two 

i  <£  Fifths, 
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“  Fifths,  or  four  Tenths,  of  the  annual 
“  Rent  ” 

Here  we  rnuft  ask  our  Author,  what  an¬ 
nual  Rent  does  he  mean  ?  Sure  he  fhould 
mean  no  other  Rent  than  of  the  Pafture- 
Grounds,  for  what  fort  of  Cattle  are  Corn¬ 
fields,  Olive-trees,  or  Vines  ufed  to  produce  ? 
Here  to  our  Author  concludes  without  Pre* 
miffes,  till  he  can  afeertain  what  was  the 
Proportion  of  Pafture-Ground  to  the  reft  of 
the  Land  of  Canaan .  It  might  be,  for  any 
thin"  he  knows  to  the  contrary,  but  one 
Tenth,  or  but  half  a  Tenth  of  the  whole 
Produce;  though  he  puts  it  down  at  four 
Tenths,  with  his  ufual  Afiurance. 

There  is  another  Queftion,  that  defencs 
particular  attention  on  this  head.  The 
Priefthood  had,  our  Author  fays,  one  Tenth 
of  all  the  Bcafts:  What,  had  the  Priefthood 
one  Tenth  of  all  the  Beafts,  fed  in  all  the 
Pafturcs  of  the  Hebrew  Land  ?  Had  the 
Priefts  the  tenth  Fleece  of  all  Sheep  fed  in 
them,  or  any  Conftderation  for  the  Herbage 
or  Feeding  of  any  Cattle  throughout  the 
whole  Land  ?  Where  do  you  find  any  fuch 
Conftitution,  or  Cuftom  ?  The  Law  only 
I,ev.xxvii.  Bircdts,  concernhig  the  Tithe  of  the  Hera, 
32'  or  of  the  Flock,  even  of  whatfoever  pajf ?th 
under  the  Rod,  the' Tenth  fall  be  holy 
unto  the  Ford.  As  to  the  cuftom  of  tithing, 
according  to  this  Law,  let  the  learned  Set- 
den  inform  us :  “  For  their  Cattle  o 

“  the  Increafe  of  them,  one  Tithe  only  was 
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“  paid,  and  that  to  the  Levites.  A  t  the  Tith- 
“  ing  they  ufed  to  fhut  the  Lambs  for  cx- 
“  ample  in  a  Sheep-coat,  where  the  Straitnefs 
“  of  the  Door  might  permit  but  one  at  once 
“  to  come  out ;  then  opening  the  Door,  ci- 
“  tlier  gently  to  hunt  them  out,  or  placing 
“  the  Ewes  bleating  near  them  without,  fo 
tc  to  caufe  them  to  run  out  one  by  one,  a 
“  Servant  handing  at  the  Door,  with  a  Rod 

coloured  with  Okcr,  folemnly  told  to  the 
“  Tenth,  which  Tenth  with  his  Rod  he 
<£  marked :  lo  they  underhand  going  under 
“  the  Rod  *.*' 

For  all  our  Author’s  Dexterity  in  Calcula¬ 
tion,  to  make  the  Tithes  of  the  Hebrews 
amount  to  a  full  annual  Rent  of  the  whole 
Land,  you  evidently  fee  it  does  not  amount 
to  one  Tenth  of  the  annual  Produce  ;  which 
according  to  his  own  Ehimateof  the  Produce, 
equal  to  three  annual  Rents,  will  not  be  a 
full  quarter  of  the  whole :  for  it  is  moreo¬ 
ver  to  be  obferved  that  the  whole  Land  was 
nor  titheable,  no  Woodlands,  no  Timber, 
or  Sylvacredna ,  paid  any  Tithe  at  at  all,  even 
the  whole  Cattle  the  moil  confiderable  Part 
of  the  Hebrew  Husbandry  paid  only  a  Tithe 
of  the  Young.  So  that  when  the  tenth 
Lamb,  Calf,  &c.  were  paid  for  Tithe,  the 
Remainder  paid  nothing  more,  either  in 
Wool  or  for  Herbage,  how  many  Years  fo- 
ever  they  were  kept  for  any  ufe.  So  that  the 
whole  Country  of  the  Hebrews  did  by  no 

1  2  means 
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means  pay  a  Tenth  of  the  Produce.  The 
greater  Part  of  the  Land  in  Quantity,  and 
likely  the  larger  Produce  in  Quality,  all  the 
Woodlands  and  Graft  ng-grounds,  either  paid 
nothing  at  all,  or  fo  lmall  a  matter  that  it 
could  not  amount  to  near  one  Tenth. 

But  is  there  not  mention  of  a  fecond,  and 
even  of  a  third  T  ithe  ?  As  there  is  a  little  ob- 
feurity  in  what  the  Hebrew  Authors  have 
written  concerning  this  Tithe,  which  feems 
to  have  mil-led  fomc  into  miftaken  Notions, 
as  if  this  was  a  part  of  the  Levitical  or  Na¬ 
tional  Revenue,  and  to  have  given  occafton 
to  others  to  mif-reprefent  the  Hebrew  Con- 
fiitution  as  unreafonably  partial  to  the  Le- 
vitcs  let  it  be  examined  iomewhat  more  par¬ 
ticularly. 

Deut.  xiv.  There  is  a  Direction  in  the  Law,  Tkoti 

*3>  24-  [halt  eat  before  the  Lord  thy  God  in  the 
'Place  which  he  fball  choofe  to  place  his 
Name  there ,  the  Tithe  of  thy  Corn ,  of  thy 
Nine,  and  of  thine  Oil,  and  the  Firftlings 
of  thy  Herds  and  of  th  Flocks,  that  thou 
may  eft  learn  to  fear  the  Lord  thy  God  al¬ 
ways.  It  is  further  directed,  that  if  the  Place 

25.  be  too  far,  then  ft  a  It  thou  turn  it  into  Mo¬ 
ney,  and  bind  up  the  Money  in  thine  Hand, 
and  j halt  go  to  the  Place  which  the  Lord 
thy  God  [tail  choofe.  To  what  UTes  this 
Money  was  appropriated,  the  Law  further  de- 

26.  dares  ;  And  thou  ftalt  beftow  that  Money 
for  w hat jb ever  thy  Soul  lufteth  after,  for 
Oxen  or  for  Sheep,  or  for  tVine,  or  for 

3  ftrong 
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firong  "Drink,  or  whatfoever  thy  Soul  de- 
fret  h  }  and  thou  fait  eat  there  before  the 
Lord  thy  God ,  and  thou  fait  rejoice ,  thou 
and  thy  Houfold.  The  plain  meaning  of 
this  Law  is  no  other  than  an  Injunction  on 
the  Hebrew  Nation,  to  ufe  one  part  of 
their  Income  in  Hofpirality,  to  rejoice  in  the 
Goodncfs  of  God  when  they  came  before 
his  Prefence,  to  acknowledge  they  owed  all 
their  Blellings  to  his  Protection  and  Favour, 
and  to  glad  the  Hearts  of  the  Poor,  the  Fa- 
therlefs  and  the  Widow  with  a  chcarful  En-  29. 
tertainment,  imitating  the  Goodnefs  of  God 
to  themfelves  by  fuch  Ads  of  Kindnefs  to  o* 
thers  5  bat  this  was  left  intircly  to  the  Owner, 
and  his  Good-will,  on  what  to  fpend  it,  and 
whom  to  entertain.  He  is  expreftly  allowed 
to  lay  it  out  for  whatfoever  his  Soul lufteth 
after ,  or  defireth.  This  is  therefore  not  un¬ 
fitly  called  by  the  Hebrew  Writers,  The 
Tithe  of  Fcafts  and  the  Poor  Man’s  Tithe. 

But  what  was  the  third  Tithe?  The  fol¬ 
lowing  Diredion  of  the  Law  may  explain 
it.  At  the  end  of  three  Tears  thou  fait 2S 
bring  forth  all  the  Tithe  of  thine  lucre  a  fe 
the  fame  Tear ,  and  fait  lay  it  up  within 
thy  Gates  5  and  the  Levite  {becaufe  he 
hath  no  Tart  nor  Inheritance  with  thee ) 
and  the  Stranger ,  and  the  Fatherlefs,  and 
the  Widow ,  which  are  within  thy  Gates , 
fall  come  and  eat  and  be  fat  is f yd,  that 
the  Lord  thy  God  may  blefs  thee  in  all 
the  Work  of  thine  hand  which  thou  doefl. 
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This  is  a  Dire&ion  how  the  Tithe  of  Feafts, 
or  of  the  Poor,  fhould  be  ufedthe  third  Tear. 

It  was  not  to  be  fpent  every  Year  at  the  Place 
of  the  Prcfcnce,  or  where  the  Shcchinah  re- 
fidcd;  but  the  third  Year  it  was  to  be  fpent 
at  home  in  their  own  City.  So  that  what  is 
called  the  third  Tithe ,  is  what  the  Law  fpcaks 
of  as  the  Tithe  of  the  third  Teary  which  was 
to  be  fpent  every  third  Year  in  their  own 
Cities. 

Let  us  fee  how  the  learned  Selden  repre- 
fents  this  Matter  :  “  This  firft  Tenth  paid 
“  {viz.  the  Levites  Tenth)  the  remaining 
“  nine,  were  accounted  profane  or  for  com- 
<c  monUfcj  yet  not  to  be  fpent  by  the 
*"■  Pofleflor,  until  he  had  taken  out  of 
“  thefe  nine  another  Tithe,  which  he  was 
the  hr  ft  two  Years  to  carry  to  f.erufalemx 

u  - and  fpend  it  there  at  the  Temple  in 

Feafts, —  and  every  third  Year  the  fame  he 
ic  was  to  fpend  upon  the  Poor  and  Levites , 
“  within  his  own  Gates. — This  other  Tithe 
“  they  call  their  fecond  Tithe,  or  Tithe  of 
<c  Feafts. —  Some  make  a  third,  as  Tobit  y 
“  — but  he  means  only  the  Tithe  of  the  third 
M  Year  s  that  is,  the  Tithe  which  every  third 
?c  Year  after  the  firft  Tithe  paid  was  to  be 
“  laid  up  by  the  Husbandman  in  his  own 
£C  Cates,  for  the  Levites  within  his  Gates, 
the  Stranger,  the  Fathcrlefs,  and  the  Wi- 
tc  dow,  which  Jofephus  alfo  names  a  third 
Tithe  to  be  beftowed  every  third  Year,  and 
“  this  the  Rabbins  call  the  Poor  Man’s 

ct  Tithe  5 
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c*  Tithe ;  and  it  is  alfo  intituled  a  third,  but 
“  falls  better  under  the  fecond  of  our  Divi- 
“  f  on,  and  need  not  to  be  made  a  third. 
u  Nor  is  it 

Thefe  fecond  and  third  Tithes  then  feem 
to  be  one  and  the  fame,  only  to  be  ufed  at 
different  times  in  a  different  manner  for  two 
Years  at  the  Place  of  the  Prefence,  and  the 
third  Year  at  Home  5  but  it  is  evident  they 
were  no  property  of  the  Levites ,  no  na¬ 
tional  Tax,  or  afligned  for  any  publick  Ufes. 

The  Law  appropriates  them  to  Hofpitality, 
according  as  the  Owner  himfclf  fhall  choofe, 
to  rejoice  their  Houlhold,  the  Stranger,  the 
Fatherlefs  and  the  Widow,  among  whom 
they  were  not  to  forfake  the  Levites ;  many 
of  whom,  efpecially  their  Fatherlefs  and  Wi¬ 
dows,  might  (land  in  need  of  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  Hofpitality,  as  much,  perhaps  more, 
than  the  other  Inhabitants  of  their  Cities. 

There  is  one  thing  relating  to  tit zLevitical  CmfUna. 
Revenues,  which  a  late  Author  has  palled  o- 
ver  in  deep  filence  *  with  Art  enough  for  his  vites  for 
purpofe,  but  hardly  with  that  Regard  for the 
Truth  one  might  have  expe&ed  from  a 
Moral  Philofopher.  The  Tithe  is  reprefent- 
ed  as  very  great,  and  the  more  valuable,  as 
the  Levites  had  fo  large  a  Portion  of  the 
Produce  of  the  Land,  afligned  them  without 
any  Labour  or  Expence  of  their  own  5  but 
why  were  not  the  Reafons  and  Confiderations 
of  this  Allignment  taken  into  the  Account  ? 

I  4.  To 

*  Selden  of  Tithes,  c.  ii.  §  2,  3.  V.LLI  p  1083. 
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To  put  a  true  Eftimate  on  this  Trovifion  for 
the  Levitcs ,  a  Love  of  Truth  and  Juftice, 
which  I  take  to  be  moral  Virtues,  require  we 
fhould  obferve,  whether  any  Confideration 
was  given  for  this  Alignment,  and  what 
that  Confideration  was?  it  was  not  a  burthen- 
forne  Tax  on  the  other  Tribes,  only  for  their 
Support  as  a  national  Clergy ;  for  the  Le- 
vites  gave  up  their  own  Property  and  Pri¬ 
vileges  as  a  Tribe  to  the  Nation,  and  took 
upon  themfelves  the  national  Services  of  the 
Sanfluary  and  of  the  Law,  as  a  Confideration 
for  it. 

The  Tribe  of  Levi  was  one  of  the  Tribes 
of  Ifrael. ,  as  much  as  Judah  or  Ephraim. 
I?  had  as  juft  a  claim  to  a  Proportion  of  the 
promifed  Land  for  an  Inheritance  as  any  of 
the  other  Tribes;  the  Tribe  of  Levi  then  had 
a  previous  natural  Right  to  a  Share  in  the 
Land  in  full  Property,  and  to  an  indepen¬ 
dent  Government,  as  a  Tribe  under  its  own 
Prince,  and  Heads  of  Families,  as  any  of  the 
other  Tribes  had,  according  to  the  Hebrew 
Conftitution. 

Yet,  as  the  peculiar  Service  of  the  Levites 
made  it  inconvenient  their  time  fhould  be 
taken  up  with  Husbandry  and  Arms,  or  that 
they  fhould  live  together  as  one  Tribe,  which 
would  have  been  inconfiftent  with  their  Study 
of  the  Law,  and  the  national  Advantages 
(defign’d  by  their  Knowledge  of  it  ;  it  was 
appointed  by  the  Conftitution,  that  they 
fhould  give  up  their  (hare  of  the  Land  to 
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the  Publick  j  and  for  the  better  Service  of 
the  Publick,  that  they  fhould  part  with  their 
own  Government  and  Security  as  a  Tribe,  by 
inhabiting  together  in  one  Province,  and  be 
leparated  throughout  all  the  Tribes  of  If- 
rael  under  the  Government,  and  fubjed  to 
the  Power  of  that  Tribe  where  they  had  their 
Habitation. 

Now  fo  much  of  the  Tithes,  as  the  Lev  it  es 
thus  purchafed  for  a  valuable  Confideration, 
ought  to  be  accounted  their  own  proper  E- 
ftate,  as  much  as  an  Annuity  paid  by  a  Govern¬ 
ment  for  a  Sum  of  Money  advanced  by  the 
Annuitants  for  the  Service  of  the  Publick. 

Let  us  juft  obferve  what  this  may  reafonably 
amount  to. 

The  Levites  were  a  thirteenth  Tribe; 
to  make  the  Computation  lefs  exceptionable, 
let  their  Proportion  of  Land  be  eftimated  at 
a  fifteenth.  Then  in  every  hundred  Pounds 
a  Year  Produce,  the  Levites  Property  would 
have  been  fix  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  near. 

Now  the  Tenth  of  one  hundred  Pounds  a 
Year  amounting  to  ten  Pounds,  the  Levites 
really  received  no  more  above  their  own 
Property,  as  one  of  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael, 
than  three  Pounds  feven  Shillings,  or  not 
three  and  a  half  perCent. 

But  there  are  other  Confiderations  of  con¬ 
siderable  Confequence,  as  I  apprehend,  in 
this  Computation. 


The 


n 


2  Of  the  Civil  Government 

The  Levites  in  this  Exchange,  of  a  real 
Eftatc  for  an  Annuity,  gave  up  PofTeffion,  and 
yielded  away  all  the  Advantages  of  perfonai 
Property,  and  independent  Government. 
They  trufted  folely  to  the  national  Faith,  for 
the  fecure  Payment  of  their  Annuity  ;  they 
divefted  thcmfelves  of  all  Power  of  Re-entry 
upon  Non-Payment,  and  ran  the  hazard  of 
the  Infolvcncy  of  any  Tribe,  or  any  Part  of 
the  Country,  either  by  ill  Husbandry  or  ac¬ 
cidental  Damages,  by  reafon  of  Contentions 
at  home,  or  Invafions  from  abroad ;  fo 
that  no  Misfortune  could  befall  either  the 
Hebrew  Nation,  or  any  one  of  the  Tribes  ; 
but  the  Levites  Annuity  muft  feel  it,  and 
fuffer  a  Deficiency  by  it. 

Further  it  may  be  obferved,  how  little  to 
the  purpofe  the  moral  Philofopher  has  diftin- 
guifhed,  between  an  annual  Rent  and  an 
annual  Produce.  For  the  Property  given  by 
the  Levites  to  the  Publick,  and  actually  dis¬ 
tributed  among  the  other  Tribes,  gave  up  the 
annual  Produce ,  not  an  annual  Rent  only  * 
and  had  the  Levites  kept  their  Property  in 
their  own  Pofleftion,  they  would  have  re¬ 
ceived  not  oneRent  only,  but  the  whole  three 
Rents.  It  is  true,  then  they  muft  have  kept 
their  Farms  in  their  own  hands,  and  have 
been  employ'd  in  Husbandry  with  the  reft  of 
their  Neighbours,  which  now  others  were  to 
do  for  them ;  but  what  then  ?  Was  it  an  une¬ 
qual  Convention,  that  the  Nation  fhould  do 
*  '  for 
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for  the  Levites  their  W ork  of  Husbandry, 
when  the  Levites  were  to  do  for  the  whole 
Nation  all  the  Services  of  the  Sandluary,  and 
every  where  to  adid  the  Adminiftration  of 
[udice,  by  their  Study  and  Knowledge  of  the 
Law  ?  It  was  highly  neccfiary  fome  Perfons 
fhould  be  appointed  to  thefe  Services,  when 
the Levites  were  appointed  to  them,  and  frcccj. 
all  others  of  the  Nation  from  them.  It  was 
mod  equitable,  that  the  Nation  fhould  free 
the  Levites  in  their  turn  from  the  Care 
of  Husbandry,  that  they  might  be  able  to  do 
the  national  Services  for  which  they  were 
appointed. 

Before  we  take  leave  of  this  Part  of  the 
Hebrew  Conditution,  let  us  view  it  in  one 
light  which  is  not  very  common,  though  it 
fcems  obvious  and  plain  enough. 

The  Rank  of  the  Prieds  and  Levites ,  as  Cars  t* 
Miniders  of  Religion,  as  the  Men  of  bed^™^ 
Underdanding  and  Knowledge  in  the  Laws, 
as  of  great  Intered  in  the  Nation  and  In  -the  Le- 
duence  in  the  Adminidration  of  judice,vltes“ 
might  have  proved  too  great  a  Balance  of 
Power  in  one  Tribe,  if  they  had  retain’d 
with  thefe  Advantages  a  confiderable  Pro¬ 
perty  in  Land  and  an  united  independant 
Government  in  themfelvcs,  as  one  of  the 
Tribes  of  Ifrael ,  according  to  the  Model  of 
the  other  Tribes  or  Provinces. 

I  cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  a  wife  In¬ 
tention,  and  an  original  Dedgn  in  the  Con- 

ditution, 
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ftitution,  appointed  with  great  political  Skill 
to  cut  elf  ail  poflible  Abufe  of  fuch  Power 
and  Influence,  as  their  Character  might  give 
them.  By  thefe  means  they  were  depriv¬ 
ed  of  all  Power  to  hurt  the  Liberty  of  the 
other  Tribes,  or  any  ways  endanger  the 
Conftitution  by  any  ambitious  Views  or 
Proje&s  :  for  not  only  all  the  Eftates  of  the 
Levites ,  but  their  Perfons  too,  were  given 
into  the  hands  of  the  other  Tribes,  as  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Hoftages  and  as  a  Security  for  their  good 
Behaviour.  They  were  fo  feparated  from 
one  another,  that  they  could  no  way  mu¬ 
tually  aflifl:  each  other  in  any  ambitious 
Defign.  They  were  fo  dilperfed  among 
the  other  Tribes,  that  it  was  abfolutely  in 
their  power,  upon  any  national  Quarrel,  or 
even  on  a  fufpicion  of  any  ill  Defigns  of 
the  Levites ,  to  put  a  flop  to  their  whole 
Livelihood,  and  feize  on  all  their  Perfons 
at  once.  You  may  hence  perceive,  that 
whatever  Power  or  Influence  the  Conftitu- 
tion  gave  the  Levites  to  do  good,  the  fame 
Conftitution  carefully  provided  to  put  it 
out  of  their  power  to  do  ill,  either  to 
difturb  the  Peace  or  endanger  the  Liberties 
pf  their  Country. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Union  of  the  Uribes ,  or  general 
Government  of  ^  Hebrew 
Nation. 

^T^HE  Polity  of  the  Hebrew  Government 
A  we  have  feen  fettled,  each  of  the 
Tribes  of  Ifrael  in  their  Lots  or  Portions 
of  the  Holy  Land,  as  fo  many  diftinft  Pro¬ 
vinces  ;  each  Province  having  its  particular 
Government  or  Scepter,  and  ordering  its 
own  Affairs  by  its  own  Princes,  Heads  of 
Families,  Elders  and  Courts.  The  Tribe  of 
Levi  had  a  particular  Conftitution,  different 
from  all  the  reft,  as  it  was  defign’d  for  dif¬ 
ferent  Services  of  the  San&uary  and  the 
Law ;  but  the  Wildom  of  this  Conftitution 
did  not  only  provide  for  the  good  Govern¬ 
ment  of  each  Tribe  within  itlelf,  it  took 
care  alfo  to  provide  for  the  common  Wel¬ 
fare  of  the  whole  Nation,  as  it  was  to  be 
one  Kingdom  of  Jehovah,  to  unite  their 
Counfels,  their  whole  Strength  and  Power, 
for  the  common  Defence  and  Profperity  of 
the  whole. 

But  wherein  this  LTnion  of  the  Tribes  into 
one  Body  did  confift,  is  not  commonly  fo 
well  underftood  as  one  would  wifh,  who  is 
dcfirous  to  fee  the  true  Plan  of  this  Govern¬ 
ment, 
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ment,  and  difpofed  to  perceive  the  Wifdom 
of  this  Conftitution. 

Though  the  Hiftory  of  the  Hebrews  is 
fhort,  and  they  very  foon  departed  in  many 
things  from  the  original  Conftitution,  after 
the  Adminiftrations  of  Mofes  and  JoJhua  s 
yet  there  is  fo  plain  Evidence  of  the  Con¬ 
gregation  of  ifrael ,  of  a  great  Council  or 
Senate  of  ElderSj  of  a  Judge  or  a  Stadt- 
holder,  of  the  Voice  of  Jehovah ,  his  Word, 
or  Oracle,  in  the  general  Adminiftration, 
and  in  Affairs  that  concerned  the  whole 
Nation  ;  that  every  one  muft  obferve,  thefe 
made  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  Hebrew 
Government,  and  that  the  Union  of  the 
Tribes  into  one  Government  was  intended 
to  be  placed  in  them  5  in  thele  were  their 
Councils  to  be  united,  by  them  their  joint 
Forces  were  to  be  directed.  Thus  they  be¬ 
came  one  united  Body  for  the  Prefervation 
of  their  common  Liberty,  Peace  and  Reli¬ 
gion,  againft  all  Oppofition,  how  much  fo- 
cver  each  of  the  Tribes  was  made  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  other  particular  Tribes,  and  fo- 
vereign  in  its  own  Tribe,  in  the  Admi¬ 
niftration  of  Juftice  within  itfelf. 

If  we  fuppofe  the  Congregation  of  Ifrael , 
the  great  Council,  the  judge  or  Stadtholder, 
and  the  Voice  of  the  Oracle,  all  concurred 
in  the  Adminiftration  of  the  general  Go¬ 
vernment,  it  will  eafily  appear  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  Union  of  the  Tribes  as  one  Body  may 
be  conceived  after  this  manner  j  that  the 

Congre- 
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Congregation  of  Ifrael,  or  the  whole  People 
ena&ed ;  that  the  great  Council  advifed,  con¬ 
sulted,  and  propofed  j  that  the  Judge  or 
Stadtholder  prefided  in  their  Councils,  and 
had  the  chief  hand  in  executing  what  was 
refolvcd  in  them  j  and  that  the  Oracle  was 
to  aflent  to  and  approve  what  was  refolved, 
and  authorize  the  Execution  of  it  in  Mat¬ 
ters  of  the  greatell  Importance  to  the  whole 
State  :  fo  that  the  general  Union  of  the 
whole  Nation  may  not  improperly  be  thus 
exp  relied  :  It  was  by  the  Command  of  the 
People,  and  Advice  of  the  Senate,  the  Judge 
prefiding,  and  the  Oracle  approving*. 

Let  us  a  little  examine  thefe  Particulars, 
and  fee  whether  there  is  not  fufheient  rea- 
fon  thus  to  confider  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Statcs-General  of  the  united  Tribes  of  If 
rael. 

But  before  we  proceed  to  Particulars,  it  A*  proper 
may  ferve  much  to  prevent  Miftakes  in  this  ^sw**™* 
Inquiry,  to  make  one  previous  Oblervation .thuConju- 
that  there  were  no  proper  legifative tution- 
Powers  lodged  any  where  in  this  Conftitu¬ 
tion  •,  for  thefe  States-General,  whether 
confidered  each  of  them  feparately,  or  ail 
of  them  with  mutual  and  joint  Confent, 
had  no  Authority  veiled  in  them  either  to 
repeal  Laws  in  being,  or  to  make  new  Laws. 

The  Laws  of  this  Nation  were  the  Laws  of 

Jehovah , 

*  Jubente  Populoex  Senatus  Confulto,  pnefidente  Confule, 
approbante  Oraculo. 
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Jehovah  thefc  were  fo  facred  as  to  be  un¬ 
alterable  in  a  much  higher  fenfe,  than  the 
Laws  of  the  Medes  and  jP erfians .  Jeho¬ 
vah  was  the  only  Lawgiver ,  and  there 
is  an  exprefs  Law  which  enacts  :  Now 
therefore ,  0  Ifrael,  hearken  unto  the  Sta¬ 
tutes  and  unto  the  Judgments  which 
I  teach  you ,  for  to  do  them ,  that  ye  may 
live  and  go  on,  and  pojfefs  the  Land,  which 
the  Lord  God  of  your  Fathers  giveth  yoiL 
Te  jhall  not  add  unto  the  Word  which  1 
command  you,  neither  fall  ye  diminif 
ought  from  it,  that  ye  may  keep  the  Com¬ 
mandments  of  the  Lord  your  God,  which 
I  command  you. 

The  fame  Command  is  repeated.  What 
thing  foever  I  command  you,  obferve  to 
do  it,  thou  Jhalt  not  add  thereto  or  di- 
minijh  from  it. 

From  hence  a  learned  Author  juftly  con¬ 
cludes,  “  That  the  Right  of  Sovereignty, 
€<  which  confilts  in  making  Laws,  was  not 
“  given  to  any  by  the  Hebrew  Conftitu- 
“  tion*.”  It  was  a  Right  Jehovah  re- 
fervd  to  himfelf,  who  only  gave  his  Law 
to  Ifrael ;  and  another  eminent  Author  has 
very  truly  obferved  of  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael, 
“  That  the  Power  of  Legiflature  could  not 
“  in  a  proper  fenfe  belong  to  them  5  for 

“  tho’ 

*  Hoc  igitur  argumento  maximo  eft,  juris  iliius  Majeftatis, 
quod  in  legibus  ferendis  el't  pofttum,  nihil  quicquam  penes 
hominem  luiffe.  Conringius  de  Republ .  Heb.  §.  10.  p.  ra« 
246. 
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tho’  they  might,  and  did  make  fuch  Rules 
“  as  we  commonly  call  By-Laws ,  yet  the 

Law  of  Mofes  was  their  unalterable  Law, 
“  both  for  civil  and  eccleliaftical  Affairs  V 
Wherever  then  the  Union  of  the  Tribes  was 
placed,  we  muff  not  expedt  to  find  any  pro¬ 
per  legiflative  Authority  or  Power;  for  the 
Laws  both  in  Affairs  civil  and  eccleliaftical, 
being  at  the  firft  given  by  God  himfelf,  were 
by  his  Authority  made  facred  and  unal¬ 
terable. 

Yet  ftill,  there  were  many  things  in  the  due 
Oblervation  and  Execution  of  thefe  Laws  re- 
lating  to  the  common  Interefts  of  the  whole 
People,  concerning  which  the  Laws  had 
made  no  particular  Provilion,  or  given  par¬ 
ticular  Directions.  In  fuch  cafes  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  the  Hebrew  Nation  fhould  have  a.  na¬ 
tional  Authority,  both  in  taking  Advice  and 
in  executing  what  fhould  be  refolved  upon, 
as  the  common  Concern  of  the  whole  People! 
Thus  the  united  Counfels  and  Force  of  the 
Nation  were  under  the  Direction  of  the  Con¬ 
gregation  of  Ifrael,  the  Senate  of  Elders  or 
great  Council,  the  Judge  and  the  Oracle. 

Let  us  examine  the  proper  Parts  of  each,  a 
little  more  diftindtly. 

*  Bp.  Sherlock,  Differt.  Ilf.  317. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Congregation  of  all  Ifrael. 

BESIDES  the  Aflembly  or  Congregation 
of  the  Hebrew  People  in  each  particu¬ 
lar  City,  and  in  each  Tribe,  which  have  been 
confidered  before  in  the  provincial  Go\  em¬ 
inent  of  the  Tribes  5  there  is  alfo  mention  of 
all  the  Congregation  of  the  Chidrcn  of  If¬ 
rael,  and  all  the  Children  of  Ifrael ,  even  all 
jofrni  the  Congregation,  and  the  whole  Congre- 
xxi3-'l6‘  tion  of  the  Lord*.  This  Afl'embly  or  Con¬ 
gregation  of  the  whole  People  is  diftinguifhd 
from  the  Princes  and  Elders.  Mofes  is  di¬ 
rected  to  make  two  Silver  Trumpets,  and  if 
Numbers  fj:ey  blow  with  them ,  all  the  Af °mbly  pall 
2°’  affemble  themfelves  at  the  Door  of  the 
'Tabernacle  of  the  Congregation  ;  and  if 
they  blow  with  one  Trumpet  only ,  then 
the  Trinces  which  are  Heads  of  the  Thou- 
lands  of  Ifrael,  fall  gather  themfelves  to- 
Tether.  ‘When  Mofes  came  down  from 
Mount  Sinai ,  with  the  two  Tables  in  his 
Numb.  x.  hand,  fitlt  Aaron  and  all  the  Rulers  of  the 
Congregation  came  to  him,  and  Mofes  talk¬ 
ed  with  them,  and  afterwards  all  the  Chil¬ 
dren 


*  There  were  two  fuch  AfTemblies  of  the  People  in  the 
Lacedemonian  Government,  the  one  of  thofe  who  were  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  City,  called  M ikoo.  KKKMTtz,  the  ieiiei 
Affembly  ;  the  other  of  all  the  Inhabitants  ot  the  Country 
of  Lacoma,  called  Amply  the  A'ffemb!  ,  or  E kkKutix.  L/a:g. 
Jf  Repub  L  cue  dam.  /.  i;  f.vii.  p  4-S. 
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dren  of  Ifrael  came  nigh ,  and  he  gave  them 
m  command  ail  that  the  Lord  had  fpoken 
unto  him  on  Mount  Sinai.  Then  AA/Lr  Exodus 
gathered  all  the  Congregation  of  the  Chilxxxw'  31 
dren  of  Ifrael  together ,  and  faid  unto  them , 32' 
Thefe  are  the  Words  which  the  Lord  hathxxxv.  i. 
commanded  that  ye  Jhould  do  them.  Whe:\ 

Mofes  was  dire&ed  to  propofe  Gods  Co¬ 
venant  to  the  People,  and  declare  to  them 
his  Promife  of  peculiar  Protedion,  Favour, 
and  Blefling,  and  to  take  their  Homage  and 
Promife  of  Obedience  to  him  as  God  and 
King,  it  was  propofed  to  them  in  this  Form  : 

Now  therefore  if  ye  will  obey  my  Voice  in-xlx.  5; 
deed ,  and  keep  my  Covenant ,  then  ye  jhall 
be  a  peculiar  Treafure  unto  me  above  all 
f  eople.  Mofes  fummons  the  People  to  con- 
fent  to  this  Covenant,  and  promife  their  Al¬ 
legiance  5  And  Mofes  came  and  called  the 
Elders  of  the  People ,  and  laid  before  their 
Faces  all  thefe  Words ,  which  the  Lord 
commanded  him  j  and  all  the  ‘People  an -  7 

filtered  together  and  faid ,  all  that  the  Lord 
hath  fpoken  we  will  do. 

JoJhita ,  after  the  Settlement  of  Ifrael ’  and 
when  he  was  grown  old,  called  for  all  Ifrael, 
or  fummoned  a  full  Hebrew  Parliament  j 
that  is,  he  called  for  their  Elders ,  for  their  Joih.xxiii 
Heads ,  and  for  their  Judges ,  their  l> z- 

Officers  i  and  Jojhua  gathered  all  the  Tribes 
of  Ifrael  to  Shechem ,  and  called  for  the 
Elders  of  Ifrael \  and  for  their  Heads ,  and 
for  their  Judges ,  for  their  Officers, 
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and  they  presented  themfelves  before  God j 
jofh  xxiii.  and  JoJhua  f aid  unto  all  the  Teople,  Thus 
‘5  2-  faith  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael. 

Who  were  When  this  Affembly  is  called  all  the  Con- 
the  Mem-  gregation  of  Ifrael ,  all  Ifraef  the  whole 
ben  of  thu  Conyreyat ion  of  the  Lord,  fo  full  Expreffions 
(lon.  mould  lcem  to  mean,  that  every  one  who 
was  a  free  Ifraelite  had  a  right  to  enter  into 
this  Congregation,  as  foon  as  arrived  at  law- 
ful  Age  3  at  leaf!  that  the  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand  who  entered  into  the  Covenant,  and 
were  made  unalienable  Freeholders,  and  held 
their  Eftates  of  Jehovah  in  chief  by  military 
Service,  were  Members  of  it  according  to 
jofh. xxiii.  fhc  Coniiitution.  Yet  when  the  Congrcga- 
24-  tion  of  all  Ifrael  is  faid  to  be  called,  it  feems 
to  be  no  more  in  fome  cafes  than  fummon- 
ing  the  Elders,  Heads,  Judges  and  Officers, 
as  when  Jojhua  called  for  all  Ifrael ,  and  when 
he  gathered  all  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael  to  She- 
chem.  He  called  for  the  Elders  of  Ifrael \ 
and  for  their  Heads,  and  for  their  Judges,  and 
for  their  Officers  j  and  thefe  feem  to  be  no 
more  than  thefe  Elders,  Heads,  Judges  and 
Officers  aficmblcd  on  this  Summons,  tho’  it 
was  a  Summons  of  all  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael. 
When  Mofes  affcmbled  all  the  Congregation, 
tho’  he  laid  before  the  Elders  of  the  People 
Exod.xix.  the  Word  which  the  Lord  commanded  him , 
it  was  however  all  the  People  anfwered  to¬ 
gether,  and  faid.  All  that  the  Lord  hath 
fyoken  we  will  do. 


It 
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it  is  very  likely  the  manner  of  holding  this 
Congregation  or  Affembly  of  all  Ifrael  was 
different.  While  the  whole  Nation  was  to¬ 
gether  in  one  Body  in  an  Army,  as  for  a  long 
time,  under  the  Command  of  Mofes ,  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  general  Congregation  fcems 
evidently  to  differ  from  what  it  was  after¬ 
wards,  when  the  Tribes  were  fettled  in  the 
feveral  Lots  of  their  Inheritance.  Every  free 
Ifraelite  feems  to  have  had  a  right  to  vote 
in  this  Affembly,  if  he  could  be  prefent  where 
it  was  fummoifd  to  meet  with  Convenience. 
But  when  the  greater  Part  of  theNation  could 
not  leave  their  private  Affairs  and  Habitations, 
then  the  Tribes  fecm  to  appear  by  a  Repre¬ 
fentative ,  by  their  Elders,  Heads,  fudges  and 
Officers,  or  by  a  certain  Number  of  their 
provincial  Magtftrates,  who  may  not  unfitly 
be  called  ^Deputies  to  the  States-General, 
from  the  particular  Provinces.  Thefe  being 
affembled  as  a  Reprefentative  of  all  Ifrael \ 
may  be  confidered  as  the  Rarliament  of  the 
Hebrew  Nation  5  and  thefe  two  different 
Manners  of  Affembling,  are  indeed  no  other 
than  a  greater  or  lefs  Number,  as  cither 
fhould  be  more  convenient. 

The  Subftance  of  this  Obfervation  was  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of  long  fince  by  an  ingenious 
Author  :  “  That  while  the  whole  People  was 
“  an  Army,  Mofes  could  propofe  to  them  in 
“  Body,  or  under  their  Staves,  or  Standards 
“  of  their  Camps;  then  he  needed  not,  and 
[[  fo  he  ufed  not  any  Reprefentative.  But 
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u  when  Jojhua  had  let  the  People  go,  and 
“  the  Children  of  Ifrael  went  every  Man  to 
“  his  Inheritance  to  poffefs  the  Land,  the 
“  Rotation  of  twenty-four  thoufand  Men 
tc  under  their  proper  Officers  afforded  a  Re- 
“  prefentative  of  the  People  or  Commons, 

“  as  well  as  a  {landing  Guard,  for  the  Safety 
“  of  the  whole  Nation 

Thus  all  the  Children  of  Ifrael  may  be 
confidcred  as  conftituting  this  Congregation, 
or  Hebrew  Houle  of  Commons,  but  in  fomc- 
what  different  manners,  as  was  ufual  in  the 
moll  celebrated  Polities.  In  forne  cafes,  all 
appear’d  per  finally  •>  in  other  cafes,  they  ap¬ 
peared  by  a  Rcprefintative.  This  might 
well  be  in  common  and  ordinary  Cafes,  by 
the  common  and  ordinary  Rotation  of  the 
Monthly  Guard  5  but  on  more  extraordinary 
occafions,  by  a  more  folemn  and  larger  De¬ 
putation  from  the  twelve  Tribes. 

This  eafy  and  obvious  Diffinction  of  the 
Manner  of  holding  the  Hebrew  Parliaments, 
on  different  Occasions,  and  indifferent  Cir- 
cumflances,  may,  I  think,  remove  all  Diffi¬ 
culties  that  arife  cither  from  the  different 
Summons ,  whereby  they  were  called,  or  the 
different  Rerfins  who  met  in  them  when  al- 
femblcd. 

But  however  it  was  that  this  Congrega¬ 
tion  of  all  Ifrael  was  affembled,  and  who¬ 
ever  they  were  who  met  in  it,  which  fo  fhort 
an  Hiilory  is  not  like  to  acquaint  us  fully 

with, 

*  Harrington  Commonwealth  of  Ifrael.  c.  iii.  §.  2. 
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with,  nor  is  it  very  material  to  know ; 
thus  much  is  plain,  and  evident,  and  fuffi- 
cient  to  our  Purpofc,  that  it  was  an  Affembly 
of  the  People  or  of  the  Commons  of  all  If 
rael ,  either  in  Perfon  or  by  Reprefentative  ; 
and  that  the  Hebrew  People  or  Commons 
had  their  Share  in  the  Government,  fo  far 
as  this  Congregation  or  Aflembly  was  con¬ 
cern’d,  which  you  will  loon  perceive  was 
very  greatly. 

We  have  already  premifed,  that  no  pro-  What  meu 
per  legiflative  Powers  were  intruded  any 
where  in  this  Conffitution.  It  may  be  fur -gregati. 


on 


Com- 


ther  obferved,  that  the  national  Revenues  of5'"  T. 
this  State  were  io  lettled  in  the  Tithes  and  o-  raei. 
ther  Offerings,  and  there  being  no  Soldiery 
in  Pay,  all  holding  their  Eftates  by  military 
Service,  there  was  no  Reafon  for  new  or  oc- 
cafional  Taxes  :  fo  that  the  Hebrew  Parlia¬ 
ment  could  have  no  bufmefs,  either  to  make 
new  Laws,  or  to  raife  Money.  What  then 
did  they  meet  for  at  all,  you  will  fay?  What 
Bufmefs  have  Parliaments,  but  to  make  Laws 
or  to  raife  Money  ?  There  were  other  Things, 
you  will  obferve,  of  great  Importance  to  the 
Peace  and  Welfare  of  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  which  it  was  very  proper  to  a£t  by 
and  with  the  Confent  of  the  whole  People, 
and  by  Authority  of  the  fame.  War  and 
Peace  with  neighbour  Nations,  Differences 
between  Tribes  which  might  greatly  difunitc 
and  weaken  the  whole  Body,  receiving  and 
eftablifhing  principal  Officers  and  Magiflrates, 
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were  Things  of  fuch  Importance,  as  required 
mutual  Confent,  and  the  joint  Authority  of 
the  whole  Nation.  It  fhould  l'ccm  then  that 
the  People  of  Ifrael ,  in  this  AfTembly  or 
national  Parliament,  had  all  the  Powers 
which  were  ufually  veiled  in  the  People,  in 
the  1110ft  celebrated  Governments  of  Greece 
or  Rome.  Their  AiTent  gave  Santtion  and 
full  Authority  to  what  waspropofed  to  them. 
The  Roman  Definition  of  a  Law  will  fhew 
what  this  Afient  of  the  Roman  People  was  in 
their  Government;  a  Law  is  what  the  People 
of  Rome  confirm’d  on  *Propofal  by  a  Sena¬ 
tor  ian  Magiftratc,  as  a  Con fill ;  and  in  this 
among  the  Romans ,  a  Lave  (Lex)  differed 
from  a  Rote,  or  Order  of  the  People  or 
Commons,  called  Rlebifcitum ;  which  was 
f  what  the  People  refolv’d  when  alfembled 
by  a  Magiftratc  of  their  own,  as  a  Tribunes 
and  thus  alfo  it  differed  from  a  Vote  or  Re- 
folution  of  the  Senate,  which  was  ^fuch 
Order  as  the  Senate  made  of  its  own  Autho¬ 
rity.  This  fhews,  that  among  the  Romans 
nothing  had  the  Authority  of  a  Law,  but 
what  was  propofed  to  the  People  and  affent- 
ed  to  by  them.  It  was  the  Confent  of  the 
People  which  gave  it  the  binding  Autho¬ 
rity  of  a  Law. 

This 

*  Lex  eft,  quod  Pop«1  us  Rom  anus,  Senatorio  Magiftratu 
interrogate  (veluri  Confule)  conftituebat.  Inflit.  L.  1 .  lit.  2. 

f  Plebifcitum  eft,  quod  Plebs  Plebcio  Magiftratu,  ve'uti 
Tribune,  conftituebat.  lb. 

+  Senatus  confukum  eft,  quod  Senatus  jubet  atque  con* 
ftituit.  lb. 
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This  Conftitution  of  the  Roman  Govern¬ 
ment  may  not  improperly  fhew  what  Part 
the  Hebrew  People  or  Congregation  of  If 
rael  had  in  their  Government,  which  Mr. 
Harrington  thus  defcribes,  u  In  Laws  to  be 
“  made,  whatever  was  propofed  by  the  San- 
“  hedrim,  and  fefolved  in  the  Affirmative, 

■“  in  the  Congregation  of  the  Lord,  was  an 
“  Ad  of  Parliament  of  Ifrael 

A  few  particular  Infiances  how  the  pub- 
lick  Affairs  of  greatcft  moment  were  tranf- 
aded  in  this  AfTembly,  may  make  this 
Part  of  the  Hebrew  Conftitution  better  un- 
derftood. 

The  Congregation  of  Ifrael  was  fummon- 
ed  by  Mofes  to  receive  the  Law,  to  recognize 
and  acknowledge  ‘Jehovah  their  God,  their 
King,  and  their  Lawgiver,  which  Mofes  was 
direded  to  do  in  this  Form  :  Thus  fait  Exodus 
thou  fay  to  the  Houfe  of  Jacob ,  and  tellxix'  u 
the  Children  of  Ifrael ,  Te  have  feen  what 
I  did  to  the  Egyptians ,  and  how  I  bore 
you  on  Eagles  Wings ,  and  brought  you  un¬ 
to  my  felf :  Now  therefore  if  you  will  0- 
bey  my  Eoice  indeed ,  and  keep  my  Cove¬ 
nant,  then  ye  pall  be  a  peculiar  Treafure 
unto  me  above  all  ^People:  For  all  thei — 9- 
Earth  is  mine,  and  ye  pall  be  unto  me  a 
Kingdom  of  Eriefts  and  an  holy  Nation. 

Thefe  are  the  Words  which  thou  palt 
fpeak  unto  the  Children  of  Ifrael  j  and  Mo¬ 
fes  came  and  called  for  the  Elders  of  the 

Eeople , 

*  Harrington  Commonw.  of  Ifrael.  p.  52.  c.  ii.  §.  16. 
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‘People,  and  laid  before  their  Faces  all  thefe 
Words  which  the  Lord  commanded  him. 
And  all  the  People  anfwered  together ,  and 
faid ,  all  that  the  Lord  hath  fpoken ,  we 
will  do  and  Mofes  returned  the  Words 
of  the  People  unto  the  Lord.  I  mention 
this  Pafifage  at  large,  becaufc  it  is  a  very  par¬ 
ticular  Account  of  the  Form  in  which  Af¬ 
fairs  were  propofed  to  the  People,  and  re- 
folved  by  them  j  and  you  will  obferve,  that 
leszal  Forms  explain  the  true  Powers  and  Au¬ 
thority  of  any  Part  of  a  Conflitution,  much 
better  than  general  Arguments,  which  are 
commonly  founded  on  Conjectures  rather 
than  on  Facts. 

A  Propofal  of  any  thing  by  the  Senate  to 
the  People  of  Ro?ne ,  was  called  Rogation,  or 
Asking  5  becaufe  it  was  ufually  in  1'orne  fuch 
Form  of  Words,  as  this :  “  Is  it  *  your  W  ill, 
“  O  Romans,  and  do  you  rcfolve  it?  Or  if 
a  War  was  to  be  propofed  to  the  People, 
their  Confent  was  asked  in  this  Form  :  “  Is 
«  it  your  Pleafure,  O  Romans,  and  do  f  you 
“  refolve  that  War  fhall  be  proclaim’d?" 
Sometimes  the  Form  was  thus,  “  Concern- 
“  ing  thefe  things,  I '  ask  you,  O  Romans , 
<£  what  is  4:  your  Will,  and  what  you  refolve 
“  to  have  done?"  On  fuch  Propofal  from 
the  Senate  to  the  People,  the  Anfwer  is  fome- 
times  only  “We  will,  and  refolve  it."  Some¬ 
times 

*  Velitis,  jubeatis,  Quirites.  Brifonius  de  Fermulis,  c.  ii. 

^Velitis,  jubeatis,  Quirites,  bellum  indiei.  Id.  ib.  _  _ 

j  De  his  rebus,  quid  fieri  velitis,  jubeatis,  rogo  Quirites. 
Id.  ik. 
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times  more  particular,  “  Wc  will,  and  re- 
“  folve  what  the  Majority  of  the  Senate 
“  here  prefent  have  propofed*.”  Or  /imply, 

“  Be  it  as  you  ask.” 

How  near  to  this  Form  of  propofng  and 
refolving  in  the  Roman  Government,  is  the 
Propofal  of  Mofes  to  the  general  Court  or 
Congregation  of  all  Ifrael ?  Mofes  laid  be¬ 
fore  their  Faces  all  the  1  Fords  Mich  the 
Lord  commanded  him ;  that  is,  he  propofed 
to  them,  Whether  they  would  confent  to  this 
Covenant,  and  re  folve  it  fhould  be  a  funda¬ 
mental  Law  of  their  Nation  ?  How  near  is 
this  to  the  Form,  Is  it  your  Will ,  and  do  you 
re  folve  it,  O  Hebrews?  The  Anlwer  of  the 
Congregation  of  all  Ifrael  is  in  thefe  Words  : 
All  that  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  we  will  do. 
How  near  is  this  to  the  Form,  y  We  will , 
and  re  folve  it  ?  Or,  :j:  We  will ,  and  refolve 
all  that  "Jehovah  hath  propofed  to  us?  Who¬ 
ever  fhall  carefully  obferve  the  Forms  of  pro- 
pofing  and  refolving  in  the  popular  AfTem- 
blys  of  the  Hebrews ,  will  perceive,  I  think, 
ftill  more  Rcafon  to  underhand  the  Powers 
and  Authority  of  them  in  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment  to  be  much  the  fame,  as  the  Power 
and  Authority  of  the  Roman  People  was  in 
that  Government,  or  indeed  much  the  fame 

as 

*  Populum  cum  Rogationem  acciperet  refpondifie,  volu- 
mus,  jubemufque  .  .  .  Plebs  fic  jufiit,  quod  Senatus  maxi¬ 
ma  Pars  cenfeat,  qui  adiidetis,  id  volumus,  jubemufque,  or 
uti  rogas.  Id.  ib. 

+  Volumus,  jubemufque. 

f  Quod  Jehovah  cenfeat,  id  omne  volumus,  jubemufque. 
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as  the  Powers  and  Authority  of  the  People 
were  in  moll  Governments  of  the  Ancients : 
In  which  the  Confent  of  the  People  was  al¬ 
ways  to  be  asked  and  had,  by  the  Senate  or 
Council  in  Matters  of  greater  Moment,  and 
general  Concern. 

In  the  Athenian  Government  there  was 
an  Aflcmbly  of  the  People  called  Exx Xn<rt<xt 
or  a  general  Court  of  the  Athenian  Citizens, 
fummoned  according  to  Law,  which  was  to 
confirm  or  reject  what  was  propofed  to 
it  *. 

The  Lacedemonians  had  a  like  Aflcmbly 
of  the  People,  efpecially  that  which  was  cal¬ 
led  limply  or  the  Congregation,  in 

diftinefion  from  what  was  called  the  Idler 
Congregation,  or  Mix^a  Exy.hmixi  which  con¬ 
fided  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Sparta  only  s  whereas  the  general  Con¬ 
gregation  confided  of  all  the  Lacedemo- 
nians  in  all  the  Country  of  Laconia ; 
“  to  which  it  belonged  to  advife  concerning 
“  War  and  Peace  or  whatever  clfe  related 
u  to  the  publick  and  common  Intered.  I11 
“  particular,  they  were  to  give  their  Con- 
“  fent  to  the  Choice  of  Magidrates,  and 
“  confirm  them  in  their  Authority  by  their 
<c  Suffrage +  T 

Such 

*  Eft  autem  Concio  Populi  conventus  legitime  advocatus, 
rei  alicujus  publica:  caufa,  fuffi-agio  fuo,  aut  jubendae,  aut 
vetandae-  Sigotiius  de  Ref.  Athen.  c.  ii.  p.  69. 

-f-  Major  Concio  feu  exxAhj ix  fimpliciter  di<fta  omnium 
fuit,  Laceda:moniorum.  Qui  videlicet  ex  omnibus  Laconiae 
Oppidis  conveniebant,  hujus  erat  Concioms,  ut  cum  Sociis 

de 
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Such  alfo  were  the  Powers  of  the  Aflcin- 
bly  of  the  People  in  the  ancient  Government 
of  Carthage.  This  was  likely  after  the  Mo¬ 
del  of  Tyre ,  to  which  City  the  Hebrew 
Comlitution  could  not  be  unknown,  and  a 
Similitude  between  them  is  highly  probable. 
In  this  Government  “  the  People  declared 
“  what  they  thought  was  proper  to  be  done, 
“  concerning  the  things  which  were  laid 
“  before  them;  fuch  Declarations  were  re- 
“  ceived  as  the  determined  Refolution  of 
“  the  whole  City,  and  it  was  not  lawful 
u  afterwards  to  oppofe  it  or  to  contradict 
“  it*.” 

Thefe  popular  Alfemblies  in  the  foremen- 
tioned  Governments  of  Greece ,  Italy  and 
Africa ,  we  may  add  in  Afia  too,  as  the  Car¬ 
thaginian  Government  was  of  Tyrian  Ori¬ 
ginal,  may  ferve  to  explain  this  Part  of  the 
Hebrew  Conilitution,  which  appears  to  have 
fo  near  refemblance  to  them. 

There  is  one  thing  deferves  particular  Ob- 
fervation,  the  Manner  in  which  Matters 
were  propofed  to  the  Alfembly,  and  in  which 

the 

de  gr-aviflimis  quibufque  rebus  confultaret,  ut  ft  bellum  de- 
cernendum,  vel  pax  facienda,  vel  fi  quid  aliud  omnes  at* 
tingerent  .  .  .  Magiftratus  ufque  adeo  concionibus  fubjedli, 
ut  etiam  ipforum  regum  jus  a  populi  fuffragiis  dependeret, 
neque  item  reliqui  magiftratus  fere  aliter,  quam  a  populo 
confentiente,  creabantur.  Craig,  de  Repub.  Lace  dam.  1.  i. 
c.  vii.  p.  48. 

*  Populus  vero  id  quod  placebat,  de  re  eadem  ad  fe  relata 
decernebant.  Ejus  decretum,  feu  totius  civitatis  fcitum, 
fixum  habebatur,  ultraque  id  tendere,  five  obftftere,  aut  con- 
travenire,  fas  non  erat.  Ubbo  Emmius  Re/p.  Cartbag  p.  8. 
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the  Aficmbly  gave  its  A  (lent.  In  the  Govern¬ 
ments  of  Athens ,  Lacedaemon ,  Carthage, 
and  Rome ,  when  any  thing  was  to  be  pro- 
pofed  to  the  People,  it  was  to  be  propofed 
to  them  by  a  proper  Magiflrate  5  upon 
which  Propofal  the  Afiertibly  was  to  receive 
or  to  rejed  it.  It  was  even  provided  by  the 
*Laws  of  Lacedtemon ,  that  none  fhould  be 
allowed  to  debate  any  thing,  befides  what 
was  propofed  to  them  by  the  Kings  and 
the  Senate ;  or  in  the  Roman  Style,  the  Peo¬ 
ple  refolvcd  on  the  Propofal  of  a  Senatorian 
Magiflrate.  An  Inftitution  plainly  intended 
to  preferve  the  Wifdom  of  an  Adminiftra- 
tion  by  the  Councils  of  the  Prudent,  as 
well  as  the  Liberty  of  the  People  in  their 
Affcnt. 

We  have  feeii  the  Covenant  between  God 
and  the  Hebrew  Nation  thus  propofed  by 
Mofes  to  the  Congregation,  and  voted  by 
them  unanimouflv,  -f-Be  it  as  propofed. 
When  Jojhua  was  made  Succeffor  to 
Numbers  Mofes ,  Mofes  is  direded  to  fet  him  before 
xxxm.18 ■  Eleazar  thePrieft,  and  before  all  the  Con¬ 
gregation  ;  there  feems  to  have  been  a  Pro¬ 
pofal  of  his  Choice  to  the  People,  as  well  as 
the  Solemnity  of  Inauguration  into  his  Of¬ 
fice  5  agreeable  to  what  was  done  before, 
when  they  received  Jehovah  for  their  King  j 
agreeable  to  the  Manner  of  asking  and  tak¬ 
ing  the  Confent  of  the  People  in  other  Go¬ 
vernments  } 

*  Plutarch.  Lycurgus. 
f  Uti  rogas. 
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vernments  *  and  agreeable  to  the  Account 
the  Scriptures  give  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  promifed  Obedience  to  Joflua.  And 
joflua  the  Son  of  Nun  was  full  of  the  Spi-  Deuteron 
rit  of  Wifdom ,  for  Mofes  had  laid  hisxxxw'9' 
Hands  upon  him,  and  the  Children  of  If- 
rael  hearkened  unto  him ,  and  did  as  the 
Lord  commanded  Mofes.  Or  they  confcnt- 
ed  to  do  what  Mofes  propofed  to  them  in 
the  Name  of  Jehovah ,  to  receive  Jojhua  for 
his  Succeffor,  and  to  obey  him  as  Judge,  in 
his  Room. 

When  Saul  was  appointed  firft  King  at 
the  Defire  of  the  People,  it  is  thought  not 
improbable  by  fome  ingenious  Men,  that 
Saul  was  nominated  by  a  Ballot ,  and  not  by 
a  pure  Lot ;  but  however  that  was,  Saul’s 
Appointment  to  the  Kingdom  was  in  the 
Congregation  of  the  whole  ‘People .  And,sam.  x. 
when  Saul  appeared  before  the  People,  his 
Ele&ion  was  confirmed  by  unanimous  Con- 
fent,  and  all  the  People  flouted,  and  faid ,  24> 
God  fave  the  King.  And  afterwards,  when 
fome  were  difpleafed  with  Saul’s  Advance¬ 
ment,  and  defpifed  him,  Samuel  calls  the  27. 
Afiembly  again  to  renew  the  Kingdom. 

Then  faid  Samuel  unto  the  People ,  Come,x[  t  , 
and  let  us  go  to  Gilgal ,  and  renew  the 
Kingdom  there.  We  have  accordingly  this 
Account  of  what  the  People  aflcmbled  at 
Gilgal  did,  And  all  the  People  went  to 
Gilgal ,  and  there  they  made  Saul  King  be -  'h 
fore  the  Lord  in  Gilgal. 
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However  fhort  thefe  Accounts  are,  yet  if 
we  take  along  with  us  the  Conformity  of 
this  Congregation  of  Ifrael  to  the  AfTem- 
blies  of  the  People  in  other  Governments, 
and  the  Manner  in  which  this  AfTembly 
is  deferibed  in  other  Places ;  we  may,  I 
think,  very  juftly  fuppofe,  that  if  this  Con¬ 
gregation  did  not  chufe  Saul  by  Vote  and 
Ballot,  they  at  lead  confented  to  his  Nomi¬ 
nation,  and  confirm'd  his  Authority  when 
propos’d  by  Samuel ,  as  that  Propofal  was 
made  on  their  own  Petition ;  cfpecially  when 
the  Congregation  was  fummoned  to  renew 
the  Kingdom,  and  when  according  to  the 
Reafon  of  their  Meeting  exprefs’d  in  their 
Summons,  They  made  Saul  King  before 
the  Lord. 

In  like  manner,  though  Solomon  was  firft 
a  .  proclaimed  King  by  David’s  Order,  when 
1  r£  !  Adonijah  exalted  himfelf,  faying,  I  will  be 
King  5  yet  he  afterwards  propofes  Solomon 
to  the  People^  and  confirms  him  in  the 
i  chron.  Throne  by  their  AJfent ;  for  they  made  So- 
ff  22’  lomon  the  Son  of  David  King  the  fecond 
time ,  and  anointed  him  unto  the  Lord  to 
be  chief  Governor ,  and  Zadock  to  be  Priejl : 
Thus  Solomon  fat  on  the  Throne  of  the 
Lord  as  King ,  in  the  ft  end  of  David  his 
Father ,  and  profperd \  and  all  Ifrael  o - 
beyed  him. 

But  the  Authority  and  Rights  of  this 
Branch  of  the  Hebrew  Government,  as  one 
of  the  States  of  Ifrael \  may  yet  further  ap¬ 
pear. 
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pear,  if  we  obferve  how  far  they  were  con¬ 
cern'd  in  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Leagues  of 
Friendjhip. 

When  the  Inhabitants  of  Gibeon  came  to 
jojhua ,  jojhua  at  the  fir  ft  made  Peace  withj0nx.,s 
them,  and  a  League  to  fave  their  Lives ;  this 
Treaty  wasconfirmed  by  the  Oath  of  the  Prin¬ 
ces,  and  the  Princes  of  the  Congregation fjuare 
unto  them but  when  it  was  found  loon  af¬ 
ter,  that  the  Gibeonites  had  impofed  on 
jojhua  and  the  Princes,  the  Congregation 
grew  uncafy,  and  murmur’d  againft  the 
Princes,  and  fo  it  was  brought  before  the 
Congregation  j  and  the  Princes  propofed  to 
the  People  a  Confirmation  of  their  League, 
becaufe  they  had  fworn  unto  it.  And  the 
Princes  laid  unto  them.  Let  them  live ,  as 
the  Princes  had  promifed  them.  It  Ihould 
lccm  plain  from  hence,  that  a  Convention, 
tho’  made  by  Judge  and  Senate,  was  to  be 
ratified  by  the  Con  lent  of  the  People  or 
Commons  of  Ifrael ,  according  to  the  He¬ 
brew  Conftitution,  to  give  it  full  Authority. 

This  Congregation  of  Ifrael  had  alfo,  as 
the  popular  Aflembiies  of  other  Governments 
had,  fome  [urifdidlion  in  criminal  Caufes. 

When  Saul  in  a  Battle  with  the  Philiflines  x  Sam.xiv. 
had  adjured  Ifrael ,  not  to  eat  any  Food  till  H'43'45- 
the  Evening,  his  own  Son  Jonathan  tranjfi 
grefs’d  his  Order  ;  and  upon  his  Confelfion, 

Saul  his  Father,  then  King  and  General,  de¬ 
termines  to  put  him  to  death.  And  Saul 
anfwered  GW,  Do  fo  to  me}  and  more  alfo  j 

L  for 
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for  thou  (halt  furely  die ,  Jonathan .  This  1 
Sentence  pafled  by  Saif  might  appear  to  be 
without  Appeal,  and  that  there  was  no  Au¬ 
thority  to  reverie  it ;  however  the  People 
laid  unto  Saif  Shall  Jonathan  diejtvho  hath 
wrought  this  great  Salvation  for  Ifrael  ? 
God  forbid !  as  the  Lord  liveth ,  there  fhall 
not  one  Hair  of  his  Head  fall  to  the  ground'-,  I 
for  he  hath  wrought  with  God  this  Hay :  fo 
the  'People  refeuedjonathan  that  he  died  not. 

Bifhop  Patrick  juftly  obferves,  “That  the 
“  People  did  not  refeue  Jonathan  by  Vio- 
u  lence  or  Force.”  It  was  not  a  mutinous 
Ad  of  an  Army:  Yet  the  Exprcffions  of  the 
Hiflory  will  no  ways  fuit  with  his  further 
Suppofition,  “  That  they  delivered  him  by 
“  Petition  to  Saul  P  or,  as  Grot  ins*,  “not 
“  by  Authority,  but  Intreaty.  “  As  the 
Lord  liveth ,  there  fall  not  one  Hair  of 
his  Head  fall  to  the  ground ,  has  very  little 
of  the  Style  of  an  humble  Petition  ;  it  feems 
a  very  full  Refolution,  and  which  it  appears 
they  underftood  to  be  their  Right.  And 
why  may  it  not  be  fo  underltood,  when  the 
Authority  of  condemning  or  ablblving  Cri¬ 
minals  is  known  to  belong  to  the  Aflcmbly 
of  the  People,  in  the  moft  celebrated  Govern¬ 
ments  of  Greece  and  Rome  ?  Jofephus  men¬ 
tions  indeed,  “  They  offered  Prayers  to  God, 
“  that  he  would  forgive  Jonathans  Sin ; " 
but  he  makes  no  mention  of  any  Petition 
they  made  to  his  Father  Saul ;  but  that 

“  they 

*  Nor  Imperio,  fed  deprecando  Grot.  o?i  the  Place. 
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cc  they  refcucd  him  from  his  Father’s  Angef 
<c  and  ralh  Curfe*;”  which  Words  can  hard¬ 
ly,  I  think,  be  underltood  of  a  Petition,  but 
muft  mean  either  Force  or  Authority.  And 
the  Words  in  the  Original  feem  to  mean 
neither  Force,  nor  Petition,  but  an  Ad  of 
their  own  Authority ,  whereby  Jonathan 
was  redeemed  from  the  Sentence  of  Death  ; 
or  whereby  he  was  pardoned,  and  the  Sen¬ 
tence  of  Death  palled  upon  him  was  rc- 
verfed,  in  the  general  Court  of  Ifraelf. 

This  Interpretation  is  greatly  favoured,  as 
Judgment  in  criminal  Cafes  is  given  to  the 
Congregation  by  an  dxprefs  Law  on  fom'c 
occafions. 

The  Congregation  is  appointed  to  judge 
between  the  Slayer  and  the  Avenger  of  Blood, 

And  the  Congregation  [hall  judge  between 
the  Slayer  and  the  Revenger  of  Blood  ■  XXXV.  2^'s 
and  the  Congregation  jh dll  deliver  the  Slay -  2>‘ 
er  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Revenger  of 
Blood \  and  the  Congregation  fall  ^refers 
him  to  the  City  of  Refuge.  Now,  what¬ 
ever  Congregation  is  here  meant,  whether 
provincial  or  national,  there  is  all  reafon 
to  underhand,  that  all  Powers  which  belong¬ 
ed  to  a  lower  Aflembly,  did  belong  to  the 

L  2  higher 

E^apTra^Wt  T7 !?  t»  n*TP^  apse;,  Juvenem  irato 
patri  eripiunt.  Jofephus  Ant.  /.  vi.  c.  7. 

4  Liberavit  ergo  Populus  Jonathan  ut  non  moriretur  V  L. 

IIS'  redemerunt,  feems  to  mean  neither  Violence  nor  Pe¬ 
tition,  but  an  Adi  of  their  own,  whereby  he  was  pardoned 
and  the  Sentence  revers’d  ;  fo  that  the  Congregation  re-' 

deem'd  him. 
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higher  Aflembly  or  Congregation  of  all  If- 
rael  in  national  Affairs. 

This  Congregation  had  alfo  Authority  in 
civil  Caufes  and  Matters  of  private ‘Pro¬ 
perty.  In  the  cafe  of  the  Daughters  of  Ze- 
lophehad,  or  of  Female  Succcllion,  on  failure 
Numbers  of  Heirs  Male  ;  it  was  laid  before  Mofes ,  the 
xxvii  i,2,  Priell,  the  Princes  and  all  the  Congregation. 
They  laid  it  before  the  Parliament  of  If 
rael  by  Petition,  reprefenting  that  their  Fa¬ 
ther  died  without  Sons;  praying  that  they 
might  have  a  Poffelfion  among  the  Brethren 
of  their  Father,  that  the  Name  of  their  Fa¬ 
ther  might  not  be  done  away  from  among 
his  Family,  becaufe  he  had  no  Son.  This 
Petition  was  receiv’d,  and  referred  to  the 
Decision  of  the  Oracle.  And  Mofes  brought 
their  Cafe  before  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord 
5,  9-  fpake  unto  Mofes  faying,  The  ’Daughters  of 

Zelophehad  fpeak  right  and  thereupon  a 
Law  was  enacted  to  fettle  Female  Succef- 
iiofis. 

After  this  Law  was  made,  the  Tribe  of  Ma- 
najfeh ,  to  which  thefe  Daughters  of  Zelo¬ 
phehad  belonged,  brought  another  Queftion 
Numbers  to  be  determined.  Whether  Hcireffcs  might 
xxxvi.  nlarry  into  other  Tribes,  and  fo  transfer  their 
Inheritance  from  one  Tribe  to  another:  This 
Petition  was  alfo  received  and  anfvvercd,  ac- 
•  cording  to  the  Word  of  theLord ;  that  they 
fhould  marry  only  within  their  own  Tribe, 
that  the  Children  of  Ifrael  may  enjoy  every 
one  the  Inheritance  of  his  Father. 


Thes 
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The  Congregation  before  which  .  thefe 
Cafes  were  brought  by  Petition,  was  an  Af- 
fembly  of  the  States-General  of  Ifrael ,  the 
Judge,  Senate  and  People  5  and  feems  plainly 
to  fhew,  fuch  Quefiions  were  properly  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Conftituti on  brought  before  them. 
It  was  judg'd  fit  to  confult  the  Oracle  for 
an  Anfwer,  very  likely,  becaufe  it  was  con¬ 
venient  to  have  this  Cafe  fettled  by  a  new 
Law;  now  new  Laws  were  not  to  be  made 
but  by  Jehovah  the  only  Lawgiver,  as  was 
obferved  before.  Therefore  Mofes  confulted 
at  the  Schechinah ,  as  the  Hebrew  Writers 
call  the  Glory  of  God's  Appearance,  and 
whence  the  Oracle  gave  the  Command  of 
Jehovah.  It  may  be  fit  to  obferve  here,  it 
was  the  peculiar  Privilege  of  Mofes  to  con¬ 
fult  the  Oracle  himfelf,  and  he  had  no  need  of 
the  High-pricft  to  confult  with  the  Urim  for 
hjm  :  for  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes  Face 
to  Face,  as  a  Man  fpeakethunto  his  Friend* . 
So  that  during  the  Adminiftration  of  Mofes , 
none  confulted  the  Oracle  or  received  the 
Word  of  Jehovah  from  the  Schechinah  but 
Mofes  himfelf. 

-  Thefe  things  being  confidered,  the  Nature; 
and  Method  of  proceeding  in  this  Aflembly 
iha^  appear  to  have  been  much  after  this 
manner.  Here  was  a  Cafe  brought  before 

L  3  the 

*  De  Facie,  ad  Faciem,  h.  e.  in  propria  Perfona,  coram 
abfque  medio  .  .  Unde  vides  quod  Auditio  Vocis  fine  inter- 
aiedio,  &  interventu  Angeli  cognominetur  phrafi.  ilia,  de 
Facie  ad  Faciem.  Maimott.  Mar,  Neva:.  P.  i.  c  37.  p.  53. 
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the  Congregation  by  Petition.  It  was  thercr 
fore  ufed  to  receive  fuch  Petitions,  and  con- 
fider  fuch  Cafes,  as  were  fo  brought  before  it. 
This  appearing  to  be  a  Calc,  that  required  a 
new  Law,  it  was  referred  to  the  Oracle , 
which  in  times  after  the  Adniiniftration  of 
Mofes ,  by  the  Conftitution  was  only  to  be 
confulted  by  the  High-prieft  with  the  Urim. 
In  which,  by  the  way,  we  have  the  whole 
Union  of  the  Tribes  in  their  Statcs-General 
pretty  plainly  exprefs’d.  Here  was  Mofes  as 
Judge  or  Stadtholder,  here  was  the  High- 
priefi  the  appointed  Miniftcr  to  confult  the 
Oracle,  which  was  placed  only  during  the 
Adniiniftration  of  Mofes  by  particular  Pri¬ 
vilege  in  him  ;  here  were  the  Princes  and  all 
the  Congregation ,  which  fhews  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Commons  of  Ifraef  in  a  plain 
Inftance  of  Matters  judiciary,  brought  before 
the  Statcs-General  of  the  united  Tribes:  for 
this  Cafe  was  referred  to  them  as  well  as  to 
the  Princes  and  to  Mofs  himfclf  the  fudge. 
So  that  the  Commons  of  Ifraef  as  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  Princes  and  the  fudge,  will 
make  one  of  the  States  then  aflcmblcd  in 
full  Parliament. 

Yet  it  is  to  be  owned,  fome  learned  Men 
fpcak  differently  concerning  the  Perfons 
meant  here  by  all  the  Congregation.  “  By 
u  Princes  are  meant  (fays  Bifhop  ‘Patrick  *) 
Fx  xviii.  “  either  the  Heads  of  the  Tribes  or  the 
25-  u  higheft  of  the  Judges  appointed,  called 

“  the 


*  I’airick  oc  die  Place. 
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u  the  Heads  of  the  People ;  and  by  all  the 
<£  Congregation  is  meant  the  feventy  Elders 
“  mentioned  in  this  Book  ;  for  they  are 
<c  called  the  whole  Congregation ,  and  fome-Exxi.24. 
<£  times  only  the  Congregation ,  as  R.  So- 
££  lomon  oblerves*.”  He  farther  adds,  “  Now 
“  at  the  Head  of  all  thefe  fat  Mofes ,  and 
££  next  to  him  Eleazar  the  Prieft.” 

Bertram  has  very  juftly  diftinguifhed  be¬ 
tween  theAflembly  of  the  feventy  Elders, 
and  the  ‘Princes  Heads  of  Thoufands,  Hun¬ 
dreds,  &c.  a  Diftindlion  which  may  appear 
more  clearly  as  we  go  on.  But  the  fame 
learned  Author  as  juftly  oblcrvcs  concerning 
£C  the  general  Alfembly  of  the  free  Ifraelites , 

££  that  is,  of  all  that  entred  into  the  Congrc- 
££  gationof  the  Lord,  or  of  all  whp  enjoyed 
££  the  Rights  of  Hebrews ,  fo  that  they  were 
££  accounted  God’s  People  :  That  when  they 
£C  were  met  in  Alfembly,  they  were  called  the 
c  Affembly ,  and  the  whole  Affembly  of  the 
££  Congregation  of  Ifrael  fometimes  more 
££  limply  the  Congregation ,  and  fometimes 
££  all  the  Congregation-^!' 

The  Authority  of  the  Talmndifts  in  thefe 
cafes,  is  very  low  with  learned  Men,  as  may 

L  4,  appear 

*  See  Bertram  ce  Repub.  Jud.  p.  72. 

*}■  Univerfalis  autem  Civium  Coecus,  id  eft  illi  omnes  qui 
ingrediebantur  Hlf!'  i  e.  Agmen  Jehovre,  hoc  eft  om¬ 

nes  illi,  qui  ita  jure  Populi  ifraelitici  donati  iuerant,  ut  in 
Populo  Dei  cenferi  pofl'ent,  fimul  apgregati  vocabantur 
\n?  i-e.  Agmen,  aut  etiam  Hly  *73  i  e-  univerfus 

Cuetus  Ifraelis,  aliquando  etiam  fim'pliciter  i.  e.  Ccetus 

aliquando  &  rYiy?3  ».  univerfus  Coetus. 
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appear  byBifhop  TW/vV^sownRcprefcntation 
of  this  Cafe  :  “  ThisQucftion  was  carried  thro’ 
“  all  the  Courts,  (according  to  them)  it  bc- 
“  gan  with  the  Rulers  of  Ten,  who  knowing 
“  not  what  to  lay  to  them,  they  went  to 
“  thofc  of  Fifty,  from  thence  to  the  Cen- 
u  t  nr  ions ,  at  lafi;  to  the  Chiliarchs ;  none 
“  of  which  durft  adventure  to  givejudgment, 
“  but  refer’d  the  Caufe  by  rcafon  of  its 
“  Difficulty  to  Mofes ,  who  brought  it  to  the 
“  Schechinah ,  as  they  fpcak,  that  is,  to  the 
<c  divine  Majcfty.  Now  Rabbi  Solomons  Ob- 
“  fervation,  that  all  the  Congregation,  meant 
“  the  feventy  Elders,  deferves  no  more  Cre- 
“  dit  than  the  Obfervation  of  his  Brethren 
“  who  have  made  this  Caufe  run  fuch  a  courfe 
<c  of  Law  thro’  fo  many  Courts,  without 
“  any  Foundation.” 

If  wc  were  even  to  fuppofe  the  Truth  of 
Rabbi  Solomons  Obfervation,  and  that  the 
feventy  Elders  are  fometimes  called  the  whole 
Congregation,  which  is  at  the  leaft  very 
doubtful  j  it  is  on  the  other  hand  without 
any  doubt,  certain,  that  all  the  Congregation 
of  Ifrael,  and  the  Congregation  of  all  Ipael , 
is  the  proper  Title  of  the  general  Aflembly 
of  all  free Hehrevss,  who  had  a  right  to  enter 
into  the  Congregation  of  'Jehovah. 

It  is  probable,  as  we  fiiall  fee  prefently,  that 
the  Princes  might  mean  a  Council  or  Court 
of  the  Princes  of  Tribes,  together  with  the 
feventy  Elders,  as  the  Peers  of  France  make 
the  Court  of  the  Parliament  of  'Pans,  together 

with 
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with  the  Prefidents  and  Counfellors  ;  but  it 
Teems  a  very  ftrange  Defcription  of  the  Sanhe¬ 
drim ,  efpecially  as  the  Talmudijls  fuppofe  it  a 
fupreme  Court  of  juftice,  to  call  it  all  the 
Congregation ,  efpecially  in  dired  Oppofition 
to  the  Princes  and  the  Judge.  It  appears 
the  moll  natural  Meaning,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  only  Meaning  agreeable  to  the  real 
Conftitution  of  the  Hebrew  Government, 
to  underhand  by  the  Princes ,  Pcrfons  with 
Senatorian  ^Dignity ,  whether  the  chief 
Officers  of  the  Tribes  or  the  great  Court  of 
Juftice  of  the  feventy  $  or,  which  appears 
moll  probable,  a  Senate  confiding  of  both 
together  :  Which  with  the  |udge  propofing 
to  the  Congregation  of  all  Ifrael ,  and  asking 
the  Confent  of  the  whole  Hebrew  People, 
was  the  fulleft  and  higheft  Authority  of  the 
Hebrew  Nation. 

This  may  fhew,  notwithftanding  Bifhop 
‘Patrick’s  Obfervation,  (who,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  builds  it  folely  on  the  Credit  of 
Rabbi  Solomon  and  the  Talmudifls ,  which  is 
very  little  with  learned  Men,  efpecially  in 
their  Accounts  of  the  Sanhedrim ,)  that  all 
the  Congregation  does  not  here  mean  the 
Sanhedrim ,  or  feventy  Elders,  but  a  proper 
popular  Aflembly  of  the  Hebrews ,  or  a  Con¬ 
gregation  of  the  Commons  of  all  Ifrael , 
of  whom  on  lome  occafions  the  inferior 
Officers  might  be  a  Reprefentative.  This 
Aflembly,  fummoned  legally,  with  the  great 
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Officers,  and  feventy  Elders,  as  the  Senate, 
made  a  full  Parliament  of  Ifrael. 

And  this  feems  to  have  been  the  proper 
Share  of  the  People  or  Commons  of  Ifrael , 
in  the  original  Conftitution,  as  one  of  the 
States  of  the  Hebrew  Nation. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Of  the  Senate  of  Ifrael. 

WE  have  feen,  that  according  to  the  He¬ 
brew  Polity,  there  were  Elders  in  every 
City,  as  well  as  an  Aifembly  of  the  People  > 
and  that  every  Tribe  had  Princes  and  Heads, 
which  made  a  provincial  Council  of  State, 
as  well  as  War.  Such  an  Inffitution,  for 
preparing  Matters,  by  Counfel  and  Advice  of 
knowing  Men,  for  a  general  Confent,  which 
was  to  give  Authority  to  publick  Refolutions 
and  Orders,  was  very  neceflary  to  the  Wif- 
dom  of  Government.  To  prevent  Rafhnefs 
and  precipitate  Judgments,  to  which  popular 
Aflemblies  are  very  fubjett,  the  freeft  and 
mod  popular  Governments  have  always  there¬ 
fore  had  Senates  of  fome  Form  or  other,  to 
prepare  and  ripen  Matters,  and  to  propofe 
them  in  fome  Degree  of  Maturity  to  the  Peo¬ 
ple  for  their  Confent. 

There  is  fo  much  mention  in  the  Hebrew 
Hiftory  of  the  Princes  and  Elders  of  the 
People,  that  there  can  be  no  queftion  whe- 
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rher  the  Hebrew  Nation  had  a  Senate  of 
lome  Form,  or  other  ?  But  what  that  Senate 
was,  either  as  to  the  ‘Per fins  of  whom  it 
confiftcd,  or  as  to  the  Powers  with  which 
they  were  veiled  by  the  Conftitution,  is  not 
fo  clear,  nor  quite  fo  eafy  to  be  deter¬ 
mined. 

v  . 

The  Rabbinical  W riters  have  greatly  dark- 
ned,  and  even  confounded  this  Quedion ; 
they  have  given  us  their  own  chimerical  I- 
maginations,  indead  of  real  hidorical  Fads. 
For  tho’  they  could  have  no  other  good 
Foundation  to  build  upon  but  the  Scripture 
Hidory,  yet  they  have  given  fuch  an  Account 
of  their  Sanhedrim  as  the  Senate  and  fu- 
preme  Court  of  the  Hebrew  Nation,  as  is  no 
where  to  be  found  in  the  Scripture  Hidory, 
and  is  in  many  things  abfolutely  inconfident 
with  it.  We  may  then  conclude  concerning 
them  and  the  Authority  of  their  Accounts, 
in  the  Words  of  a  very  learned  and  diligent 
Author  :  “  That  the  Antiquity  of  the  Rabbi¬ 
nical  Sanhedrim  is  abfolutely  fabulous; 
that  the  Prerogatives  they  aferibe  to  it,  and 
mod  of  the  Orders  they  mention  for  the 
“  Execution  of  Judice  in  it,  are  very  ill  fup- 
“  ported,  and  very  uncertain  .  .  .  That  the 
“  true  Sanhedrim  or  Senate  of  the  Nation, 
(our  Author  is  fpeaking  of  the  modern  Rab¬ 
binical  Form)  “  having  begun  under  the 
u  Macchabees ,  grew  greater  under  the  Kings 
“  of  the  Hafmonrean  Family;  and  from  a 
‘!  weak  and  tottering  Condition,  in  which 
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u  it  was  at  firfl:,  it  rofc  up  to  fuch  Degrees 
“  of  Authority  and  Power,  that  it  became 
“  formidable  to  Kings  themfelves 

u  But  fmcc  it  has  pleafed  the  Rabbins ,  (to 
ufe  the  Words  of  the  fame  Author)  “  to  give 
£c  us  a  chimerical  Dcfcription  of  their  an- 
“  cient  Government,  and  many  learned  In- 
<c  terpreters  have  differed  themfelves  to  be 
“  mil-led  by  their  Difcourfes,  we  are  obliged 
“  to  undeceive  thofe,  whom  their  Name 
cc  and  their  Authority  might  impofe  upon-f 
"Whoever  has  a  mind  to  fee  more  at  large 
the  Weaknefs  of  the  Rabbinical  Account, 
and  its  Incon  fide  nee  with  the  true  Hebrew 
Hiftory,  may  find  enough  to  fatisfy  them  in 
the  forementioned  learned  Author. 

To  leave  then  the  Rabbinical  Sanhedrim 
to  their  Admirers,  let  us  confider  what  the 
true  Hebrew  Hijlory  acquaints  us,  concern¬ 
ing  their  national  Council  or  Senate ;  which, 
together  with  the  Oracle,  the  Judge  and  the 

Congre- 

*  On  pent  conclure  cie  tout  ce,qui  a  etc  cit  jufqe’ici,  que 
PAntiquite  du  Sanhedrin  Rabbinique  eft  abiclument  fabu- 
leux,  que  les  Prerogatives  qu’ils  lui  attribuent,  et  la  plupart 
ties  Regies  qu’ils  lui  font  fuivre  dans  l’Exercife  de  la  Jultice, 
font  tres  mal  fondees  et  tres  incertains  .  .  .  Que  le  vray  San¬ 
hedrin,  ou  Senat  de  la  Nation,  ayant  commence  fous  les 
Macchabees,  alia  en  augmentant  fous  les  Rois  Afmoneens, 
et  de  foible,  et  chancellant  qu’il  etoit  d’abord,  s'eleva  a  un 
degre  d'autorite,  et  de  pouvoir,  que  devint  redoutable,  meme 
aux  Rois.  Calmet.  Differ  t.  fur  la  Police  dcs  Heureux,  \  ol.I. 

p.  204.  . 

f  Mais  puifqu’il,  a  plu,aux  Rabbins,  de  nous  donner  une  Del- 
cription  cnimerique  de  leur  ancien  gouvernement,  et  que  piu- 
iieurs  f^avans  interpretes,  fe  font  laifler  furprendre  a  leurs 
Diicours,  on  eft  oblige  de  detromper  ici  ceux  a  qui  leur 
r.otn,  et  leur  Autorite  auroient  pu  faire  illufton.  Id.  ib. 


of  the  Hebre  v,'  s. 

Congregation  of  all  Ifrael ,  made  the  States- 
General  of  the  united  Tribes  of  Ifrael. 

For  the  better  undemanding  of  what  fo 
fhort  an  Hiftory  affords  us,  it  may  be  pro¬ 
per  to  look  back  to  the  State  of  the  He¬ 
brews  while  yet  in  Egypt ,  before  their  Go¬ 
vernment  was  eftablifh’d  by  the  Mofaical 
Laws  in  the  Wildernefs.  For  it  is  a  very 
probable  Obfervation  of  the  learned  Ber- 
tram *,  “  That  the  Number  of  feventyEl- 
“  ders  appointed  by  the  Law  of  God,  was 
“  not  fo  much  a  new  Inftitution,  as  the  Con- 
“  tinuation  of  a  former  Ufage,-  as  God  ra- 
“  ther  confirm’d  than  new  inftituted  many 
“  things  at  Mount  Sinai ,  which  were  ancient 
“  Cuftoms  of  the  Fathers.” 

“  It  is  evident,  fays  the  very  learned  Bifhop 
<c  Sherlock- J-,  that  every  Tribe  had  its  own 
“  own  Princes  and  Judges,  and  that  every 
“  Prince  or  Head  of  a  Tribe  judged  his  own 
People  5  confequently  every  Tribe  had  a 
“  Scepter  and  Lawgiver,  as  well  as  Judah. 
“  That  this  Power  in  the  Tribes  took  place 
“  immediately  upon  the  Death  of  Jacoby 
“  may  be  colleded  from  hence,  that  from 
“  this  time  all  Applications  and  Meflages 
“  are  not  to  the  People,  but  to  the  Elders 
“  of  Ifrael.” 

When 

Quafi  feptuagenarius  Seniorura  Numerus,  quem  Deus  in 
Lege  fancivit,  non  tam  ab  eo  turn  inftitutus,  quam  continua- 
tus  fuerit ;  licut  &  alia  quamplurima  apud  Patres  ufitata, 
Deus  ad  Montem  Sinain,  potius  confirmavit,  quam  innovavit. 
Bertram  de  Rep.  Heb.  p.  51. 

f  Bp.  Sherlock  Differt.  III.  304. 
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When  Mofes  was  nrft  Tent  to  the  Children 
of  Ifrael ,  to  deliver  a  Meffage  from  Jeho- 
Hx.iii.  1 6.  vah,  and  to  acquaint  them  that  he  had  vi- 
Jited  them ,  and  feen  that  which  was  done 
unto  them  in  Egypt  ;  he  is  commanded  to 
go  aud  gather  the  Elders  of  Ifrael  togethry 
and  fay  unto  them.  We  find  this  Direction 
iv.29  exactly  follow’d  by  Mofes ;  And  Mofes  and 
Aaron  went  and  gather’d  together  all  the 
Elders  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael.  W e  have 
in  the  fame  Period  of  the  Hebrew  Hiftory, 
vi.14,^.  while  they  were  yet  n\  Egypt,  an  Account 
of  the  Heads  of  the  feveral  Families,  Oi 
Heads  of  their  Fathers  Houfes. 

The  Dignity  then  of  Princes  of  Tribes  and 
Heads  of  Families  in  the  feveral  Tribes,  may 
well  be  taken  for  an  ancient  and  well-known 
Cuftom,  and  which  likely  began  upon  the 
Death  of  Jacob ,  the  common  Father  of  all 
k  the  Tribes.  Then  each  Tribe  began  to  have 
Princes  and  Judges,-  a  Scepter  and  a  Lawgi- 
K  ver  of  its  own  j  and  they  were  conftdercd 
and  addreffed  unto,  as  Perfons  of  chief  Dig¬ 
nity  and  principal  Authority  in  their  refpec- 
tive  Tribes  i  that  thefe  Perfons  had  an  Au¬ 
thority  and  Jurisdiction,  may  appear  from 
what  one  of  the  Hebrews  Paid  to  Mofes , 
xi  14.  Who  made  thee  a  ‘Prince  and  a  Judge  0- 
ver  us?  A  Prince,  it  fhould  fcem,and  a  Judge 
in  the  common  Acceptation  of  the  Hebrews 
was  much  the  fame.  It  appears  alfo  probable, 
that  there  wras  fome  fort  of  Union  between 
the  Princes  of  the  feveral  T ribes,  in  whofe 

Coilnfels 
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Counfels  and  Dire&ions  the  feveral  Tribes 
were  in  fome  fort  united  into  one  Body  : 

For  the  Propofal  of  Mofes  was  to  be  madeEx.xii.21. 
to  them  as  Elders  of  Ifrael,  not  as  Princes 
of  one  particular  Tribe.  Mofes  called  for 
all  the  Elders  of  Ifrael,  or  he  fummoned 
the  Princes  and  Heads  of  Families  of  the 
whole  Hebrew  Nation.  This  Direction  con¬ 
cerning  the  Palfover,  was  by  them  commu¬ 
nicated  to  all  Ifrael '  was  receiv'd  and  obey'd 
univerfally  by  all  the  Nation,  and  the  Chil -  2$. 

dren  of  Ifrael  went  away  j  and  as  the  Lord 
lad  commanded  Mofes  and  Aaron ,  fo  did 
they. 

It  is  moreover  particularly  obferv’d,  that 
when  God  brought  the  Children  of  Ifrael 
out  of  Egypt ,  it  was  in  Hods,  and  by  their 
Armies;  The  f elf  fame  Hay  it  came  to  41* 
pafs,  that  all  the  Hofts  of  the  Lord  went 
out  from  the  Land  of  Egypt  And  it  5t. 
came  to  pafs  the  felffame  Hay ,  that  the 
Lord  did  bring  the  Children  of  Ifrael 
out  of  Egypt  by  their  Armies.  This 
makes  it  evident,  that  when  the  Children 
of  Ifrael  went  out  of  Egypt ,  it  was  not  as 
a  tumultuous  Mob  in  Confufion  and  Difor- 
der,  but  as  Hofts  and  an  Army ,  under  pro¬ 
per  Commanders,  and  each  with  its  own 
Standard. 

This  feeming  flight  Obfervation  may  yet 
be  of  great  ufe  to  ihew,  that  in  fo  fhort  a 
time,  on  fo  fudden  a  March,  with  fo  great 
a  Number  of  People,  they  could  not  have 
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gone  out  in  order  as  Hofts  and  an  Army,  if 
there  had  not  been  fomc  known  Officers,  and 
Form  of  Difcipline  before :  How  could  they 
clfc  have  known  under  what  Standard  they 
were  to  march,  or  what  particular  Officers 
were  to  command  them  ?  It  fhould  feem 
then,  while  they  were  yet  in  Egypt ,  the 
Princes  of  Tribes  were  acknowledg'd  a  fort 
of  general  Officers  of  the  Tribes,  and  the 
Heads  of  Families,  fubordinate  Officers  in 
their  refpcctivc  Families  as  Parts  of  the  Hoft. 

.  So  that  the  Tribe  of  'Judah,  for  inftance,  as 
the  Hoit  of  Judah ,  was  under  the  Command 
of  Nap  on  Prince  of  Judah. 

When  we  fee  the  Ulc  of  thefe  Princes  and 
Llders  of  the  Tribe  of  IJrael,  both  for  Coun- 
lel  and  Command,  while  they  were  yet  in 
Egypt ,  and  immediately  after  they  went  out 
of  Egypt,  we  need  not  wonder  to  find  very, 
near  the  lame  Order,  Dignity  and  Authority 
continued  in  them.  Here  the  Wiidom  of 
God  ice  ms  to  have  confirm’d  ancient  Cuf- 
toms,  rather  than  to  have  made  new  Con- 
ffitutions. 

We  are  not  to  expect  thefe  Princes  and 
FIdcrs  fhould  have  publick  Courts  and  Ju- 
rifdiftion  in  the  Bondage  of  Egypt,  yet  they 
feem  to  have  had  fomc  fort  of  political  Go¬ 
vernment  among  thcm.felves,  even  there. 

But  the  Jethronian  Prefectures,  as  they 
are  ufually  called,  and  the  Court  of  feventy 
Elders,  which  the  Rabbins  will  have  the  Ori¬ 
ginal  of  their  Sanhedrim,  were  very  confi- 

derable 
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f.  derable  new  Conflitutions,  and  are  neceffary 
ro  be  underflood  in  fome  meafure,  in  order 
to  know  the  true  Nature  of  the  Senate  of 
the  Hebrew  Nation.  ^ 

'  _  }Vhen  Jethro  came  tPeifit  Mofes  in  tii e>/W- 

vy  lldcrnefs,  where  he  encamped 1  at  the an  Prefee~ 
Mount  of  Gods  he  obferved  that  Mofes  fatSTxvi ii. 
to  judge  the  People,  from  the  Morning  unto  5- 
the  Evening,  as  in  ancient  times  it  was  cuf- 
tomary  for  chief  Magiflrates  to  hear  Caufes 
and  adminifler  Juflice  in  Perfon.  It  is  pro- 
*  r^e  Judgment  of  fo  great  a  Perfon  &s 

Mofes,  might  be  better  efleemed  and  more 
quietly  fubmitted  unto,  than  the  Judgment 
of  Perfons  of  lower  Reputation  and  Autho¬ 
rity.  So  Jofephus *  underflood  it:  They 
((  not  expeding  fuch  Right  from  other  Judg- 
“  es>  ar}d-  when  they  loft  their  Caufe  be- 
ic  for5  iLlc^  a  Judge,  they  bore  it  with  an 
eafy  Mind.  Miofes  alto  might  be  defirous 
to  give  the  People  all  the  Satisfa&ion  he 
could ;  but  as  Jethro  obferved,  this  things 
is  too  heavy  for  thee,  thou  art  notable  to 
perform  it  thyfelf  alone.  He  advifes  there¬ 
fore,-  that  Mofes  would  keep  himfelf  to 
greater  Matters  5  and  as  for  the  common 
Caufes,  that  were  daily  pleaded,  he  fhould  ap- 
j  point  fome  Judges ,  who  in  his  Head  fhould 
;  hear  and  decide  them,  and  that  thefe  Judges 
fhould  be  provided  out  of  all  the  feople  21  • 
able  Men,  fuch  as  fear  God,  Men  of  Truth 
hating  Covetoufnefs  s  that  he  fhould  place 

fuch 

*  Jofephus  Ant.  Jud.  J.iij.  e.  3. 
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fuch  over  the  People  to  be  Rulers  oj  Thoti - 
fands ,  Rulers  of  Hundreds ,  Rulers  of  fif¬ 
ties  and  Rulers  of  Tens ,  ju“ge 

Ex.  xviii.  the  Reople  at  all  Jfeafons  .  .  .  The  hard 
26.  Caufes  they  brougnPunto  Mofes,  but  every 
fmall  Matter  they  judged  themfelves. 

Thcfe  judges  then  leem  to  have  been  a  lort 
of  Jullices  of  Peace  in  feveral  Divifions,  pro¬ 
bably  taken  from  the  military  Divifions  ot 
an  Hoft,  into  Thoufands,  Hundreds,  Fifties 
and  Tens  5  this  was  a  xModcl  proper  tor  them 
as  an  Army  marching,  and  not  uniuitable  to 
their  Settlement  as  Tribes  and  Families,  in  a 
fort  of  Counties-,  Hundreds  and  Tithings. 
Perhaps  our  old  Saxon  Conftitution  of  She¬ 
riffs  in  Counties,  Hundredors  or  Ccntgraves 
in  Hundreds,  and  Heciners  in  Decennaries, 
may  give  tome  light  to  this  Conftitution  of 
Mofes.  Some  have  thought  that  thofc  Con- 
ftitutions  of  the  Saxons  were  taken  from 
thcfe  Laws  of  Mofes ,  introduced,  fays  my 
Author  *,  by  Alfred ,  or  his  Direction. 

Whoever  will  confider  the  Advice  of  Je- 
thro ,  without  too  much  Rabbinical  Learning, 
or  too  much  Veneration  for  Ionic  great 
Names,  who,  in  thefe  Subjects  implicitly 
follow  the  Rabbins  ;  may,  1  think,  truly  per¬ 
ceive  the  Rcafon  of  this  Conftitution,  and  the 
Nature  of  the  Conftitution  itfclf. 

Thefe  inferior  Judges  are  generally  fuppof- 
ed  to  have  been  chofen  by  the  People -f, 
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according  to  Jofephus ,  approved  of  all  the 
People  according  to  Mofes’s  own  Direction, 

Take  ye  wife  Men,  and  under  ft anding,  andpe  utcron, 
known  among  your  Tribes ,  I  will  make1' 1 3> 

them  Riders  over  you .  It  fhould  fcem  how¬ 
ever,  that  tho’  in  this  Conftkution,  Pcrfons 
are  chofen  to  be  Judges  for  their  Wifdom 
and  Integrity  yet  as  they  were  to  be  Pcr¬ 
fons  known  among  their  Tribes,  it  is  grealy 
probable,  that  they  were  to  be  Perfons  whole 
Characters  were  more  generally  known  than 
private  Pcrfons,  and  therefore  that  they  were 
chofen  out  of  the  Officers.  Thus  thefe Judg¬ 
es  will  be  a  fort  of  Quorum ,  diftinguifhed 
from  the  reft  of  the  Officers  by  a  ipcciai 
Commiffidn  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  to  hear 
and  determine  certain  lefter  Caufes  brought 
!  before  them  in  their  feveral  Divifions. 

It  does  not  appear,  whether  thefe  feveral 
Judges  and  their  Courts  were  fuperior  to  each 
other,  fo  that  there  lay  Appeals  from  the 
lefter  to  the  larger,  as  from  a  lower  Court 
.  to  an  higher  5  may  it  not  rather  be  defign’d 
to  give  Perfons  liberty  to  ehufe  before  whom 
their  Caufe  fhould  be  heard,  whether  within 
their  Tithing  or  Hundred,  or  if  they  had 
much  greater  opinion  of  the  Wifdom  and 
Integrity  of  the  Judge  of  the  Thoufand  of 
ilftrael  to  which  they  belong’d,  they  might, 
as  they  thought  fit,  be  fo  far  fatisfied  in  chu- 
fing  their  own  Judge,  now  they  had  not 
the  liberty  of  bringing  the  fmaller  Caufes 
immediately  before  Mofes.  However  thefe 
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Jethronian  Prefectures,  though  they  might 
be  a  Plan  of  the  provincial  Judges,  and  lo 
of  the  Senates  of  the  Cities  in  the  provincial 
Government,  yet  they  could  be  no  part,  I 
conceive,  of  the  States-Gencral,  in  which  all 
the  Tribes  were  united. 

si nbedrim  Tilis  wife  Provifion  by  the  Jethronian 
anH  mn  prefectures  for  the  more  cafy  and  ready  Ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice,  was  inftituted  while 
Ifrael  incamped  at  the  Mount  of  God,  either 
Horeb  or  Sinai,  which  were  two  Names  of 
the  Eaftern  and  Weftern  Tides  of  the  fame 
Mountain.  The  Children  of  Ifrael  encamp¬ 
ed  there,  about  three  Months  after  their 
March  out  of  Egypt  thro’  the  Red  Sea  into 
the  Wildernefs,  and  continued  there  about 
one  whole  Year  5  but  before  the  Coming  of 
Jethro ,  according  to  the  Computation  of  the 
learned  Archbifhop  Ujber *,  the  Princes  of 
Tribes  had  made  their  Offering,  and  the  Ta¬ 
bernacle  was  credled.  I  obferve  this  Cir- 
cumftance  as  we  go  along,  becaule  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  of  Tome  ufe  prelently.  The  Ifraelites 
by  Direction  of  the  Schechinah  or  Cloud  of 
Glory,  marched  from  Sinai  to  the  Wilder¬ 
nefs  of  Earan ,  at  which  time  the  Army 
Numb.  x.  march'd  in  its  Hoffs,  under  the  Command 
I2-  of- the  Princes  of  the  Tribes  in  very  exatt 
military  Order.  Here  the  E eople  com¬ 
plain d,  and  it  difpleafed  the  Lord,  and  the 
Lord  heard  it,  and  the  Fire  of  the  Lord 
burned  among  them ,  and  confumed  them 
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that  were  in  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the 
Camp.  And  here  the  mixt  Mult  it  tide  Numbers 
that  was  among  them  fell  a  lifting ,  and*1'  u 
the  Children  alfo  wept  again ,  and  faid ,  who 
fall  give  us  Fief  to  eat  ?  When  Mo  fen 
perceiv'd  the  great  Uneafinefs  and  Difcon- 
tent  of  the  People,  and  that  the  A  nger  of 
the  Lord  was  kindled  greatly ;  he  alio  was 
greatly  concerned  and  affli&ed  with  fo  un- 
promifing  and  melancholy  a  Profpeft  of 
Affairs.  He  complains,  I  am  not  able  to^ umb.xi. 
bear  all  this  People  alone ,  becaufe  it  is  +‘ 
too  heavy  for  me.  Upon  this  Complaint 
Jehovah  faid  unto  Mofes ,  Gather  unto  me  1 4‘ 
feventy  Men  of  the  Elders  of  If rae l ,  whom 
thou  know  eft ,  to  be  Elders  of  the  People  and 
Officers  over  them ,  and  bring  them  unto 
the  Tabernacle  of  the  Congregation ,  that 
they  may  ft  and  there  with  thee  ;  and  I  will l6, 17  ‘ 
come  down  and  talk  with  thee  there ,  and 
I  will  take  of  the  Spirit  which  is  upon 
thee ,  and  will  put  it  upon  them ,  and  they 
fall  bear  the  Burthen  of  the  People  with 
thee ,  that  thou  bear  it  not  thy  felf  a- 
lone. 

This  Direction  was  pun&ually  executed  by 
Mofes  ;  for  Mofes  went  out  and  told  the  24->2> 
People  the  Words  of  the  Lord ,  and  ga¬ 
thered  the  feventy  Men  of  the  Elders  of 
the  People ,  and  fet  them  round  about  the 
Tabernacle  ■,  and  the  Lord  came  down  in 
a  Cloud ,  and  fpake  unto  him ,  and  took  of 
the  Spirit  that  was  upon  him,  and  gave 
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it  unto  the  feventy  Elders ;  and  it  came 
to  pafs  that  when  the  Spirit  refted  upon 
them ,  they  prophefied  and  did  not  ceafel 
This  is  the  Account  the  Scriptures  give  of 
the  Original  and  Inftitution  of  this  famous 
Court  or  Council,  fo  much  celebrated  by 
the  Hebrew  M  afters. 

Gen.xlvi.  “  In  this  Account  the  Number  feventv, 
27.  fays  Bifhop  Patrick,  “  is  fuppofed  both  by 
<£  the  Jewifi  and  Chrijlian  Writers,  to  be 
“  derived  from  the  Number  of  Pcrfons  that 
u  went  down  into  Egypt  with  Jacob ,  who. 
Numbers  “  faith  R.  Bechai ,  were  a  *  kind  of  Pro- 
l6-  “  totype  of  this  Number  in  future  Ages  : 

Ex.  iii.16. u  F°r  hence  they  were  govern  d  by  fo  many 
tc  Elders  when  they  were  in  Egypt.  (Where 
“  there  is  no  mention  indeed  made  of  the 
“  feventy,  but  he  gathers  it  from  what  fol- 
xxiv.i-'9- <£  lowed)  and  thofc  were  the  feventy,  whom 
<c  \vc  find  at  the  giving  of  the  Law  a  little 
“  after  they  came  out  of  Egypt ,  who  are 
rer.n.  <c  capcc[  Cobles  or  Great  Men.  So  that  this 
“  Number  was  not  now  firfi:  conftituted, 
“  but  rather  continued  and  confirmed.” 

What  might  have  been  the  particular 
Reafcn  of  chufing  the  Number  of  feventy 
out  of  the  many  more  Elders  of  the  He¬ 
brews ,  is  neither  certain,  nor  of  great  Im¬ 
portance  ;  but  as  feventy  of  the  Elders,  that 
js,  out  of  a  greater  Number,  were  chofcn  to 
accompany  JsLofes ,  Aaron ,  Nadab  and  A- 
bihu ,  to  the  Mount  _>•  fo  here  feventy  of 
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the  Elders  of  Ifrael,  that  is  out  of  a  greater 
Number,  are  appointed  to  bear  the  Burthen 
of  the  People  with  Mofes ,  Whom  thou  know- 
eft  to  be  Elders  of  the  ‘People  :  For  there 
were  many  Elders,  fays  Bifhop  Patrick  *,  outEx 
of  whom  feventy  were  chofen. 

Thefe  feventy  fo  chofen  out  of  the  other 
Elders  were  to  be  brought  to  the  Tabernacle 
of  the  Congregation,  that  they  might  Band 
there  with  Mofes.  They  were  to  be  prefent- 
cd  unto  God,  and  confccrated  to  this  Service, 
that  they  might  be  as  a  Banding  Council  to 
aBiB  Mofes  in  the  Government  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  fo  as  to  cafe  him  in  the  Burthen  of  the 
Government,  that  he  might  not  continue 
to  bear  it  himfelf  alone.  In  order .  to  give 
greater  Weight  and  Authority  to  thc*ir  Coun¬ 
cils,  God  promifes  he  would  talk  with  Mo- 
fts ,  “  to  declare,  perhaps,  fays  the  fore- men¬ 
tioned  Bifhop  Patrick ,  “  in  their  Audience, 

“  that  he  appointed  them  to  be  ABiBants 
u  to  Mofes  in  the  Government :  ”  Or  by 
the  Voice  of  the  Oracle  to  declare  his  Ap¬ 
probation  of  Mofes s  Government,  and  his 
Appointment  of  thefe  Elders  to  aBIB  him 
in  his  AdminiBration.  And  I  will  take  of 
the  Spirit  which  is  upon  thee ,  and  put  it 
upon  them  or,  in  the  Words  of  the  fame 
Author  -f,  “  He  conferred  upon  thefe 
“  Men  fome  of  the  Gifts,  (which  arc  here 
“  meant  by  Spirit,)  viz,,  of  Wifdom,  and 
<c  judgment,  and  Courage,  with  all  others 

M  4  “  that 

*  Patrick,  ib.  f  Id.  ib. 


I6'7 


xxiv.  i  . 


i68 


Of  the  Civil  Government 

4C  that  arc  needful  in  a  Governor.”  To  af- 
fure  the  Performance  of  this  Promife  to  the 
Satisfaction  of  the  People,  it  came  to  pals, 
when  the  Spirit  refted  on  them,  they  pro- 
phefied  and  ceafed  not.  Not  to  enter  into 
any  critical  Enquiry  how  they  prophcfied, 
or  how  long,  which  is  not  to  our  prefent 
purpofc  ;  it  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the 
Spirit  of  Prophecy  was  an  evident  Sign  that 
they  were  chofen  by  God  for  Coadjutors 
to  Mofes ,  that  they  were  approved  by  him, 
and  had  received  from  him  a  Spirit  of  Go- 
vernment. 

It  is  not  certain  in  what  manner  they  were 
chofcn  :  “  The  Jews  fuppofe  that  fix  were 
“  named  out  of  each  Tribe,  that  is  feventy- 
“  twp  hi  all,  and  in  feventy  Schedules 
Mofes  wrote  the  Name  of  Elder,  but  the 
-  other  two  were  Blanks ;  then  mixing  all 
*c  thefe  in  an  Urn,  he  bad  them  come  and 
“  draw.  They  who  drew  a  Schedule  with 
<c  the  Name  Elder  on  it,  were  chofen  5 
they  who  drew  Blanks,  were  not.”  But, 
as  the  fame  Author  obferves,  “  this  whole 
Story  of  the  Manner  of  chufing  the  Elders, 
is  very  dubious.”  However  it  was  they 
were  nominated  or  chofen,  it  is  highly  pro¬ 
bable,  that  as  they  were  to  bear  the  com¬ 
mon  Burthen  of  the  Government  with  Mofes, 
which  concern’d  all  the  Tribes,  and  which 
in  particular  was  intended  to  keep  them 
from  continual  mutinous  Complaints  *  it 
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was  proper  there  fhould  be  an  equal  Num¬ 
ber  of  each  Tribe,  and  that  they  fhould  be 
fuch  Perfons  as  the  Tribes  themfelves  fhould 
approve,  and  confirm  by  their  Choice,  as 
Perfons  fit  to  be  confided  in.  And  thus  far 
the  Hebrew  Writers  are  unanimous. 

But  the  Defign  of  this  Inftitution  is  of  the 
greateft  Importance,  in  this  Enquiry.  In  ge¬ 
neral,  they  were  to  bear  the  Burthen  of  the 
People  with  Mofes ,  that  he  might  not  bear 
it  alone.  This  fure  cannot  be  meant  of  the 
common  and  ordinary  Adminiftration  of  Ju- 
ftice,  which  had  been  provided  for  juft  be¬ 
fore,  in  the  Jethronian  Prefectures.  As  far 
then  as  they  were  to  aflift  Mofes  in  Matters 
judiciary,  it  could  only  be  in  thofe  greater 
Matters,  which,  as  referv’d  Caufes,  were  to 
be  brought  before  Mofes  j  or  fuch  difficult 
Queftions  as  were  referred  by  Appeal  from 
the  inferior  J  udges.  In  this  fenfe,  this  Court 
of  the  feventy  Elders  will  be  a  Conftitution 
not  much  unlike  the  Parliament  of  cParisi 
fo  far  as  that  is  a  Court  of  Law.  But  tills 
was  not  the  only  End  for  which  this  Court 
was  inftituted.  The  immediate  Occafion  of 
its  Inftitution,  was  the  Complaint  of  Mofes% 
on  the  Murmuring  and  Sedition  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  Difpleafure  of  God  ;  that  Fire 
was  fent  to  confume  them  that  were  in  the 
uttermoft  Parts  of  the  Camp 5  “or  fome  in 
;  ■  every  Part  of  the  Camp,  as  Bifhop  Patrick 
juftly  obferves,  “  where  they  began  to  make 
!:  Complaints  to  one  another  of  their  being 
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“  ftill  in  a  Wildcrncfs.”  It  is  in  anfwer 
to  this  Complaint  of  Mofes  on  thisoccafion, 
that  the  Lord  faid,  Gather  unto  me  feventy 
Men ,  of  the  Elders  of  Ifrael  .  .  .  that  they 
may  fiand  vuith  thee  .  .  .And  they  fall 
bear  the  Burthen  of  the  Teople  with  thee , 
that  thou  bear  it  7iot  thyfelf  alone.  We 
fee  plainly,  that  thefc  feventy  were  to  be 
Coadjutors  to  Mofes  in  his  Councils,  how 
to  anfwcr  the  People’s  Complaints,  and  to 
advife  what  would  be  beft  to  do  on  all  oo- 
cafions,  cfpecially  of  greater  Difficulty  5  to 
preferve  Peace  and  good  Order  among  the 
People,  and  to  prevent  thofe  Mutinies  which 
would  likely  prove  fatal  to  the  whole  Na¬ 
tion,  if  not  remedied  by  l'ome  means  or 
other. 

In  this  View  the  feventy  Elders  will  appear 
to  be  defignd  not  only  as  a  handing  Court 
of  Law  and  Equity,  to  affift  Mofes  as  Judge 
in  Caufcs  of  greater  Confcqucnce,  and  in 
Appeals,  but  to  affift  the  Judge  with  their 
Advice  on  every  occafion  j  this  was  properly 
to  bear  theBurthen  of  the  People  together  with 
Mofes ,  that  he  might  not  bear  it  himfelf  a- 
lone.  Por  now  the  Judge  would  not  bear 
all  the  Envy  or  Ill-will  of  the  People  when 
dilfatisfied  or  uncafy,  with  any  Part  of  the 
Adminiftration;  For  the  common  People, 
though  they  know  very  little  of  the  Reafons 
of  any  Adminiftration,  are  yet  apt  to  think 
every  thing  wrong  that  does  not  pleafe  them, 
or  which  is  attended  with  Difficulties  to 
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hcmfelvcs  or  the  Publick.  Now,  a  Coun¬ 
cil  of  feventy  Perfons  of  the  mod  approved 
Wifdom  and  Integrity,  would  at  leaf!  fhare 
this  Burthen  among  them  all,  inftead  of 
throwing  the  whole  on  one  Man.  And  it 
would  be  moreover  an  Eafe  to  the  Judge’s 
own  Mind,  and  make  him  more  refolv’d  in 
any  Council  to  be  taken  or  executed,  when 
it  fhould  be  with  the  Advice  and  Approba¬ 
tion  of  a  Multitude  of  Counfellors,  in  which 
there  is  Wifdom  and  Safety.  And  finally,  it 
was  proper  to  give  Authority  and  Refped 
to  fuch  Orders  as  fhould  be  made  by  Advice 
of  Perfons,  whom  the  People  themfelves  had 
approved  and  cholcn,  as  eminent  for  their 
Wifdom  and  Integrity. 

Confider  then  this  Court,  as  a  Handing  Se¬ 
nate  always  at  hand,  or  as  a  conftant  Trivy 
Council  to  the  Judge,  and  we  have  a  moft 
wife  Provifion  for  the  eafier  and  better  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  whole  Nation  ;  and  this 
will  make  a  confiderable  Part  of  the  States- 
General  of  the  united  Tribes. 

But  there  remains  another  Confideration 
of  very  great  confequence,  as  to  the  national 
Senate  of  the  Hebrews :  Many  feem  to  think, 
that  it  confided  only  of  thefe  feventyElders,  led 
into  this  great  Miftake,  I  think,  by  the  chime¬ 
rical  Defcription  the  Talmudic  al'sbl riters  have 
given  of  their  Sanhedrim.  As  if  thefe  feventy 
Elders  were  the  only  Members  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council,  and  that  the  States- General  of 
the  united  Tribes  confided  of  no  other  Per¬ 
fons 
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Tons  than  thefe.  This  is  a  Miftake,  as  I  con¬ 
ceive,  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  Tome  of 
the  plaineft  Fatts  of  the  Hebrew  Hiftory,  and 
which  has  mif-lcd  fome  very  learned  Men 
into  a  confidcrable  Error,  concerning  the 
true  Nature  of  the  Hebrew  Government. 

For  the  Princes  or  Nobles  of  the  Hebrews 
in  their  feveral  Tribes,  that  is,  the  ‘Princes 
of  the  Tribes  and  the  Heads  of  the  Families 
of  their  Fathers,  appear  very  plainly  to  have 
SeJJion  and  Vote  in  their  national  Senate. 
A  few  Pittances  will  be  a  fuificient  Proof  of 
this  Part  of  the  Hebrew  Government. 

When  the  Children  of  Reuben  and  Gad 
came  with  a  Petition  to  have  their  Settle¬ 
ment  align’d  to  them  on  the  Eatt  of  Jor¬ 
dan,  They  came  and  fpake  unto  Mofes 
and  Eleazar  the  Prieft ,  and  unto  the 
Princes  of  the  Congregation.  Though  this 
Petition  was  long  after  the  Inttitution  ot  the 
Sanhedrim,  yet  the  Princes  of  the  Congre¬ 
gation  are  afiemblcd  to  conttder  this  Pro- 
pofal  j  as  they  had  been  before  in  the  Cafe 
of  Female  Succellions,  and  as  they  were  after¬ 
wards  upon  the  Regulation  of  the  Marriages 
of  Heireffes  within  their  own  Families. 

As  thofe  Perfonsaredefcribed  by  the  Titles 
of  the  Princes ,  the  chief  Fathers  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael ,  it  is  plain  we  are  to  under¬ 
hand  the  fame  Pcrfons  who  were  Princes  of 
Tribes  and  Heads  of  Families,  who  were  the 
Nobles  of  Ifrael  before  the  Inttitution  of 
the  Sanhedrim,  whole  Rank  and  Authority 
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in  the  Hebrew  Government  was  no  ways 
taken  away  by  the  Inftitution  of  that  Court. 

Thefe  were  ftill  the  great  Council  or  Senate 
of  the  Nation.  This  may  appear  yet  more 
evident  from  a  few  Inftanccs  under  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  JoJbua  the  Succeffor  of  Mo- 
fes. 

When  Jofhua  made  a  League  with  the  Gi- 
beonites ,  it  was  confirmed  by  the  Approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Princes  of  the  Congregation  $ 

And  JoJhua  made ‘Peace  with  them  and Jof.ix.i  5. 
made  a  League  with  them ,  and  the  Princes 
of  the  Congregation  fware  unto  them.  And 
thus  again,  when  the  Daughters  of  Zelofhe- 
had  came  to  petition  for  their  Inheritance, 
as  it  had  been  ordered  by  the  Voice  of  the 
Oracle ,  They  came  near  before  Eleazar  the™"-  4 
Prieft ,  and  before  J  of ma  the  Son  of  Nun , 
and  before  the  Princes.  And  once  more, 
when  the  Eaftern  Tribes  had  built  an  Altar 
which  gave  Jealoufy  to  the  JVeftern  Tribes, 

They  fent  Phineas  the  Son  of  Eleazar  thexxii.  13, 
Prieft,  and  with  him  ten  Princes  of  each  '*• 
chief  Houfe  a  Prince ,  throughout  all  the 
Tribes  of  Ifrael,  and  each  one  was  an 
Head  of  the  Houfe  of  their  Fathers  a- 
mong  the  Thoufands  of  Ifrael:  That  is, 
they  fent  a  folemn  Deputation  of  the  Ra¬ 
tional  Senate,  in  the  Name  of  the  whole 
Congregation  of  the  Lord,  to  expoftulate  the 
Matter  with  them. 

But  how,  you  will  fay,  are  we  then  to  un- 
derftand  the  feeming  different  Accounts  of 
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the  Senate  of  Ifrael  ?  W as  the  Court  or 
Council  of  the  Sanhedrim  the  lame  Perfons, 
with  thefe  Princes  of  Ifrael?  The  Defcrip- 
tion  of  thefe  Princes,  is  fuch,  as  cannot  pof- 
fibly  agree  with  any  other  Perfons  than  the 
Princes  of  the  Tribes,  and  the  Heads  of  Fa¬ 
milies,  fo  well  known  before  the  Inftitution 
of  the  Sanhedrim,  that  it  cannot  mean  the 
feventy  Elders  of  the  Sanhedrim  only  j  and 
yet  their  Rank  and  Authority  are  fpoken  of 
in  fuch  manner,  as  to  (hew*  that  they  were 
employed  in  the  great  Affairs  of  the  Nation, 
why  may  we  not  conceive  of  the  Sanhedrim 
as  a  felcdf  Senate,  or  as  a  leffer  and  privy 
Council ;  when  yet  all  the  Princes  of  Ifrael 
might  have  SelTion  and  Vote  in  the  great 
and  general  Council  of  the  Nation,  which, 
when  affembled,  is  called  by  the  ancient  Style 
the  Princes  of  the  Congregation  and  this 
may  be  a  good  Rcafon  why  the  Elders  of  the 
Sanhedrim  have  fo  little  exprefs  Notice  ta¬ 
ken  of  them  j  for  when  the  general  national 
Senate  was  affembled,  they  were  coniidered 
only  as  particular  Members  of  it. 

Perhaps  a  modern  Conffitution,  which  is 
more  generally  known,  may  ferve  to  give  us 
an  eafier  Notion  of  this  national  Senate  of 
the  Hebrews ;  I  mean  the  Conftitution  of 
the  Parliament  of  'Paris,  which  is  thus  gi¬ 
ven  us  by  an  eminent  Author  :  “  Our  Kings 
<c  attended  the  great  Affairs.  They  affem-* 
“  bled  the  great  Men  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
“  thefe  AiTemblics  were  called  the  King's 

“  Court 
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<f  Court  or  Parliament.  The  great  Men 
“  who  attended  thcfe  Aflemblies,  were  ftilcd 
Barons  of  the  Kingdom,  and  afterwards- 
Peers  of  France.  Thefe  Barons  of  the 
“  Kingdom  were  the  Bilhops,  Dukes,  Earls, 
and  all  the  great  Tenants,  who  held  im¬ 
mediately  of  the  Crown  j  but  as  it  was 
not  eafy  to  examine  fully  many  of  the 
Affairs  which  came  before  them,  the 
Kings  gave  Commifiion  to  Men  of  Abi¬ 
lities,  to  aflift  with  their  Care  and  Coun- 
“  cils,  and  thefe  Counfellors  were  called 
“  Matters  of  Parliament*/’ 

In  the  Parliament  of  Tar  is  then,  all  the 
Peers  of  France  have  Settion  and  Vote  ; 
but  for  the  ordinary  and  common  Bufinefs, 
as  a  Court  of  Law  and  Appeals,  a  certain 
Number  of  Counfellors  are  committion’d 
to  tranfafl  it.  Thefe  Matters  of  Parliament 
are  Men  learned  in  the  Laws,  prejide  ^judg¬ 
es  in  a  C-ourt  of  Juftice,  to  examine  and  re^ 
gifter  the  A<tts  of  State,  &c.  But  on  extra¬ 
ordinary  Occattons,  when  a  full  Parliament 

is 

*  Les  Rois  continuoient  toujours  a  prendre  Connoiffance 
des  grandes  Affaire?,  ils  affembioient  les  Grands  du  Royaume, 
et  ces  Affemblees-itoient  appellees  la  Cour  du  Roy,  ou  le 
Parlement ;  les  Grands  qui  y  afliiioient  furent  qualifies  Barons 
du  Royaume,  et  enfuite  Pairs  du  France,  les  Barons  du 
Royaume  etoient,  les  Eveques,  les  Dues,  les  Comtes,  en 
une  mot,  les  Grands  Vaffaux  immediates  de  la  Couronne. 
mais  comme  il  etoit  malaife  d’examiner  a  Fonds  la  plupart 
des  Affaires,  les  Roys  commirent  des  Gens,  habiles  pour  les 
aider,  de  leur  foins,  et  de  leur  Confeil,  et  ces  Confeillers 
furent  appellees  Maitres  du  Parlement,  La  Force  Defcript. 
de  la  France ,  Tom.  I.  p.  204. 
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is  fummoncd,  all  the  Peers  of  France  have 
Right  of  Seffion  and  Vote  as  Members  of 
it. 

If  we  were  to  fuppofc  the  Sanhedrim  fome> 
what  after  this  manner,  conftantly  attending 
as  Judges  in  more  difficult  Cafes  of  Law 
and  Appeals,  and  to  affift  the  judge  as  a 
privy  Council  on  common  Occaiions ;  and 
if  we  were  to  confider  the  Princes  of  If 
rael ,  as  Feers  of  Ifrael,  who  had  Seffion 
and  Vote  in  the  national  Senate  when  affem- 
bled  on  extraordinary  Occafions  of  greater 
Confequence :  We  fhould  come  nearer,  I 
think,  to  the  Truth  of  the  Cafe  than  we 
generally  do,  from  the  falfe  Notions  of  the 
Sanhedrim,  taught  in  the  fabulous  Accounts 
of  the  Talmudifts. 

Some  may  imagine  the  Preamble  to  the 
Laws  of  King  Ina *,  will  give  fome  light 
to  this  Conftitution ;  there  is  mention  of 
all  his  Aldermen\y  and  at  the  fame  time 
of  the  elder  wife  Men :  What  may  we 
luppofe  the  Difference  between  thefe  ?  As 
the  Alderman  appears  to  be  much  the  fame 
with  Earl ,  while  that  was  a  Name  of  Office 
and  chief  Government  in  a  County  ;  fo  the 
Witan  leem  to  be  Men  of  Learning  in  the 
Law,  or  employ'd  in  Affairs  of  State,  and 

fo 

*  Mid  Eallum  minum  Ealdermannum,  and  tham  yldeftan 
Witan  minre  theod,  omnium  Senatorum  meorum,  &  natu 
majorum  Sapientum  Populi  mei.  Ince  Leges. 

+  Ealderman,  Senior,  Senator,  Princeps,  Satrapa.Witword, 
Witaword,  Refponfa  Prudentum.  Wita  Confiliarius,  Sepiens 
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To  moft  converfant  and  bcft  skill’d  in  them. 
But  luch  Similitude  of  the  wife  Men  to  the 
Hebrew  Sanhedrim,  aiid  of  the  Aldermen 
to  the  Princes  of  Ifrael ,  is  fubmitted  to  the 
judgment  of  thofe  who  are  skill’d  in  our 
Saxon  Antiquities. 

However*  this  feems  clear  and  evident, 
that  whoever  they  were  who  compofed  the 
great  Council  or  Senate  of  the  Hebrew  Na¬ 
tion,  under  the  Stile  of  Princes  or  Elders, 
that  there  was  a  Senate  to  aflift  the  Judge, 
and  by  whofe  Advice  he  afted  in  Affairs  of 
Confequence,  and  which  concerned  the 
whole  Nation.  And  this  was  a  fecond  Part 
of  the  Union  of  the  Tribes.  There  was  a 
national  Council  rn.i  Senate,  as  well  as  a 
Congregation  of  all  Ifrael. 

CHAP.  X. 

Of  the  Judge. 

OD,  the  Author  of  the  Hebrew  Polity, 
having  taken  care  by  the  Congregation 
of  all  Ifrael ,  and  by  the  Senate  of  Princes 
and  Elders*  for  the  Prcfcrvation  of  the  Li¬ 
berties  of  the  People,  and  for  the  Wil'd om 
of  the  Adminiftration  of  Government,  takes 
further  care  of  the  executive  Powers,  that 
the  wife  Resolutions  which  might  be  taken 
at  any  time,  fhould  be  brought  into  due  and 
timely  Execution  5  and  that  the  Force  of  the 

N  Nation 
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Nation  fhould  be  properly  employ’d  for 
the  Defence  and  Protection  of  the  whole. 

The  wifeft  Nations  have  ever  thought  it 
convenient  to  lodge  thel'c  Powers  either  in 
one  hand,  or  at  lead  in  a  few,  to  prevent 
the  Delays  and  manifeft  Inconveniences 
which  would  certainly  arife  from  Difference 
of  Sentiments  in  Perfons  of  equal  Autho¬ 
rity,  when  things  were  to  be  brought  into 
Execution  ;  fo  that  almoft  all  Forms  of  Go¬ 
vernment  have  found  it  neceffary  to  have 
lomc  Commander  in  Chief  ion  their  Armies, 
and  fome  firjt  or  principal  Magiftrate  or 
Magiftrates,  either  hereditary  or  for  Term 
of  Life,  or  Years,  to  fummon  the  national 
Councils,  to  prefide  in  them,  and  to  fee  to  a 
due  Adminiftration  of  Juffice,  according  to 
Law  and  Equity.  Thus  the  Lacedamonians 
had  their  Kings ,  the  Athenians  their  Ar- 
chons ,  the  Carthaginians  their  Sujfetes ,  the 
Romans  their  Confuls ,  and  the  He  breves 
their  Judges. 

Very  little  is  to  be  lcarn'd  of  the  Nature  of 
a  Magiffracy  from  its  Name,  the  Kings  of 
Lacedaemon  had  no  more  Authority  than  the 
Confuls  of  Rome ;  and  among  the  He¬ 
brews  the  Words  King  and  Judge  feem  to 
be  ufed  promifcuouily.  For,  as  Bertram 
oblcrvcs  *,  “  the  word  King  in  fome  places 

“  means 

*  Regis  autem  nomine  intelligi  videtur  Gubernator,  & 
Dus  qiniibet,  quabs  fuerat  Moles,  qualis  etiam  Jolliua,  qua- 
(es  denique  fuerunt  Judices  qui  poltea  exciuu  iunt.  Bert, 
ete  Rrb.  li.br a.  !  04. 
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means  only  a  chief  Governor  or  Captain, 

“  fuch  as  Mofes ,  JoJhua,  and  the  other  Judg- 
“  es.”  Mofes  'is  in  particular  called  KingDeuteron 
in  Jefurun,  and  to  judge  Ifrael  was  ofxxxiii.  £. 
the  fame  Import,  and  meant  the  fame  Au¬ 
thority. 

The  Title  of  King  in  the  After-times  of 
the  Hebrew  Government  did  ftgnifv  a  JVla- 

\  y 

gilt  racy,  different  in  fome  things  from  the 
Magiftracy  of  a  Judge ,  yet  not  in  fo  many 
as  arc  ufually  thought  5  but  the  Difference 
between  thefe  Magiftracies  is  not  to  our 
prefent  purpofe. 

The  Magiftracy  of  Judge,  as  it  appears  in 
the  ancient  Hebrew  Hiftory,  and  in  the  Ad- 
minift ration  of  Mofes  and  Jofhua ,  was  the 
true  primitive  Conftitution  of  the  Hebrew 
Government,  and  which  the  Wifdom  of  the 
divine  Lawgiver  had  appointed  as  one  prin¬ 
cipal  Part  of  the  Union  of  the  Tribes,  in  the 
Power  of  their  Arms,  in  their  national 
Councils,  and  in  the  Adminiftration  of  na¬ 
tional  Juftice. 

This  Part  of  the  Conftitution  was  very 
foon  negiefted  and  altered  :  There  was  no  [aage* 
King  or  Judge  in  Ifrael.  The  Confequcnce-**- 1  • 
of  which,  was  very  great  Diford'ers,  Civil 
Wars  among  thcmfelvcs,  Invafions  from 
their  Enemies,  by  whom  they  were  greatly 
opprefs'd,  and  they  were  made  to  ferve  their 
Heathen  Neighbours.  This  continued  more 
or  lefs,  from  a  little  after  the  Death  of 
Jojbua  and  the  Elders  of  his  time,  till  this 

N  2  Part 
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Part  of  the  Conffitution  was  in  fome  mear 
fare  reffored  under  Eli  and  Samuel ;  which 
was  foon  after  changed  into  the  Office  and 
Authority  of  the  After- Kings.  When  the 
chief  Magiffracy  became  an  hereditary  Office, 
and  was  inlarged  with  fome  new  Powers  > 
but  as  that  was  not  the  original  Conffitution, 
it  is  what  our  prefent  Enquiry  is  very  little 
concerned  in.  We  are  only  concerned  to 
examine  how  this  Magiffracy  was  inffituted 
and  excrcifcd  by  Mofes  and  Jofmay  in  whole 
Hilfory  alone  we  can  expeff  to  find  a  true 
Account  of  it.  Agreeable  to  this  true  hifto- 
rical  Account,  Conringius  gives  a  general  De- 
lcription  of  this  Magiffracy  in  Mofes ,  That 
“  *  with  rcfpect  to  God  who  referv'd  to  him- 
“  felf  the  fupreme  Authority  over  the  He- 
<c  brew  Nation,  and  who  was  himfelf  pro- 
£<  perly  King  of  Ifrael ,  Mofes  might  not 

improperly  be  called  his  Viceroy.  -f~How- 
cvcr,  “  that  Mofes  had  a  Magiffracy  and 
“  an  Authority  tho’  depending  in  a  peculiar 
cc  manner  on  God  himfelf,  of  confulting, 
<c  appointing,  commanding,  and  judging 
u  Controverfies  in  the  Hebrew  Nation,  is 

“  evident 

*  Quem  habito  refpeftu  ad  Deum,  qui  fummam  potefla- 
tem,  iibi  in  Populo  Hebneo  fervaverat,  atqre  adco  illius  Rex 
err.:,  hand  ablurde  proregem  dixeris.  Conringius  dt  /by. 
He  bra-.  249. 

f  Canerum  geiTifle  Moyfem  Magiftratum,  habuiffeque  po- 
teltatem,  peculiar!  tamen  modo  ab  ipfo  Deo  dependentem,  de¬ 
liberandi,  llatuendi,  et  mar.dandi,  ac  de  controverfiis  judi-- 
candi  in  Gente  Ebr?eorum,  id  cx  Hiftoria  facra,  qaam  ipte 
Movies  i-sripilr,  abur.de  liquet.  U.ib.  250. 
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ct  evident  from  the  facred  Hiftory,  which 
“  Mofes  himfelf  wrote. 

We  may  find  a  pretty  cxaft  Account  of 
the  Nature  of  this  high  Office  in  the  He¬ 
brew  Government,  in  the  Appointment  of 
Jofua  Succefl.br  to  Mofes ,  and  the  Recogni¬ 
tion  of  his  Authority  by  the  People. 

As  to  the  Appointment  of  Jofua,  Succcf- 
for  to  Mofes ,  the  Lord  [ aid  unto  Mofes,  Numbers 
take  thee  JoJhua  the  Son  of  Nun ,  a  Man  in ::xvu- 1  g. 
whom  is  the  Spirit,  and  lay  thine  Handx^zo,zl' 
upon  him ,  and  ft  him  before  Eleazar  the 
‘’Priefty  and  before  all  the  Congregation , 
and  give  him  a  Charge  in  their  fight  ;  and 
thou  fait  put  fome  of  thine  Honour  upon 
him ,  that  all  the  Congregation  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifrael  may  be  obeclient ;  and  he  fall 
Jland  before  Eleazar  the  Priefl ,  who  fall 
ask  Counfel  for  him ,  after  the  Judgment 
of  Urim  before  the  Lord ,  at  his  Word  fall 
they  go  out ,  and  at  his  Word  they  fall 
come  in,  both  he  and  all  the  Children 
of  Ifrael  with  him ,  even  all  the  Congrega¬ 
tion. 

From  this  Account,  tho’  fhort,  we  may  Notanbe- 
yet,  I  think,  conclude  with  fufficient  Autho-  r  edit  ary 
rity,  that  this  high  Office  of  the  Judge  o>i°^ce' 
Ifrael  was  not  to  be  an  hereditary  Office  ; 
nor  did  the  Policy  of  Mofes  take  one  ftep 
to  perpetuate  this  great  Magiftracy  in  his 
Pofterity  or  Family.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Hiftory  informs  us,  that  Mofes  himfelf  de- 

N  3  fired 
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fired  the  Nomination  of  a  Succeffoc  before 
his  Death,  and  confultcd  the  Oracle  upon  it. 
Numbe  *  And  Mofes  fpake  unto  the  Lord ,  faying ,  let 
xxvn.  the  Lord  the  God  of  the  Spirits  of  all 
Flejh  fet  a  Man  over  the  Congregation , 
which  may  go  out  before  them ,  and  which, 
may  go  in  before  them ,  and  which  may 
lead  them  out ,  and  which  may  bring  them 
in ,  that  the  Congregation  of  the  Lord  be 
not  as  Sheep  which  have  no  Shepherd. 

It  appears  then  Mofes  could  have  no  views 
of  leaving  this  great  and  powerful  Office  in 
the  Hebrew  Government,  an  hereditary  Ho¬ 
nour  in  his  own  Family,  in  virtue  of  any 
hereditary  Claims  or  Right.  It  was  highly 
convenient,  this  important  Office  fhould  be 
difeharged  by  Pcrfons  of  great  and  eminent 
Qualifications.  A  Man,  “  in  whom  was  the 
“  Spirit  of  Courage,  Prudence,  and  the 
Fear  of  God,  with  all  other  Gifts  neccf- 
t:  Cary  in  an  excellent  Governor,”  fays  Bifhop 
‘ Patrick .  And  therefore  God,  by  the  Voice 
of  his  Oracle ,  appoints  Jofhia  the  Son  of 
JVun ,  ot  another  Family,  and  even  of  another. 
Tribe,  to  be  his  Succcflbr ;  for  f.ojhua  was 
of  the  Tribe  of  Ephraim .  Thus  this  high 
Office  of  Mofes ,  with  all  his  Authority  and 
with  all  his  Policy,  continued  in  his  Family 
no  longer  than  his  own  T  ife. 

However,  the  great  Ufcfulnefs  and  Impor¬ 
tance  of  this  Magistracy  in  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment,  is  ftrongly  recommended  as  a  ma¬ 
terial 


of  the  Hebrews.  i  S3 

terial  Part  of  the  Conftitution,  that  the  Con¬ 
gregation  may  not  be  as  Sheep  without  a 
Shepherd.  To  go  in  and  out  before  them, 
to  lead  them  out,  and  to  bring  them  in, 
may  mean  the  Command  in  War  and  the 
Direction  of  civil  Affairs  5  and  it  fhould 
feem  to  be  underftood  fo,  when  Mofes  is  di¬ 
rected  to  put  fomc  of  his  Honour  on  Jofhtia , 
that  all  the  Congregation  of  the  Children 
of  Ifrael  may  be  obedient.  What  can  be  the 
Meaning  of  putting  fome  of  the  Honour 
of  Mofes  on  JoJhua ,  but  what  Bifhop  Pa¬ 
trick  obferves,  “  communicating  fomc  of 
his  Authority  to  him  at  prefent,  and  mak- 
“  ing  him  an  Affociate  in  the  Government  ?  ” 

Now  it  is  plain,  that  Mofes  judged  Ifrael 
by  Authority  in  Civil  Affairs,  as  Veil  as  by 
the  chief  Command  of  their  Armies. 

It  will  further  however  appear,  that  how  TbeAuth- 
great  foever  the  Authority  of  the  Hebrew  ri/-y  °f the 
Judge  or  Stadtholder  was,  it  could  not  beSVy! 
arbitrary,  Greater  Matters,  as  we  have  feen, 
were  to  be  propofed  to  the  Congregation 
and  Princes,  or  Senate  of  Ifrael  j  and  he  was 
alfo  to  confult  the  Oracle ,  after  the  Judg¬ 
ment  of  Urim  before  the  Lord :  So  that  the 
judge,  as  well  as  the  Congregation,  were  to 
be  dirc&ed  by  the  Oracle.  The  Rabbins 
have  form'd  a  general  Maxim  from  hence, 

“  That  no  private  Perfon  was  allow'd  to  con- 
1  u It  the  Oracle'-,  none  but  the  King,  the 
“  Head  of  the  great  Sanhedrim,  and  fuch 
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“  as  were  appointed  in  the  Name  of  all  the 
“  People 

It  is  plain  the  Judge  is  here  directed  to 
hand  before  the  Pried,  who  (hall  ask  Counfcl 
tor  him.  In  this  all  the  Succcllors  of  Mofes 
were  inferior  to  him.  He  eonfuited  the  0- 
racle  himfelf,  but  all  his  Succeflbrs  were  to 
ask  Counter  of  the  Cracle  bv  the  High- 
Pried.  So  that  the  Authority  of  the  Judge 
could  not  be  arbitrary,  when  it  was  tem¬ 
pered  by  the  Approbation  of  the  Oracle , 
as  well  as  by  the  Advice  and  Content  of  the 
Senate  and  People.  This  Ufe  of  the  Oracle 
may  give  light  to  tome  Parts  of  the  Hebrew 
Hiuory, which  too  commonly  are  miftaken,  or 
not  well  underftood.  In  particular,  this  will 
fnew  a  wile  Rea  ton  why  the  Hebrews  were 
lo  often  overcome  and  opprefs'd  by  their 
Enemies,  bccaufe  they  ailed  rathly,  trufting 
to  their  own  Counlejs  without  asking  Conn- 
lei  or  the  Oracle ,  or  disregarding  the  Di¬ 
rections  given  by  it,  which  mutt  be  a  very  cri¬ 
minal  Behaviour  in  this  Contlitution. 

\\  c  may  vet  more  ditlinclly  perceive  the 
Xarurc  of  this  Part  of  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment,  if  we  confidcr  JoJhitas  actual  Accel- 
i.  lion  to  the  Government.  Now  after  the 
Heath  of  Mofes  the  Servant  of  the  Lord, 
it  came  to  pafs  that  the  Lord  fpake  unto 

Jojhua 

Quin  ad  ill ud  in  Mifna,  de  confulendo  hoc  Oraculo  ne- 
mini  icn  Id  licuille  privato,  led  Regi,  &  Synedrio.  Sc  ei 
qui  Reipublicae,  id  ell  qui  Populi  &  Univerfuatis  nomine, 
utque  Autoritate  ut  Legatus  confulebat.  Selden  de  Sjnedr. 
/.  iii-  c.  iz.  §.  4..  V.  I.  1723. 
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Jofhua  the  Son  of  Nun ,  Mofes  s  Minifter  5 
and  encourages  him  to  take  upon  him  the 
Command  of  the  Ifraelites ,  promifing  there  Jot.  i.  5. 
Jhall  not  be  any  Man  able  to  ft  and  before 
thee,  all  the  flays  of  thy  Life  j  as  I  was 
with  Mofes,  fo  I  will  be  with  thee ,  I  will 
not  fail  thee  nor  for  fake  thee.  Thus  fojhua 
was  in  a  very  folemn  Manner  confirm’d  in 
his  Office  by  the  Voice  of  the  Oracle  5  on  I2  ,3 
this  Occafion  he  fends  for  the  Tribes  of  Reu- 15.’’ 
ben ,  Gad ,  and  the  half  Tribe  of  Manaffeh , 
who  were  fettled  in  the  Country  Eaft  of  Jor¬ 
dan,  to  diredt  them  to  pafs  with  their  Bre¬ 
thren  over  that  River,  and  to  affift  them  in 
taking  polfeffion  of  their  Portion  on  the 
Wcftern  Side.  Now  the  Authority  they  ac¬ 
knowledg’d  in  Jofbua  as  Judge,  is  thus  ex- 
prefs’d  :  And  they  anfweredjojhua,  faying,  16,17,1$, 
All  that  thou  commandeft  us ,  we  will  do\ 
and  whither foever  thou  fendeft  us,  we 
will  go.  According  as  we  hearkened  unto 
Mcfes  in  all  things ,  fo  will  we  hearken 
unto  thee  only  :  the  Lord  thy  God  be  with 
thee,  as  he  was  with  Mofes.  Who  fo  ever 
he  be  that  doth  rebel  againft  thy  Command¬ 
ment,  and  will  not  hearken  unto  thy  Words 
in  all  that  thou  commandeft  him,  he  jhall 
be  put  to  death  }  only  be  ftrong  and  of  a 
good  Courage. 

This  feems,  fays  Bifhop  Tatrick,  to  be  the 
Voice  of  all  the  People,  and  of  their  Elders, 
pr  a  Decree  made  by  the  Elders,  as  the  few  s 
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undcrftand  it.  It  is  moft  likclv,  this  was  a 
Tranfadion  with  the  whole  People  of  Ifrael , 
or  with  the  whole  Congregation ;  and  fo  it 
will  be  the  legal  Form,  in  which  they  recog¬ 
niz’d  the  Authority  of  Jojhua.  Hence,  a 
contumacious  Difobcdiencc  to  the  Com¬ 
mands  of  the  Judge y  was  a  capital  Offence  ; 
for  tho’  the  judge  had  not  arbitrary  Power, 
but  was  to  ad  by  Advice  of  the  Oracle , 
and  Confent  of  the  Princes  and  Congrega¬ 
tion  ;  yet  for  any  private  Perfon,  or  for  any 
Number  of  private  Perfons,  to  refufe  Obe¬ 
dience  to  the  Orders  of  the  fudge,  was  a 
Violation  of  all  Order  and  Government,  a 
kind  of  Mutiny  and  cDefertion ,  which  in 
all  wife  Governments  have  always  been  pu- 
nifh’d  as  capital  Crimes. 

The  Authority  then  of  the  fudge  was  very 
great.  As  a  General  in  War,  he  had  the  chief 
Command  of  the  Army  :  As  the  chief  civil 
Magiftrate,  he  fummoned  the  Senate,  and 
the  Congregation  of  the  People,  propofed 
the  publick  Affairs  unto  them,  as  a  frit  Se¬ 
natorial!  Magiftrate  5  and  aded  in  all  things 
as  Viceroy,  or  Stadtholder  of  Jehovah  the 
King  of  Ifrael.  He  had  that  Authority  in 
War,  as  General,  and  in  publick  Affairs  of 
State,  prefiding  in  their  Councils,  and  exe¬ 
cuting  their  Refolutions,  that  the  executive 
Power  of  the  Government  was  principally 
lodged  in  his  hands. 
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Thus  the  Scriptures  themfelves  reprefent 
this  Office  to  us.  It  muft  be  very  unfair  to 
impute  to  this  Inftitution  any  Faults  what¬ 
soever,  which  are  owing  folely  to  a  Cor¬ 
ruption  or  Alteration  of  it  :  Whether  un¬ 
der  the  Judges,  loon  after  Jojhua,  to  the 
Election  of  Saul,  or  from  thence  during 
the  Government  under  the  Kings.  It 
would  be  too  long  to  fhew  in  particular, 
wherein  thofe  Governments  departed  from 
the  original  Cqnftitution  5  it  may  be  fufficient 
to  make  one  general  Remark  :  That  what 
fhe  Hebrew  Nation  fuffered  for  omitting 
this  Part  of  their  Conftitution,  taught 
them  the  Ncceffity  of  reviving  it  in  fome 
Form  or  other;  and  what  they  fuffered  after¬ 
wards  plainly  Ihe^ed,  that  the  Alterations 
made  in  this  Office,  were  very  far  from  A- 
mendments.  It  might  eafily  be  made  to  ap¬ 
pear,  from  the  weak  State  of  the  Hebrews 
under  occafional  Judges,  rais’d  only  for  a 
time,  and  whole  Authority  reach'd  but  a 
Part  of  the  Nation,  and  from  the  fatal  Rent 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Ifrael,  from  the  King-, 
dom  of  Judah ,  owing  to  the  Refolution  of 
Rehoboa?ny  to  follow  the  Councils  of  private 
Men  and  Favourites,  againlF  the  national 
Council  and  Congregation  i  who  well  under- 
flood  their  own  Power,  tho  he  was  lo  weak 
as  not  to  know  it,  or  lo  obflinate  as  not  to 
Regard  it. 
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I  fhall  leave  this  Part  of  the  Hebrew  Con- 
ftitution,  with  a  Ihort  Summary  of  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  this  Office,  in  the  Words  of  the  very 
learned  Calmet .  “  It  (the  Authority  of  the 

Judges)  “  reach’d  both  to  Affairs  of  War 
“  and  Peace.  They  determined  Caufcs  with 
“  abfolutc  Authority,  but  they  had  no  Power 
u  to  make  new  Laws  or  impofc  new  Taxes 
“  on  the  People.  They  were  Protectors  of 
<c  the  Law,  Defenders  of  Religion,  Avengers 
<c  of  Crimes,  efpccially  of  Idolatry;  yet  hill 
“  without  Shew,  without  Pomp,  without 
“  Followers,  without  Equipage,  unlcfs  their 
“  own  Eftates  enabled  them  to  have  a  Num- 
“  ber  of  Servants  conformable  to  their  Dig- 
<£  nity  But  this  could  feldom  happen ; 
for,  as  our  Author  further  obferves,  “  The 
“  Revenues  of  their  Office  confiftcd  in  the 
((  Prcfcnts  that  were  made  to  them ;  they 
<c  had  no  other  fettled  Revenue,  nor  did 
they  raife  any  thing  from  the  People.” 
Here  then  was  a  Magiftrate  of  great  Ser¬ 
vice  in  uniting  the  Councils  and  Forces  of 
the  Hebrew  Nation  ;  and  what  may  deferve 
a  particular  Reflection,  a  Magiftrate  of  fuch 
Authority  as  was  fufficicnt  to  prevent  any 
ambitious  Deflgns  of  any  other  Magiftratcs, 
how  great  or  powerful  foever,  from  taking 
place,  whether  of  the  ' Princes  of  the  Tribes, 
or  of  any  of  the  more  powerful  Tribes ,  or 
of  the  Hijrh-TrieJf  whatever  you  will  fup- 

pole 

*  Calmet  Dift.  V.  Juges, 


of  the  Hebrew  s. 

pofe  their  Authority  to  be.  For  the  chief 
Authority  both  in  Affairs  of  War  and  Peace 
being  lodged  in  his  hands,  all  other  Pcrfons 
were  under  Obligations  of  Obedience  to  him, 
and  contumacious  Difobedience  to  him,  was 
a  capital  Crime  by  the  Conflitution  ;  and 
as  he  had  the  chief  Command  of  all  Ifrael 
as  an  Army,  what  ambitious  Views  could  be 
put  in  execution  without  a  general  Revolt 
of  all  the  Tribes,  hardly  poflible  when  the 
Tribes  were  under  the  Command  of  different 
Princes,  who  could  have  no  common  Interefts 
or  Ambition  to  unite  them,  but  mull  rather 
have  oppofite  Interefts  and  Ambition,  unlefs 
they  fhould  be  united  in  Prefervation  of  the 
Conftitution  and  the  common  national  Li¬ 
berty,  if  the  |  udge  fhould  attempt  to  ftretch 
his  Power  and  Authority  beyond  its  legal 
Bounds  fet  to  it  by  the  Conftitution. 

Yet  on  the  other  hand,  this  Conftitution 
has  taken  the  utmoft  Care,  and  with  all  the 
Marks  of  political  Wifdom,  that  the  fudge 
fhould  not  have  it  in  his  power  to  ft  retch 
his  Authority  beyond  its  legal  Bounds ;  for 
his  Authority  was  temper’d  by  the  Oracle , 
and  by  the  Advice  and  Confcnt  of  the  He¬ 
brew  Seriate  and  ‘ People .  He  had  no  Power 
to  alter  or  change  any  Laws,  nor  to  make 
any  new  one  as  occafion  might  offer  to 
{Lengthen  his  lntcreft,  or  to  repeal  any  old 
Law  that  might  ft.tnd  in  his  way.  The  very 
Perfons  who  had  the  Rank  of  his  Conn- 
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fellors,  were  Commanders  of  the  Hods  of 
Ifrael ;  and  the  whole  Army  of  Ifrael  con¬ 
fided  of  none  but  the  Freeholders  of  Ifrael. 
There  was  no  fuch  thing  as  a  Soldiery , 
cither  of  Men  or  Officers,  who  were  lifted 
en  folde ,  or  for  Pay  i  nor  had  the  Judge 
any  thing  to  pay  them  with,  if  there  had 
been  any  to  be  hired  :  For  no  Ifraelite 
could  increafe  his  Edate  by  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  in  virtue  of  the  univerfaf  and  perpe¬ 
tual  Agrarian  Law  s  and  no  Man  could 
make  a  great  Edate  any  other  way,  in  a 
Country  where  there  was  no  Foreign  Trade, 
and  where  filtered  of  Money,  if  any  one 
could  be  fuppofed  to  have  much,  was  mod 
ftrictly  prohibited  by  Law.  And  when,  fi¬ 
nally,  he  could  not,  on  any  pretence  what¬ 
soever,  raife  Money  by  a  fax  on  the  Peo¬ 
ple.  For  the  People  were  liable  to  no 
Taxes,  but  what  they  paid  by  the  original 
Conftitution  to  the  Temple  and  Levites  j 
which  was  the  whole  publick  Revenue,  and 
civil  Lilt  of  the  Hebrew  Government. 

but  thelc  Reded  ions  will  deferve  a  more 
particular  Confederation  in  another  Piacc. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Of  the  Oracle. 

A  |  HERE  remains  one  Confideration  more 
ot  very  great  Confequence,  to  a  right 
Underftanding  of  the  Hebrerju  Government. 
In  other  Governments  their  Civil  Polity  con- 
iiflcd  only  in  an  Aficmbly  of  the  People,  a 
Senate,  with  fome  chief  Magiftrate  or  Ma- 
gillrates.  The  Greeks  and  Romans  were 
ufed  indeed,  on  more  extraordinary  occa- 
Eons,  to  confult  their  Oracles ;  and  they  ac¬ 
counted  it  very  wife  and  prudent  to  under¬ 
take  all  great  Affairs  aufpicato  or  augur  atoy 
with  the  Approbation  of  the  Gods.  Their 
Aufpices  and  Augurs  were  Officers  of  State, 
of  Reputation  and  Credit,  tho'  thefc  wife 
and  polite  Nations  were  lb  far  mif-led  by 
their  Idolatry,  as  to  confult  what  the  Events 
of  Things  would  be  by  the  moft  filly  and 
ridiculous  Superffitions  5  by  the  flying  of 
Birds,  the  pecking  of  Chicken,  or  the  En¬ 
trails  of  the  Beads  to  be  lacriticcd.  But  none 
of  thefe  Governments  placed  the  Sovereignty 
in  the  Gods,  whole  Oracles  they  confultcd  5 
generally  they  had  not  the  Honour  of  being 
the  tutelar  Gods  of  the  particular  Cities 
which  confulted  them.  Such  were  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Oracles  of  Apollo  at  ’Delphi,  and 
of  Jupiter  Hammon  in  Libya.  But  the 
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Hebrew  Government  placed  the  Majeftas 
Imperii,  the  Sovereignty  as  King,  in  Jehovah. 
Jehovah  the  one  true  God  was  not  only 
their  God,  and  as  fuch  the  only  Object  of 
their  Religion  and  Worfhip,  but  he  was  the 
King  of  Ifrael,  and  fo  the  proper  political 
Head  of  that  Nation.  And  thus,  as  has  been 
obierved,  this  Government  is  very  properly 
called  by  Jofephus  and  others,  a  Theocracy ; 
or,  according  to  Conringius >  The  fumma 
“  Toteftas,  or  foVcreign  Authority,  eonfilts 
c<  chiefly  in  three  Things,  in  making  Laws, 
“  declaring  War,  and  appointing  Magiftrates; 
“  the  fupreme  Direction  of  all  which  were 
«  placed  by  the  Hebrew  Conftitution  in 

“  Jehovah  himfelf*/' 

It  is  manifeft,  to  ufe  the  Wolds  of  the 
fame  Author,  that  God  referved  to  himfelf 
the  Powrer  of  making  Law's.  The  Law  of 
2  the  ten  Commands  was  thus  enacted.  Ana 
" God  fpake  all  thefe  Words,  faying  I  am 
the  Lord  thy  God,  which  have  brought 
thee  out  of  the  Land  of  Egypt,  out  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bondage.  Thete  Laws  are 
oiven  the  Hebrew  Nation  by  Jehovah,  not 
as  the  Maker  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  but  as 
their  King,  who  had  delivered  them  out  of 
Egyptian  Bondage. 


*  Tria  adeo  fuerunt.  in  quibus  fumma  poteftas  quantam 
nimirum  in  Politicis  obfervare  poffumus,  quam  maxime  eft 
confpicua,  Leges  condere,  Bellum  indicere,  iMagiilratus  Juch- 
ciaque  conllituere  ;  porro  horum  omnium  in  Rep  ib.ica  Ebrao- 
rum,  penes  ipfum  Deum  Arbitnum  fait.  Cwnng™  de  Rtp. 
Ebr<c.  ^.vii.  24c. 
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In  like  manner,  God  publilhes  alfo  the 
Judgments ,  the  political  or  judicial  Laws. 
udnd  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofes ,  thus  Jhalt^xo^ 
thou  fay  unto  the  Children  of  Ifrael.  ThisXXl  22' 
is  a  Preamble  to  the  following  judicial  Laws 
from  Jehovah  to  Mofes ,  and  by  him  to  the 
Hebrew  Nation.  Now  thefe  are  the  Judg¬ 
ments  which  thou  Jbalt  fet  before  them. xx^  x‘ 
This  Authority  of  making  Laws  was  lo 
fully  and  intirely  referved  to  Jehovah  him- 
felf,  as  King  of  Ifrael ,  that  no  Power  was 
allowed  to  any  Magiftrate  or  Court  of  Ifrael , 
cither  to  make  a  new  Law,  or  to  repeal  an 
old  one.  It  was  not  allowed  to  the  Hirh- 
Trieft,  the  Judge,  the  Senate ,  the  Congre-^JT.  IV% 
gation  alfembled  in  full  Parliament,  much 
lefs  was  fuch  Power  lodged  in  the  hands  ofxii‘  32’ 
either  of  them  feparately,  as  has  been  ob- 
ferved  before,  and  as  appears  to  be  a  funda¬ 
mental  Law  of  the  Conftitution. 

Jehovah  moreover  as  King  of  Ifrael. , 
commanded  their  Armies.  The  Tabernacle 
in  the  Camp  was  the  Tent  of  Jehovah  as 

thf  th. r  Cjo<i>  fry*  Mofes, Numbers 

Jtandeth  over  them ;  and  that  thou  goefxiv.  H. 
before  them  by  T> ay -time  in  a  Pillar  of  a 
Cloud \  and  in  a  Pillar  of  Fire  by  Nio-ht. 

This  Glory,  or  Schechinah ,  gave  Orders* for 
their  marching  or  continuing  in  their  Camp : 

For  when  the  Cloud  was  taken  up  from  the  [K  s? 
Tabernacle ,  then  after  that  the  ' Children  ' 

°f  Ifrael  journeyed ,  and  in  the  ‘Place  where 
the  Cloud  abode ,  there  the  Children  of  If 

O  rael 
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rael  pitched  their  Tents  at  the  Command¬ 
ment  of  Jehovah  the  Children  of  Ifrael 
journeyed ,  and  at  the  Commandment  of 
Jehovah  they  pitch'd.  Hence  we  fee  the 
Propriety  and  Beauty  of  thofc  Expreftions 
Numb.  x.  of  Mofes,  And  it  came  to  pafs  when  the 
3S>  36-  jiyfc  'fit  forward ,  that  Mofes  faid ,  Rife 
up  LORE,  and  let  thine  Enemies  be  fcat- 
tered,  and  let  them  that  hate  thee  flee  be¬ 
fore  thee ;  and  when  it  refled  he  ( aid ,  re¬ 
turn ,  0  LORE,  unto  the  many  Thoufands 
of  Ifrael.  It  was  therefore  a  great  Prclump- 
tion  for  the  Army  to  march  without  this 
Direction,  efpecially  againft  it.  Mofes  on 
inch  an  occafion  thus  juftly  cxpoftulatcs : 
xv. 4 1 ,42 .And  Mofes  faid ,  Wherefore  now  do  ye 
tranfgrefs  the  Commandment  of  the  Lord, 
but  it  floall  not  profper  ?  Go  not  up,  for 
the  L^crd  is  not  among  you,  chat  ye  be  not 
(mitten  before  your  Enemies.  This  Obfer- 
vation  alone  is  a  fatisfactory  Reafon  why 
the  Hebrews  were  often  fmitten  before 
their  Enemies,  tho’  Jehovah  was  their  King 
and  General.  A  Circumftance  fome  have 
reprefented,  I  would  hope  thro’  Ignorance 
of  the  true  Reafon,  as  an  unanfwerable  Ob¬ 
jection  to  this  great  Privilege  of  the  Hebrew 
Nation,  that  God  was  their  King  and  Go¬ 
vernor. 

To  give  but  one  In  ft  a  nee  more,  the  Di¬ 
rections  for  the  Siege  of  Jericho,  and  the 
Manner  of  taking  it  at  laft,  which  are  fo 
joih  vi.  largely  related  in  the  Hiftory  of  Jojhua,  arc 
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a  full  Evidence  how  far  the  Oracle  or  Word 
of  Jehovah  directed  their  military  Affairs. 

Finally,  the  Conftitution  of  their  Judges, 
fuperior  and  inferior,  and  the  Cognizance  of 
many  Caufes,  fbmc  in  the  firft  Initancc,  and 
others  on  Appeal,  are  anorher  Branch  of  the 
Sovereignty  of  Jehovah  as  King  of  Ifrael. 

The  Ufe  of  the  Oracle  in  deciding  difficult 
Cafes  in  Law,  is  the  more  obfervable  as  it 
ferves  to  explain  the  Conffitution,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  Appeals.  The  Oracle  thus  decided  Numb.  ix. 
the  Qucffion,  how  Perfons  defiled  by  a  dead  8>  9- 
Body,  were  to  keep  the  Paffover.  Thus  alfo  xx.  7. 
the  Oracle  determined  the  QuePiion ofFcmalc- 
Heireffes,  in  the  cale  of  the  Daughters  of 
Zelophehad.  And  thus,  it  was  the  Oracle^- 34>35- 
or  WORD  of  Jehovah ,  which  declar’d  the 
Punifhmcnt  of  breaking  the  Sabbath.  Hence 
the  lad  Refort  in  Caufes  judiciary  of  greater 
Moment  and  Difficulty  was  in  the  Oracle , 
not  in  the  private  Opinion  of  the  Hirk- 
SPrieft  alone,  or  of  the  Judge  alone,  or°of 
.both  jointly  with  the  Senate ,  unlefs  they 
were  fully  agreed  :  If  a  Difficulty  arofc,  the 
laft  Appeal  was  to  the  Oracle  ;  in  the  Anfwcr 
of  which,  the  High-Pried  did  not  give  his 
private  Judgment,  but  the  Oracle  itfclf  gave 
final  Judgment  in  the  cafe. 

But  how,  you  will  fay,  was  this  Oracle  H,,v  thg 
given ,  which  was  of  fo  high  Authority  in  OracU 
the  Hebrevo  Conffitution  ?  Was  not  this  O- 
racle  after  all  the  High-^Priejl,  who  was  to 
confult  and  report?  Had  he  not  an  Oppor- 
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tunity  either  of  making  or  reporting  Oracles 
in  fuch  manner,  that  a  skilful  Man  had 
great  Advantages,  and  might  draw  to  him- 
ielf  and  the  Church  the  greateft  Authority, 
if  not  the  whole  Power  of  the  Nation  by  it? 
So  tome  Pcrfons  would  teach  you  to  rcafon, 
with  a  Deilgn  you  fhould  conclude,  that  the 
whole  Hebrew  Conftitution  was  a  Trick  of 
worldly  Policy  in  Mofes,  to  invade  the  Li¬ 
berties  of  the  Hebrew  Nation,  to  draw  the 
Power  and  Riches  of  it  into  his  own  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  to  {hare  it  among  the  Prieft- 
hood. 

How  wife,  and  fagacious,  arc  fuch  Con¬ 
jectures  as  thefe?  When,  if  the  High-Prieft 
had  fuch  Opportunities  by  his  Office  of  con- 
i  ulting  the  Oracle ,  as  arc  fuggefted,  would  it 
not  have  greatly  affected  the  Power  and  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Judge ,  that  is,  of  Mofes  and 
his  own  Office,  and  have  barred  his  own  Po- 
fterity  for  ever  from  any  fhare  in  it :  For  his 
own  Poftcrity  could  not  rife  fo  much  as  to 
the  Honour  of  a  Prieft,  much  lefs  to  the 
Dignity  and  Authority  of  an  High-Pricff, 
whatever  that  might  be.  And  would  not 
Mofes  have  been  an  admirable  Politician  in¬ 
deed,  if  he  had  any  Views  of  the  Greatncfs 
of  his  own  Family,  by  one  Conftitution  to 
throw  the  Riches  and  Authority  of  the  Na¬ 
tion  into  the  hands  of  the  Pricfthood,  and 
by  another  Conftitution  to  bar  his  own  Pofte- 
rity  ot  the  Priefthood,  and  thereby  of  all 
fhare  in  the  Riches  or  Power  belonging  to 
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it?  But;  to  leave  thefe  F^efleCtions,  let  it  be 
confidcr  d  how  this  Oracle  was  given,  what 
Concern  the  High-Prieft  had  in  it,  and  ’it  will 
be  fufficient  to  fticw  how  groundlcfs  fuch 
Objections  are,  and  with  what  Wifdom  the 
Oracle  was  made  fo  important  a  Part  of  the 
national  Conftitution. 

.  To  underhand  aright  how  the  Oracle  was  Ue  Oracle 
given,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  obfervc,  it  was  riven  in 
given  in  two  very  different  manners  ,*  in  ^lV''ent 
one  of  which  it  is  proper  yon  fhould  ob  -Onewitb- 
ferve,  the  High-Prieft  could  have  no  fhare  at out  beinz 
all.  This  was  by  a  Voice  from  the  Glory 
or  Schechinah  direCfly  and  immediately,' with-  High- 
out  being  confulted  at  all  j  it  was  the  Schechi- PruJi‘ 
nah  gave  the  Law  on  Mount  Sinai ,  and  CodE  X.  XX  1  , 
fpake  all  thefe  Words ,  faying.  But  then 
the  Oracle  was  given  in  fuch  awful  manner 
as  greatly  affrighted  the  People  j  And  all  the  ,  8j  ,9. 
‘People  faw  the  Thunderings  and  the  Light¬ 
nings,  and  the  Noife  of  the  Trumpet,  and 
the  Mount  ain  fnoaking  ;  ay  id  vs  hen  they  faw 
it,  they  removed,  and  food  afar  of j  and 
they  faid  unto  Mofes ,  fpeak  thou  with  us, 
and  we  will  hear  5  but  let  not  God  fpeak 
with  us,  left  we  die .  In  this  cafe  the  Oracle 
was  heard  by  the  whole  Hebrew  Nation,  and 
its  Voice  was  attended  with  that  awful  So¬ 
lemnity  as  filenced  all  Sufpicion  of  Pricft- 
craft,  and  gave  fuch  Credit  and  Authority 
to  Mofes,  that  it  was  the  unanimous  Deftre 
and  Requeft  of  the  whole  People,  that  they 
might  receive  the  other  Laws  to  be  given 
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by  the  Oracle  from  Mofes ,  who  was  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Commands  of  God  from  the  O- 
racle ,  and  pubiifh  them  to  the  People. 

It  was  at  this  time,  and  in  this  manner, 
the  Oracle  enafted  all  the  Laws  of  the  He¬ 
brew  Government,  at  a  time  when  the  whole 
Hebrew  Nation  had  fo  many,  fo  plain,  fo 
great  Inftanccs  of  the  Prefence  of  Jehovah 
with  them,  and  of  the  Authority  of  Mofes 
to  pubiifh  the  Will  of  God  to  them,  that 
they  could  have  no  reafonable  Doubt  or  Suf- 
picion  concerning  their  Laws,  or  whether 
they  were  really  given  by  his  Oracle. 

It  has  been  obferved  that  thefe  Laws  were 
the  whole  Conftitution  of  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment.  That  they  were  fa  facrcd  that  nei¬ 
ther  were  any  of  them  to  be  repealed,  nor 
were  any  new  Laws  to  be  added  to  them. 
Thus  Jehovah  as  Law-giver,  gave  his  Law, 
by  his  Oracle ,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  High- 
Prieft  had  no  Concern  in  it  at  all ;  and 
therefore,  moll  certainly,  could  make  no  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  it. 

And  hence  too  it  is  obfervable,  that  when 
the  High-Prieft  did  confult  the  Oracle ,  he  had 
no  opportunity  of  making  any  new  Law,  or 
of  repealing  any  Law  already  made  ;  for  the 
Oracle  itfelf  had  previoufiy  forbad  it,  by 
a  fundamental  Law  of  the  Conftitution. 

M'rx  the  What  was  it  then  that  the  Law  intended 
High-  by  directing  the  High-prieft  to  confult  the 
Sw/IT  Grade,  or  to  ask  Counfel  by  Urim  before 
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the  Lord  ?  Which  was  the  fecond  Manner  in 
which  the  Oracle  was  given.  Let  the  Direc¬ 
tion  itfelf  inform  us. 

When  JoJhua  was  appointed  Succeffor  to 
Mofes ,  it  is  directed,  And  he  Jhall  ft and^JJ^ 
before  Eleazar  the  Erie  ft,  who  jhall  ask™'11 ' 21 
Counfel  for  him  after  the  Judgment  of 
Urim  before  the  Lord  5  at  his  Word  Jhall 
they  go  out ,  and  at  his  Word  Jhall  they 
come  in,  both  he  and  all  the  Children  of 
Ifrael  with  him ,  even  all  the  Congregation, 

It  is  not  material  to  our  Enquiry,  what  the 
XJrim  and  Thummim  were.  It  is  fufficient 
to  know'  they  were  fomething  in  the  Bread- 
plate  of  Judgment,  a  Part  of  the  rich  Gar¬ 
ments  of  the  High-Pried  So  the  Law, 

And  thou  Jh alt  put  in  the  Breaft- plate  ofExxxvi[l 
Judgment  the  Urim  and  the  Thummim,  30. 
and  they  (hall be  upon  Aarons  Heart  when 
he  goeth  in  before  the  Lord.  The  High- 
Pried  was  to  wear  the  Urim ,  in  the  Bread- 
Plate  5  but  as  a  learned  Author  *  obferves, 

“  the  Judge  commands  him  to  put  it  on, 

<c  the  Judge  asks  Counfel,  not  the  High- 
<c  Pried;"  (he  means  not  of  his  own  Motion, 
and  for  himfelf,  but  at  Direction  of  the 
Judge,  and  in  his  Name)  “  nor  does  the 
V  High-Pried  anfwer.  He  anfwcrs  by  the 

O4  “  Urim, 

*  Ji*bet  Inaperator  apponere,  confulit  Imperator,  non  con- 
fulit  Pontifex ;  nec  refpondet  Pontifex,  refpondet  per  ful- 
gorem  Urim,  vel  quod  redlius  Deus  ipfe  per  Urim.  Houtuyn 
Monarcbia  Hebraor.  p.  53. 
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Urim,  or  more  properly  God  himfeif  an- 
“  Iwers  by  the  Urim." 

The  Direction  of  the  Law  itfelf  that  Jojhua 
fhould  ftand  before  Eleazar  the  Prieft,  who 
fhall  ask  Counfel  for  him  after  the  Judgment 
ol  Urim  before  the  Lord,  feems  very  plain¬ 
ly  to  intimate,  that  the  Judge,  and  in  like 
manner,  whoever  it  was  for  whom  the  High- 
Prieft  asked  Counfel  by  Urim ,  was  prelent 
with  the  High-Prielf  when  he  confulted  the 
Oracle  :  lor  the  Perfon  for  whom  the  High- 
Prieft  confulted  was  to  ftand  before  the  High- 
Prieft,  as  the  High-Prieft  was  to  ftand  before 
the  Lord  ;  that  is,  as  the  Hebrew  Exprcllion 
to  ftand  before  the  Lord  fignifics,  they  were 
both  of  them  in  Prefence  of  the  Oracle .  So 
that  the  Account  which  the  Talmudijls  give 
of  the  Manner  of  confulting  the  Oracle , 
lee  ms  agreeable  to  the  Truth  of  Hiftory,  and 
in  this  Inftance  to  be  taken  from  it :  “  That 
the  High-Prieft  ftood  with  his  Pace  towards 
the  Ark,  the  Perfon  who  confulted  the 
“  Oracle  ftood  at  his  Back,  and  Paid,  fhall  I 
“  do  this  thing,  or  fhall  I  not  do  it  *? "  And 
Jofephus  obferves  from  this  Circumftance, 
That  as  it  was  lawful  for  any  Perfon  who 
thought  fit  to  be  prefent  when  the  Oracle 
“  was  confulted,  that  was  fufficient  to  re¬ 
move  all  Sufpicion  of  Irnpofture  from  the 
Minds  of  all  thole  who  confulted  it,  and  to 

“  give 

?Wcaus  hoc  Oraculam  confulendi  hie  erat,  Pentifex 
Arcam  verfus  faciem  inflexit.  llle  qui  Oraculum  confuluit 
ei  a  tergo  llem,  dixitque  faciam  hoc'aut  non  faciam.  Otho 

Lexicon  Rabbmicum  Vac.  Urim. 
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/  give  Satisfaction  to  Strangers,  as  well  as 
£  Hebrews*  ” 

The  Manner  in  which  the  Oracle  gave  its  the 
Anfwer,  might  very  eafily  be  underftood,  if fffSfalfe 
we  would  keep  ourfelves  to  the  Hebrew  Hi -wasgiJeu. 
ftory.  It  is  ever  mentioned  in  Scripture,  to 
be  by  a  Voice  and  in  audible  Words  :  When 
the  Law  of  the  ten  Commands  was  given,  it 
is  laid,  God  fpake  all  thefe  JVords,  faying,  f.x  xx.  .i. 
In  the  After-Laws  the  common  Phrafe  is, 

The  Lord  fake,  faying ;  or  asking  Counfel 
at  the  Mouth  of  the  Lord.  There  is  one 
Defcription  of  the  Manner  in  which  the  O- 
racle  gave  its  Anfwer  fo  clear  and  fo  exprefs, 
that  it  fhould  feemto  want  no  other  Explana¬ 
tion  j  and  that  no  Queftion  could  well  re¬ 
main,  concerning  the  Manner  of  it.  AndNamheTS 
when  Mofes  was  gone  into  the  Tabernacle  ViK  89. 
of  the  Congregation  to  fpeak  with  him , 

(that  is,  to  confult  God  by  his  Oracle )  then 
he  heard  the  Voice  of  one  /peaking  unto 
him  from  off  the  Mercy-Seat  that  was 
upon  the  Ark  of  Teftimony  from  between 

the 

*  OjJ fapto9ev  yxp  Trpo'Prtrwv  xaxovpyixu;  xxrsXonrsy  x- 
si  &  t tvs;  towj-oi  yivoivro  -rrxpsyyspsiv  ru  tk 

S’ES  X^lUfJ,XTl  XUTOXpXTOpX  SlVXl  T OV  ■&££)!/  7 TXpx.TVy^X~ 

VSU  T 'ijjJEJ?  XXTSXlTTSV  QTTOTS  SeXwSlSV  XXI  y.7)  TTXpstVXl  XXI 

tW  oux  'Efyaiots  Mov  sivxi  pom  e$s\y<rsv,  xXXx  xxi 
twv  gtvuv  t oij  TTxpxTuy^xvova-iv.  Nam  ea  Veftis,  omnera 
(ub  Prophetias  praetextu  impofturarum  occafionem,  ademiE 
his,  qui  lllo  utebantur,  hberumque  Deo  vel  addle  Sacerdo- 
t'buS  vd  non,  omnibus  &  popularibus,  demonftravit,  &  ex- 
faris  ii  qui  forte  huic  fpedaculo  intervenirent.  So  the  In¬ 
terpreter  of  Jopphus.  J ofephus  Antiq.  /,  3.  10  p.  m  Sq. 
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the  Cherubims ,  and  he  fpake  unto  him . 
When  Mofes  again  confultcd  the  Oracle , 
how  the  Failover  fhould  be  kept  by  thofe 
who  had  been  defiled  by  a  dead  Body,  the 
Anfwer  of  tnc  Oracle  is  thus  exprcfs'd,  And 
the  Lora  fpake  unto  Mofes ,  faying. 

The  fame  Form  of  Exprcflion  was  ufed 
when  the  Oracle  was  confultcd  after  the 
.Death  of  Jofua  5  Then  Ifrael  asked  the 
Lord ,  faying,  who  fall  go  up  for  us  againft 
the  Canaanites ,  firft  to  fight  againft  them  ? 
The  Anfwer  of  the  Oracle  was  returned 
after  this  manner  :  And  Jehovah  faid ',  Ju¬ 
dah  fall  go  up,  behold  I  have  delivered  the 
Land  into  his  hand .  There  is  moreover 
an  Anfwer  of  the  Oracle  to  David,  fo  dif- 
tincl  and  of  fuch  length,  that  there  feems  no 
room  ieft  to  imagine  any  other  way  of  An¬ 
fwer,  than  by  a  Voice,  and  audible  Words  : 
When  David  enquired  of  the  Lord ,  he 
fid,  thou  (halt  not  go  up,  but  fetch  a 
Compafs  behind  them,  and  come  upon  them 
over  againft  the  Mulberry-Trees ,  and  let  it 
be  when  thou  hear  eft  the  Sound  of  a  going 
in  the  top  of  the  Mulberry-Trees,  that  then 
thou  fait  be  (hr  thyfelf:  for  then  fall  the 
Lord  go  out  before  thee ,  to  finite  the  Hoft 
of  the  'Thihftines. 

Hence  it  may  appear,  that  the  common 
Account  of  the  T almudifts  that  the  Oracle 
cave  its  Anfwer  by  fome  inconceivable  Shin- 
fncr  or  Protuberance  of  the  Letters  engrav  d 
on  the  Jewels  of  the  High-priefVs  Breaft-plate, 
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is  as  contrary  to  Scripture,  as  it  is  ridiculous 
and  incredible  in  itfelf j  it  is  indeed  fo  next 
to  impollible,  that  our  judicious  Spencer 
very  truly  faid  of  it,  “  It  is  a  Talmudic  at 
“  Camel,  that  no  one  that  is  in  his  Wits  can 
“  ever  fwallow.”  A  Cenfure  Dr.  Tri- 
deaux*  quotes  with  Approbation. 

Let  us  then  learn  how  the  Oracle ,  when 
confulted,  gave  its  Anfwer,  from  that  learned 
Author  -f-.  “  None  other  (befides  Mofes ) 

was  admitted  to  ask  Counfel  of  God,  but 
through  the  Mediation  of  the  High-Prieft, 
'c  who  in  his  (lead  asked  Counfel  for  him 
by  Urim  and  Thummim,  that  is,  by  pre- 
“lenting  himfelf  with  the  Breaft-plate  on 
u  over  all  his  other  Robes  before  the  Veil, 
tc  exactly  over-againfl  the  Mercy-Seat,  where 
“  the  Divine  Prefence  refled  j  and  when  he 
thus  prefented  himfelf  in  due  manner,  ac- 
/e  cording  to  the  Prefcription  of  the  divine 
il  Law,  God  gave  him  an  Anfwer  in  the 
“  fame  manner  as  he  did  unto  Mofes ,  that  is, 
“  by  an  audible  Voice  from  the  Mercy-Seat. 

....  And  for  this  Reafon  it  is,  that  the 
“  Holy  of  Holies,  the  Place  where  the  Ark 
“  and  the  Mercy-Seat  flood,  from  whence  this 
“  Anfwer  was  given,  is  fo  often  in  Scripture 
called  the  Oracle  j  becaufe  from  thence 
“  the  divine  Oracles  of  God  were  uttered 
forth  to  thofe  that  asked  Counfel  of  him.” 

In 

Prideaux  Conneft.  V.  I.  icci 
Id.  ib.  156. 
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In  this  Oracle  then,  \vc  fee  a  confidcrable 
Part  of  the  Hebrew  Conftitution  to  direct 
the  Counfels  of  the  united  Tribes,  the  poli¬ 
tical  Wifdom  of  which  is  feldom  remarked 
in  the  civil  Government  of  that  Nation. 
There  was  a  Congregation  of  all  Ifrael  or 
Afiembly  of  the  People,  that  all  things  might 
be  done  with  general  Confent  j  there  was  a 
Senate  of  wife  and  able  Perfons,  to  prepare 
things  by  previous  Deliberation  and  Conful- 
tation,  that  things  might  not  be  concluded 
rafhly  in  a  popular  Afiembly,  before  they 
were  maturely  confidcrcd  and  examined  by 
Men  of  Wifdom  and  Experience  j  there  was 
a  judge  to  afiemble  the  States-General  on 
proper  occafions,  to  prefide  in  their  Afiem- 
blies,  and  to  command  the  Armies  of  the 
united  Provinces,  and  to  fee  the  national  Re- 
folutions  duly  executed.  And  finally,  here 
was  an  Oracle  which  was  to  be  confulted  by 
the  High-Prieft  on  great  Occafions,  that  no 
rafh  Refolutions  of  the  People,  Senate  or 
"judge,  might  be  brought  into  execution,  in 
cafes  of  Moment  and  Difficulty  j  but  they 
were  to  ask  Counfel  of  God,  or  to  obtain 
the  Royal  Afient  of  Jehovah  as  King  of  If¬ 
rael,  by  his  Oracle. 

This  was  a  wife  Provifion,  to  preferve  a 
continual  Senfe  in  the  Hebrew  Nation  of 
the  principal  Defign  of  their  Conftitution,  to 
keep  them  from  Idolatry,  and  to  the  Wor¬ 
ship  of  the  one  true  God,  as  their  immediate 
Protector ;  and  that  their  Security  and  Pro- 
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iperity  depended  upon  adhering  to  his  Coun- 
iels  and  Commands.  It  was  a  further  wife 
Provifion  to  redrain  ail  Ambition  and  all 
Rafhnefs,  either  of  Judge,  Senate ,  or  People*, 
and  yet  at  the  fame  time  it  gave  no  dan¬ 
gerous  Authority  to  the  Htgh-Prieft  over 
either  of  them,  for  he  was  to  ask  Counfel 
of  the  Oracle ,  not  of  his  own  Head,  or  for 
himfelf  3  but,  as  he  was  dire&ed,  by  the 
judge  or  forne  other  Magidrate,  for  whom 
he  was  to  ask  Counfel.  The  High-Pried  be¬ 
ing  to  ask  Counfel  only  on  fuch  Qucdions, 
and  to  confult  only  on  fuch  Matters  as  he 
was  directed  to  by  the  Perfons  confulting,  and 
who  were  prefent  with  the  High-Pried  when 
he  asked  Counfel ;  and  who  likely,  as  was 
before  obferv’d,  put  theQuedions  themfelves : 
The  High-Pried  then  could  publifh  no  falfe 
Oracles  in  his  own  Favour,  or  in  Favour  of 
the  Priedhood,  to  enlarge  their  Power  or 
increafe  their  Riches  5  both  which,  by  the  way, 
were  made  impodible  by  the  Conduction, 
even  for  the  Authority  of  the  Oracle.  And 
further,  the  Judge,  the  Senate,  or  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  mud  themfelves  have  prepared  fuch 
a  Quedion  for  the  High-Pried  to  have  put  to 
the  Oracle  5  for  even  an  Oracle  cannot  an- 
fwer  a  Quedion  that  is  never  asked.  When 
then  whatever  was  asked  of  the  Oracle ,  was 
firdcondderedand  refolved upon  by  xhcyudge. 
Senate  or  People,  the  Quedion  to  be  pro- 
poled  by  the  High-Pried  mud  be  previoudy 
pafsd  by  their  Advice  and  Content,  So  that 

the 
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the  High-Pridt  in  this  cafe  was  fo  far  from 
having  a  dangerous  Power  put  into  his  hands, 
of  impofing  upon  the  Judge,  Senate,  or  Peo¬ 
ple,  by  falfe  Oracles  or  forged  Revelations 
in  his  own  Favour,  againft  the  Liberties  of 
the  Nation  or  the  Government,  that  lie  could 
not  put  any  Qucftion  to  the  Oracle ,  but 
what  was  previously  rcfolved  upon  and  put 
into  his  hands  by  thofc  very  Pcrfons  whom 
he  is  very  ignorantly  or  very  unjuftly  fup- 
pofed  by  this  Constitution  enabled  to  im- 
pofc  upon.  This  is  a  Suppofttion  as  ground- 
lefs  and  unreafonable,  with  what  Confidence 
foever  it  is  afferted,  as  to  fuppofc,  that  when 
our  Acts  of  ‘Parliament  have  pafs’d  both 
Houles,  and  arc  offered  to  the  Royal  A  lien  t, 
the  Perlon  who  prefents  them  to  the  King, 
or  returns  the  King’s  Anfwcr,  has  a  Power 
of  forging  what  Laws  and  impofing  on  the 
Nation  what  Acts  of  Parliament  he  plealcs. 

A  modern  Author  *,  for  what  Reafons  I 
fay  not,  has  moft  unaccountably  mifre- 
prefented  the  true  Cafe  of  this  Oracle . 

The  Oracle ,  the  dernier  Rcfort,  he  fays, 
“  was  the  Voice  of  the  High-PrieSt,  who 
“  when  he  was  cloathed  in  his  Pontificals 
“  bus ,  it  was  prefumed  he  could  neither  be 
“  miltaken  himfelf,  nor  impofe  upon  others ; 
cc  or  that  on  thefc  Occafions,  he  was  both 
“  infallible  and  impeccable ;  or  that  his. 
ec  Voice  or  oracular  Decifion,  was  the  un- 
<c  doubted  organized  Voice  of  God  .... 


*  Moral  Philof.  V.  I  272. 
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£‘  He  might  alter,  he  adds,  his  natural  Tone, 
s<  Air  and  Adion,  to  humour  the  Conceit, 
£c  that  he  was  under  a  fupernatural  divine 
“  Impreflion.” 

Where,  think  you,  could  our  Author  find 
fuch  an  Account  of  the  Oracle  ?  In  the 
whole  of  which  there  is  not  one  Circum- 
ftance  of  Truth,  every  Part  of  it  is  not  only 
groundlefs,  but  diredly  contrary  to  the 
Defcription,  and  Ufe  of  it,  in  the  Hebrew 
Hiftory.  The  Oracle ,  the  dernier  Rcfort, 
he  fays,  was  the  Voice  of  the  Priefi :  Who, 
I  bcfeech  you,  told  him  fo  ?  The  whole  Hi¬ 
ftory  is  pofitive  the  Oracle  was  the  Voice  of 
Jehovah  to  the  High-Prieft,  or  rather  to 
the  Perfon  who  asked  Counfel  of  the  Oracle 
by  the  High-Prieft.  The  utmoft  that  can 
ever  be  fuppofed  of  the  Voice  of  the  High- 
Prieft,  is,  that  tiie  High-Prieft  reported  what 
he  heard  from  the  Oracle.  But  whoever 
examines  with  due  Attention  the  Manner 
in  which  the  Oracle  gave  its  Anfwers,  will 
have  great  reafon  to  quefion  at  leaf ,  whe¬ 
ther  the  High-Prieft  did  fo  much  as  report 
the  Oracle  ?  We  have  feen  that  the  Perfon 
who  confulted  the  Oracle  by  the  High-Prieft, 
flood  before  the  High-Prieft  when  he  flood 
before  the  Lord ;  that  is,  they  were  together 
in  the  Prefence,  when  the  Oracle  was  con¬ 
fulted.  We  have  feen  that  the  Oracle  was 
a  diftind  audible  Voice  from  the  Prefence, 
'which  therefore  it  is  moft  highly  probable, 
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the  Pcrfon  who  asked  Counfel,  heard  plainly" 
and  diftin&ly  himfelf :  For  our  Author,  I 
prefume,  will  not  deny,  that  a  Lay-Mail 
may  have  as  good  Ears  as  a  Trie  ft  what 
need  then  for  the  High-Prieft  to  report  an 
Oracle  to  one  who  had  heard  it  himfelf? 

As  the  Pcrfon  who  confulted  was  with  the 
High-Prieft  in  the  Prefence,  and  the  Voice  of 
the  Oracle  muft  have  been  loud  enough  to 
be  heard  from  the  Holy  of  Holies  5  for  the 
High-Prieft  did  not  confult  in  the  Holy  of 
Holies,  it  being  unlawful  for  him  to  enter 
into  that  moft  holy  Place,  above  once  a  Year ; 
what  Doubt  can  there  be,  whether  a  Perfon 
who  was  with  the  High-Prieft,  tho’  fomewhat 
behind  him,  might  hear  luch  a  Voice,  as  well 
as  the  High-Prieft  himfelf? 

“  When  the  High-Prieft,  he  fays,  was 
“  clothed  in  his  Tontificalibiis ,  it  was  pre- 

fumed,  he  could  be  neither  miftaken  in 
“  himfelf,  nor  impofc  upon  others  ;  or  that 
“  on  thefe  occafions,  he  was  both  abfolutely 
“  infallible ,  and  impeccable  5  or  that  his 
fC  Voice  or  oracular  Decifton,  was  the  un- 
<c  doubted  and  organized  Voice  of  God  ?  ^ 
But  who  arc  they  who  thus  prefume  ?  Who¬ 
ever  they  are,  they  prefume  much  more  than 
becomes  them.  Thefe  are  Prefumptions  not 
•only  without  all  Foundation  of  Reafon,  but 
againft  the  plaincft  and  the  ftrongeft:  Evi¬ 
dence  to  the  contrary. 
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The  High-Pried  is  never  once  prefum’d  to 
be  fo  perfed  a  Man,  that  he  could  be  neither 
miftaken  himfelf,  nor  impofe  upon  others 
nor  was  .  there  the  lead  Need  he  fhould 
be  either  infallible  or  impeccable  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions.  For  in  truth,  in  confulting  the  O- 
racle,  the  Anfwer  no  ways  depended  upon 
any  perfonal  Abilities  of  the  High-Pried  :  If 
he  had  Underdanding  enough  to  ask  a  Que- 
dion,  which  was  put  into  his  hands  by  o- 
thers  to  ask,  if  he  had  Senfe  enough  to  re¬ 
port  an  Anfwer,  it  was  as  much  as  was  need¬ 
ful  for  any  Part  he  had  in  asking  Counfel 
of  the  Oracle.  Who  ever  prefumed  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  or  Clerk  of  Parlia- 
ment  infallible  or  impeccable,  becaufe  one 
reads  the  Titles  of  the  Bills  offered  to  the 
Royal  Affent,  and  the  other,  according  to 
■  Indrudions  from  the  King,  pronounces  the 
i  Royal  Affent  ? 

/  EveiT  Circumdance  then  of  his  Account 
|[-  appears  to  be  his  own  groundiels  Prefump- 
'  tion,  manifcdly  contrary  to  the  whole  Ac¬ 
count  the  Hebrew  Hidory  gives  of  it.  The 
Reader  perhaps  will  obferve  the  Morality  of 
I  falsifying  fo  many  Fads,  in  order  to  find  an 
occafton  to  reded  on  one  Part  of  the  He- 
,  brew  Conditution. 

The  High-Pried,  he  adds,  might  alter  his 
I  natural  Tone ,  Airy  and  Aft  ion  5  but,  I  pray, 
f  for  what  end  or  purpofe,  fhould  he  go 
about  to  do  either?  Why,  to  humour ,  our 
*  fays^  the  Conceit  that  he  was  under 
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a  fupernatural  and  divine  Imprefllon.  What ! 
rnuft  the  High-Prieft  take  fo  much  pains  to 
humour  a  Conceit,  which  no  Man  could  have 
from  the  Conftitution  ?  This  is  another  of 
our  Authors  own  Conceits,  and  full  out  as 
groundlefs  as  the  reft. 

The  Hiah-Prieft  was  never  underftood  to 
be  under  any  fupernatural  or  divine  Im- 
preflion.  It  is  poftible,  our  Author  might 
take  his  Conceit  from  the  Sibylline  Oracles, 
and  miftook  the  Defcription  of  an  Heathen 
Poet  for  Hebrew  Hiftory. 

Struggling  in  vain ,  impatient  of  her  Load, 
And  labour  ingunderne  at  h  the  pond  rous  God, 
The  more  foe  fttove  to  Jhake  him  from  her 
Breajl , 

With  more ,  and  far  fhperior  Force  he  prefs’d. 
Commands  his  Entrance ,  and  without 
Controul , 

Ufurps  her  Organs ,  and  in fp ires  her  Soul*. 

Thus  Virgil  beautifully  deferibes  the  O- 
racle  of  the  Sibyl,  according  to  the  Heathen 
Notions  5  but  the  Hebrew  Oracle  was  not 
lb,  far  different  is  the  Account  of  it  in  the 
Hebrew  Hiftory,  God  is  nowhere  reprefented 
as  ufurping  the  Organs,  or  infpiring  the  Soul 
of  the  High-Prieft.  The  High-Prieft  only  asks 
aQueftion,  before  the  Prefence,  over  the  Mer¬ 
cy-feat, 

*  Virg.  JEn.  Dryden  1.  vi.  120. 
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cy-fear,  and  receives  an  Anfwer  from  thence 
in  a  plain  audible  Voice. 

Our  Author*  has  another  Prefumption,  in 
which  however  he  may  have  been  mif-ledby 
the  fabulous  Chronology  of  the  Egyptians: 
“  Whde  this  People  (the  Jews,  he  fays)  were 
;  ln  Egypf,  they  had  been  much  amazed 
w  and  h.irprifed  with  the  infallible  Declara¬ 
tions  and  Decifioiis  of  Jupiter  Hammon ." 
This  Prefumption  is  intended  to  introduce 
another  Conceit,  that  the  Oracle  oi  Jeho¬ 
vah  was  an  Imitation  of  the  Oracle  of  Ju¬ 
piter  Hammon  ;  but  it  happens  in  fad  un- 
rowardly  for  both  Conceits,  that  Jupiter 
Hammon  was  not  born  till  above  four  hun¬ 
dred  Years  after  the  Jews  came  out  of  E- 
gypt-  The  true  Chronology  of  Egypt  rc- 
ftored  by  the  illuftrious  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  f, 
places  Hammon  King  of  Egypt  about  one 
thoufand  and  thirty-four  Years  before  the 
Biith  of  Chrift ;  that  is,  in  the  times  of 
aJavid,  above  four  hundred  and  fifty  Years 
after  the  Law  of  Mofes. 

You  may  further  fee  the  Judgment  of  that 
illuftrious  Author  J,  concerning  the  Original 
of  Heathen  Oracles.  “  The  Year  before 
Chrift  1002,  Sefac  reigns  in  Egypt ; 

“  he  ej-'eded  Temples  and  Oracles  to  his  Fa- 
“  ther>  ^  Thebes ,  Ammonia, ,  and  Mthio- 
“  Pia>  and  thereby  caufed  his  Father  to  be 

P  2  “  wor- 

*  Moral  Philof.  Vol.  I.  268. 

+  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  fhort  Chronicle. 

I-  Herod  II.  Newton.  Empire  of  Egypt,  zoy. 
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“  worfhippcd  as  a  God  in  thofc  Gountrics  > 
“  and,  I  think  alfo,  in  Arabia  Felix.  And 
“  this  was  the  Original  of  the  Worfhip  of 
“  Jupiter  Ammon ,  and  the  firft  mention 
“  of  Oracles  1  meet  with  in  profane  Hiftory.” 
And  clfewhere  he  fuppofes,  “  The  Greeks  in 
<e  their  Oracles  imitated  the  Egyptians ,  for 
“  the  Oracle  of  cDodona  was  the  oldeft  in 
“  Greece ,  and  was  fet  up  by  an  Egyptian 
“  Woman,  after  the  Example  of  the  Oracle 
“  of  Jupiter  Ammon  at  Thebes It  is  true, 
this  Error  of  our  Author  is  only  an  Error  in 
Chronology  j  but  as  it  is  an  Error  all  Pre- 
fumption,  and  Conceits  founded  upon  it,  muff 
be  erroneous  too,  andfhould  teach  his  Readers 
caution  never  to  take  his  bare  W ord  without 
very  fufficicnt  Vouchers. 

Upon  this  Plan  of  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment,  taken  from  the  Laws  and  Hiftory  of 
the  Hebrews  themfelves,  a  few  eafy  Reflec¬ 
tions  will  iay  a  Foundation  to  anfwer,  the 
Objeftions  with  fo  much  Aflurance  made  to 
the  Equity  and  Wifdom  of  it.  They  will 
appear  to  be  founded  on  grofs  Ignorance 
of  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  or  on  a  very  un¬ 
fair  or  falfe  Reprefentation  of  it.  It  is  a 
fhrewd  Sign  of  a  very  bad  Caufe,  that  it 
ftands  in  need  of  fo  much  Falfhood  and  For¬ 
gery  to  fupport  it. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

That  the  Conft  nation  of  the  Hebrew 
Government  was  a  ftanding  Con¬ 
futation  of  Idolatry  in  a  vifible 
P rote 81  ion  of  the  Hebrew  Nation, 
giving  it  Pojfeffon  of  the  Lands  of 
the  idolatrous  Canaanites,  ft hewing 
God's  immediate  Hand  in  parti¬ 
cular  Providence  ;  and  that  God 
had  not  left  the  Government  of  the 
IForld  in  the  hands  of  Daemons, 
or  inferior  Beings ,  whom  the  idola¬ 
trous  IF or  Id  worJJjipped  as  Gods  ; 
proving  Jehovah  the  one  true  God 
fuperior  to  all  the  Gods  in  which 
the  idolatrous  Nations  t rafted : 
That  it  was  very  fit  to  punifh  the 
idolatrous  Canaanites  by  the  He¬ 
brews,  as  a  Nation  owning  the 
one  true  God  ;  and  finally,  that  a 
Toleration  of  Idolatry  in  the  Holy 
Land,  was  abfolutely  inconftftent 
b*  3  with 
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with  the  principal  Defegns  and 
wife  Intentions  of  the  Conflitution . 

THE.  particular  Wifdom  of  every  Condi- 
tution,  is  ro  be  lcarn’d  from  the  par¬ 
ticular  Defign  and  Intention  of  it ;  the  He¬ 
brew  Government  was  not  a  meet*  civil  Po¬ 
lity,  in  which  care  was  taken  only  of  the 
civil  Liberty,  Peace  and  Profperity  of  the 
Nation.  One  principal  Intention  of  this 
Government,  as  we  have  already  feen,  was 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  fwift  Progrefs  of  IcIgt 
latry ,  which  had  well  nigh  overfpread  all  the 
World,  and  to  which  the  Hebrew  Nation 
was  very  much  inclined.  Idolatry  was  an  Evil 
of  fuch  Nature,  as  not  only  greatly  weakned 
all  Principles  of  Religion  and  Virtue,  but 
greatly  encouraged  and  recommended  all 
manner  of  Vice  and  Wickedncfs  in  ‘Prin¬ 
ciples  and  Practice.  It  taught  Men  to  imi¬ 
tate  the  Gods,  they  worfhip'd,  in  the  word 
Crimes  of  Intemperance,  Lafcivioufnefs,  and 
Sins  againd  Nature,  and  hallowed  Murder  as 
one  of  the  mod  facred  Rites  of  religious 
Worfhip,  teaching  no  Sacrifices  were  fo  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  Gods  as  human.  It  was  a 
Defign  then  worthy  the  Wifdom  and  the 
Goodnefs  of  the  great  Governor  of  the  World, 
to  find  out  fome  proper  way  to  dop  this 
fpreading  Evil,  and  to  preferve  as  the  great 
Blellings  of  the  World  the  Knowledge  of  the 
one  only  true  God,  and  of  the  Obedience 
due  to  him,  the  only  true  Religion,  the 
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beft  Principles  of  Virtue  and  of  moral  Good¬ 
nefs,  of  the  Peace,  Order  and  Happinefs  of 
Society,  as  well  as  of  the  Profperity  and  Hap¬ 
pinefs  of  private  Perfons. 

This  we  have  feen  was  the  firft  Intention 
of  this  Conftitution,  and  in  order  to  it,  one 
main  Defign  which  runs  thro’  the  whole 
of  it,  is  to  keep  the  Hebrew  Nation  a 
diftindt  People,  feparate  from  all  idolatrous 
Nations,  and  idolatrous  Cuftoms,  fo  far  as 
any  Part  of  this  Conftitution  anfwers  this 
Defign,  fo  far  the  Wifdom  of  it  will  appear, 
either  as  neceftary  or  ufeful  to  promote  the 
general  Intention  of  the  whole  Conftitu¬ 
tion. 

If  we  confider  the  Parts  of  the  Hebrew 
Conftitution  in  this  View,  how  many  Ob¬ 
jections  to  the  Wifdom  or  Goodnefs  of 
them  will  immediately  difappear  ? 

How  many  Cavils  are  there  raided  againft 
the  Laws,  which  forbid  idolatrous  Cuftoms 
and  Ufages?  when  nothing  Pure  could  be 
more  realbnable  or  wife,  than  to  prohibit 
all  fuch  idolatrous  Cuftoms  in  a  Conftitu¬ 
tion,  the  principal  Deftgn  of  which  was  to 
prevent  Idolatry .  Confider  the  whole  Con¬ 
ftitution  in  the  fame  View,  as  a  Handing 
Confutation  of  Idolatry,  and  it  will  equally 
and  as  plainly  fhew  the  Wifdom  and  the 
Goodnefs  of  it. 

Here  is  then  a  Conftitution  founded  on 
the  Authority  of  Jehovah.  He  is  the  foie 
Lawgiver  of  that  Nation,  he  forms  all  th^ 
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Parts  of  their  Conftitution,  he  condefcends 
himfelf  to  become  their  King  and  chief  Go¬ 
vernor,  on  their  receiving  him  as  the  only 
true  God,  and  putting  themfelves  folely  un¬ 
der  his  Prote&ion,  renouncing  all  ’TOremon 
Protectors  and  Truft  in  Idols.  Jehovah 
promifes  them  a  pleafant  Land  to  inhabit, 
he  brings  them  into  that  promis'd  Land,  and 
fettles  them  in  it ;  they  hold  it  of  Jehovah , 
as  his  Gift ;  he  drives  out  the  Canaamtes 
before  them  for  their  abominable  Wicked- 
nefs,  the  Fruits  in  great  mealure  of  their  I- 
dolatry;  he  blefles  this  Nation  in  the  Land 
he  gave  them  with  Liberty,  Plenty,  Peace 
and  Profperity,  as  they  keep  his  Covenant , 
but  when  they  break  it,  he  permits  their  E- 
nemies  to  afflict  and  opprefs  them.  Thus  a 
Nation  is  fet  up  to  the  View  of  the  World 
fin  all  in  itfelf,  and  weak  in  comparifon  of 
the  great  and  powerful  Empires  which  arofe 
in  its  Neighbourhood.  The  Egyptians,  Af 
fyrians ,  Babylonians ,  Medes ,  Berfians ,  and 
Greeks ,  all  rofe,  and  ail  fell  one  after  ano¬ 
ther  5  when  this  little  Kingdom,  tho'  lur- 
rounded  every  way  by  them,  law  them  rife, 
and  outlived  their  Fall.  They  futFc red  in¬ 
deed  fometimes  feverely,  for  their  Corrup¬ 
tion  of  the  original  Conftitution  of  their 
Government  and  Religion  ;  yet  ftill  they  con¬ 
tinued  their  diftincl  Government,  Laws  and 
Religion  for  above  fourteen  hundred  Years  ; 
a  much  longer  time  than  any  known  Em¬ 
pire  or  Kingdom  of  the  World,  if  we  fet 
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afide  the  fabulous  Stories  of  the  AJfyrian  and 
Egyptian  Empires,  and  keep  to  historical 
Truth.  This  Nation  was  moreover  placed 
in  fuch  a  Situation,  as  to  be  known  to  all 
the  great  Empires  of  the  World,  attempted 
by  them  all,  and  yet  protected  againft  them 
all,  by  the  Power  of  Jehovah  as  the  only 
true  God,  often  with  viSible  Marks  of  his  im¬ 
mediate  Prote&ion  and  moft  wonderful 
Works  of  his  Power, 

This  Standing  Example  of  Providence  Hebrew 
Struck  at  the  very  Foundations  of  Idolatry  Govem- 
and  idolatrous  Worfhip,  and  to  all  who 
would  obferve  it  was  Sufficient  to  Shew  how  tStftbe 

weak  and  falfe  all  TruSts  in  the  Idols  Gf Princ¥es 
the  Heathens  were.  of  idolatry. 

The  World  might  fee  in  this  constant 
Example  of  the  Hebrew  Nation,  it  was 
a  groundlefs  and  falfe  Imagination,  that 
the  fupreme  God  had  left  the  Difpofai  of 
particular  Events  relating  to  Mens  Lives  or 
Fortunes  to  inferior  Beings.  It  might  ob¬ 
ferve,  that  the  BleSlings  of  long  Life,  Health, 

Plenty,  Victory,  and  fuch  temporal  Advan¬ 
tages  as  they  look’d  for  from  the  Favour 
and  Protection  of  their  Idol  Gods,  were  in¬ 
deed  referved  by  Jehovah  the  one  true  God 
in  his  own  hands.  A  constant  Admonition 
to  all  Men  to  truit  alone  in  Jehovah ,  and 
not  in  lying  Vanities  5  the  Idols  to  whom 
they  facrificed,  whofe  Protection  and  Favour 
they  endeavour  d  to  obtain,  not  only  by  Silly 
and  ridiculous  Ceremonies ,  but  by  immoral 

and 
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and  wicked,  mod  inhuman  and  abominable 
Rites. 

Here  was  a  conftant  Example  to  fhew  the 
Power  of  Jehovah  the  one  true  God  was 
fupreme,  in  fact  fupcrior  to  the  Powers  of 
any  whom  the  idolatrous  Nations  worfhip- 
pcd  as  Gods.  Thus  when  Jehovah  brought 
Ifrael  out  of  Egypt ,  with  an  high  Hand 
and  an  out-ftretched  Arm,  when  the  W alls  of 
Jericho  fell  down  in  fo  wonderful  manner, 
how  natural  was  it  not  only  for  the  Hebrews 
but  for  all  others  to  wham  the  Knowledge 
of  thefe  things  fhould  come,  to  fay.  There 
is  none  among  the  Gods  like  unto  Jehovah  ? 
Or,  to  ufe  the  Words  of  the  Pfalmift,  we 
Ffaim  cii.  may  reafon  with  him,  So  the  Heathen  Jhall 
is-  fear  the  Name  of  the  Lord  [Jehovah),  and 
all  the  Kings  of  the  Earth  bis  Glory .  Let 
a  particular  Inftance  explain  this  Realon  a- 
gainft  Idolatry ,  and  fhew  the  Strength  and 
thereby  the  Wifdom  of  it,  as  a  handing  Con¬ 
futation  of  Idolatry. 

When  Sennacherib  King  of  AJfyria  in¬ 
vaded  Hezekiah  King  of  Judah ,  he  fends  a 
2  Kings  Meflage  to  Hezekiah  to  this  effect :  Let 
xixac--\2  n0t  thy  Godin  whom  thou  truftefi  deceive 
thee.  Have  the  Gods  of  the  Nations  de¬ 
livered  them ,  which  my  Fathers  have  de¬ 
frayed?  How  dees  Hezekiah  reafon  on  tills 
Meflage  from  an  idolatrous  King,  and  in 
Reproach  of  his  own  Truft  in  Jehovah  the 
17.18,15.  God  of  Ifrael?  Of  a  truth ,  Lord,  the 
Kings  of  AJfyria  have  defiroyd  the  Nations-, 

{or 
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(or  the  Heathen )  and  their  Lands ,  and  have 
caft  their  Gods  into  the  Fire  j  for  they 
were  no  Gods ,  but  the  Work  of  Mens  Hands, 

Wood  and  Stone  j  therefore  they  have  de~ 
ftroyed  them.  Now  therefore,  O  LORD 
our  God ',  I  befeech  thee  fave  'thou  us  out 
of  his  hand,  that  all  the  Kingdoms  of 
the  Earth  may  know  that  thou  art  the 
LORE)  God,  even  thou  only. 

What  followed  upon  this  Prayer  of  He- 
zekiah,  and  his  Truft  in  Jehovah  the  God 
of  Ifrael,  as  the  only  God  ?  Ifaiah  was  fent 
to  promife  Hezekiah,  that  God  would  de¬ 
liver  him  from  all  the  formidable  Power  of 
the  King  of  Affyria,  and  defend  Jerufalem 
to  fave  it.  And  accordingly  it  came  to  pafs  z  Kings 
that  Night,  that  the  Angel  of  the  Lord xix  34°35* 
went  out,  and  frnote  in  the  Camp  of  the 
Affyrians  an  hundred  f our f core  arid  five 
thoufand  3  and  when  they  arofe  early  in 
the  Morning,  behold  they  were  all  dead 
Corpfes.  Thus  God  declared  his  Glory  a- 
mong  the  Heathen,  his  Wonders  among  all 
the  Eeople.  This  fliewed,  Jehovah  is  great,  Pfal-  xcvL 
and  greatly  to  be  praifed,  that  he  is  to  be  3,^5. 
feared  above  all  Gods ;  for  all  the  Gods 
of  the  Nations  are  Idols ,  but  the  LORE) 
made  the  Heavens.  This  declares  among  ie. 
the  Heathen,  that  the  LORE)  reigneth. 

When  it  was  no  wonder  the  Kings  of  Affy¬ 
ria  fhould  deftroy  the  Lands  of  the  Heathen 
Nations,  together  with  their  Gods ;  becaufe 
they  were  Idols,  vain  Objects  of  Truft,  and  no 
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Gods :  yet  Jehovah ,  as  God  and  Protestor 
of  Ifrael ,  is  able  to  fave  them ;  for  in  one 
Night  he  can  cut  off  the  whole  Force  of  the 
mod:  powerful  Enemies  of  his  People. 

Thus  far,  it  may  be,  you  perceive  without 
any  difficulty,  the  Wifdom  of  the  Hebrew 
Conffitution,  as  a  Prefervative  againft  Ido¬ 
latry ,  and  as  a  handing  Confutation  of 
it. 

But  lome  will  hill  fay,  why  muft  the  Ca- 
naanites  be  driven  out  of  their  Country, 
be  depriv’d  of  their  juft  Property  and  LB 
berty,  by  a  People  who  had  no  pretences 
to  damage  'them,  either  in  their  Eftates  or 
Perfons?  The  Hebrews ,  ionic  fay,  had  no 
right  at  all  to  moleft  the  Canaanites ;  and 
it  was,  they  add,  a  manifeft  Violation  of  the 
nioft  facred  Rules  of  JuJtice ,  for  the  He¬ 
brews  to  take  away  the  Eftates  and  Lives  of 
the  Canaanites ,  who  had  never  injured  the 
Ifraelites ,  or  given  them  the  leaft  juft  Rea- 
fon  to  declare  War,  and  invade  them  in  an 
hoftile  manner. 

So  this  Cafe  is  commonly,  but  very  un¬ 
fairly  put ;  for  it  is  no  Part  of  the  Queftion 
what  Right  the  Hebrews  had  to  difpoifefs 
the  Canaanites  of  their  Land,  nor  whether 
they  had  in  themfelvcs  any  Right  at  all.  The 
foie  Queftion  is,  Whether  God,  as  fupreme 
Governor  of  the  World,  had  a  Right  to  pu- 
nifh  the  Wickednefs  of  the  Canaanites , 
when  their  Iniquities  were  full ;  or  whether 
thejuftice  of  Government  will  juftify  fuch 
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Forfeitures  and  Penalties,  as  the  Canadnites 
were  punifhed  with,  by  exprefs  Command 
of  God,  for  their  great  and  abominable 
Crimes,  and  as  a  People  paft  all  hopes  of 
Amendment  \  The  abominable  Crimes  of 
the  Canaanites  were  proved  by  fuch  open 
and  notorious  A£ts  of  Wickcdnefs,  as  no 
Pretences  to  Freedom  of  Thought  or  Li¬ 
berty  of  Confcience  could  juftify,  or  were 
allowed  to  juftify,  in  any  well-order’d  Go¬ 
vernment  in  the  World.  If  Murder,  if  Sins 
againft  Nature,  are  juftly  punifhable,  what¬ 
ever  Principles  they  may  proceed  from,  if  the 
wifeft  Lawgivers  have  made  fuch  Crimes  ca- 
pital,  can  the  fupreme  Lawgiver  and  Judge 
of  the  Earth  be  hindered  or  barred  by  fu- 
ftice  from  punifhing  what  every  lawful  Go¬ 
vernment  has  a  right  to  punilh  by  Ju- 
ftice. 

One  great  End  of  Punifhments,  and  which 
fhews  the  wife  and  neceffary  Ufe  of  them  in  Wi/dom  of 
Government,  is  to  make  great  Gffenders/’f^”*? 
Examples ,  to  deter  others  rrom  doing  theanitesy-flr 
like  Evils,  that  others  may  learn  to  fear  like  their 
Punifhment  for  like  Offences ;  a  wife  andCr;;'^' 
good  Defign  to  prevent  the  huge  Mifchiefs, 
vicious  and  ill-difpofed  Minds  would  finely 
produce  without  fuch  Reftraints. 

Who  can  reafonably  think,  or  affert,  that 
the  Juftice  of  Government  forbids  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  World  to  take  away  the  Life 
of  a  very  wicked  Man,  whofe  Life  would  be 
forfeited  to  the  Juftice  of  every  Civil  Go¬ 
vernment  } 
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vernment >  or  that  it  would  be  unjuft  for 
God  to  cut  off  fuch  a  Perfon  in  the  midft  of 
his  Days,  by  fomc  untimely  Death  ;  whom 
the  Juftice  of  the  fmalleft  City,  or  civil 
Community,  might  condemn  to  lofe  their 
Lives  by  the  hands  of  a  common  Execu¬ 
tioner. 

Many,  I  hope,  who  ufe  fuch  Arguments 
as  thefe,  are  ignorant  of  the  Confequences 
of  them.  They  do  not  perceive  it  may  be, 
that  if  it  be  contrary  to  Juftice  for  God  to 
Dunifti  the  Unrighteoufnefs  of  wicked  Men, 
by  a  Forfeiture  of  the  Blclllngs  of  prefent 
Life,  it  will  be  full  out  as  unjuft  for  God  to 
punifh  any  wicked  Man,  or  any  Wickcdnefs 
of  Men  at  all :  So  that  the  moft  wicked  Men 
and  greateft  Offenders  againft  the  Laws  of 
moral  Righteoufnefs,  Virtue  and  Goodnefs, 
have  no  reafon  to  fear  any  Puniftiment  at 
the  hands  of  God  at  all.  And  this  too,  which 
fare  feerns  fomewhat  ftrange,  from  the  Laws 
of  [uftice  and  moral  Government,  which  de¬ 
clare  them  to  be  Crimes  fit  to  be  reftrain  d, 
and  therefore  worthy  of  Punifhment.  Such. 
Aflertions  do  not  only  eppofe  all  Revelation, 
but  moreover  what  are  ufually  accounted  the 
allowed  Principles  of  cDeifm.  A  noble  Au¬ 
thor  reprefents  it,  “  As  a  Doflrine  taught  by 
“  all  the  eminent  Philofophers  among  the 
“  Heathen  from  the  common  Principles  of 
“  moral  Philofophy,  that  nothing  is  more 
“  agreeable  to  the  Divine  Nature,  than  that 
<c  God  fhould  reward  Good  with  Good,  and 

“  Evil 
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“  Evil  with  Evil.  And  Ence  they  obferv’d, 

“  that  fometimes  good  Men  were  afflided, 

X£  and  wicked  Men  profperous  in  this  Life, 

££  they  concluded  with  molt  certain  Evi- 
££  dence  from  the  Juflice  and  Goodnefs  of 
££  God,  there  was  a  Reward  for  the  Good 
££  and  a  Punifhment  for  the  Wicked  ap- 
££  pointed  them  after  this  Life  $  for  other- 
“  wife  there  could  be  no  reafonable  Account 
££  given,  either  of  the  divine  Juflice  or  Good- 
££  nefs 

To  fet  afide  thefe  fo  generally  receiv’d  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  moral  ‘Philofophy ,  as  well  as  all 
Authority  of  Revelation ,  is  to  run  through 
‘ Deifm  into  downright  Atheifm ,  to  aflign 
all  Events  either  to  Fate  and  Neceffity,  or 
to  unguided  Chance ,  which  is  the  fame 
thing  as  to  afcribe  all  Effeds  to  no  Caufe 
at  all ;  on  which  Suppofition  it  is  nonfenfe 
to  talk  of  Juflice,  Goodnefs,  or  any  other 
moral  Perfedion  or  Adion  whatfoever. 

It 


*  Et  quidem  premium  bonis,  &  iupplicium  mails,  vel  in 
hac  vita,  vel  poll  hanc  vitam  dari  ftatuebant  Gentiles,  utrum- 
que  ex  juftitia  &  bonitate  divina  colligentes,  quae  fumma 
Dei  Opt.  Max.  attributa  ab  illis  agnita  fuiffe,  cundta  aperte 

clamant  veterum  teftimonia . Nihil  mage  congruum 

naturae  divinae  efle  docuerunt,  turn  Philofophorum,  turn  Theo- 
logorum  Gentilium  prascipuorum  Scholae,  quam  ut  bona 
bonis,  mala  malis  remetiretur  Deus  ....  Caeterum  quum 
id  quoque  cernerent,  quemadmodum  viri  boni  calamitatibus 
miferiifque  opprefli  heic  jacerent,  mali  improbique  e  contra 
lautitiis  omnibus  affluerent,  certilfimis  ex  juftitia  bonitateque 
divina  argumentis  deduftis,  bonis  poll  hanc  vitam  prasmium 
condignum  malis  pcenam  dari  credebant ;  fecus  enim  ft  eflet, 
nullam  neque  juftitiae,  neque  bonitatis  divina;  rationem 
conftare  pofle.  Herbert  dt  Relig.  Gentil.  f.  274,  275. 
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It  defervcs  further  to  be  conftdcrcd,  that 
if  it  be  unjuft  to  reftrain  Men  of  any  Li¬ 
berties,  or  to  punifh  them  for  any  Abufe  of 
them;  fo  that  'Juft ice  forbids  God  himfelf 
to  punifh  any  with  Forfeiture  of  Eftate  or 
Life,  whatever  they  do ;  what  Rights  then 
can  any  Men  have  to  punifh  their  Fellow- 
Creatures  with  fuch  Forfeitures  ?  This  will 
make  all  Laws  of  Society,  for  the  Reftraint 
or  Punifhment  of  the  gteateft  Wickednefs 
and  mod  notorious  Offenders,  unjuft  too. 
What  will  be  unjuft  in  God  will  be  evident¬ 
ly  as  unjuft  in  Men,  the  worft  of  Offenders 
will  have  a  juft  right  to  defend  thcmfelves 
againft  Injuftice,  and  may  furely  juftify 
themfelves  in  doing  what  God  cannot  juftify 
himfelf  in  punifhing  them  for.  And  thus, 
this  Principle  will  end  in  an  entire  Subver¬ 
sion  of  all  Government  both  divine  and  hu¬ 
man,  and  on  pretence  of  preferving  the 
Rights  of  Juftice,  will  make  it  impoftible 
to  have  any  fuch  thing  as  the  publick  J  uftice 
of  Government,  and  muft,  if  fuch  Principles 
fhould  prevail,  banifh  it  out  of  the  Earth. 
Such  over-ftrain’d  Notions  of  [uftice,  as  leave 
no  room  for  the  Exercife  of  any  Juftice  at 
all,  muft  certainly  be  unreafonable  and  falfe. 
Let  it  then  be  obferved,  this  Queftion  is  very 
weakly  as  well  as  unfairly  put  on  the  foot 
of  Juftice  \  for  it  muft  be  allowed,  either 
that  God  can  in  [uftice  punifh  great  incorri¬ 
gible  Offenders,  or  that  none  can  juftly  punifh 
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them ;  that  is,  they  cannot  in  Juftice  be  pu- 
nifli’d  at  all  j  that  is,  there  is  no  flich  thins 
as  fufhce  at  all. 

Yet  ftill  fome  will  infill:  upon  it,  there  is  Juft  he 
no  Appearance  of  Wifdom ,  at  lead:  of  Good-ani  mf‘ 
nefs ,  that  God  Ihould  punifh  the  Canaanites ,  c7d'fpu- 
by  giving  a  Commillion  to  the  Hebrews  to  fijhing  the 
drive  them  out  of  their  PolTdllons,  or  put  f^Tly  tbe 
them  to  the  Sword.  If  God  would  punifii  Hands  of 
the  Canaanites  for  their  Iniquities,  why  was 
it  not  done,  they  fay,  by  his  own  Hand? 
by  unfruitful  Sealons  or  pediiential  Diftcm- 
pers,  that  it  might  appear  it  was  a  Punifh- 
ment  inflided  on  them  by  God,  as  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  World,  and  to  prevent  any  Pre¬ 
tences  Men  might  make  of  reforming  the 
Erroneous,  by  dilpoflcding  them  of  their 
Eftates,  Liberties,  or  Lives  ?  An  Example,  they 
fay,  that  may  be  uled  to  jullify  and  encou¬ 
rage  the  highefl  Ads  of  Injuftice  and  Cruel¬ 
ty,  under  the  Mask  of  Pveligion,  and  in  the 
Name  of  the  Lord. 

As  it  is  well  known,  fo  there  is  no  need  to 
deny,  that  the  Hebrews  did  claim  the  Land 
of  Canaan  as  the  Gift  of  God  to  them.  It 
is  as  well  known,  that  they  made  their 
Claim  of  it  as  the  Gift  of  God,  upon  the  For¬ 
feiture  of  the  Canaanites ,  when  their  Ini¬ 
quities  were  fully  ripe.  On  this  is  founded 
that  foiemn  Admonition  to  the  Hebrews 
themfelves,  ^Defile  not  ye  your  felves  in  Lev.xviii: 
any  of  thefe  things ,  for  in  thefe  the  Na-  24- 
tions  are  defiled ,  which  I  caft  out  before 
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you ,  and  the  Land  is  defiled  >  therefore  l 
do  vifit  the  Iniquities  thereof  upon  it ,  and 
the  Land  itfelf  ■vomiteth  out  her  Inhabi¬ 
tants .  Te  jhall  not  commit  any  of  thefe 
Abominations  ....  that  the  Land  fpevu 
not  you  alfo  when  ye  defile  it,  as  it  fpew- 
ed  out  the  Nations  that  were  before  you. 

In  this  Punifhment  of  the  Canaanites  God 
did  vifit  their  Iniquities,  and  he  punifhcd 
their  Iniquities  by  giving  their  Land  to  the 
Hebrews  which  they  were  to  hold  by  a 
Grant  from  God,  by  keeping  his  Statutes 
and  judgments,  and  not  committing  any  of 
the  Abominations  for  which  the  Canaanites 
were  thus  punifhed  >  that  is,  the  Canaanites 
were  punifh’d  with  a  Forfeiture  of  their 
Country,  becaufe  of  their  Abominations, 
which  they  were  guilty  of  chiefly  by  means 
of  their  Idolatry  ;  and  the  Hebrews  were  to 
hold  it  on  the  Grant  of  the  true  God,  keep¬ 
ing  themfelves  from  the  like  Abominations. 
Now  in  this  Grant  both  the  Habendum  and 
th zReddendum,  are  a  publick  Condemnation 
of  Idolatry  and  handing  Confutation  of  it, 
in  maintaining  and  fupporting  the  Hebrews 
in  pofleflion  of  this  Grant,  by  the  fuperior 
Power  of  the  one  true  God,  in  Oppofition 
to  the  Power  of  all  the  Idol  Gods,  their 
neighbouring  Heathen  Nations  worfhip- 
ped. 

This,  if  rightly  confidered,  will  fhew  us, 
that  as  it  became  the  Juftice  of  God  to  punifh 
the  Canaanites  for  their  Abominations,  fo 
.  it 
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it  became  the  JVifdom  aid  Gcodnefs  of 
God  to  punifti  them  in  this  manner,  pre¬ 
ferable  to  all  others,  by  a  Grant  of  their 
Lands  to  the  Hebrews ,  on  condition  of 
keeping  themfelves  from  Idolatry  5  fo  par¬ 
ticularly  exprefs’d  in  the  Habendum  and 
Reddendum  of  the  Grant  itfelf,  as  the  Rca- 
fons  on  which  it  was  granted,  and  the  Ser¬ 
vice  by  which  it  was  held.  God  had  already 
tried  other  Methods  of  Punifhment,  and  they 
were  found  in  Experience  ineffectual.  He 
had  deftroy’d  the  whole  World  by  a  Flood, 
except  Noah  and  his  Family,  which  was  pre- 
ferv’d  to  rcpeople  it.  He  had  deftroy’d  So¬ 
dom  and  Gomorrah  in  this  very  Country  of 
Canaan  by  Fire  from  Heaven.  Unfruitful  and 
unhealthy  Seafons,  were  caliiy  interpreted 
ufual  and  common  Accidents  5  or,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  the  Difpleafure  of  their  ‘Damons 
or  fome  of  the  Idol  Gods  they  worfhipped, 
and  were  to  be  prevented  or  removed  by 
fome  of  their  idolatrous  or  magical  Cere¬ 
monies.  Such  Sorts  of  Punifhments  In  fadh, 
confidering  the  Corruption  of  Men’s  Minds 
and  prevailing  Idolatry  of  the  Times  were  ab- 
ufed  to  give  new  Strength  to  Idolatry,  rather 
than  to  root  it  out.  But  when  God  is  plead¬ 
ed  to  give  a  Commiffion  to  a  People  pro- 
fe fling  the  Worfhip  of  the  only  true  God,  in 
oppofition  to  all  Idols,  when  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  that  this  one  true  God  had  granted  the 
Land  of  Canaan  to  this  Pconlc,  and  given 
them  Poflcfiion  of  it,  with  many  vifible 
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Marks  of  fuprcmc  Power,  and  maintain’d 
them  in  their  Pofleflion  againft  all  the  Powers 
of  thofe  Idols  in  whom  the  Canaanites 
trufted,  or  by  whofe  Adiftance  any  other  ido¬ 
latrous  Nation  hoped  to  difpoftefs  them  5 
you  immediately  perceive  a  (landing  Confu¬ 
tation  of  the  Hopes  of  Idolaters,  and  a 
(landing  Encouragement  of  the  Hopes  of 
the  Hebrews ,  and  of  all  other  Worfhippers 
of  the  one  true  God. 

If  then  it  became  the  Wifdom  and  Good- 
ncls  of  God  to  put  a  (lop  to  Idolatry,  and 
to  raife  up  a  Nation  to  preferve  die  firft  Prin¬ 
ciple  of  Religion,  the  Unity  of  God,  the 
great  Principle  of  Virtue  and  moral  Good- 
nefs,  of  publick  and  private  Happinefs ;  no 
means  could  have  been  more  agreeable  both 
to  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  than  to  drive  the 
Canaanites  out  of  the  Land  by  the  He¬ 
brews.,  and  to  preferve  the  Hebrews  in  the 
Pofleftlon  of  that  Land  which  God  gave 
them  by  a  (pedal  Grant,  with  conftant  evi¬ 
dent  Marks  of  Favour  and  powerful  Protec¬ 
tion.  A  juft  and  powerful’Motive,  to  per- 
fuade  the  Hebrews ,  and  w  ith  them  their 
Neighbour  idolatrous  Nations,  how  vain  it 
was  to  trad  in  Idols ,  how  wile  to  truft: 
alone  in  Jehovah  the  only  true  God. 

Yet  ft  ill  there  remains,  lbme  fay,  an  un- 
anfwerable  Objection,  that  fuch  an  Example 
will  encourage  Enthufafts  and  Impojtors , 
to  invade  their  Neighbours,  to  pretend  Re¬ 
ligion  whenever  they  have  a  mind  to  their 
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Efktes  5  and  to  do  the  higheft  Ads  of  In- 
juftice,  in  depriving  their  Neighbours  of 
their  Fortunes,  Liberties  and  Lives.  Can 
God  give  a  Commiflion  that  is  like  to  en¬ 
courage  fo  fearful  Confequences  as  thefe  ? 

Thus  the  Enemies  of  Revelation  prejudice 
themfclvcs,  and  go  about  to  prejudice  others 
againft  the  Hebrew  Government  as  not  of 
divine  Inftitution,  becaufe  not  confident 
with  the  divine  Wifdom  or  Goodnefs,  as 
they  believe,  or  fay  they  believe  5  but  if  they 
would  have  patience  to  confider  this  Matter 
a  little  more  calmly,  they  would  find  all  thefe 
Fears  mere  Panicks,  and  the  mighty  Dangers 
they  pretend  to  forefee  from  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  fuch  an  Example,  are  no  more  than 
their  groundlefs  Imaginations  or  Forgeries  of 
their  own  Prejudices. 

For  this  Commiflion  -to  the  Ifraelites , 
can  give  no  Encouragement  in  the  lead  to 
any  enthufiaftick  Pretences-,  for  this  Example 
will  allow  no  ‘ 'Pretences  at  all  It  can  en¬ 
courage  no  Perfons  to  do  any  thing  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  this  Example,  but  fuch  only  who  fhall 
receive  a  like  red  Commiffion  from  God, 
and  have  it  as  well  and  as  fully  attefted  as 
.the  Hebrews  had  theirs ;  and  wherever  thi? 
fhall  be  the  Cafe  it  cannot  be  a  ‘Pretence , 
for  a  Pretence  and  a  Redity  are  a  Contra¬ 
diction  to  each  other. 

This  Example  then,  indead  of  encourag¬ 
ing  Pretenders,  whether  Enthufiafts  or  Im- 
poftors ,  on  the  contrary  gives  wife  and  per- 
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fuafive  Cautions  againft  all  Pretences,  without 
leaving  room  for  any  of  what  Nature  or 
Kind  foever,  requiring  all  Perfons  to  give 
the  fulled  Proof  and  Evidence  of  a  real  Corn- 
million,  whenever  they  fhall  undertake  to 
a Ct  by  any  and  that  no  Perfons  arc  to  con¬ 
cur  with  them  or  to  aflid  them,  without 
Satisfactory  Evidence  to  themfelves  of  the 
Truth  of  their  Commiflion. 

This  appears  evident,  in  the  Care  taken  to 
prove  the  Commidlon  to  the  Hebrew  Na¬ 
tion  by  Mofes  fil'd  to  the  Ifraelites ,  then 
to  Eharaoh ,  and  even  to  the  Canaanites 
themfelves,  in  great  Variety  of  Signs  and 
Wonders  in  Egypt ,  at  the  Red-Sea,  in  the 
Wildernefs,  at  the  Siege  and  taking  of  Je¬ 
richo ,  in  a  vifible  Prefence  of  Jehovah  for 
fo  long  a  time,  in  the  She  chin  ah  or  Cloud 
of  Glory,  in  a  miraculous  Protection  of  the 
Ifraelites  and  Provifion  for  them  in  fo  many 
repeated  Inftances.  Thcfe  arc  fo  fall,  fo  un- 
qucdionablc  Evidence  of  the  Truth  of  their 
Commiflion  from  God,  that  it  can  give  no 
Encouragement  to  Pretenders  whofoever  they 
mav  be,  as  all  Pretenders  mud  come  with- 
out  diffident  Proof  and  Evidence  j  for  this 
Example  does  not  only  permit,  but  it  dire&s 
Men  to  examine  all  Pretences,  and  to  admit 
none  without  full  Proof  and  unquedionable 
Vouchers.  For  when  God  himfelf  did  give 
a  Commiflion  to  the  Hebrews ,  he  did  not 
require  any  to  receive  it,  without  fuch  Proof 
as  fhould  leave  no  rcafonable  Doubt  concern- 
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ing  the  Truth  and  Reality  of  fuch  Commif- 
lion  from  God.  Now,  as  in  the  Reafon  of 
the  Thing,  no  Pretender  could  ever  thus 
prove  a  counterfeit  or  forged  Commidion  ; 
fo,  in  fad,  there  never  has  been  a  lingle 
Inftance  of  any  one  who  ever  pretended  to 
fuch  Proof  as  was  given  by  Mofes. 

How  groundlefs  then  are  thefe  Fears,  how 
weak  and  filly  mud  it  be  for  the  fake  of 
them  to  tie  up  the  Hands  of  the  Governour 
of  the  World  from  giving  any  true  Corn- 
million  at  all  ?  This  would  be  hardly  fo  wife 
as  to  fet  alide  all  Ufe  of  the  Great  Seal  of 
England ,  becaufe  it  is  pollible  that  it  may  be 
counterfeited  j  for  in  this  cafe,  the  Proof  re¬ 
quired  by  this  Example,  is  what  cannot  be  fo 
counterfeit,  but  it  will  be  eafy  to  difeover 
the  Fraud. 

Now  upon  thefe  Principles  how  weak,^He- 
how  abfurd  muft  it  appear,  to  plead  for  abrewGel 
Toleration  of  Idolatry  in  the  Hebrew  Go-  could  not 
vernment,  that  is,  for  a  Toleration  of  what  toferatt 
was  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  funda-  ° a  Ty' 
mental  Laws  and  principal  Defign  of  the  civil 
Conftitution  ?  Idolatry,  in  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment,  was  an  Ad  of  High-Treafon  a- 
gainft  the  King  of  Ifrael ,  a  dired  Denial  of 
his  Right  and  Title,  and  an  adual  Proclama¬ 
tion  of  a  Pretender  to  his  Crown.  A  Go¬ 
vernment  in  its  Inftitution  defign’d  to  put  a 
Hop  to  Idolatry,  and  to  preferve  the  Know¬ 
ledge  and  W orfhip  of  the  one  true  God,  in 
which  all  were  to  hold  their  Eftates  and 
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Lands  as  his  Gift,  and  their.  Peace  and  Pro- 
fperity  by  his  Protection,  on  condition  of 
having  no  other  Gods  before  him,  or  ferving 
any  other  Gods  befides  him ;  fuch  a  Govern¬ 
ment  could  not  pofiibly  tolerate  Idolatry 
without  violating  all  the  Rules  of  common 
Scnfe,  as  well  as  all  the  Maxims  of  political 
Wifdom. 

It  deferves  Confederation,  that  as  the  whole 
Land  was  a  Grant  of  the  one  true  God,  it  was 
moftequitable  he  fhould  appoint  theConditions 
of  his  own  Grant.  If  any  one,  whether  out 
of  Confcience,  or  any  other  Reafon,  was  not 
willing  to  accept  of  it  with  the  Conditions 
on  which  it  was  granted,  here  was  no  Harm 
done  ;  no  Man  receiv’d  any  Injury  in  not 
having  a  Share  in  a  Grant  to  which  he  had 
no  previous  Right,  to  which  he  could  have 
no  Claim  in  juftice  or  Equity.  It  is  very 
wrong  to  make  this  in  any  relpeft  a  Punifh- 
ment  for  the  Sake  of  Confcience ,  either  by 
pofitive  Penalties  or  negative  Difcourage- 
ments it  was  a  diredt  civil  Qualification, 
that  they  who  held  Lands  of  Jehovah ,  muft 
own  him  and  do  Homage  to  him  as  Sovereign 
Lord  of  the  Fee. 

It  fhould  be  finally  obferv’d,  that  Idolatry 
is  not  an  harmlefs  Speculation,  it  is  not  con¬ 
fident  with  the  Peace  of  Society,  no  Con¬ 
fcience  or  Pretence  to  Confcience  can  make 
Principles  of  Intemperance,  Uncleannefs, 
Sins  againft  Nature  and  Murder  innocent, 
fuch  Principles  mult  difturb  civil  Society  ; 
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and  from  what  has  been  obferv’d  before,  con¬ 
cerning  the  great  Mifchiefs  of  Idolatry,  it  was 
not  only  juft  but  becoming  the  Wifdom 
and  Goodnefs  of  God  to  put  a  ftop  it. 


CHAP.  XIIL 

'That  the  Balance  of  the  Hebrew  Go* 
vernment  was  Jo  well  fixed ,  as  no 
one  Part  had  Power  hy  overbear¬ 
ing  the  refil  to  overturn  it ;  that  in 
particular  the  Conjlitution  had  ta¬ 
ken  ejfeSlual  Care ,  it  could  not  be  in 
the  Power  of  the  Levites. 

^  I  v HE  States  of  the  Hebrew  Government 
as  we  have  already  feen,  were  very  wife¬ 
ly  conftituted  for  the  Liberty  of  the  People, 
for  the  Wifdom  of  Counfel  and  Advice,  and 
for  a  due  Execution  of  what  fhould  be  re¬ 
solved  and  undertaken  for  the  Prote&ion 
and  Security,  the  Peace  and  Profperity  of 
the  Nation.  The  next  Part  of  political  Wif¬ 
dom  and  Prudence  will  appear  by  a  proper 
Care,  to  prevent  any  fuch  great  Alterations 
in  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Government,  as 
might  threaten  the  Conftitution  with 
Danger. 
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Here  was  a  Country  of  great  Advantage 
for  Defence  by  its  natural  Situation,  large 
enough  to  maintain  a  numerous  and  well- 
dilciplined  Militia,  in  fufficicnt  Plenty  and 
Eafe  5  animated  with  the  Experience  of  God’s 
powerful  Protection  in  the  Days  of  their  Fa¬ 
thers,  and  encouraged  to  hope  the  fame  Pro- 
tedion  of  the  one  true  God,  to  continue 
them  in  the  Poflcdion  of  his  own  Grant,  as 
a  Nation  chofcn  to  put  a  hop  to  the  grow¬ 
ing  Evils  of  Idolatry.  A  People  who  had  a 
fair  Property  to  defend  and  Reafon  to  de¬ 
lire  the  Preservation  of  a  Government  under 
which  they  enjoy’d  fo  much  Happinefs. 

But  as  ambitious  and  refllcfs  Spirits  are  the 
Growth  of  all  Ages  and  all  Places,  every 
Conftitution,  however  wifely  formed,  mull 
be  in  fome  danger  from  Men  who  are  Peek¬ 
ing  their  own  private  Advantage  often  in 
the  Confulion,  often  in  the  Ruin  of  the  Laws 
and  Liberties  of  their  Country. 

It  is  not  to  be  wonder’d  at,  that  in  fad; 
the  Hebrew  Government  fhould  be  fubjed 
to  fome  Alterations  and  Corruptions  of 
its  Conditution  as  every  Government  in  the 
World  is,  and  mud  be,  fo  long  as  the  Ad- 
ir, midration  of  all  Governments  mud  be  in 
the  hands  of  Men,  liable  to  Corruption. 
The  Hebrew  Hidory  fhews  in  fad  fcvcral 
Alterations,  as  in  the  Occasional  Judges 
after  Jojhua ,  the  Change  of  Judges  into 
Kin^s,  at  the  Elcdion  of  Saul,  and  the 
Form  of  Government  introduced  among  the 
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Jews  after  the  Captivity ,  which  foon  grew 
into  that  State  which  Mr.  Harrington *  well 
calls  the  cabbalifiical  Commonwealth,  in 
which  Form  the  chief  Authority  refided  in 
the  Talmudic al  Sanhedrim  and  great  Syna¬ 
gogue  ;  but  neither  the  Nature  nor  the  Rca- 
l'ons  of  thefe  Alterations  are  within  my  En¬ 
quiry,  which  is  only  to  explain  and  vindi¬ 
cate  the  Wifdom  of  the  original  Conftitu- 
tion  by  Mofes. 

I  would  only  make  one  Remark,  that  all 
thefe  Alterations ,  great  as  they  were,  were 
nothing  near  fo  great  as  the  moll  celebrated 
Governments  of  Greece  and  Rome  under¬ 
went  in  a  much  lefs  Space  of  Time.  One 
hundred  Years  of  the  Roman  Hiftory,  tho' 
of  a  People  fo  renown’d  for  Wifdom,  fo 
warm  for  Liberty,  fo  jealous  of  every  thing 
that  feenfid  to  threaten  it,  will  yet  fhew' 
greater  Alterations  in  their  Government, 
more  fatal  to  the  Peace  and  Liberties  of  that 
Nation,  than  the  whole  fifteen  hundred  Years 
of  the  Hebrew  Hiftorv  can. 

j 

Though  the  beft  Provifions  of  political 
Wifdom  cannot  prevent  all  Alterations,  it 
however  fhews  the  great  Wifdom  of  a  Con- 
ftitution,  where  the  Provifions  made  to  pre¬ 
vent  them  are  beft  fitted  to  obtain  fo  de¬ 
finable  an  end.  As  this  may  juftly  re¬ 
commend  the  Wifdom  of  the  Hebrew 
Conftitution,  fo  it  fhould  filence  with  Shame 
the  unfair  and  unrighteous  Reflexions 

fiome 


23? 


*  Harrington  Com  Ifrael,  c.r. 


23  6 


Care  and 
PjoviJion 
in  the  He¬ 
brew  Go¬ 
vernment 
to  prevent 
Factions. 


Of  the  Civil  Government 

fome  have  caft  upon  it,  “  as  if  found- 
“  ed  on  ambitious  Dcfigns,  and  calculated 
“  to  draw  all  the  Wealth  and  Power  of  the 
“  Hebrew  Nation  into  the  hands  of  the 
“  Priefls.”  When,  on  the  contrary,  the  Con- 
ftitution  has  taken  the  wifeft  care  that  it 
fhould  not  be  in  the  power  of  any  one  Part 
of  the  Nation,  lead  of  all  in  the  Power  of 
the  Priefts,  either  to  invade  the  Property  or 
opprefs  the  Liberties  of  any  Part  of  the 
Nation. 

There  are  two  principal  Methods  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  Evils  of  Ambition ,  cither  to  take 
away  .the  ufual  Occafions  of  ambitious  Views 
and  Defigns,  or  to  make  the  Execution  of 
them  difficult  and  impracticable.  The  He¬ 
brew  Conft-itution  has  made  both  thefe  Pro- 
vifions  in  a  manner  equal,  I  think  1  may 
boldly  fay,  to  any  known  Conflitution  of 
Government  in  the  World. 

The  very  Foundation  of  the  Hebrew  Con¬ 
flitution,  was  an  equal  Hivifton  of  the  Land, 
the  Continuance  of  which  was  fecured  by  a 
fundamental  Law,  which  made  that  Divifion 
perpetual,  as  no  Eftate  could  be  alienated  or 
pafs  from  one  Tribe  or  Family  to  another. 
The  Laws  had  further  provided,  that  no  In¬ 
ter  eft  could  be  made  of  Money  ;  fo  that  had 
a  Man  never  fo  much  Money  he  could  make 
no  Profit  of  it,  either  by  II ur chafe  or  In¬ 
ter  eft.  All  Places  of  Power,  whether  in 
their  Courts  of  Juft  ice ,  or  Commands  in 
their  Armies,  were  not  Places  of  Profit 

too. 
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too,  at  lcaft  of  fo  very  finall  Profit  as  to  be 
worth  next  to  nothing  at  all  j  and  thefe  very 
Places  weie  moreover,  if  of  any  Eminency  fo 
fixed  to  Heads  of  Families  and  Trmces  of 
Tribes,  ;that  alltAmbition  of  canvafiing  for 
them  mult  be  very  much  prevented,  by  ftriking 
m  great  meafure  at  the  very  Root  of  fuch 
Ambitions  in  taking  away  the  common  and 
ufual  Occafions  of  them  j  for  the  Conftitu- 
tion  had  made  the  Places  in  that  Govern¬ 
ment  rather  Places  of  Burthen  than  of  Pro¬ 
fit,  and  had  left  very  few,  if  any  Competi- 
tors,  for  moft  of  the  principal  of  them. 
What  room  was  there  for  reftlefs  and  am¬ 
bitious  Spirits,  to  form  Parties  or  Famous 
or  to  attempt  to  miflead  a  Tribe  or  the  Na¬ 
tion  into  falfe  Meafures  for  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  Advantage,  when  there  was  fo  little 
Power  fo  little  Profit  to  be  got,  and  fo  few 
were  allow’d  to  be  Competitors,  that  it  could 
hardly  be  worth  any  Man’s  while  to  oive 
himfelf  any  Trouble,  or  to  run  any  Hazard 
in  attempting  it.  So  wife  Provifion  was 
made  for  the  Peace  of  Cities ,  Tribes  and  the 
whole  Nation, ,  as  there  was  no  Encourage¬ 
ment  for  any  ambitious  Defigns  that  mi°ht 
diflurb  it.  s 

It  is  obfervable,  this  Provifion  is  mofi:  par¬ 
ticular  and  effe&ual  to  prevent  any  Dcfi<ms 
of  Ambition  or  Covetoufnefs  in  the  Briefs. 
Foi  the  Conftitution  had  exprelsly  made  a 
perpetual  Mortmain,  fo  that  they  could  not 
have  any  Increafe  of  Property  in  Land,  by 

any 
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any  Title  whatfocver,  'either  of  Gift  or  Pur- 
chafe ,  and  any  occafional  Gifts  of  Money 
muft  be  very  fmall  in  a  Country  where  there 
was  fo  little  and  it  could  be  no  Incrcafe  ot 
yearly  Revenue,  as  it  could  not  be  laid  out 
to  any  Intcrcft.  And  as  to  Places  of  any 
confidcrable  Power,  they  were  excluded  from 
them  by  the  Conffitution  ;  they  could  nei¬ 
ther  be  Heads  of  the  Families  nor  ‘ Princes 
of  the  Tribes  in  which  they  lived,  for  thclc 
Offices  were  in  the  Families  of  the  Tribes 
themfelves,  exclufive  of  all  Families  or  Per- 
fons  of  other  Tribes;  nor  were  they  to  be 
employ’d  in  military  Commands,  butappoint- 
ed  for  the  Service  of  the  Tabernacle  ;  there 
was  then  no  room  for  the  Levites  and 
Priefts  in  any  Places  of  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment,  except  in  their  Courts  of  J  lift  ice. 
Their  Leifure  and  Knowledge  in  the  Laws 
made  it  proper  there  fhould  be  fome  Piicirs 
or  Levites  to  affift  in  them;  but  thefe  Ot- 
lices  were  attended  with  fo  little  'Profit,  ifi 
with  any  at  all ,  they  were  attended  with 
fo  little  Power  and  Authority,  and  lhared 
among  fo  many  befides  the  Levites,  that 
moft  certainly  thefe  could  draw  very  little  ot 
the  Power  or  Riches  of  the  Nation  into  their 
hands.  According  to  the  foregoing  Account 
the  Levites  were  not  foie  Judges  in  any 
Court  of  Juftice,  they  were  a  fmall  Number 
among  many  others,  they  were  a  very  lmall 
Part,  if  any,  of  the  Congregations  or  popular 

Afiemblies,  whether  of  the  Cities,  ot  the 
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‘Tribes,  or  of  all  Ijrael.  They  made  a  very 
fmall  Part  of  the  Senates ,  whether  provin¬ 
cial  or  national  $  and  therefore  could  have 
very  little  Encouragement  to  canvafs  by 
Party  or  Fadion,  what  was  fo  little  worth 
when  they  had  obtained  it. 

As  to  the  particular  Intcrefts  of  the  Priefts 
and  Levites  as  a  Tribe,  they  mud  dired 
them  not  only  to  avoid  all  Ambitions  them- 
felves,  which  might  difturb  the  Peace  of  the 
Hebrew  Nation,  or  of  any  of  the  particular 
Tribes,  but  to  take  all  care  as  far  as  they 
could  to  prevent  all  fuch  Ambitions  in  others, 
be ca ufe  they  muff  fuffer  by  every  Difturbance! 
They  could  have  no  Hope  of  Gain  from  any, 
and  when  every  Difturbance  was  like  to  di- 
minifh  the  Tithe,  either  in  the  natural  Pro¬ 
duce  or  regular  Payment  5  this  muft  diminifh 
the  proper  Revenue  of  the  Levites ,  lcfl'cn 
their  Fund,  and  fo  their  yearly  Hividend. 
What  Encouragement  then  could  a  Pricft 
have  to  difturb  the  Peace  of  his  Country, 
when  he  could  have  no  Profped  of  Gain* 
and  had  a  fure  Profped  of  Lofs ;  when  their 
Eftates  and  the  Provifton  for  their  whole 
Livelihood  were  of  fuch  nature,  that  they 
could  not  be  better'd,  but  were  fure  to  be 

made  worfe  by  every  Difturbance  of  the 
State  ? 

I  fhall  'add  one  general  Remark  further, 
on  the  near  Equality  of  the  whole  Hebrew 
Nation,  in  Eftate.  As  the  Conftitution  put 
a  bar  to  great  Riches,  and  made  fuch  Pro- 
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vifion  for  the  natural  Conveniences  of  Life, 
that  very  few  could  be  in  great  Want  or 
Poverty ;  this  ferved  to  diminifh  greatly 
the  Temptations  of  Luxury ,  Eride  and  En¬ 
vy  ,  nor  were  there  any  fo  ncceffitous  as  to 
feck  Relief  for  their  private  Wants  and  Mi- 
fery,  in  the  publick  Confufion  and  Difordcrs 
of  their  Country.  How  much  do  thefe 
Provifions  of  the  Hebrew  Government,  to 
prevent  the  Occafions  of  Faction,  excel  all 
the  Conftitutions  of  the  fam’d  Spartan  Law¬ 
giver  for  the  fame  Purpofc,  fo  much  cele¬ 
brated  by  the  admired  Grecian  Authors  ? 
nor  would  thefe  Conftitutions  have  mifs’d 
their  Praife,  if  they  had  been  publifhed  by  a 
Lycurgus ,  a  Solon ,  or  a  Numa  ;  or  indeed 
by  any  body  but  Mofes. 

Attempts  of  The  Wifdom  of  this  Conftitution  went 
Ambition  flill  further,  to  make  all  ambitious  and  fac- 
“ion  made  tious  Attempts  fo  very  difficult,  fo  unlikely 
wry  dijf-  to  fucceed,  as  to  be  next  to  impracticable  : 
'hlpraUi-  ^  great  Difcouragement  to  the  making  any 
cable.  fuch  Attempts.  The  particular  Powers  of 
each  Part  of  this  Government,  were  fo  ba¬ 
lanced  by  the  Powers  of  other  Parts,  that 
without  the  Concurrence  of  all  it  was  hardly 
practicable  for  any  one  Part  to  draw  to  them- 
felves  any  fhare  of  Property,  Wealth,  or 
Power,  from  the  other  Parts;  and  it  was  as 
hard  and  impracticable  to  obtain  their  Con¬ 
currence,  to  the  Ruin  of  their  own  Property 
and  Liberty.  Let  any  Man  but  juft  confider 
the  Plan  of  this  Government  in  general,  and 

let 
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Jet  him  fay  in  what  way  it  was  pradicable 
for  any  Terfon,  Tribe ,  Court  or  Magiftrate , 
to  invade  the  Property  of  his  Country-men 
or  Liberties  of  his  Country.  The  Tribes 
were  independent  of  each  other,  fo  that  the 
Ambition  of  any  Man  in  any  Tribe  could 
only  affed  the  Peace  of  his  own  Tribe  ;  and 
there  were  the  Powers  of  the  provincial  Con - 
gregation,  Senate  and  ‘ Prince  of  the  Tribe,  to 
prevent  even  any  fuch  Attempt  as  that.  Yet  if 
that  would  not  do,  and  if  a  Man  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  gain  d  over  to  his  Intercfts  the 
People,  Elders  and  Prince  of  his  Tribe,  or 
at  lead  a  fufficient  Party  among  them  to  con- 
fent  to  their  own  undoing,  there  Hill  re¬ 
main’d  the  other  Tribes,  all  independent  Go¬ 
vernments  as  well  as  his  own  Tribe,  and  none 
ot  them  like  to  make  a  Surrender  tameiy  of 
their  So  vereignty  and  Independency  to  any 
one  Tribe.  There  were  dill  the  national 
Congregation,  the  national  Senate,  the  fudge, 
and  the  Oracle  j  all  which  mutt  be  impofed 
upon,  or  forced  to  a  Compliance,  or  the 
whole  Force  of  the  Nation  would  foon  put 
an  end  to  a  provincial  Rebellion. 

But  indeed  what  Man  could  be  to  tanguine 
as  to  think  it  pradicable  to  make  fuch  a 
Patty  in  his  own  Tribe,  as  to  be  dangerous 
to  the  Liberties  even  of  that  particular  Tribe. 
Bribery  and  Corruption  could  have  very  little 
Influence  where  all  were  in  near  equal  Cir- 
cumftances,  where  none  by  confcquence  were 
able  to  bribe  any  conliderable  Number,  and 
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where  all  had  a  Property  near  as  good  as  any 
other  Perfon  of  their  Family  or  Tribe. 

But  fuppofe,  if  you  plcafc,  this  ambitious 
Man  one  of  chiefefl  Power  and  Command 
in  the  Tribe,  let  him  be  Head  of  a  chief  Fa¬ 
mily  or  Prince  of  his  Tribe,  what  could  any 
Head  of  a  Family  do  without  the  Concur¬ 
rence  of  the  other  Heads  of  Families  and  the 
Prince  of  his  Tribe,  whofe  Power  and  Au¬ 
thority  his  Ambition  muft  be  fuppofed  to  be 
drawing  out  ol  their  hands  into  his  own  ? 
Suppofc  him  Prince  of  the  Tribe,  and  fo  of 
greateft  Power  and  Authority,  if  he  fhould 
attempt  to  carry  that  Power  and  Authority 
beyond  the  Laws  of  the  Conftitution,  he 
muft  invade  the  Powers  and  Authority  of 
the  Heads  of  Families  and  inferior  Comman¬ 
ders,  without  whofe  Content  it  was  not 
practicable  to  do  any  thing.  And  is  it  con¬ 
ceivable,  that  thefe  Heads  of  Families  would 
not  be  attentive  to  their  own  Rights,  and  be 
alarm’d  as  foon  as  ever  they  perceiv’d  a  De- 
fign  upon  them  ?  The  Princes  of  the  Tribes, 
though  Generals  of  the  Militia  and  Prefidents 
of  the  Council  of  War  within  their  own 
Province,  yet  did  not  appoint  any  of  the 
Officers  under  them  ;  the  Heads  of  Families 
commanded  their  Families,  as  the  Princes 
did  the  Tribes,  and  were  always  able  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  their  own  Commands  in  the  Army 
of  the  Tribe,  to  prevent  the  Execution  of 
any  Defigns  againft  their  own  Rights.  More¬ 
over,  in  any  luch  cafe  they  might  exp  eel  to 
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be  fupported  by  the  united  Force  of  the 
whole  Nation  5  for  nothing  can  be  more  im 
probable  than  to  imagine  that  the  other 
Tribes,  the  national  Senate,  or  the  judge, 
fliould  all  give  in  to  the  private  Ambition 
of  any  one  fingle  Man  to  invade  the  Liber¬ 
ties  of  one  of  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael ,  and  there¬ 
by  withdraw  it  from  the  Union  of  the 
whole  Nation,  from  the  Obedience  due  to 
the  States-General  of  the  united  Tribes,  and 
encourage  like  dangerous  Attempts  againft 
the  Liberties  of  every  other  of  the  Tribes  in 
its  turn. 

What  appears  thus  impracticable  in  any 
one  of  the  Tribes  feverally,  will  appear  yet 
more  impracticable  if  attempted  by  any  Ma- 
gif  rates  of  the  Union.  An  Attempt  by  the 
Congregation  of  all  Ifrael  feems  hardly  with¬ 
in  the  queftiom  None  can  well  fuppofe  an 
whole  Nation  in  a  Plot,  to  give  away  their 
Own  Wealth,  Liberty  and  Power  into  other 
Mens  hands,  be  they  who  they  will,  Priefts 
or  Lay-men.  The  national  Senate  confided 
of  all  the  Nobles  of  Ifrael ,  Princes  of  Tribes, 
and  Heads  of  Families,  as  well  as  the  feventy 
Elders  chofen  for  their  Underftanding  in  the 
Laws  and  theirWifdom  for  Counfel.  Now  it 
is  inconceivable  how  this  Court,  cali  it  Sanhe¬ 
drim,  Senate^  Privy  Council,  or  what  you 
will,  fhould  praCtife  any  thing  againft  the 
Property,  Liberties  or  Wealth  or  the  Nation, 
when  every  thing  of  moment  refolved  in  it 
muft  be  propofed  to  the  Congregation  of 
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Ifrael  for  its  Confent,  and  mud  be  after¬ 
wards  put  into  Execution,  if  Force  was  nc- 
ceflary,  by  the  Arms  of  the  faid  Congrega¬ 
tion,  as  the  only  Army  of  Ifrael ;  who,  tho’ 
indeed  as  an  Army,  they  were  to  be  com¬ 
manded  by  their  Heads  of  Families  and  Prin¬ 
ces  of  Tribes,  yet  they  were  in  no  fervile 
Dependence  upon  them.  They  did  not  hold 
their  Lands  of  them  as  Vaffals,  or  even  as 
Tenants >  they  were  alt  of  them  Freehol¬ 
ders,  and  held  of  'Jehovah,  or  immediately 
of  the  Crown.  They  owed  the  Heads  of 
their  Families  and  Princes  of  their  Tribes  no 
other  Services  but  military  Obedience,  and 
that  only  in  fuch  things,  and  as  far  as  the 
Conftitution  directed.  Hence  it  appears  to 
have  been  in  the  Power  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tion,  as  one  of  the  States  of  the  Hebrew 
Parliament,  and  as  the  only  Army  of  the 
Hebrew  Nation,  to  prevent  the  Senate  from 
carrying  any  Point  in  the  national  Council 
or  States-Generai  of  the  united  Tribes  ;  be- 
caule  it  mult  have  their  Confent,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  Refolution  from  being  carried  into 
Execution,  that  might  have  been  fraudulently 
obtain’d,  in  Prejudice  to  the  Property  or  Li¬ 
berties  of  the  People,  becaufe  it  mud  be  exe¬ 
cuted  by  their  Force. 

Ii  you  luppofe  any  fuch  Attempt  to  be 
made  by  the  fudge  whole  Power  and  Au¬ 
thority  were  very  conliderable,  he  being 
Commander  in  chief  of  the  Hods  of  Ifrael, 
and  in  whole  hands  the  executive  Powers 
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of  Government  were  principally  lodged  ; 
yet  there  was  fo  great  care  taken  to  prevent 
any  Danger  from  his  Power  to  the  Liberties 
of  the  Nation,  that  you  may  perceive  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  hurt  them  5  for  he  was 
not  intrufted  with  an  arbitrary  Power,  he 
was  ftridjy  to  follow  the  Diredions  of  the 
Law,  for  which  End  he  v/as  to  ad  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Advice  of  the  national  Council 
or  Senate  5  and  in  Matters  of  greater  Impor¬ 
tance,  he  was  to  have  the  Confent  of  the 
Congregation,  and  Approbation  of  the  Q- 
racle.  Nor  could  the  judge  execute  any 
thing  at  any  time,  but  by  an  Army ;  of  which 
both  Soldiers  and  Officers  were  Members  of 
the  national  Congregation  or  national  Senate. 
An  Army  fure,  very  unlikely  and  improper  to 
be  employ'd  in  invading  or  trampling  on 
the  Liberties  of  the  Senate  or  People  of  If 
rael . 

Perhaps  feme  will  yet  pretend  Danger 
from  the  High-'Prieft,  as  he  was  appointed  to 
confult  the  Oracle  5  but  what  has  been  ob- 
ferved  concerning  the  Oracle,  and  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  was  confulted  by  the  High- 
Prieft,  fhews,  I  think  molt  evidently,  that 
the  High-Prieft  could  no  ways  endanger  the 
Liberties  of  the  Nation,  or  draw  the 
Wealth  of  it  to  the  Priefthood,  by  any  pof- 
fible  Ufe  to  be  made  of  the  Oracle.  For 
the  High-Prieft  was  only  to  ask  Counfel  ot 
the  Oracle,  when  he  was  fo  direded.  The 
Oracle  itfelf  gave  no  Anfwer  but  to  a  Que 
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(lion  agreed  upon  before,  and  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  High-Pried:  to  ask.  The  High- 
Pried  could  form  no  Quedion  himfelf,  or  ask 
any  Quedion  of  his  own  5  nor  could  he  im- 
pofe  an  Anfwer  on  thofe  who  confulted  the 
Oracle  by  him.  Yet  if  you  will  fuppofe 
after  all,  the  High-Pried  might  on  fomc  oc- 
cafions  have  managed  things  fo  dextcroufly, 
as  to  have  publifh’d  an  Oracle  in  favour  of 
the  Pricdhood,  of  rheir  Power  and  Wealth  ; 
of  which  there  is  not  fo  much  as  a  Pretence 
of  one  ftngle  Indance  in  the  whole  Hebrew 
Hidory,  what  would  the  Pricfts  have  gain’d 
by  it  ?  This  would  have  been  beginning  at 
the  wrong  End,  it  would  be  like  declaring 
the  Royal  Afient  to  an  Adi  that  had  palfed 
neither  of  the  Houfes  ;  and  mud,  like  the 
Laws  of  the  Hebrew  Conditution,  be  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Senate  and  Congregation  for 
their  Confcnt.  So  that  fuch  Conditutions, 
if  podiblc  to  be  founded  on  the  pretended 
Authority  of  an  Oracle,  mud  be  receiv’d  and 
executed  by  this  general  Confcnt  of  the 
whole  Nation. 

But  of  all  thefe  imaginary  or  forged  Fears, 
none  are  more  ridicuioufly  abl'urd  than  the 
Pannick  from  the  Attempts  of  the  Levites , 
That  they  fhould  be  in  a  Plot  againd  the 
Liberties  of  their  Counrry,  and  be  able  to 
draw  all  the  Power  and  Wealth  of  the  whole 
Nation  into  their  own  hands. 
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What  the  Conftitution  appointed  for  the 
Levites  was  the  Tithe ,  which,  ail  things 
confidered,  and  their  own  Share  of  Land 
which  they  gave  to  the  Publick  deducted, 
was  very  moderate.  A  fundamental  Law  of 
the  Conftitution  made  the  Levites  incapable 
of  anyAcceftion  of  Revenue,  as  ail  Eftates 
in  Land  were  unalienable,  and  all  Intereft  on 
Money  forbid  by  Law.  So  that  it  was  not 
poftible  for  them  to  attempt  any  thing,  but 
either  by  the  Repeal  of  a  Law  declar’d  in  the 
Conftitution  unalterable,  or  byForce  of  Arms, 
both  of  them  moil  chimerical  and  impracti¬ 
cable  Projeds. 

The  Levites  had  fo  little  fhare  in  the 
States,  whether  provincial  or  national,  that  if 
a  Power  of  repealing  and  making  new  Laws 
had  been  vefted  in  thofe  AfTcmblics,  the  Le¬ 
vites  could  have  had  neither  Numbers  nor 
Authority  to  carry  any  Law  in  their  own 
Favour  againft  the  Interefts  of  the  reft  of  the 
Nation. 

If  they  are  confidered  in  the  particular 
Tribes  to  which  they  belong,  for  they  are 
reckoned  to  belong  to  that  Tribe  where  the 
City  of  tfteir  Habitation  was  5  fo  you  have 
mention  of  a  young  Man  out  of  Eelhlem-  , 
Judah,  of  the  Family  of  Judah ,  who  was  xvii2^. 
a  Levite  :  Thus  confidered,  you  will  fee 
they  are  fo  very  fmall  a  Number,  in  com- 
parifon  of  the  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Tribe, 
that  they  could  not  hope  to  carry  any  Que- 
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{lion  againft  them,  in  anyAffembly  >  cfpecially 
confidering  further,  that  the  principal  Power 
and  Authority  of  every  Tribe  muft  be  in  o- 
ther  hands.  The  Levites  could  never  be 
Princes  of  Tribes,  or  Heads  of  Families  > 
nor  is  it  certain,  that  the  Levites  had  any 
fhare  in  the  provincial  Senates  or  Councils  of 
the  Tribes  at  all.  It  is  likely  they  were  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Magiftracies  of  their  own  Cities, 
and  of  their  own  Families,  who  inhabited . 
them.  As  they  were  free  from  military 
Services,  they  feem  in  like  manner  free  from 
Summons  by  the  fuperior  Officers,  and  fo 
from  Attendance  on  the  Princes  of  the  T ribes 
in  their  provincial  Affemblies,  except  fome 
few  of  them  fhould  aflifl  in  their  Courts  on 
account  of  their  better  Underftanding  in 
the  Laws  5  but  thefe,  as  fome  have  obferv'd 
with  good  Reafon,  feem  rather  to  be  placed 
in  the  Offices  of  Scribes,  Secretaries,  or  Re¬ 
corders,  than  of  Aldermen  or  Senators. 
The  fame  may  be  obferved  as  to  their  Seffion, 
Vote  and  Authority  in  the  national  Coun¬ 
cils,  or  Stares-Gcncral  of  the  united  Tribes. 

But  whatever  Power  the  Levites  had, 
whatever  their  Authority  was,  fuppofe  it 
more  or  lefs,  it  could  not  reach  to  the  Al¬ 
teration  of  the  Conffitution  in  their  favour 
any  manner  of  way  ;  for  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  any  provincial  Affembly,  not  in 
the  power  of  a  national  AiTembly,  if  the 
Levites  could  be  fnopofed,  to  govern  them 
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all  abfolutely,  cither  to  repeal  any  Law  in 
being  that  was  a  Bar  to  their  Ambition,  as 
the  univerfal  Mortmain  or  the  Prohibition 
of  Intereft,  or  to  procure  any  new  Law  to 
be  enabled  in  their  favour,  that  might  make 
way  for  any  Attempts  againft  the  Liberties 
of  their  Country. 

If  you  can  fuppofe  the  Levites  making 
any  fuch  Attempts  by  Mutiny  and  Force,  you 
may  perceive  all  fuch  Attempts  manifeftly 
impracticable.  The  Levites  were  a  few  Per- 
fons  in  the  midft  of  a  great  Number  of  If- 
raelites ;  they  were  themfelves  without 
Arms,  never  train’4  to  Difcipline,  not  hav¬ 
ing  onePerfonof  military  Skill  to  lead  them, 
but  furrounded  by  Perfons  in  Numbers,  a- 
bove  ten  to  one  armed  and  inftru&ed  in  mi¬ 
litary  Difcipline,  fully  officer’d,  and  ready  at 
a  Day’s  Warning  to  fupprefs  any  Mutiny  or 
rebellious  Infurredtion. 

So  that  to  fuppofe  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  Levites  to  difturb  the  Peace,  or  en¬ 
danger  the  Liberties  of  their  Country,  or  to 
draw  the  Power  and  Wealth  of  the  Nation 
into  their  own  hands,  efpecially  that  it  was 
artfully,  that  is,  knavijbly  defign’d  by  the  Con- 
ftitution  it  fhould  be  fo,  is  a  groundlefs  Ima¬ 
gination  and  fo  incredible  a  Fidtion,  that 
whoever  can  hope  to  impofc  it  on  the  World 
muft  firft  have  a  moft  contemptible  Opinion  of 
it,  for  Ignorance  and  Stupidity. 
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In  fad,  there  docs  not  appear  any  one  In- 
ftance  in  the  whole  Hebrew  Hiftory  for  fo 
many  hundred  Years  of  any  fuch  Dcfign  in 
the  Levites ,  or  of  the  Succefs  of  the  Priefts 
in  any  one  fuch  Projed,  There  were  confi- 
derable  Alterations  in  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment,  for  want  of  keeping  ftridlv  to  the 
original  Conftitution.  As  the  Hebrews 
chofe  no  Judge  to  fucceed  Jofhua ,  or  Elders 
in  the  room  of  the  Elders  of  his  Council, 
the  natural  Confequence  was  a  fort  of  Anar¬ 
chy ,  or  occafional  Judges,  with  Authority 
only  in  fome  of  the  Tribes.  This  made  the 
People  defire  a  King,  to  reftore  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  national  Union,  and  to  unite  the 
national  Force.  This  Kingdom  was  in  a 
few  Years  divided  into  two,  by  which  the 
original  Conftitution  was  fo  altered,  and  the 
national  Force  fo  weakned,  that  both  became 
more  expos’d  to  the  Invaflons  of  their  power¬ 
ful  Neighbours  the  Kings  of  Egypt ,  AJfyria 
and  Babylon ,  and  fuffered  much  from  them, 
as  was  naturally  to  be  expeded  from  their 
Diviftons  and  Animofities ;  but  where  is  it 
to  be  found  that  the  Priefts  or  Levites  were 
the  Authors  of  any  of  thefe  Alterations  ? 
Where  does  it  appear  the  Priefts  or  Levites 
got  any  Advantages  by  any  of  thefe  Altera¬ 
tions  ?  Where  are  the  new  Conftitutions  to 
be  found  in  favour  of  the  Priefts  and  Le¬ 
vites,  whereby  they  had  any  Acceflion  either 
of  Power  or  Wealth  5  or,  where  is  the  Ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  of  it  in  any  one  Inftance  of  the 
Hebrew  Hiftory  ?  It  was  not  the  Artifice  of 
the  Priefts  and  Samuel ,  it  was  the  Im¬ 
portunity  of  the  People  that  Paid,  Make  us  i  Samuel 
a  King  to  judge  us  like  all  the  Nations  ;viiii  s*6- 
for  the  thing  difpleafed  Samuel ,  or  he  did 
not  approve  of  fuch  an  Alteration  of  the  o- 
riginal  Conftitution.  In  the  Government 
of  Saul  the  firft  King,  the  Power  and  In¬ 
fluence  of  the  Levites  was  fo  low  that  they 
could  not  prevent  a  Majfacre ,  and  putting 
all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Nob  to  the  i  Samuel 
fwordj  nor  were  they  in  condition  to  re-xxii-  l8» 
Pent,  or  revenge  it.  There  was  no  Com-19’ 
motion,  not  the  leaft  national  Difturbance 
upon  it,  and  Abiathar  was  fain  to  fly  to 
‘David  for  Safety  ;  who,  himPelf  was  in  the 
greateft  danger,  hiding  himfelf  fometimesin 
one  Wildernefs,  Pometimes  in  another,  and 
had  only  about  Ptx  hundred  Men  with  him  ; 
nor  does  it  appear,  there  was  any  Confti¬ 
tution  piade  on  David's  Accefllon,  to  the 
particular  Advantage  of  the  Priefts. 

The  Revolution  under  Jeroboam  was  Po 
far  from  being  of  any  advantage  to  the 
Priefts  and  Levites ,  that  it  was  a  fatal  Blow 
to  their  legal  Rights  and  Interefts.  They 
loft  above  three  Quarters  of  their  Revenue, 
beftdes  the  Office  and  Dignity  of  Priefts,  in 
the  Cities  of  Ifrael.  Sure  the  Priefts 
were  very  unskilful  and  unlucky  Politicians, 
to  make  way  by  Jeroboams  Revolution  for 
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i  Kings  the  Calves  of  "Dan  and  Bethel ,  for  Pricfts 
xn  31 '  of  the  lowed  of  the  People,  who  were  not 
of  the  Sons  of  Levi ,  to  deprive  them  of 
fo  large  a  Part  of  their  Subftance ;  Confe- 
quences  eafy  to  be  forefeen  in  fuch  an  Al¬ 
teration  of  the  Government,  and  which  if 
the  Pricfts  and  Levites  had  common  Senfe, 
they  muft  have  ufed  all  their  Intereft  to  pre¬ 
vent,  inftead  of  having  any  hand  in  the  Con¬ 
trivance  or  Execution  of  it. 

So  contrary  to  all  Reafon,  Co  contrary  to 
all  hiftorical  Truth  of  Fads,  is  it  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  Hebrew  Conftitution  was  contrived 
partially  to  favour  the  particular  Intereft  of 
the  Levites ,  or  to  draw  the  Power  or 
AVealth  of  the  Hebrew  Nation  into  their 
hands. 


CHAP. 
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'That  Obedience  to  the  Ge?teral  States 
of  the  National  Union ,  in  whom 
the  Tribes ,  though  feparate  and  in¬ 
dependent  Provinces ,  were  u?2ited 
into  one  Government ,  was  ejfential 
to  the  Hebrew  Confutation ;  that 
to  difob ey  and  oppofe  their  Orders , 
was  a  very  dangerous  ASl  of  High- 
Treafon . 


ALL  wife  Governments  have  made  every 
Ad  of  High-Treafon  a  capital  Crime, 
and  have  juftly  accounted  it  one  of  the  moft 
dangerous  Offences  that  can  be  committed. 
It  is  not  only  an  Injury  to  one  Man,  or  to 
a  few  private  Perfons;  but  it  is  an  Injury  to 
the  whole  Society,  to  the  Peace  and  Order 
of  the  Government,  on  which  the  Property, 
the  Liberty,  the  Happinefs,  and  even  the  Lives 
of  every  one  in  the  Society  muff  depend. 
Treafon  is  defined  to  be  an  Offence  com¬ 
mitted  againft  the  Security  of  the  King  or 
Kingdom  >  according  to  the  Roman  Law, 
.  every  Attempt  againft  the  Emperor  or  Com¬ 
monwealth  was  Treafon  *.  By  our  Laws,  a 
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Man  commits  High-Treafon  by  counterfeit¬ 
ing  the  Coin,  or  the  Great  Seal,  by  killing  a 
Chancellor,  Treafurer  or  Judge,  in  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  their  Office  5  by  adhering  to  the 
King’s  Enemies,  by  levying  War  as  well  as 
by  compaffing  and  imagining  the  Death  of 
the  King.  So  that  all  Offences  which  di¬ 
rectly  tend  to  overthrow  what  is  neceffary 
to  the  Safety  and  Authority  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  efpecially  if  they  appear  in  overt  Acts 
of  forcible  Oppofttion  to  it,  are  ranked  a- 
mong  the  molt  heinous  Crimes,  and  which 
in  Juftice  and  Wifdom  deferve  the  fevereft 
Punifhment.  No  wonder  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment  fhould  take  care  to  fecure  its  Au¬ 
thority  in  the  fame  manner  all  wife  Govern¬ 
ments  have  ever  done  >  nor  is  it  to  be  won¬ 
der’d  at,  that  therefore  there  fhould  be  fe- 
vere  Penalties  in  the  Hebrew  Laws,  for  fuch 
Offences,  or  Examples  in  th ^Hebrew  Hiftory 
of  fevere  Punilhments  inflicted  on  fuch  Of¬ 
fenders. 

what  Among  the  Hebrews  the  MajeJlas  Irn- 
Mgh-  peril,  the  Authority  of  Government,  was  in 
‘llTul-'  the  firft  place  to  be  conftder’d  in  Jehovah 
brew  Go-  himfelf  as  King  of  Ifrael ;  therefore  what- 
wmment.  evcr  overt  amounted  to  a  Denial  of  his 

Right  and  Authority,  as  King  of  Ifrael , 
whatever  amounted  to  compaffing  and  en¬ 
deavouring  to  depofe  him,  was  the  higheft 
fort  of  Treafon  in  that  Government,  as  what  is 
committed  againfl:  the  Security  of  the  King,  is 
according  to  ourLaw,  and  what  was  attempted 

-  '  againft 
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againft  the  Emperor,  was  according  to  the 
Roman  Law,  and  what  deferved  the  fevered 
Punifhment  according  to  both. 

But  the  Authority  of  Government  is  to 
be  confider  d  next,  in  the  Perfons  to  whom 
the  Execution  of  the  Laws  and  Juftice  is 
committed  by  the  Conftitution.  Thefe,  in 
the  Hebrew  Government,  were  principally 
the  Judge,  the  national  Senate,  and  the  Con¬ 
gregation  of  all  Ifrael.  To  oppofe  then  and 
refill  their  Authority,  efpecially  in  the  Exe¬ 
cution  of  their  proper  Offices,  as  the  national 
States,  to  levy  War  againft  them,  was  in  their 
Conftitution  a  greater  Offence,  than  in  ours 
to  kill  a  Chancellor,  Treafurer  or  Judge,  in 
the  Execution  of  their  Office,  as  great  as  to 
levy  War  againft  the  King,  to  hinder  and  op¬ 
pofe  the  Execution  of  Juftice. 

One  would  think  there  is  little  need  to 
vindicate  theWifdom  of  Laws  againft  High- 
Treafon,  or  the  Juftice  of  fevere  Punifhments 
for  fo  heinous  Offences  $  yet  fo  it  is,  the 
Hebrew  Government  is  treated  With  uncom¬ 
mon  Severity  on  this  account.  Our  moral 
Philofopher  tells  us,  that  “  the  Decifion  of 
£c  the  Oracle,  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Lteevite> 
was  without  the  leaft  Truth,  natural  Ho¬ 
nour,  or  common  Juftice. - * — That  it 

“  is  evident  here  the  Oracle  was  neither  in¬ 
fallible  nor  impeccable  3  fo  far  from  it, 
“  that  he  encouraged  and  prompted  the 
c  People  to  the  moft  bloody  and  cruel  Out- 
Z  rage  that  had  ever  been  known  or  heard 

“  of? 
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of ;  and  an  Injury  done  to  a  fingle  Leviic 
was  thought  fit  to  be  revenged  by  cutting 
off  an  whole  Tribe,  Root  and  Branch, 
without  anyRegard  to  natural  Juftice  or  the 

leaft  Bowels  of  Mercy  or  Compafilon. - - 

That  not  lefs  than  three  hundred  thoufand 
Lives  or  Souls  were  facrificcd  upon  this 
Quarrel,  relating  to  a  Lev  it  e  and  his 
Whore  —  And  finally,  “  that  by  adding 
one  Wickednefs  to  another,  they  finifhed 
the  moft  perfect  Piece  of  Malice,  Revenge 
and  Villany,  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord-f 
Witch -  We  have  many  Objections  more  general, 

craft  an  cenfuring  the  Laws  acxainft  Idolaters,  Diviners, 
Witches,  and  fuch  like  Offenders,  as  unjuft 
therefore  and  cruel  and  even  contrary  to  the  natural 
Sigh~-  •  Rights  of  Confidence  5  or,  as  one  thinks  fit 
the  He-  to  exprefs  it,  “  deftroying  Men  on  the  Ac- 
brew  Co-  cc  count  Qf  Religion  and  Confcience 
'vemmr.t.  We  haye  feen  before,  it  became  the  Wif- 

dom  and  Goodnefs  of  God  to  put  a  ftop  to 
Idolatry,  and  the  great  Mifchiefs  which  were 
the  common  and  natural  Effects  of  it.  That 
this  was  the  great  Defign  of  the  Inftitution 
of  the  Hebrew  Government,  fo  that  to  tole¬ 
rate  Idolatry  in  this  Government  muft  violate 
all  the  Rules  of  common  Senfe,  as  well  as 
the  Maxims  of  political  Wifdom.  Now  all 
manner  of  Witchcrafts ,  Sorceries ,  Divina¬ 
tions ,  or  Pretences  to  either  of  them,  were 

an 
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ah  open  Profefllon  and  Prafticc  of  Idolatry. 

For  they  pretended  to  a  Knowledge  and  a 
Power  of  doing  things,  above  human,  in 
virtue  of  fupernatural  Powers  receiv’d  from 
the  Idols ,  with  whom  they  were  fuppofed  to 
have  an  immediate  and  intimate  Commerce. 

Now  the  very  Profefllon  of  having  received 
fuch  fupernatural  Powers  from  Idols,  was  an 
overt  Aft  of  Idolatry,  that  is  of  High-Trea- 
fon ,  in  the  Hebrew  Government  5  for  whe¬ 
ther  fuch  Declaration  was  really  true  or  falfc 
in  itfelf,  hill  the  Treafon  was  the  fame  5  for 
it  openly  denied  Jehovah  to  be  the  one 
true  God,  as  it  aflerted  the  Power  of  Idols ; 
it  was  comparing  to  depofe  Jehovah ,  as 
King  of  Ifrael,  by  afferting  the  Authority  of 
other  Gods  before  him.  No  wonder  then 
it  was  one  of  the  Laws  of  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment,  Thou  jhalt  not  ftijfer  a  Witch  ft?  Exodus 
live.  Forafmuch  as  all  Witches,  whether™1' 
real  or  pretended,  did  openly  profefs  and  prac- 
tife  Idolatry.  I  think  this  lingle  Obfervation 
fufficient  to  juftify  the  Wifdom  of  thefc 
Lav/s  againft  a  Praftice  of  Idolatry ,  and 
which  was  fo  very  likely  to  corrupt  weak 
Minds,  eagerly  fond  of  knowing  things  to 
come,  and  the  greater  Part  by  far  of  every 
Nation  in  the  World.  Let  others  make  good 
the  Religion  and  Confcience  of  Witchcraft. 

But  as  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  mil-  Cafe  of 
reprefent  the  Cafe  of  the  Benjamite  Rebel-  ^-teD^a 
lion,  and  to  render  the  Oracle  itfelf  odious,  hellion , 
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as  encouraging  and  prompting  the  People  to 
the  moll  bloody  and  cruel  Outrage  that  had 
ever  been  known  or  heard  of,  let  it  be  confi- 
dered  a  little  more  diftinctly. 

Let  us  take  the  true  State  of  this  Cafe  from 
the  Hebrew  Hiftory  itfelf,  which  is  thus : 
judg  xix.  It  came  to  pafs  in  thofe  Hays,  when  there 
*>  2, 3>4  ■'was  no  King  in  Ifrael ,  that  there  was  a 
certain  Levite  fojourning  on  the  fide  of 
Flount  Ephraim,  who  took  to  him  a  Concu¬ 
bine  out  of  Bethlehem- Judah  •■>  and  his  Con¬ 
cubine  played  the  IVhore  againft  him,  and 
went  away  from  him  unto  her  Father  s 
Ho ufe  in  Bethlehem- Judah  j  and  her  Huf- 
b.ind  ar  oft  and  went  after  her,  to  fpeak 
friendly  to  her-,  and  to  bring  her  again  s 
and  his  Father-in- Law,  the  'D am f el’s  Fa¬ 
ther ,  retained  him,  and  treated  him  kindly 
for  feveral  Days  fo  that  a  full  Reconcilia¬ 
tion  was  made  between  the  Levite  and  his 
Concubine,  or  Wife,  for  fo  it  will  prefently 
appear  fhe  really  was.  Returning  home, 
they  came  to  Gibe  ah,  a  City  of  Benjamin , 
where  they  met  with  lefs  Hofpitality  and 
Kindnefs  than  was  ufual  in  thofe  times  a- 
xnong  Strangers,  and  than  what  might  have 
been  juftly  expected  from  one  Ifraelite  to 
another.  Nor  did  they  expect  any  other 
Kindnefs  from  the  Men  of  Gibeah ,  than  what 
was  commonly  fhewn  to  every  Traveller,  in 
a  Country  where  there  were  no  publick 
Houfes  of  Entertainment.  They  brought 
their  Provifion  with  them,  and  only  wanted 
i  a 
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a  Lodging,  that  they  might  not  be  forced  to 
remain  all  Night  in  the  publick  Streets  of 
the  City.  At  length  they  were  receiv'd  into 
the  Houfe  of  one  who  was  alfo  of  Mount 
Ephraim ;  but  foon  the  Houfe  was  befet 
with  a  Defign  to  commit  a  mod  villainous 
Outrage  in  Violation  of  all  the  Rights  of  ju- 
ftice  and  Humanity,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
mod  abominable  Crimes,  the  Sin  againfl 
Nature.  They  adually  proceeded  fo  far  in 
their  Wickednefs  and  Villany*  as  to  abufe  the 
Levite’s  Wife,  in  fuch  manner  that  fhe  died 
in  a  few  Hours.  The  Levite  fo  highly  in¬ 
jured  complains  publickly  of  it ;  and  all  who 
heard  his  Complaint,  were  fenfible  of  his  In¬ 
jury.  For  all  who  f aw  it,  f aid,  there  was  Judg.  xix. 
no  fich  "Deed  done  nor  feen ,  from  the  Hay  3°- 
that  the  Children  oflfrael  came  up  out  of 
the  Land  of  Egypt  unto  this  Hay.  They 
all  efteemed  it  a  Crime  not  fit  to  be  palled  o- 
ver  infilence. 

Hereupon  the  Congregation  of  If rae l  was  xx.  1,2,3; 
gathered  together  .  ...  And  the  chief  of 
all  the  People ,  even  of  all  the  Tribes  of 
Ifrael ,  prefented  themf elves  in  the  Ajfem * 
bly  of  the  People  of  God .  So  that  here 
was  a  Meeting  of  the  General  States,  the 
Senate  and  People  of  Ifrael,  and  the  high 
national  Court  of  the  Hebrews .  They  exa- 
■  mine  into  the  Fads,  and  fend  to  the  Tribe 
of  Benjamin ,  to  learn  what  Anfwer  they  had 
to  make  for  themfelves,  or  to  deliver  up  the 
Criminals  to  Jufticej  but  the  Children  of  I3>  ,4; 

S  2  Benjamin 
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Benjamin  would  not  hearken  to  their  Voice 

„ _ but  gathered  themfelves  together  out 

of  the  Cities  unto  Gibeah ,  to  go  out  to 
Battle  againft  the  Children  of  Ifrael.  In- 
ftcad  of  appearing  in  the  Affcmbly  of  Ifrael, 
as  one  of  the  Tribes,  or  giving  any  Satisfac¬ 
tion  to  the  high  national  Court  afiembled  to 
enquire  into  "this  Affair,  they  refolved  nei¬ 
ther  to  make  any  Excuie,  or  give  the  States 
of  Ifrael  any  Satisfaction,  or  to  pay  any  Re- 
ciard  to  the  Authority  of  their  Summons  j 
but  refolved  to  defend  the  Inhabitants  of  Gi¬ 
beah  right  or  wrong  againft  the  national  Au¬ 
thority  and  J  uftice  of  all  Ifrael,  the  Senate  and 
People  bein?  now  afiembled  in  full  Parliament. 
They  carry  their  Point  fo  far,  as  to  levy  War, 
and  march  twenty-fix  thoulandMento  protect 
the  Offenders  from  publick  Jufticc.  This  ' 
brought  on  the  Civil  War ,  which  ended  in 
the  Ruin  of  the  City  of  Gibeah ,  and  almoft 
in  the  Detraction"  of  the  Tribe  of  Ben¬ 
jamin. 

This  is  the  plain  Account  of  the  whole 
Matter,  as  reported  in  the  Hebrew  Hiftory 
it f elf.  A  few  obvious  Reflections  will  fet 
it  in  a  true  Light. 

It  is  really  of  no  great  confequence  in 
this  Queftion,  what  the  perfonal  and  moral 
Characters  of  this  Levite  and  his  Concubine 
either  truly  were  or  are  fuppofed  to  be.  If 
«  he  was  a  drunken  Levite ,  and  if  fhe  was 
«  an  Whore,"  as  our  Moral  Philofopher  very 
freely  calls  them  both,  it  might  have  juftified 
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the  Magiftratcs  of  Gibeah ,  in  punifhing  them 
according  to  Law;  but  fure  it  could  be  no 
Juftification  for  a  riotous  Mob  to  break  open 
Houfes,  to  make  an  Attempt  of  Sodomy ,  and 
to  commit  Adultery,  Rape  and  Murder.  Is 
it  not  wonderful  Morality ,  to  excufe  as  far 
as  poflible,  fuch  unheard  of  Wickednefs,  and 
endeavour,  by  moft  uncharitable  Infatuations, 
without  the  lead:  Foundation  of  Proof,  to 
caft  all  the  blame  upon  a  poor  Levite  and 
his  Wife  ?  for  fo  fhe  was,  how  free  foever 
our  moral  Philofopher  makes  with  her  C ha- 
rafter,  to  call  her  fo  often  an  Whore.  Con¬ 
cubines,  with  the  Hebrews ,  were  lawful 
Wives,  and  differed  from  other  Wives  only 
in  Dower,  or  Jointure.  “  Certain  it  is,”  as 
Bifhop  Tat  rick  obferves,  “  fuch  Perfons  were 
really  Wives  ;  and  it  was  Adultery  in  any 
“  other  Pcrfon  that  lay  with  them,  but  they 
“  who  had  married  them.”  It  has  been  ob- 
ferved  to  this  purpofe  by  the  moft  eminent 
and  skilful  Author,  in  the  Underftanding 
and  Knowledge  of  the  Hebrew  Cuftoms  and 
Laws,  “  That  no  private  Perfon  could  have 
“  a  Concubine,  but  on  two  Conditions, 
that  fhe  was  an  Hebrew ,  and  that  he  mar- 
“  ried  her  *.” 

In  this  cafe,  the  Hiftory  itfelf  plainly  makes 
pur  Levites  Concubine  his  Wife ;  for  he  is 

S  3  expreflly 

*  Homo  privatus  autem  primo  non  poteft  Concubinam 
fumere,  nifi  fit  ancilla  Hebrasa,  &  deinde  femper  Defpon- 
fationem  adhibere  debet.  Maim.  Ha  lac.  Melac.  c.  4.  Qsha 
Lex  Rabbin,  V »  Cancubince* 
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cxprcffly  called  her  Husband,  and  her  Fa¬ 
ther  is  as  expreffly  called  his  Father-in- Law. 
So  that  fhe  was  his  Wife  properly  and  in  the 
ftritteft  Senfe,  according  to  Law. 

But  it  is  not  faid  in  the  Hiftory  itfelf,  his 
Concubine  played  the  JVhore  againjl  him . 
It  is  fo  faid  indeed  in  our  Tranflation.  It 
had  been  decent  in  2.  Moral T* hilofopher  how- 
ex  zs  ,  to  have  feen  how  far  the  Tranflation 
of  an  Hebrew  Word  may  be  depended  upon, 
before  he  made  it  the  foie  Foundation  of  lo 
heavy  a  Charge,  “  That  it  was  plain  from  the 
“  Story  itfelf,  that  the  Woman  before  her 
<c  Elopement  had  been  a  common  Whore 
Now  any  one,  without  any  great  Knowledge 
of  the  Hebrew  Language,  might  have  known 
at  lcaft,  that  it  is  not  plain  from  the  Story 
itfelf ;  for  Bifhop  Tatrick,  whom  every  Eng- 
lijh  Reader  who  pleafes,  mayconlult,  obferves, 
“  There  are  thofe,  who  by  the  Word  Tizneh , 
which  we  umftate  played  the  JVhore ,  will 
“  have  no  more  meant,  but  that  fhe  wasfro- 
“  ward,  and  contumacioufly  difobedient  j  fo 
“  that  fhe  could  not  endure  his  Company, 
“  but  forfook  him  f  "  So  that  according 
to  thefe,  our  Tranflators  fhould  not  have  ren¬ 
der’d  it  fhe  played  the  JVhore  againfl  him  > 
but  that  fne  eloped  from  him,  out  of  ill  Hu¬ 
mour:  and  the  Perfons  who  arc  of  this  Q- 
pinion,  arc  the  mod  eminent  for  their  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Hebrew  Language  and  Hiftory, 

the 
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the  ChaJdee  Paraphraft,  the  LXX  or  ancient 
Greek  Tranflation,  the  eminent  Hebrew  Hi- 
ftorian  Jofephus ,  and  the  vulgar  Latin. 
But  enough  of  a  Circumftance,  which  would 
be  of  little  conlequence  to  the  Merits  of  the 
Caufe,  if  it  was  as  certain  and  evident,  as  il¬ 
ls  uncertain  and  groundlefs. 

Let  us  come  to  what  is  more  material. 

As  far  as  it  appears  in  the  Hiftory,  there 
was  no  Mif-bchaviour,  either  in  the  Levite , 
or  his  Wife ;  it  is  therefore  unrighteous  to 
charge  them  with  any  on  mere  Sufpicion, 
without  any  Proof.  But  many  of  the  moft 
abominable  Crimes  are  exprellly  charged  on 
the  Inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  their  Attempt  on 
Strangers  and  Travellers  was  an  high  Viola¬ 
tion  of  the  Laws  of  Hofpitality  and  Huma¬ 
nity,  and  a  riotous  Breach  of  the  Peace.  It 
was  moreover  a  Breach  and  Violation  of  the 
common  Rights  of  all  the  Tribes,  to  a  fafe 
Paffage  through  the  whole  Country.  It  was 
not  only  an  Injury  to  private  Perfons,  but 
to  the  Tribes  of  Judah  and  Ephraim ,  to 
which  the  Levite  and  his  Wife  belonged } 
and  fo  to  all  the  Tribes,  as  it  might  be  the 
Cafe  of  any  of  them.  It  quite  miftakes  the 
Cafe,  or  mifreprefents  it,  to  make  it  only  the 
Concern  of  a  private  Levite  ;  for  Levite ,  or 
no  Levite ,  the  Injury  was  the  fame.  Any 
Man  of  Judah ,  Ephraim ,  or  any  other  T ribe, 
could  have  no  Security  of  travelling  fafely 
any  where,  if  fuch  open  Violence  was  tamely 
fuffered  to  go  unpunilhed.  It  is  true,  neither 
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Judah  nor  Ephraim  could  call  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Gibeah  to  an  account  by  the  Con- 
ftitution,  as  the  Tribes  were  independent  of 
each  other,  and  no  one  Tribe  hadjurifdiction 
over  another ;  but  for  that  very  rcafon  this 
was  a  Caufe  properly  cognizable  by  the 
States  General  of  Ifrael ,  and  that  feems  the 
true  llcalon  why  the  Congregation  of  all  If 
rael  was  affcmbled  to  enquire  into  if.  The 
Crimes  themfclves  committed  by  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  Gibeah  were  very  great,  and  made 
capital  by  the  Hebrew  Laws.  The  Laws  were 
in  particular  careful  to  prevent  Murders,  and 
to  engage  all  Perfons  to  ailift  in  the  Difco- 
very  and  Punifhincnt  of  them,  that  it  was  in 
particular  provided,  that  if  any  Perfon  was 

Dcut.  xxi .found  fain  in  a  Field ,  and  it  be  not  known 
who  hath  fain  him  \  then  the  Elders  and- 
Judges  fall  come  forth  and,  me  a  fare  unto 
the  Cities ,  which  are  round  about  the  Slain. 
This  Care  was  required  of  the  Elders  and 
Judges  of  the  Tribe,  that  the  Elders  of  the 
City  that  is  next  the  flain  Man  fhould  bring 
an  Heifer  and  ftrike  off  his  Neck,  and  fo- 
lemnly  purge  themfclves  of  having  any  hand 
in  the  Murder,  or  any  Knowledge  of  it. 

34«6,7,s  .Arid  all  the  Elders  of  that  City  that  are 
next  nm  o  t  he  (lain  Alan  fall  waf  their 
Hands  over  the  Heifer ,  that  is  beheaded 
in  the  Valley  and  fall  an  fiver  and  fay, 
our  Hands  'have  not  fed  this  Blood ,  nei¬ 
ther  have  our  Eyes  feen  it ,  be  merciful-)  O 
Lord,  unto  thy  ‘People  Ifrael,  whom  thoii 
$  haf 
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haft  redeemed,  and  lay  not  innocent  Blood 
unto  thy  People  of  Ifrael’s  Charge  j  and  the 
Blood  jhall  be  forgiven  them.  That  is,  to 
ule  the  words  of  Bifhop  Patrick ,  “  The 
Guilt  fhall  be  removed  from  them,  which 
“  Some  fort  would  have  lain  upon  them, 
if  they  had  taken  no  notice  of  a  Murder 
committed  fo  near  to  their  City  ;  nor 
made  inquisition  after  it,  and  expreifed 
“  their  Abhorrence  of  it.”  The  Laws,  you 
fee,  made  Provision  to  purge  a  near  City, 
and  in  a  folemn  manner  by  their  Magistrates] 
of  any  Knowledge  of  a  Murder,  in  which 
they  had  no  hand,  and  to  which  they  were 
no  ways  privy,  to  preferve  an  Abhorrence 
of  Murder,  and  a  Care  to  prevent  or  deted 
it.  Now  in  this  cafe,  there  was  a  molt  bar¬ 
barous  Murder  committed  in  the  midSt  of  a 
Chy,  aggravated  with  many  enormous  Cir- 
cumftances, which  the  Magistrates  took  no  care 
to  prevent,  nor  did  they  make  any  Inquisition 
after  it  to  punifh  it.  And  the  Magistrates  of 
the  Province  or  Tribe  adually  joined  them- 
felves  with  the  Magistrates  of  the  City,  in 
refufing  to  have  it  examined  before  the  Se¬ 
nate  and  People,  the  national  Court  of  If 
rael }  and  adually  levied  War,  and  appeared 
in  Arms,  to  oppofe  the  publick  justice  of 
the  Hebrew  Nation  in  full  Parliament  af- 
iembled.  It  is  this  View  of  the  Cafe,  which 
Shews  it  in  its  true  light.  All  the  Children  ju 
of  Ifr ael  were  gathered  together ,  and  the xx 
Chief  of  all  the  People,  even  of  all  the 

Tribes 
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Tribes  of  Ifrael ’  prefented  themfelves  in 
the  AJfembly  of  the 'People  of  God.  te  The 
“  Word  which  we  translate  Chief,  fays  Bi- 
fhop  Patrick ,  “  is  in  the  Hebrew ,  the  Cflr- 
“  ;  which  were  the  Strength  and  Sup- 

“  port  of  the  People,  as  the  Corner-Stones 
“  are  of  a  Building,  viz.  the  Heads  of  their 
“  Tribes,  Rulers  of  Thoufands,  and  Rulers 
“  of  Hundreds,  Fifties  and  Tens  That  is, 
this  Congregation  met  under  its  proper  Of¬ 
ficers,  not  tumultuoufly  and  diforderly,  as  a 
Mob  5  but  led  by  the  Princes  of  Tribes,  and 
Heads  of  Families,  which  when  nationally 
affembled,  as  we  have  fecn  in  the  Conftitution 
of  the  Hebrew  Government,  made  the  great 
Council  or  Parliament  of  Ifrael.  And  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  there  being  then  no  King 
(or  judge)  in  Ifrael ,  they  had  the  whole 
national  Authority,  ading  according  to  the 
Advice  of  the  Oracle,  lodged  in  themfelves. 
To  know  then  the  true  Reafon  of  this  Civil 
W; ar,  which  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  Benja- 
mites ,  we  fhculd  firfl  obferve,  that  the  Le- 
vite’s  Complaint  of  his  Wife’s  Murder  could 
go  no  further,  than  to  bring  the  Caufe  be¬ 
fore  the  Hebrew  Parliament,  when  the  Par¬ 
liament  was  met ;  all  that  followed,  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  quite  another  foot.  The  Congre¬ 
gation  examined  into  the  Truth  of  the  Fad, 
Jud". xx.  Then  faid  the  Children  of  Ifrael ,  tell  us, 
4-  how  was  this  JVickednefs  ?  Tell  ns ,  in  the 
Original  is  plural,  and  rnuft  mean  more  than 

one 
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onePerfon,  likely  the  Man  of  the  Houfe 
where  the  Levite  lodged  5  the  Levite  s  Ser¬ 
vant,  and  it  may  be  fome  others,  confirmed 
the  Levite” s  Evidence,  by  teftifying  them- 
felves  to  the  Truth  of  it.  Hereupon  the 
Tribes  of  Ifrael  fent  Men  through  all  the}uig.  xx. 
Tribe  of  Benjamin ,  faying ,  what  Wicked- 1 2*  ‘3- 
nefs  is  this  that  is  done  amongjl  you  ? 

Now  therefore  deliver  us  the  Men ,  the 
Children  of  Belial ,  which  are  in  Gibe  ah, 
that  we  may  put  them  to  death,  and  put 
away  Evil  from  Ifrael.  Upon  fo  eafy,  fo 
reafonable,  fo  equitable  Terms,  might  the 
Tribe  of  Benjamin  have  freed  itfelf,  from  all 
Diflurbance  and  from  all  Danger  ;  but  the ,  4> 
Children  of  Benjamin  would  not  hearken 
to  the  Voice  of  their  Brethren  the  Children 
of  Ifrael,  but  the  Children  of  Benjamin  ga¬ 
thered  themfelves  together  out  of  the  Ci¬ 
ties  unto  Gibe  ah,  to  go  out  to  Battel  againft 
the  Children  of  Ifrael.  So  that  now  the 
Cafe  was  quite  altered  from  the  Murder  of 
a  private  Perfon,  by  fome  Children  of  Be¬ 
lial  in  the  City  of  Gibeah,  to  an  open  Re¬ 
bellion  of  the  whole  City,  and  of  the  whole 
Tribe  of  Benjamin ,  againft  the  whole  na¬ 
tional  Authority  of  Ifrael.  They  not  only 
refufe  to  give  up  the  Murderers  to  Juftice, 
but  declare  openly  for  their  Prote&ion,  raife 
an  Army  and  march  to  fight  the  Children 
of  Ifrael,  in  Defence  of  them.  This  was 
the  true  Reafon  that  began  all  Hoftilities, 
that  the  whole  Tribe  of  Benjamin  made 

themfelves 
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thcmfelves  Accejfaries  to  all  the  Crimes  the 
Children  of  Belial  in  Gibeah  had  been  guilty 
of.  They  made  thcmfelves  in  particular 
guilty  of  the  common  Injury  done  to  all 
the  Tribes,  of  violating  the  Rights  of  a 
fafe  Palfage  through  each  other's  Dominions  j 
they  made  thcmfelves  Principals  in  a  Rebel¬ 
lion  againft  the  Authority  of  the  national 
Union,  and  were  guilty  of  High-Treafon  in 
comparing  the  Subversion  of  the  whole  He¬ 
brew  Government,  by  levying  War  againft 
the  Children  of  Ifrael  in  full  Parliament 
alfembled.  Was  this  Quarrel  with  all  Ben¬ 
jamin ,  “  a  private  Quarrel  relating  to  a  Le- 
vite  and  his  Whore?”  Was  this  the  real 
Quarrel  of  the  Ifraelites  with  all  the  Tribe, 
or  was  it  levying  War  againft  all  Ifrael ? 
And  is  the  Punifhment  of  Rebels  in  Arms- 
againft  the  Government,  and  actually  fighting 
to  deftroy  it,  tho'  with  the  Severity  of  mili¬ 
tary  Execution,  “  the  moft  bloody  and  cruel 
“  Outrage  that  had  ever  been  feen  or  heard 
of?  Let  any  Man  but  caft  his  eyes  into 
Hiftory,  and  he  will  foon  find  Examples 
enough  to  convince  him  of  the  contrary. 

But  there  is  one  Tranfaftion  relating  to 
the  Conduct  of  this  Affembly  of  Ifrael ’ 
which  it  may  not  be  improper  juft  to  take 
notice  of  in  this  place.  The  Punifhment 
of  the  Benjamites ,  in  adual  Arms  againft 
the  Government,  may  appear  lefs  hard  than, 
the  Punifhment  of  the  Men  of  Jabejh-Gilead. 

They 
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They  did  not  appear  upon  the  general  Mu¬ 
tter.  On  this  account  twelve  thoufand  Men  juda 
are  ordered  to  put  them  to  military  Execu-9-  ° 
tiom  They  were  not  in  adual  Arms  againft 
the  Government,  but  they  were  evidently 
guilty  of  j Defertion >  a  capital  Crime  by 
the  military  Laws  of  all  Nations,  and  a 
capital  Crime  of  very  heinous  nature  in  the 
Hebrew  Government.  All  Ifrael  held  their 
Inheritances,  as  we  have  feen  before,  by  mi- 
lit  ary  Service;  this  was  the  only  Defence  of 
the  Nation  and  Government,  to  defert  this 
Service  muft  greatly  endanger  the  Safety  and 
very  Being  of  the  Government  itfelf.  It  was 
not  only  Difobedience  to  the  Authority  of 
the  Hebrew  Nation,  and  a  Violation  of  the 
Conftitution,  but  a  Difobedience  of  fuch 
nature,  as  if  allowed,  muft  end  in  the  Dc- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Government :  For  every  one 
would  foon  have  found  out  fome  Pretence 
or  other  to  excufe  their  own  Attendance; 
Military  Executions  are  indeed  terrible  things, 
but  they  are  defign  d  to  ftrike  Terror  in  fome 
cafes,  the  only  means  to  preferve  Obedience, 
and  maintain  Difcipline,  to  prevent  yet  more 
terrible  Evils  that  may  follow  on  a  general 
Licence  to  Defertion.  Suppofe  a  Tribe  of 
Ifrael  had  been  invaded,  and  cut  off  by  their 
Enemies,  for  want  of  the  Aftiftance  of  the 
other  Tribes  :  Suppofe  the  whole  Army  and 
Strength  of  the  Nation  cut  in  pieces,  be- 
caufe  weakned  by  t{ie  Defertion  of  many, 
who  thought  it  fafer  to  flay  at  home,  and 
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out  of  harm’s  way,  than  to  run  any  of  the 
Hazards  of  War  in  Defence  of  their  Coun¬ 
try,  though  to  fave  the  Lives  of  Thoufands 
and  p refer ve  the  whole  Nation  from  De¬ 
ft  ru&ion. 

It  fhould  alfo  be  obferved,  that  in  the 
Heat  of  War,  when  Mens  Spirits  arc  greatly- 
warmed  by  high  Provocations,  they  are  fome- 
times  tempted  to  do  fevere  and  cruel  things, 
which  a  cooler  Temper  and  more  fedate  Judg¬ 
ment  would  have  prevented  ;  thefe  are  the 
Faults  of  Tajfion ,  not  the  Direction  of  Laws, 
and  fo  far  arc  to  be  accounted  the  Faults  of 
Men,  not  of  a  Conftitution.  I  the  rather 
take  notice  of  this,  as  it  gives  a  general  An- 
fwer  to  many  of  the  Objections  uiually  made, 
to  the  Juftice,  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  the 
Hebrew  Laws,  as  given  by  Mofes.  When 
Men  are  faulty,  how  good  foever  their  Cha¬ 
racters  may  be  in  other  refpefts ;  let  them 
bear  their  own  Guilt,  but  let  us  be  careful 
not  to  make  the  Laws  guilty,  for  the  lake  of 
any  Man’s  Weaknefs  or  Palllons. 

The  Importance  of  this  Remark  may  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Benjamites  before 
us.  How  juft,  how  necelfary  foever  it  was, 
to  punilh  their  Rebellion  j  yet  it  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  without  any  Reflexion,  either  on  the 
Oracle,  or  the  Hebrew  Laws,  that  the  Army 
of  Ifrael  might  carry  the  Punifhment  of 
the  Benjamites  too  far,  and  with  a  Severity 
that  might  exceed  all  Qi  regions  of  the  Law 
and  Rules  of  Prudence  j  and  which  were  by 
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no  means  either  directed  or  warranted  by  the 
Oracle.  So  that  when  the  People  came  to 
confider  it  more  coolly  after  the  Heat  of 
Action,  the  Beople  repented  them  for  Ben-h&.  xxi 
jaminy  and  even  the  Elders  of  the  Congre-‘5' 
gation  confuited  how  to  reftore  the  Tribe 
again,  that  a  Tribe  might  not  be  deftroyed u. 

01f  °f  Ifiael.  It  is  then  very  unfair  in  the 
Moral  Thilofopher ,  -to  aferibe  all  Actions  in 
this  War  to  the  Oracle,  or  to  aflert,  “  that 
u  the  Oracle  encouraged  the  People,  and 
t(  Prompted  them  to  the  moft  bloody  and 
u  ^rue^  Outrage  that  had  ever  been  feen  or 
heard  of.  For  which  there  is  not  the 
leaft  Foundation  of  Truth.  The  Oracle  re¬ 
ally  directed  no  more  than  this,  that  Judah  Judg.  xx 
according  to  ancient  Cuftom  Jbould  go  uplS- 
frft  to  Battle :  And  after  the  Ifraelites  had  23, 28. 

een  beaten  at  find  by  the  Benjamites ,  the 
Oracle  direfts  the  Continuance  of  the  War  j 
and  at  length  the  Oracle  gives  them  a  Pro- 
mile  of  Viftory.  Now  what  bloody,  what 
cruel  Outrages,  are  encouraged  or  prompted 
by  any  of  thefe  Oracles  ?  It  feems  they  did 
not  take  Advice  of  the  Oracle,  as  they  ought 
to  have  done,  but  trufted  too  much  to  them- 
ldves.  The  firft  Queftion  they  ask,  is.  Which 

°l  &°  UP  firfi  to  the  Battle  againfi 

the  Children  of  Ifrael  3  not  whether  they 
mould  go  to  War  at  all.  So  they  began  with 
an  irregular  Step,  which  is  the"  likely  Rea- 
7  why  they  were  at  firft  defeated  by  the 
Benjamites,  that  they  might  learn  not  to 

truft 
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traft  in  their  Numbers  and  Strength,  but  in 
the  Protection  of  Jehovah.  When  they  laft 
confult  the  Oracle ,  whether  they  fhould  con¬ 
tinue  the  War  and  leave  it  to  God’s  Direc¬ 
tion  ;  they  have  an  Anfwcr,  that  God 
would  deliver  the  Benjamites  into  their 
hands.  This  is  all  the  Concern  the  Oracle 
had  in  the  whole  Cafe,  whatever  After-ufe 
was  made  of  the  Vi&ory,  had  no  Dire&ion 
from  the  Oracle,  for  the  Oracle  was  no  ways 
confulted  about  it ;  and  therefore  it  is  un¬ 
righteous  to  impute  it  to  the  Oracle.  Let 
every  one  then  bear  his  own  blame,  and  an- 
fwer  for  himfelf  for  any  Wrong  he  has 
done,  what  arifes  cither  from  the  Corruption 
of  the  Conftitution,  or  an  undue  Execution 
of  Laws,  are  the  perfonal  Faults  and  Mif 
demeanors  of  private  Men  ;  but  are  not  by 
any  Rules  of  Realbn,  Juftice  or  Equity, 
chargeable  on  the  Laws  or  Conftitution. 
How  great  Reproach  foever  it  may  be  to  thofe 
who  execute  good  Laws  ill,  no  fair  Reafoner, 
no  honeft  Lover  of  Truth  will  inlift  upon  it, 
as  a  juft  Reproach  either  on  the  Laws  or 
the  Lawgiver. 

O 

Cafe  of  the  The  foregoing  Account  of  the  Benjamite 

iVar^ith  Rebellion  might  fufficiently  ferve  to  fhew, 
how  the  Principles  of  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment  are  applicable  in  like  cafes,  and  how 
they  give  a  fatisfa&ory  Anfwer  to  like  Ob¬ 
jections,  railed  on  fome  other  Pafiages  of  the 
Hebrew  Hiftory  $  but  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 

make 
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make  their  Application  more  eafy  and  plain, 
by  confidering  a  few  Inflanccs  more,  clpe- 
cially  as  Attempts  have  been  made  to  reflect 
feverely  on  Samuel  and  the  Prophets,  “  as 
if  they  had  inflamed,  divided  and  excited 
“  the  People  to  Rebellion  *5”  and  to  thofe 
religious  Wars,  “  by  which  both  Kings 
and  Prophets  were  at  laft  exterminated, 
“  and  the  whole  Nation  perfectly  enflav- 
“  e^  +•”  Let  us  fee  how  the  foregoing  Prin¬ 
ciples  fhew  the  Injuftice  of  this  Charge  in 
two  principal  Inftances,  the  one  of  Samuel , 
in  the  times  of  Saul ,  the  other  of  the  Pro¬ 
phets  in  the  days  of  Akak 

Saul’s  Expedition  againft  A'malek  by  Sa¬ 
muel’s  Dire&ion,  according  to  the  Command 
of  God,  is  reprefented  as  a  Project  of  the 
Prophet  to  defiroy  the  King.  “  It  is  evident, 
fays  our  Author  l'o  often  mentioned,  “  that 
“  this  was  a  Plot  laid  by  the  Prophet  for  the 
“  King’s  Deftruftion  5  for  if  he  had  not  gi- 
“  veil  the  Soldiers  the  Booty  or  Plunder 
“  of  the  conquered  Country,  the  whole 
“  Army  would  have  mutinied,  and  deferted; 
<c  fince  this  was  what  they  had  never  been 
denied  in  all  their  Wars,  and  then  the 
“  King  muft  have  fallen  a  Sacrifice  to  the 
“  difappointed  and  inraged  Soldiery,  which 
u  was  doubtlefs  what  the  Prophet  intend¬ 
ed  So  our  Author  ;  let  us  fee  the 
Truth  of  this  Cafe. 

T  Samuel 

*  Moral  Philof.  I.  313, 
i  Id.  304.  ' 
t  Id.  298. 
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Samuel  came  to  Saul ,  and  faid  unto  him, 
i  Samuel  "The  Lord  hath  fent  me  to  anoint  thee  to 
xv.  i,  ife  be  King  over  his  ‘ People ,  over  Ifrael.  Nov: 
therefore  hearken  thou  unto  the  Voice  of 
the  Word  of  the  Lord.  Thus  faith  the 
Lord  of  Hofls ,  I  remember  that  which 
Amalek  did  to  Ifrael ,  how  he  laid  wait 
for  him  in  the  way  when  he  came  up 
from  Egypt.  Now  go  and  fmite  Ama- 
lek ,  and  utterly  defiroy  all  that  they  have , 
and  fpare  them  not  s  but  fay  both  Man 
and  Woman ,  Infant  and  Suckling ,  Ox  and 
Sheep ,  Camel  and  Afs. 

It  appears  in  the  Hebrew  Hiftory,  that 
when  Amalek  came  out  and  fought  with 
Exod.xvii  Ifrael ,  that  the  Lord  faid  unto  Mofesy 
14,15,16.  JVrite  this  for  a  Memorial  in  a  Book ,  and 
rehear fe  it  in  the  Ears  of  Jofhua  s  for  I 
will  utterly  put  out  the  Remembrance 
of  Amalek  from  under  Heaven.  Accor- 
ingly  Mofes  built  an  Altar ,  or  erected  a 
monumental  Pillar,  which  was  fometimes  the 
Ufe  of  Altars,  in  Teftimony  that  the  Lord 
will  have  War  with  Amalek  from  Genera¬ 
tion  to  Generation. 

Amalek  was  the  firft  of  the  Nations,  that 
made  War  with  Ifrael ,  and  as  a  firft  and 
chief  Enemy  of  Ifrael ,  was  fentenced  from 
the  Times  of  Mofes  to  be  cut  off.  A  Me¬ 
morial  of  this  Sentence  is  erected  by  Mofes 
in  his  own  Times,  to  preferve  it  in  conftant 
Memory,  that  the  Hebrew  Nation  might 
never  forget  it,  or  be  ever  tempted  to  enter 

into 
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into  Alliances  or  Friendfhips  witli  it.  It  was 
moreover  one  of  the  handing  military  Laws, 
with  refpeft  to  the  Cities  of  thofe  People' 
which  God  gave  them  for  their  Inheritance' 
Thoujhalt  fave  alive  nothing  that  breatheth '  Deut  xx 
bat  thou  jhalt  utterly  deftroy  them.  This '6, 17. 
was  an  original  and  handing  Law  of  the 
Conhitution,  a  Punifhment  fevere  indeed, 
but  appointed  for  Perfons  whofe  Crimes  dc- 
ferved  the  fevereh  Punifhments,  and  who,  as 
was  lhewn  before,  were  wifely  made  Ex¬ 
amples  for  the  Warning  of  the  whole  Na¬ 
tion  of  Ifraej  as  well  as  the  Neighbour  Na¬ 
tions,  to  keep  themfelves  from  fo  provoking 
Abominations. 

The  fame  Reafons  then,  which  juhify  the 
Punifhment  of  the  Canaanites  in  general, 
will  juhify  the  particular  Punifhment  of  the 
Amalekites.  It  is  plain  in  Hihory,  that  this 
Sentence  againh^zW^hadnot  been  execut¬ 
ed  when  Samuel  dire&ed  Saul  to  take  upon 
himfelf  the  Execution  of  it.  The  weak 
State  of  the  Hebrews  under  their  occahonal 
Judges,  and  while  they  were  opprefled  by 
feveral  Neighbour  Nations,  may  account  for 
the  Reafons  why  it  had  been  deferred  fo 
long ;  but  now  the  Power  of  the  Nation 
was  united  in  a  King,  Saul  had  gained  great 
Advantages  over  the  Thiliftines,  and  it  was 
high  time  to  improve  thofe  Advantages  to  a 
better  Settlement  of  the  Hebrew  Nation  in 
the  promifed  Land,  which  was  of  very  great 
Importance  to  the  Safety  as  well  as  the 
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Profperitv  of  their  Government.  And  what 
could  be  more  advilcable  than  to  begin  with 
Amalek  ?  Was  it  unbecoming  a  Prophet  to 
put  Saul  in  mind  of  a  folcmn  Law  and 
perpetual  Ed  id  of  Jeho  vah ,  to  root  out 
Amalek  ?  Was  it  unbecoming  Samuel  as  a 
Counfcllor,  to  ad  vile  Saul  to  begin  with  an 
ancient,  dangerous  and  inveterate  Enemy,  the 
more  dangerous  as  they  were  ready  to  attack 
the  Hebreves  behind,  if  ever  they  fhould  be 
put  to  defend  themfelves  againft  any  new 
Attempts  ot  the  CP hilijtines,  a  rich  powerful 
and  formidable  People,  as  Saul  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Subjection  of  the  Amalekites  loon 
found  with  the  Lofs  of  his  Life  ? 

Where  now  is  it  evident  in  this  Hiftory, 
that  (as  our  Author  obferves)  this  was  a 
Plot  laid  by  the  Prophet  for  the  King’s 
Deftrudion  ?  The  Crimes  of  Amalek ,  the 
Sentence  pronounced  againft  Amalek ,  the 
monumental  Pillar  to  keep  it  in  perpetual 
Remembrance,  were  all  as  old  as  die  Days 
of  Mofes ,  above  three  hundred  Years  before 
Samuel  or  Saul,  either  the  Prophet  or  the 
King  were  born.  But  it  may  be  the  Plot 
did  not  lie  in  this,  that  Saul  was  exhorted 
to  make  War  with  Amalek ,  becaufe  the  Lord 
had  laid,  I  will  have  War  with  Amalek  from 
Generation  to  Generation,  or  till  that  evil 
Generation  was  rooted  out.  Samuel's  Plot 
it  fhould  feem  rather  lay  in  this,  that  he 
had  ordered  all  the  Spoil  or  Bootv  fhould 
;be  deftroyed,  and  net  given  to  the  Army. 

Lor, 
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For,  fays  our  Author,  “  if  he  ( Saul)  had 
“  not  given  the  Soldiers  the  Booty  or  Plun- 
“  der  of  the  conquered  Country,  the  whole 
<£  Army  would  have  mutinied  and  delertcd  5 
«  fmce  this  is  what  they  had  never  been 
<£  denied  in  all  their  Wars,  and  then  the 
££  King  muft  have  fallen  a  Sacrifice  to  the 
££  difappointed  and  enraged  Soldiery,  which 
t£  was  doubt lefs  what  the  Prophet  intend - 
££  edr  Amazing  Confidence!  fo  pofitive 
in  afl'erting  what  is  fo  groundlefs,  and  fo 
falfe. 

What !  had  the  Army  never  been  denied 
the  Booty  in  all  their  Wars  >  Who,  that  had 
ever  read  the  Crime  or  Punifhment  of  A- 
chan ,  but  would  blufh  at  afl'erting  what  is  fo 
evidently  falfe,  unlefs  every  thing  muft  be 
right  with  a  Moral  Philofopher,  if  it  may 
ferve  for  Matter  of  Accufation  againft  a 
Prophet. 

At  the  Siege  of  Jericho  the  City  was  put 
under  an  Anathema  or  Curie,  aimoft  in  the 
fame  Words  as  Samuel  ufes  concerning  A- 
malek ,  and  the  City  fall  be  ac  cur  fed, ,  it  Jo:.v  i.17 
and  all  that  are  therein ,  to  the  Lord. 

This  military  Anathema  or  Curfe  was  the 
Hebrew  Phrafe  for  military  Execution  ;  the 
E ffe&s  of  which  are  thus  explained,  And  they  2  t 

utterly  deftroyed  all  that  was  in  the  Cityx 
froth  'Man  and  IFoman ,  young  and  old ,  and 
Ox,  and  Sheep ,  and  Afs ,  with  the  Edge 
of  the  Sword . 
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'RutAchan  committed  aTrefpafs  in  the  ac- 
Jof.vii.zi.curfed  thing;  for  he  faw  among  the  Spoils 
a  goodly  Babylonijh  Garment  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  Shekels  of  Silver,  and  a  W edge  of  Gold 
of  fifty  Shekels  weight,  and  he  coveted  and 
took  them:  for  this  Crime  he  was  condem¬ 
ned  to  Death,  all  Ifrael  (toned  him  with 
Stones,  and  his  Memory  was  afterwards  men¬ 
tioned  with  Ignominy  as  the  Troubler  of 
Ifrael. 

Was  it  then  doubt lefs ,  the  Intention  of 
Samuel  to  raife  a  Mutiny  in  the  Army  a- 
gainft  Saul  for  denying  the  Spoils,  which 
was  what  they  had  never  been  denied  in  all 
their  Wars  ;  doubt  lefs,  an  eld  Prophet  and 
fudge  in  Ifrael  could  not  intend  any  fuch 
tiling;  for  he  could  not,  indeed  hardly  any 
one  Ifraelite could  be  ignorant  of  the  dir ed 
contrary,  if  only  from  the  exemplary  Punifh- 
ment  of  Achan. 

The  Difobcdicnce  of  Saul  in  this  cafe, 
was  really  a  very  aggravated  Fault.  It  was 
not  only  afiuming  to  himfclf  a  difpenfing 
Power,  but  it  was  a  direct  Violation  of  the 
original  Laws  of  Jehovah  ;  which,  we  have 
already  feen,  were  facred  and  unalterable  by 
the  Conftitution. 

Now  to  afilimc  and  exercife  a  Power  of 
difpenfing  with  and  fufpending  of  Laws,  was 
juftly  underftood  by  our  Legiflature,  as  a 
principal  Evidence,  that  the  late  King 
James  II.  did  endeavour  to  fubvert  and  ex¬ 
tirpate 
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tirpate  the  Laws*  and  Liberties  of  this 
Kingdom.  This  fair  Reprefentation  of  the 
Cafe,  may  fhew  how  unfairly  the  Conduct 
of  the  Prophet  Samuel  is  refleded  upon,  not 
only  without  any  Foundation  of  Truth,  but 
even  againft  the  plained  Evidence  of  Truth 
to  the  contrary. 

The  Cafe  of  the  Prophets  in  Ahab’s  Cafe  of  the 
time,  is  full  out  as  plain.  I  fhall  fay  no-  Pff!ffs‘K 
thing  of  the  Charader  or  Authority  of  thec/Ahab, 
Prophets,  which,  befides  that  the  Confidera- 
tion  of  them  is  in  an  abler  hand-f',  is  not 
very  material  to  the  Queftion  before  me. 

I  am  only  to  fhew  how  the  foregoing  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Hebrew  Civil  Government 
will  entirely  remove  all  thofc  Objedions  a- 
rifing  from  this  Part  of  the  Hebrew  Hiftory, 
fo  far  as  the  Revelation  of  Mofes  can  be 
concerned  in  it.  For  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  no  Man’s  private  Behaviour,  tho"  bred  in 
the  Schools  of  the  Prophets,  can  be  any  juft 
Pvefledion  either  onthofe  Schoolsor  their  In- 
flitutions ;  lead  of  all,  on  the  original  Laws 
and  Condi  tutions  of  Mofes.  Who  was  ever 
fo  unreafonable,  as  to  make  the  private  Mif- 
behaviour  of  Per  Ions  bred  in  any  Univer- 
fitics,  whether  Fellows  of  Colleges  or  Heads 
of  Houfes,  a  Refledion  on  Nurferics  of 
Learning  ?  Who  ever  inferred  from  thence 
that  Precepts  of  Virtue  were  not  taught  in 

T  4  them, 
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them,  becaufe  fomc  of  their  Scholars  proved 
vicious,  notwithftanding  their  Education. 

If  then  four  hundred  Prophets,  or  four 
times  as  many  Perfons,  educated  or  living  in 
the  Colleges  of  Prophets,  fhould  think  it  for 
their  Intereft  to  court  King  ylhab  and  Queen 
Jezabel,  and  prophefy  fmooth  things,  fuch 
as  fhould  pleafe  them,  however  falfc  ;  what 
is  this  to  Mofes  and  his  Revelation,  to  the 
C  ha  rafter  and  Authority  of  true  and  faithful 
Prophets  ?  Micajah ,  a  true  Prophet,  calls 
thefe  four  hundred  Ahab’s  Prophets, .not  the 
’*,ng!  Lord’s.  Now  therefore  the  Lord  hath  put 
a  lying  Spirit  in  the  Mouth  of  all  thefe 
thy  cProphets,  and  the  Lord  hath  fpoken 
evil  concerning  thee.  Thefe  Court  Pro¬ 
phets,  who  gave  themfelves  up  to  a  Spirit  of 
Palfhood  to  pleafe  the  King,  arc  yet  by  our 
Author  fhrewdly  fuppolcd  “  to  have  con- 
“  fpired  together  to  fend  King  Ahab  up  to 
u  Ramoth  Gilead ',  that  he  might  there  fall 
“  in  Battle  j  which  took  effect,  and  the 
<c  King  was  flain,  though  they  had  all  aflured 
him  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  that  he 
“  fhould  gain  the  Victory  and  return  in 
“  Peace*.”  True,  all  Ahab’s  own  Prophets 
had  given  him  fuch  A  durance ;  but  Mica¬ 
jah,  the  true  Prophet  of  the  Lord,  had  af- 
27.  lured  him  of  the  contrary  5  for  which  Free¬ 
dom  the  King  committed  him  to  Prilon,  and 
ordered  him  to  be  fed  with  the  Bread  and 
Water  of  Affliction.  You  fee  thus  plainly, 

neither 
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neither  the  true  Prophets  of  the  Lord, 
nor  any  of  the  Laws  or  Conftitutions  of  the 
Mofaical  Revelation,  are  the  leaft  concerned 
in  this  Cafe  of  Ahab.  You  fee  further  how 
groundlefs  it  is  to  charge  even  thefe  Court 
Prophets  with  a  Confpiracy  to  fend  the  King 
to  War,  that  he  might  fall  in  Battle.  The 
Hiftory  {hews  how  much  Ahab  loved  to  be 
deceived,  when  it  was  propofed  to  confult 
Micajah ,  he  faid,  I  hate  him ,  for  he  doth  \  Kings 
710 1  prophefy  Good  concerning  me,  but  Evil'-, XX11' 8' 
but  Ahab’s  Prophets  were  much  better  Cour¬ 
tiers,  they  aimed  only  at  pleafing  him  5  and 
what  Advantage  could  thefe  Prophets  have, 
by  a  Confpiracy  againft  Ahab’s  Life?  They 
might  hope  iomething  from  his  Favour  while 
he  lived,  but  had  little  to  expect  if  by  his 
Death  the  Credit  of  the  true  Prophets  of 
the  Lord  fhould  be  revived.  But  to  return 
from  the  Mif-condud  of  the  falfe  Prophets 
to  the  Condud  of  the  true. 

Our  Author  obferves,  “  Experience  by 
this  time  had  evinced,  that  it  was  im- 
“  poffible  for  the  regal  Power  and  prophe- 
tick  Office  to  fubfift  together,  and  there- 
“  fore  Ahab  hoped  to  have  put  an  end  to 
this  holy  Order,  and  thereby  have  cut  off 
“  the  Occafion  of  any  more  religious 
“  Wars  ....  He  therefore  feems  to  have 
“  formed  a  Dcfign,  and  laid  a  Scheme,  if 
“  poffible,  to  root  them  out,  and  to  efta- 
“  blifh  fome  other  Religion  more  friendly 
“  and  beneficent  to  Mankind  5  and  that 

“  might 
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11  might  not  obftrud  his  Alliances  with  other 
Nations*/'  So  our  Author  reprefents  the 
Idolatry  of  Ahab  in  comparifon  with  the 
Worfhip  of  the  true  God,  as  the  eftablifhed 
Religion  of  the  Hebrew  Nation.  Ahab 
had  married  Jezabel  Daughter  of  the  King 
of  Zidon ,  an  Idolater  :  “  She  was  a  Woman 
“  of  great  Policy  and  Contrivance,  by  whom 
“  he  might  execute  his  Dcligns  without 
“  feeming  to  be  diredly  engaged  in  it  him- 
“  felf.  She  laid  a  Scheme  for  the  Dcftruc- 
“  tion  of  the  Lord's  Prophets,  and  for  which, 
<c  (as  our  Author  tells  us)  fhc  feemed  to  have 
“  had  fome  Appearance  of  natural  jufiice.'' 
The  Prophets  it  feems  were  againft  a  Tole¬ 
ration  of  Idolatry,  or  a  Sufpenfton  of  tlic 
Laws  againft  Idolaters  in  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment,  by  King  Ahab’%  Prerogative ;  but 
Queen  Jezabel  thought  this  Zeal  of  the 
Prophets  “  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nature, 
“  and  Nations  5  and  therefore  fhc  laid  a 
**  Defign  for  the  Deftrudion  and  Extermr- 
u  nation  of  thefe  Prophets,  as  Enemies  not 
“  only  to  their  own  Country,  but  to  the 
4C  common  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  the 
<c  World  -f*."  And,  does  our  Author  think 
fo  too?  Would  he  have  his  Readers  think 
thus  with  Queen  Jezabel ,  and  juftify  her 
Defign  for  the  Deftrudion  and  Extermination 
of  the  Prophets  for  thefe  P^cafons.  Let  the 

foregoing 
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foregoing  Principles  of  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment  determine  the  Cafe. 

We  have  fecn  the  Juftice,  Wifdom  and 
Goodnefs  of  putting  a  flop  to  Idolatry,  by 

the  Hebrew  Conftitution -  that  Idolatry 

was  High-Treafon  in  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment - that  the  Prohibition  of  Mar¬ 

riage  with  Idolaters  being  one  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Laws  of  Jehovah ,  was  unalterable, 
and  not  to  be  difpens’d  with,  by  any  Power 

or  Authority  in  that  Government. - —  That 

a  Toleration  of  Idolatry  in  that  Govern¬ 
ment  was  fubvcrfive  of  the  chief  Defign 
and  principal  End  of  the  Conftitution,  irre- 
concileable  to  common  Senfe,  as  well  as  to 

political  Wifdom. - That  it  was  a 

Breach  of  the  Covenant  of  Jehovah ,  or  of 
the  original  Contract  between  Jehovah 
and  the  Nation,  and  of  the  Oath  of  Alle¬ 
giance  to  Jehovah ,  by  which  all  Perfons 
were  bound  from  the  lowed:  of  the  People 
to  the  higheft  Magiftrate. 

What  fort  of  Perfons  then  muft  the  Pro¬ 
phets  have  been,  if  they  could  have  fallen 
in  with  King  Ahab's  Defign,  to  abolifh  the 
Worfhip  of  the  one  true  God,  in  order  to, 
introduce  Idolatry  as  a  more  friendly  Re¬ 
ligion,  and  more  beneficent  to  Mankind  ? 
If  they  could  have  thought  with  Queen 
Jezabel ,  that  the  Punifhment  of  Idolatry, 
according  to  the  Laws  of  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment,  was  contrary  to  the  Law  of 
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Nature  and  Nations,  what  honeft  Man  in 
all  Ifrael ,  Prophet  or  no  Prophet,  but 
would  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  he  law¬ 
fully  might,  to  prevent  the  utter  Subver¬ 
sion  of  the  Religion,  Laws  and  Conftitu- 
tions  of  his  Country,  on  which  his  own 
Liberties,  Property  and  Happinefs  did  de¬ 
pend.  For  the  fame  Power  that  deftroved 
the  Conftitution,  might  deftroy  every  Man’s 
Rights  and  Properties,  which  were  only  to  be 
Supported  by  it.  Naboth’s  Right  to  his 
Vineyard  would  be  brought  to  depend  on 
the  King’s  Will,  as  much  as  the  Laws  a- 
gainft  Idolatry. 

The  Wifdom  of  our  Government  has 
declared  it  inconfiftent  with  the  Safety  and 
Welfare  of  this  Proteftant  Kingdom,  to 
be  governed  by  a  Popifh  Prince,  or  by 
any  King  or  Queen  marrying  a  Papift  j 
and  therefore  it  is  enacted  *,  that  every 
Such  Perfon  Shall  be  excluded,  and  be  for 
ever  incapable  to  inherit,  poflefs  or  enjoy 
the  Crown  and  Government  of  this  Pvcalm. 

- - And  in  all  and  every  Such  Cafe  or 

Cafes,  the  People  of  thefc  Realms  Shall  be, 
and  are  hereby  abfolvcd  of  their  Alle¬ 
giance. 

If  Queen  'Jezabel  would  have  thought 
thefe  Methods  of  Preservation  againft  the 
Danger  of  Popery  contrary  to.  the  Lavs 
of  Nature  and  Nations,  I  hope  no  honeft 

Englifmnan , 
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Englijhman ,  who  has  feen  in  Experience, 
that  Popery  is  inconfiftent  with  the  Safety 
and  Welfare  of  this  Proteftant  Kingdom, 
but  will  own  it  to  be  a  wife  and  necel- 
fary  Provifion,  to  preferve  his  Religion, 
Liberty  and  Property,  and  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  leaf!  Breach  in  this  Security  to 
our  Happine fs  from  the  prefent  Proteftant 
Succeftion.  Whether  Idolatry  was  not  as  in¬ 
confiftent  with  the  Safety  and  Welfare  of 
the  Hebrew  Government,  let  every  Man 
judge? 

I  fhall  but  juft  take  notice  of  one  Ob- 
fervation  more  of  our  Author's,  in  this 
Charge  againft  the  Prophets :  “  That  every 
“  King  and  Royal  Family,  who  could  not 
<e  come  into  thefe  Meafures,  were  marked 
“  out  for  Deftru&ion  5  and  the  moft  formi- 
l<  dable  and  bloody  Rebellions  raifed  a- 
“  gainft  them  for  encouraging  and  fupport- 
“  ing  Idolatry  This  Charge  of  Rebel¬ 
lion  againft  Kings  and  Royal  Families  founds 
great,  and  may  perhaps  lead  unthinking 
People  to  imagine  fome  divine  hereditary 
Right  of  Succeftion  in  thefe  Kings  and 
Royal  Families  3  and  that  it  mull  be  an 
heavy  Aggravation  of  Rebellion  in  the  Pro¬ 
phets,  to  oppofe  the  Exercife  of  the  Royal 
Prerogative  for  the  Eftablifhment  of  Idola¬ 
try.  But  pray  obferve  who  thefe  Kings  and 
Royal  Families  were  3  Ahab  was  the  Son  of 

Omri , 
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Omri ,  a  general  Officer,  who  came  to  be 
King  by  flaying  Zimri ,  who  had  confpircd 
againft  Elah  his  King,  and  killed  him.  E- 
lah  was  the  Son  and  Succcflbr  of  Baafia, 
who  began  his  Royal  Family  by  confpiring 
againft,  and  flaying  Eadab  the  Son  of  'Je¬ 
roboam  >  andthi  sjeroboam,  the  Founder  of  his 
Royal  Family,  obtain’d  his  Crown  by  a  Revolt 
from  the  Kingdom  andFamily  oiHavid.  You 
lee,  here  are  three  Royal  Families  of  Omri , 
Baajha  and  Jeroboam ,  all  of  them  founded  in 
lefs  than  fifty  Years  5  all  of  them  founded 
by  Subjects  either  confpiring  againft  their 
Kings,  and  flaying  them,  or  revolting  from 
them.  In  which  of  thefe  Royal  Families 
was  the  divine  Right  of  hereditary  Succef- 
flon  ?  If  in  none  of  them,  what  will  all  this 
Outcry  of  formidable  and  bloody  Rebellions 
againft  every  King  and  Royal  Family  amount 
to  ?  In  a  word,  it  was  by  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment  an  cflential  Limitation  of  the 
Power  and  Prerogative  of  every  Magiftracy 
whatever,  of  the  Congregation  of  all  Ifrael, 
of  the  national  Senate,  of  the  Judge,  and  of 
the  King,  whether  feparately  or  jointly,  that 
their  Power  did  not  extend  to  repeal  the 
Laws  againft  Idolatry,  or  to  difpenfe  with 
the  Execution  of  them  :  for  it  was  a  Breach 
of  the  firft  Covenant,  or  original  Contract  be¬ 
tween  Jehovah  and  the  Hebrew  Nation, 
which  required  they  fhould  have  no  other 
Gods  before  him.  It  could  not  therefore 
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poflibly  be  Rebellion,  to  oppofe  all  Attempts 
again!!  the  Laws,  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
Nation.  It  would  have  been  Rebellion  a- 
gainft  the  Government,  not  to  have  endea¬ 
vour’d  to  fupport  and  maintain  it,  again!!  all 
fuch  Attempts  of  an  unlawful  Prerogative. 

Upon  the  whole,  confidering  the  true  De- 
fign  of  the  Hebrew  Government,  the  feverai 
Parts  of  it  will,  I  hope,  appear  wife  and  well 
chofen  to  anfwer  the  Ends  propofed  by  them. 
And  as  the  Defign  of  ere&ing  a  Government 
to  put  a  flop  to  Idolatry,  and  to  preferve  in 
it  the  Knowledge  and  Worfhip  of  the  one 
true  God,  the  be!!  Principles  of  Virtue,  of 
private  and  publick  Happinefs,  appears  a  kind 
and  good  Defign,  as  well  as  agreeable  to  Ju- 
!lice  :  It  will  prove  an  unanfwerable  Defence 
of  that  Part  of  Revelation,  and  fhew  from 
the  Conftitution  of  the  Government  itfelf, 
how  weak,  how  groundlefs,  how  falfe  the 
ufual  Obje&ions  again!!  it  really  are. 
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APPENDIX 

T  O  A 

DISSERTATION 

O  N  T  H  E 

Civil  Government  of  the  Hebrews. 

THE  Author  of  the  Moral  Philofopher 
has  been  pleafed,  in  his  third  Vo¬ 
lume,  to  take  Notice  of  a  Differta- 
tion  on  the  Civil  Government  of 
the  Hebrews ,  principally  with  relation  to  fome 
Obfervations  which  v/ere  made  on  the  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  Account  given  by  the  M.  P.  of  the 
Levitical  Revenues.  Our  Author  paffes  over 
in  Silence  the  Defign  of  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment  to  preferve  the  Knowledge  and  the  Wor- 
fhip  of  the  one  True  God  from  the  lpreading, 
and  almofl  univerfal  Corruption  of  the  World 
by  Idolatry,  to  put  fome  Stop  to  the  many 
barbarous,  immoral  and  inhuman  Rites,  to  the 
enormous  Adds  of  Vice  and  Wickednefs  which 
were  encouraged  by  the  very  Idols  themielves, 
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which  were  worshipped  as  Gods,  and  which 
fhew’d  the  Punifhment  of  the  Canaanites  as  an 
Example  to  other  Idolaters,  and  as  a  Caution 
to  the  Hebrews,  a  Defign,  worthy  the  Good- 
nefs,  as  well  as  the  Wifdom  of  God,  and  no¬ 
ways  inconAftent  with  the  Juflice  or  God,  as 
the"  Moral  Philofopher  would  reprefent  it.  He 
is  as  filent  to  what  was  offered  with  refpedt  to^ 
the  Cafes  cf  the  Benjamite  Rebellion,  Saul’s 
War  with  the  Amale  kites,  and  the  Behaviour 
cf  the  Prophets  to  the  idolatrous  King  Ahab : 
He  had  loaded  all  thefe  with  all  manner  of 
Reproach,  with  the  keeneft  Reflexions  on  the 
Prophets,  on  Samuel ,  and  on  the  Oracle  itfelf. 
Heb.Gov.  The  Prophets  were  reprefented  as  having  in- 
279-  flamed,  divided  and  excited  the  People  to  Re¬ 
bellion,  and  to  thofe  religious  Wars,  by  which 
both  Kings  and  Prophets  were  at  laft  extermi¬ 
nated,  and  the  whole  Nation  perfectly  enflav- 
ed.  He  had  reprefented  the  Expedition  of  Saul 
a^ainif  Amalek  by fSamuel  s  Advice,  as  a  Plot  laid 
ib.  25;.  by  the  Prophet  for  the  King’s  DeftruXion,  and 
that  in  the  Benjamite  Rebellion,  the  Oracle  had 
encouraged  the  People,  to  the  moft  bloody  and 
cruel  Outrage,  that  had  ever  been  known  or 
heard  of,  that  an  Injury  done  to  a  Angle  Le- 
Ate,  was  thought  At  to  be  revenged  by  cut¬ 
ting5  off  a  whole  Tribe,  Root  and  Branch, 
without  any  Regard  to  natural  Juflice,  or  the 
leait  Bowels  of  Mercy  or  Compafflon.  He 
had  every  where  aflerted,  that  the  Hebrew 
Conftitution  was  contrived  partially,  to  favour 
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the  particular  Interefts  of  the  Levites ,  and  to 
draw  the  Power  and  Wealth  of  the  Nation 
into  their  Hands. 

The  Differtation  on  the  Civil  Government  of 
the  Hebrews,  propofed  to  fhew,  from  the 
Laws  of  the  Conftitution  itfelf,  that  thefe  Re¬ 
flexions  were  without  any  Foundation  of  Rea- 
fon,  contrary  to  hiftorical  Truth  of  FaXs, 
inconfiftent  with  the  Defign  and  Frame  of 
the  Hebrew  Government,  and  to  the  feveral 
Parts  of  the  Conftitution. 

For  it  appeared,  from  the  whole  Plan  of 
the  Government,  that  its  Balance  was  fo  well 
fixed,  that  no  one  Part  had  Power  to  over¬ 
bear  the  reft,  in  particular  that  the  Conftitu¬ 
tion  had  taken  effeXual  Care  it  could  not  be  in 
the  Power  of  the  Levites.  ib.  c.  xiH. 

It  appeared,  from  the  Conftitution,  that 
the  Benjamites  were  punifhed  for  levying  War 
againft  the  Government,  and  whole  Hebrew 
Nation ;  fo  that  it  was  an  heinous  AX  of 
High-Treafon,  and  not  a  private  Injury,  that 
they  were  punifhed  for.  It  appeared  that  the 
Expedition  of  Saul  againft  Atnalek  by  Samuel  s 
Advice,  was  not,  could  not  be  a  Plot  laid  by 
the  Prophet  for  the  King’s  DeftruXion ;  the 
Crimes  of  Amalek ,  the  Sentence  againft  Ama- 
lek,  the  Monument  to  keep  them  in  Remem¬ 
brance,  were  fome  Hundred  of  Years  older 
than  either  Samuel  or  Saul  j  and  the  Difobedi- 
ence  of  Saul  in  this  AXion,  was  a  very  aggra¬ 
vated  Fault,  in  aftuming  a  difpenftng  Power, 
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in  diredt  Violation  of  the  Conditution.  Our 
Author  had  allowed,  that  Ahab  had  formed  a 
Defign,  if  poffible,  to  root  out  the  Prophets, 
and  to  edablifh  fome  other  Religion  more 
friendly  and  beneficent  to  Mankind  ;  or  that 
Ahab  intended  at  lead  to  difpenfe  with  the 
Laws  againd  Idolatry,  if  not  to  edablifh  Ido- 
il>.  287.  latry  as  the  national  Religion.  Such  Attempts, 
it  was  obferved,  would  have  been  a  mani- 
feft  Breach  of  the  original  Contract  between 
Jehovah  and  the  Nation,  by  which  the  high- 
eft  Magidrates  were  bound,  as  well  as  the 
lowed  of  the  People.  Every  honed  Man 
therefore  in  Ifrael ,  Prophet,  or  no  Prophet, 
was  concerned  to  prevent,  as  far  as  he  law¬ 
fully  might,  an  utter  Subverfion  of  the  Reli¬ 
gion,  Laws,  and  Conditution  of  his  Country, 
on  which  his  own  Liberty,  Property,  and 
Happinefs  mud  depend.  It  was  highly  un¬ 
reasonable  and  unjud  to  charge  Endeavours  for 
preferving  the  Conditution  againd  an  unlawful 
difpenfing  Power,  as  formidable  and  bloody 
Rebellions  raifed  againd  every  King  and  royal 
Family,  without  taking  any  Notice  at  all  that 
Idolatry  was  abfolutely  inconiident  with  the 
Safety,  Welfare,  and  whole  Conditution  of 
the  Hebrew  Government.  And  every  one, 
who  daould  have  given  any  Countenance  to 
fuch  Attempts,  mud  have  been  guilty  of  a 
traiterous  Attempt  to  depofe  Jehovah ,  and  of 
High-Treafon  againd  him,  as  the  fupreme  ci¬ 
vil  Governor  of  Ifrael. 
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According  to  the  Rules  of  Reafoning,  the 
M.  P.  having  faid  nothing  in  anfwer  to  thefe 
Fadts,  the  Reader  is  allowed  to  conclude  ftill, 
that  fuch  Objections  as  thefe  againft  the  Con- 
ftitutions  of  Mojes ,  only  fhew  either  an  utter 
Ignorance  of  the  Hebrew  Government,  or  Heb. 
fuch  good  Will  to  cenfure  and  condemn  it,  as  Gov-  A 
dares  firft  falfify  its  Conftitutions,  in  order  af¬ 
terwards  to  cenfure  them,  as  criminal  or  ridi¬ 
culous.  Fadls  are  ftubborn  things,  and  will 
not  yield  either  to  Strength  of  Imagination,  or 
to  the  Arts  of  Mifreprefentation  ;  lo  that  all 
our  Author’s  Reafonings,  as  they  are  unfup- 
ported  by  the  Hiftory  or  Laws  of  the  Hebrew 
Nation,  and  are  contrary  to  both,  mild  be 
fallacious,  for  one  plain  Reafon,  becaufe  they 
conclude  againft  Facls. 

The  M.  P.  has  indeed  made  one  Obferva-  Mor.Phil 
tion,  that  I  go  all  along  on  the  common  Sup-  v-ul-3 39 
polition,  that  the  Hebrew  Government  was  a 
Theocracy,  and  of  immediate  divine  Inftitu- 
tion,  in  which  God  himfelf  condefcended  to 
be  their  King  and  Civil  Sovereign.  “  This,  Pref.  vii. 

O  O  1 

t(  with  many  others,  who  had  gone  before 
“  me,  he  fays,  I  have  taken  up  for  granted, 

<{  and  argued  from  it  without  Proof.  I  am 
<c  faid  to  affume,  as  others  had  done  be- 
“  fore  me,  the  Theocratic  Conftitution  of 
“  Mojes  as  a  Pojiulatum ,  that  he  cannot  fee  I 
{C  have  offered  any  thing  in  Proof  of  it,  but 
“  the  Authority  of  Mofes  himfelf,  which  is 
“  the  very  Thing,  he  fays,  in  difpute. 
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I  can  hardly  tell  how  to  believe,  our  Author 
really  thinks,  that  what  he  calls  the  very 
Thing  in  difpute,  is  a  Thing  at  all  in  difpute 
between  him  and  me.  The  real  Queftion,  in 
which  alone  I  am  concern’d,  is  this,  What 
was  the  Hebrew  Conflitution  and  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  it  appears  in  the  Hiftory  and  Laws 
of  the  Hebrew  Nation  ?  What  was  the  Go¬ 
vernment  Mofes  eftablifh  d,  and  the  People 
receiv’d  from  him  in  the  Name  of  Jehovah  ? 
Now,  what  can  prove  this  fo  well,  as  the  Re¬ 
cords  of  the  Hiftory  and  Laws  of  that  Nation 
themfelves  ?  The  only  queftion  before  me, 
being  a  Queftion  of  Faft,  what  the  Hebrew 
Conflitution  was  according  to  Law  ?  I  had 
no  Queftion  at  all  concerning  the  Authority  of 
Mofes ,  whether  it  was  divine  or  human,  of 
divine  Original,  or  according  to  our  Author, 
a  facred  Impofture  ?  For  my  Queftion  was 
not,  by  what  Authority  Mofes  gave  his  Law, 
but* what  that  Law  was,  which  he  publifhed 
in  the  Name  of  Jehovah  to  Ifrael  ? 

Now  the  Laws  of  the  H.ebrew  Government, 
as  delivered  by  Mofes ,  were  manifeftly  on  the 
Plan  of  a  Theocracy  :  Jehovah  was  propofed 
to  the  Hebrew  Nation  as  their  Civil  Sovereign 
by  Mofes ,  and  received  and  acknowledged  as^ 
fuch  by  the  unanimous  Content  and  Vote  ot 
the  whole  Nation.  David  therefore  juftly 
calls  the  Hebrew  Government,  the  Throne  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Jehovah  over  Ifrael.  This  I 
had  proved  from  the  Hiftory  and  Laws  of  the 
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Hebrews ,  as  they  are  on  Record  in  their  own 
mod:  ancient  Writings.  And  is  not  this  the 
beft,  indeed  the  only  Proof  of  what  the  He¬ 
brew  Government  was,  in  its  original  Confti- 
tution  ?  If  I  had  offer’d  any  other  Proof,  it 
had  been  impertinent,  becaufe  nothing  to  the 
Argument ;  for  every  Government  really  is 
juft  what  it  is,  and  cannot  be  any  other  than 
what  it  is,  whatever  Original  it  may  have. 

The  Laws,  for  Inftance,  of  Numa ,  are  juft 
what  he  gave  the  Romans ,  let  the  Motives  he 
ufed  to  enforce  their  Authority  be  real  or  pre¬ 
tended. 

I  had  proved,  that  the  Hiftory  and  Laws 
of  the  Hebrew  Government  manifeftly  fhewed 
a  Theocracy,  and  that  the  Hebrews  did  actu¬ 
ally  receive  and  own  Jehovah  for  their  civil 
Sovereign.  Does  the  M.  P.  difpute  this  with 
me?  Hear  his  own  Words  :  “  The  Angel  3*4- 
“  Jehovah ,  he  fays,  had  never  been  known 
“  under  that  Name  till  the  Time  of  Mofes  ; 

for  tho’  the  fame  Angel  had  often  appear- 
“  ed,  walk’d  up  and  down  and  convcrfed 
<e  with  Men  before,  yet  he  had  never  till  now 
tc  taken  the  Name  of  Jehovah ,  which  was 
peculiar  to  the  Supreme  Being  ;  but  Mofes 
“  now  firft  deify’d  this  Angel,  becaufe  he  muft 
“  have  a  local,  tutular,  oracular  God,  and 
“  could  not  have  governed  the  World  with- 
<c  out  it.”  And  again,  cc  The  Ijraelites , 

“  from  the  Days  of  Mofes ,  believed  their  na- 
tional,  tutelar  God  to  be  Jehovah ,  or  the 
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315.  tc  Supreme  God.”  In  this  Account  of  our 
M.  P.  with  all  itsMiftakes  and  Contradictions 
in  other  Particulars,  it  appears  he  allows  that 
Mojes  taught,  and  the  IJraelites  from  the  Days 
of  Mojes  believed,  their  national,  tutelar  God 
to  be  Jehovah,  or  the  Supreme  God,  or  that 
it  was  the  Supreme  God,  who  they  believed 
brought  them  out  of  Egypt,  gave  them  their 
Laws,  Civil  and  Political,  as  well  as  Moral, 
and  often  directed  them  by  his  Oracle  ;  fo  that, 
according  to  our  Author,  th q  IJraelites  believ¬ 
ed  Jehovah  was  the  Perlon  who  adted  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Ways  as  their  Civil  Sovereign.  Thus  far 
the  M.  P.  feems  to  have  no  Difpute  with  me 
at  all. 

1  have  been  fo  particular  to  fet  the  true 
State  of  the  Queftion  before  the  Reader,  that 
he  may  not  be  milled  from  tine  real  Queinon 
to  one  of  a  quite  different  Nature,  and  be  de¬ 
ceived  by  what  our  Author  fuggeffs,  that  I 
have  taken  for  gi anted,  what  I  ought  to  have 
proved  in  my  Argument  :  He  will  fee  I 
have  fully  prov’d  all  that  I  was  to  prove,  that 
the  Hiftory  and  Laws  of  the  Hebrews  make 
their  Government  a  Theocracy  ;  and  he  will 
further  fee,  I  hope,  that  another  Queftion 
which  our  Author  has  endeavoured  to  lhuffle 
into  the  Room  of  it,  is  nothing  to  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  my  Argument,  and  which  I  had  no 

Concern  to  prove  at  all. 

With  our  Author’s  good  Leave,  the  very 

Thing  in  Difpute  between  him  and  me,  was, 
D  Whether 
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Whether  the  Mofaical  Conftitutions,  or  the 
Government  and  Laws  of  the  Hebrews  were 
in  themfelves  unwife,  unequh  unjuft,  ty¬ 
rannical  and  cruel  r  Whether  they  vvre  a  Re- 
fmement  on  theSuperftition  of  And  to 

fuppofe  or  affirm  any  of  them  of  the  true  God, 
nmft  be  equally  abfurd  and  blafphemous. 
This  was  the  Queftion  on  which  I  join’d  Iffiie 
with  our  Author,  by  denying  the  Charge,  and 
endeavouring  to  ffiew,  by  a  fair  Reprefen  ta- 
tion  of  the  Mofaical  Conftitutions  and  Laws, 
that  they  were  wife,  juft  and  good  in  them¬ 
felves,  formed  on  a  good  Defign,  and  on  a 
wife  Plan  :  This  is  really  the  only  Difpute  be¬ 
tween  us  ;  and  the  Reader  will  obferve,  if  the 
Moral  Philofopher  had  proved  never  fo  clearly 
that  the  Hebrew  Conftitution  had  no  other 
Foundation  than  human  Polity,  it  would  not 
have  proved  what  he  was  to  have  proved,  to 
make  good  his  own  Charge,  that  the  Laws 
themfelves  were  unwife,  unjuft,  tyrannical  and 
cruel,  for  that  was  the  Charge  our  Author  had 
exhibited  againft  them. 

Let  it  then  be  obferved,  tho’  I  have  only 
proved  the  Theocracy  from  the  antient  Hiftory 
and  Laws  of  the  Hebrews ,  which  the  M.  P. 
calls  taking  it  as  a  Pofhdatum ,  there  is  nothing 
at  all  wanting  to  myArgument :  For  tho’  I  left 
the  Proof  of  the  divine  Authority  of  Mofes  as 
a  Lawgiver,  to  that  Evidence  which  has  been 
fo  fully  and  fo  unanfwerably  given  by  others, 
ftill  the  Fact  is  plain,  Mofes  taught,  and  the 
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Hebrews  believed,  a  Theocracy  ;  this  our  Au¬ 
thor  himfelf  allows,  and  v/as  all  my  Argument 
wanted,  which  was,  from  this  Defign  and  ge¬ 
neral  Plan  of  the  Hebrew  Government,  to  (hew 
theWifdom  and  Equity  of  the  particular  Law? 
of  that  Conftitution. 

I  muft  therefore  take  leave  to  think  myfelf 
noways  accountable  to  give  any  Anfwer  at  ail 
to  his  Romance,  concerning  the  firft  Rife  and 
Original  of  the  Hebrew  Theocracy,  which  is 
juft  fuch  another  Conceit  as  that  the  Ifraelites , 
while  in  Egypt ,  had  been  much  amaz’d  and 
furpriz’d  with  the  infallible  Declarations  and 
Decifionsof  Jupiter  Hammon, when  our  Author 
now  owns  himfelf,  that  the  Practice  of  deify¬ 
ing  Heroes  and  great  Men  did  not  begin  till 
Solomon's  Time,  when  Sefac,  or  Sejoflris ,  built 
a  Temple  to  his  Father  ^;zw0tf,whofe  Daughter 
M.  P.  iii.  Solomon  had  taken  for  his  Queen  3  that  is.  Am- 
102.  mon  was  born  fome  Hundreds  of  Y  ears  after 
Mojes  had  led  the  Children  of  Ifrael  out  of 
Egypt. 

Yet  that  the  Reader  may  not  be  induced  to 
give  Credit  to  this  Romance,  from  the  Air  of 
Truth  and  Hiftory  with  which  it  is  deliver’d, 
I  fhall  give  him  a  Specimen,  to  (hew  how 
uroundlefs  thofe  rafts  are  which  he  alledges  in 
Support  of  it,  and  that  the  Principal  of  them 
are  contrary  to  the  Truth  of  Hiftory  and 
Chronology.  According  to  our  Author, 
««  Mofes  only  form’d  and  eftablifh’d  an  inde¬ 
pendent  Government  and  Kingdom  of  his 

“  own. 
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■  et  own,  upon  the  very  fame  Plan  or  Pried- 

■  “  hood  which  JoJeph  had  fettled  in  Egypt 
<<  above  two  hundred  Years  before.”  So  that 

•  our  Author,  in  giving  his  Account  of  the  Rife 
and  Original  of  the  Theocracy,  very  freely 
takes  two  Things  for  granted ;  the  one,  tnat 
JoJeph  had  fettled  in  Egypt  an  independent  Go¬ 
vernment  and  Kingdom  in  the  Pried  hood  j 
the  other,  that  MoJ'es  form  d  and  edablilh  d  his 
own  Government  and  Kingdom,  upon  the 
fame  Plan  of  Priedhood  which  JoJeph  had 
fettled  in  Egypt  above  two  hundred  Years  be¬ 
fore  :  Both°thefe,  on  Examination,  will  appear 
not  only  to  be  groundlefs,  but  contrary  to 
Truth. 

“  Jofeph  (our  Author  fays)  had  obtain’d  a 
«  Decree  or  Ordinance  from  Pharaoh ,  which 

“  made  the  Church  Lands  unalienable,  and  ir- 

“  refumable  by  the  Crown,  by  which  Means 
“  the  Priedhood  in  Egypt  became  hereditary, 

«  and  independent  of  the  Crown.”  In  what  M.  P.  iii. 
Hidory,  in  what  Record  did  our  Author  find  20' 
this  Decree  or  Ordinance  of  Pharaoh  s  ?  Has 
our  Author  Authority  to  make  what  Hidory 
he  pleafes,  and  impofe  it  on  the  World,  with¬ 
out  any  Voucher  at  all  ?  Our  Author  indeed 
mentions  one  Text  of  Scripture,  which  he 
thus  mifreprefents  to  his  Reader,  <c  The  ib.  p.  21. 
“  Pried’s  Lands  were  not  feized  or  taken  too,  Gen.xlvii 
“  becaiife  they  were  not  Pharaoh’*,  v.  26. 

I  think  it  would  be  right,  if  Authors,  when 
they  quote  Texts,  efpecially  when  they  ufe 
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them  as  Proofs  and  Arguments,  would  firft 
read  them :  I  have  read  this  Text  over  and 
over  again,  and  can  neither  find  the  Words 
our  Author  quotes,  nor  the  Senfe  he  would 
impofe  upon  it :  Let  the  Fveade  fee  whether 
he  can  find  either  :  The  '  ords  of  the  Text 
are  thele,  And  Jofeph  made  a  Law  over  the 
Land  of  Egypt  unto  this  Day,  that  Pharaoh 
Jhoiiid  have  "a  fifth  Part,  except  the  Land  of  the 
Prie/ls  only,  which  became  not  Pharaoh's .  Are 
thefe  the  Words  the  M.  P.  has  given  us  for 
the  Text,  The  Priefts  Lands  were  not  feized 
or  taken  too,  becaufe  they  were  not  Pharaoh's. 
This  Law  fpeaks  of  no  Lands  feized  or  taken 
away  :  Jofep  h  had  already  bought  all  the  Lands 
of  Egypt  for  P  her  rob,  ver.  20.  only  the  Lands 
of  the  Priefcs  bo. Act  he  not,  ver.  22.  Now  this 
Law  which  charg’d  the  Lands  of  Egypt  with 
a  fifth  Part  as  a  Land-Tax  to  the  Crown,  was 
readily  reftoring  Lands,  and  not  feizing  them  ; 
it .  was  returning  the  Land  of  Egypt  which 
Pharaoh  had  bought,  back  again  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietors,  fubjedt  only  to  a  Subfidy  of  Four 
Shillings  in  the  Pound.  This,  if  our  Author 
pleafes,  may  be  confidered  as  an  Improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Revenues  of  the  Crawn,  and  fo  as 
an  Addition  to  the  Strength  and  Power  of  the 
Kings  of  Egypt ;  but  fare  it  was  not  a  very  po¬ 
litick  Way  to  make  the  Priefthood  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  Crown.  The  Priefts  had  their 
Lands,  it  is  true,  free  from  this  new  Tax  or 
Subfidy,  becaufe  they  became  not  Pharaoh' s. 


to  a  Dissertation, 

as  the  other  Lands  of  Egypt  then  were.  Jofeph 
having  bought  the  Land  of  Egypt  for  Pharaoh , 
except  the  Lands  of  the  Priefts :  When  the  Lands 
were  reftored  by  a  new  Grant,  referving  a  fifth 
Part  to  the  Crown,  the  Lands  of  the  Priefts 
not  being;  within  the  Grant,  could  not  be  fub- 
jedt  to  the  Tax,  or  referv’d  Rent.  So  that  the 
Priefts,  notwithftanding  this  Law,  held  their 
Lands  juft;  on  the  fame  Tenure,  which  they 
did  before  the  Famine,  whatever  that  Te¬ 
nure  was.  Here  is  not  oneWord,  “  That  Jo- 
“  feph  had  obtain’d  a  Decree  or  Ordinance 
<c  from  Pharaoh ,  which  made  the  Church 
tc  Lands  unalienable  and  irrefumable  by  the 
“  Crown,  by  which  Means  the  Priefthood  in 
<c  Egypt  became  hereditary,  and  independent 
“  of  the  Crown.”  On  the  contrary,  this  Law 
{hews  the  Priefts  held  their  Lands  juft:  as  they 
had  dene  before,  only  free  from  the  general 
Sale  of  the  Land  of  Egypt  to  Pharaoh ,  and  to 
the  Subfidy  agreed  upon  when  thofe  Lands 
were  reftor’d.  So  that  by  this  Law  the  Crown 
got  indeed  a  confiderable  additional  Revenue 
and  Power,  but  the  Priefthood  nothing  at  all. 

The  Truth  is,  Mofes  was  fo  far  from  fol¬ 
lowing  the  fame  Plan  of  Priefthood  which 
Jofeph  had  fettled  in  Egypt  two  hundred  Years 
before,  that  it  was  impoihbie  he  fhouid  do  fo, 
for  Jofeph  had  never  fettled  any  Plan  of  Prieft¬ 
hood  in  Egypt  for  Mofes  to  follow :  He  left  the 
Priefts  and  their  Lands  juft;  in  the  fame  Con¬ 
dition  he  found  them  ;  He  made  no  Alteration 
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in  Favour  of  their  Power,  or  Independence  on 
the  Crown  :  So  that  this  fuppos’d  Plan  of  Jo- 
Jcph's  is  really  nothing  more  than  a  Plan  form’d 
in  our  Author’s  own  Imagination. 

But  our  Author’s  further  Suppofition,  that 
Moles  only  follow’d  the  fame  Plan  of  Pried- 
hood  which  he  fays  y°Jcph  had  fettled  in 
Egypt  two  hundred  ^  ears  beiore,  is  yet,  if 
poihble,  more  apparently  contrary  to  Hilforical 

Truth.  / 

Our  Author,  in  his  Account  of  the  1  lan, 

which  he  fuppofes  Jofeph  had  fettled  in  Egypt , 
Mor.Phil.  obferves,  cc  He  managed  Matters  fo  well  as  to 
iii.  21.  a  divide  the  whole  Power  and  Property  of 
“  Egypt  between  the  Church  and  the  Crown, 
«c  this  gave  them  an  Opportunity  and  Power 
“  to  work  up  the  People  into  the  higheil  and 
“  created  Superdition,  and  into  an  abfolute 
“  blind  Obedience  and  Refignation  to  them- 
tc  felves.”  And  does  our  Author  really  think 
he  can  perfuade  any  one  Man  to  believe  that 
Moles  afterwards  form’d  the  Hebrew  Pried- 
hood  on  this  Plan,  when  it  is  fo  very  plain, 
that  the  Mofaical  Plan  of  Priedhood  and  Go¬ 
vernment  is  not  only  very  unlike  it,  but  in  the 
more  effential  Parts  di redly  contrary  to  it  ? 
The  Mojaical  Conditution,  indead  ol  giving 
the  Prieds  a  vad  Property  in  Lands  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  Crown,  exprefly  forbids  them  to 
Numb,  have  any  Property  in  Lands  at  all,  more  than 
xv iii.  20.  was  jud  necedary  for  their  Habitations.  The 

Condituiions  of  Mojes  had  divided  the  whole 

Land, 
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Land,  and  therewith  the  whole  Power  and 
Property  of  the  Holy  Land,  among  the  People, 
and  their  Title  was  made  by  exprefs  Law  he¬ 
reditary,  and  unalienable ;  and  yet  by  the  Plan 
made  by  our  Author  for  Jojeph,  the  whole 
Power  and  Property  of  Egypt  were  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  Priefthood  and  the  Crown,  and  the 
People  had  no  Share  in  either. 

In  the  fuppos’d  Plan  of  Jofeph ,  there  is  not 
the  lead  Appearance  of  a  Theocracy ;  no  men¬ 
tion  fo  much  as  of  an  Oracle,  to  dired  any  of 
the  Councils  or  Ads  of  Government :  On  the 
contrary,  the  Oracle  of  Jupiter  Ammon ,  which 
is  the  firft  that  appears  among  the  Egyptians , 
was  not,  according  to  our  Author’s  own  Ac¬ 
count,  older  than  the  Days  of  David  and  So¬ 
lomon,  and  therefore  could  not  podibly  be  made 
ufe  of  in  the  Days  of  JoJeph  and  yet  our  Au¬ 
thor  takes  this  to  have  been  the  Rife  and  Origi¬ 
nal  of  the  Mofaic  Theocracy,  when  neither  did 
Jofeph  make  any  Plan,  nor  could  Mofes  form 
his  Plan  after  one,  which  is  almoft  in  everything 
oppofite,  and  contrary  to  it. 

I  need  fay  very  little  to  another  Fable  the 
M.  P.  has  taken  up  from  Manetho ,  and  others 
who  have  followed  him,  that  the  Shepherds 
driven  out  of  Egypt  were  the  Ifraelites  under 
the  Condud  of  Mofes.  Two  Pages  of  the  il- 
luftrious  Sir  Ifaac  Newton ,  are  an  unanfwerable 
Refutation  of  that  Miftake  :  “  He  obferves,  Newton’s 
“  from  Diodorus  Siculus,  that  in  Egypt  there  Chron. 
if  were  formerly  Multitudes  of  Strangers  of204’  2°5‘ 

“  feveral 
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“  feveral  Nations,  who  us’d  foreign  Rites  and 
“  Ceremonies  in  worfhipping  the  Gods,  for 
“  which  they  were  expeh’d  Egypt ;  and  under 
“  E) anaus,  Cadmus ,  and  other  fkilful  Com- 
“  manders,  after  great  Hardfhips,  came  into 
“  Greece  and  other  Places;  but  the  greateft 
“  Part  of  them  came  into  Judaa ,  not  far 
“  from  Egypt,  a  Country  then  uninhabited, 
‘c  and  deiart,  being  conducted  thither  by  one 
“  Mojes,  a  wife  and  valiant  Man,  who,  after 
“  he  had  polfefs’d  him-felf  of  the  Country,  a- 
<c  mong  otherThings,  built  Jerufalem  and  the 
“  Temple.”  “  Here,  fays  our  illuftrious  Au- 
“  thor,  Diodorus  miftak.es  the  Original  of  the 
tc  Ifraelites ,  as  Manetho  had  done  before  him, 
“  confounding  their  Flight  into  the  YVilder- 
“  nels,  under  the  Conduct  of  Mojes,  with  the 
£C  Flight  of  the  Shepherds  from  Mifphragmu- 
“  thojis,  and  his  Son  Amojis ,  into  Phoenicia  and 
“  Afric 

Now  that  Manetho  muft  have  been  under  a 
Miftake,  with  refpect  to  Mojes ,  and  the  Ori¬ 
ginal  of  the  Ifraelites ,  is  evident,  or  all  the  reft 
of  the  Account  muft  be  falfe  :  Here  are  three 
Chronological  Marks  to  fix  the  Time  of  the 
Flight  of  the  Shepherds,  abfolutely  inconfiftent 
with  the  Time  when  Mcfes  led  the  Ifraelites 
out  of  Egypt ;  for  this  Flight  of  the  Shepherds 
was  in  the  Times  of  Amojis  King  of  Egypt ,  of 
the  Settlements  of  Danaus  and  Cadmus  in 
Greece ,  and  of  the  building  of  the  Temple  at 
JeruJaiem.  Sir  Ij'aac  has  fhewn,  with  an  Evi¬ 
dence 
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dence  hardly  to  be  expedted  in  a  Point  of  fo 
diftant  Hiftory,  that  the  Reign  of  Amofis,  Fa¬ 
ther  of  Ammon ,  the  Settlements  of  Danaus , 
Cadmus ,  and  others  in  Greece ,  fell  in  near  with 
the  building  of  the  Temple  of  Solomon ,  and  fo 
about  the  Time  of  the  fir  ft  Kings,  which  it 
will  be  paft  our  Author’s  Skill  to  iettle  in  the 
Days  of  Mofes.  If  then  thefe  Chronological 
Marks  are  true,  they  demonftrate  Manetho  s 
Miftake,  with  refpedt  to  Mofes ,  and  the  Ori¬ 
ginal  of  the  Ifraelites  ;  if  they  are  not  true,  it 
utterly  deftroys  the  Credit  of  Manetho ,  and  of 
his  whole  Hiftory,  and  with  it  all  the  Moral 
Philofopher’s  fine  Reafonings  upon  it. 

I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  point  out 
thefe  few  palpable  Errors,  among  many  others, 
in  this  romantick  Account  of  the  Origin  of  the 
Ifraelites,  and  their  Theocracy;  but  it  will 
hardly  be  worth  while  t  >  enter  into  a  further 
Confutation  of  it.  I  proceed  therefore  to  what 
the  Mf  P.  feems  chiefly  to  aim  at  with  refpedt 
to  the  Diftertation  on  the  Hebrew  Govern¬ 
ment,  which  is  to  vindicate  in  fome  meafure 
the  very  extraordinary  Account  he  had  given 
of  the  Levitical  Revenues,  to  reprefent  the 
Provifion  made  for  that  Tribe,  an  heavy  Op- 
preffion  of  all  the  other  Tribes,  and  that  Mofes 
had  knavifhly  defign’d  to  draw  the  Power  and 
Wealth  of  the  Nation  into  the  Hands  of  his 
own  Family  by  it.  I  therefore  endeavour’d 
a  truer  Account  of  the  Levitical  Revenues, 
than  I  thought  our  Author  had  given;  with 
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what  Succefs  the  Reader  is  left  to  judge  :  That 
it  was  with  fome  Succefs,  I  have  reafon  to 
hope,  from  the  very  confiderable  Articles  our 
Author  himfelf  is  pleafed  to  allow  in  his  new 
Account,  were  overcharg’d  in  his  firft. 

Before  we  examine  his  new  Account,  it  will 
be  proper  to  fettle  old  Accounts  as  well  as  we 
can.  The  M.  P.  in  his  firft  Account  had 
charg’d,  as  Part  of  the  Levitical  Revenues,  a 
Poll-Tax,  which,  according  to  his  Computa¬ 
tion,  amounted  to  One  Million  Two  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  and  would  have  a- 
mounted,  in  the  feveral  Payments  from  Mojes 
to  the  Deftru&ion  of  Solomon’s  Temple,  to  no 
lefs  a  Sum  than  a  Thoufand  Millions  Sterling  : 
This  very  extraordinary  Article  our  Author  is 
pleafed  himfelf  to  ftrike  out  of  his  Account,  as 
Mor.Phil.  an  Overcharge  ;  for  he  tells  Dr.  Leland ,  “  As 
V.m.294.  <c  tQ  tjie  p0ii_Tax  which  I  have  mentioned, 
“  I  think  the  Author  has  juftly  excepted  a- 
“  gainft  it  ;  and  as  I  am  not,  on  fecond 
“  Thoughts,  fatisfied  with  it  myfelf,  I  freely 
“  give  it  up.” 

There  was  another  very  extraordinary  Ar¬ 
ticle  concerning  the  Proportion  of  the  Levitical 
Cities  to  the  Lands  of  the  Hebrews  :  Tho’  our 
Author  is  not  for  giving  this  Article  up,  yet  he 
is  pleas’d  to  allow  a  very  great  Abatement.  In 
Heg  Gov,his  firft  Account  he  fays,  “  The  Lands  of  the 
ites  would  feem  to  amount  to  a  feventh 
<c  Part,  however  he  charges  them  as  a  tenth.” 
But  in  his  new  Account  he  does  not  infift  on 
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a  tenth,  or  a  twentieth,  or  even  a  thirtieth 
Part,  buthimfelf  fettles  it  at  a  thirty-third  Part.  M<?r.Phil 
This  Abatement  is  too  confiderable  to  be  over-  ,m'3*8 
look’d  j  by  it  our  Author  allows,  that  in  his 
former  Account  he  had  overcharg’d  the  Pro¬ 
portion  of  the  Levitical  Lands  above  two 
thirds,  or  a  tenth,  infiead  of  a  thirty-third 
Part,  equal  to  charging  ten  Pounds  inftead  of 
three  Pounds  on  eveiy  hundred  Pound  per 
Annum  :  So  that  the  Over-reckoning  in  this 
Article  alone,  amounted  to  the  Value  of  feven 
Pounds  a  Year  on  every  hundred  Pound  a  Year 
throughout  the  whole  Hebrew  Territory,  which 
at  twenty-five  Years  Purchale  is  equal  to  an 
Over-charge  of  One  hundred  feventy-five 
Pounds  on  every  hundred  Pound  per  Annum  j 
a  very  great  Sum  on  the  whole  Land. 

Nor  is  this  Abatement,  great  as  it  is,  half 
what  our  Author  ought  to  have  made,  as  will 
clearly  appear,  on  a  little  Examination  of  his 
new  Account.  The  Moral  Philofopher  firft  341. 
objects  to  my  Computation  of  the  Contents  of 
the  Levitical  Cities,  that  I  only  meafure  the 
open  Fields  without  the  Walls,  which  was 
two  thoufand  Cubits  every  Way  from  the 
Walls  without,  as  our  Author  fays,  but  with¬ 
out  any  Proof.  I  had  obferv’d  it  was  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  many  learned  Men,  that  the  two  thou¬ 
fand  Cubits  were  to  be  meafured  from  the 
Centre  of  the  Ground,  and  fo  from  the  Mid¬ 
dle  of  the  Cities.  I  had  confirm’d  this  Opi¬ 
nion,  by  the  Dire&ions  of  the  Law  itfelf ; 
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And  the  Suburbs  of  the  Cities ,  which  ye  fall 
give  the  Levites ,  fall  reach  Jrom  the  Wall  of 
the  City  and  outward  a  thou f and  Cubits ;  and  ye 
fall  me aj'ure  jrom  without  the  City  on  the  Ea/l 
Side  two  thouj'and  Cubits.  T  he  Meaning  of 
which  Law  I  thus  underftood,  that  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  Meafures  could  not  be  meant  of  one  and 
the  fame  Meafure,  to  and  from  the  fame 
Places ;  that  the  fir  ft  Meafure  feems  to  have 
been  directed  from  the  Wall  outward  to  the 
End  of  the  Suburbs,  and  this  Meafure  was  a 
thoufand  Cubits  ;  that  the  other  Meafure  was 
from  without  the  City ,  and  fo  from  the  End  of 
the  Suburbs  inward,  or  into  the  City,  and  that 
Meafure  was  two  thoufand  Cubits  :  But,  fays 
our  Author,  “  To  make  two  Stations,  one  from 
“  the  Wall,  the  other  from  the  Centre  of  the 
<£  City,  when  both  are  order’d  to  be  taken 
“  from  the  Wall,  is  very  abfurd  :  ”  But  where 
will  the  Abfurdity  lie,  if  there  is  no  Order  to 
take  both  Meafures  from  the  Wall?  Let  the 
Pleader  truft  his  own  Eyes:  In  the  fourth 
Verfe  there  is  an  exprefs  Older  to  meafure 
from  the  Wall  of  the  City,  and  outwards, 
only  a  thoufand  Cubits  j  in  the  fifth  Verfe 
there  is  an  Order  to  meafure  fiom  without  the 
City  two  thoufand  Cubits,  without  mention  of 
the  Wall  at  all  :  And  indeed  it  would  have 
been  very  ablurd,  to  make  the  Meaiure  from 
the  Ends  of  the  Suburbs  to  the  Wall  to  be 
twice  as  long  as  from  the  Wall  to  the  Ends  of 
the  Suburbs.  The  Reader  will  alfo  obferve 
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the  Words  of  the  Text  are  directly  contrary 
to  his  Suppofition,  that  the  two  thoufand  Cu¬ 
bits  were  from  the  Walls  outwards  to  the 
Boundaries  of  the  Suburbs,  and  the  thoufand 
Cubits  from  the  Wall  inwards  to  the  Centre 
or  Middle  of  the  City  ;  when  the  Text  is  ex- 
prefs,  that  the  thoufand  Cubits  (not  the  two 
thoufand)  are  to  be  meafured  from  the  Wall 
of  the  City  and  outward,  and  the  two  thou¬ 
fand  Cubits  (not  the  thoufand)  are  to  be 
meafured  from  without  the  City,  or  inwards. 

Notwithftanding  then  our  Author  s  Criti- 
cifm  on  the  Dire&ions  of  the  Law,  my  Com¬ 
putation  of  the  Levitical  Cities,  at  Fifty-two 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  Acres,  ftands 
right  ;  and  this  Proportion  to  the  Hebrew 
Lands,  at  the  lowed:  Computation,  is  fo  far 
from  a  feventh,  or  a  tenth,  or  a  thirty-third, 
that  it  is  not  quite  one  in  two  hundred. 

Our  Author  might  indeed  have  fpared  him- 
felf  and  me  on  this  Article ;  for  tbo’  I  think 
that  Computation  to  be  juft,  yet  to  make  my 
Argument  lefs  exceptionable,  I  had  allow’d 
two  thoufand  Cubits  for  the  Cities,  over  and 
above  the  Suburbs,  and  computed  on  the  Foot 
of  One  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  Acres,  fo  very 
near  our  Author's  own  Account  of  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety,  that  there  need  not  have  been  any  Dif¬ 
ference  on  this  Account.  On  this  State  of  the 
Levitical  Cities  I  had  fhewn,  that  on  the 
lowed;  Computation  of  the  Lends  of  Canaan , 
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they  would  not  have  been  more  than  one  in 
a  hundred ;  our  Author  in  his  new  Account 
charges  them  at  a  thirty-third  :  This,  you  will 
fee,  calls  for  a  great  Abatement. 

Phil.  Our  Author  firft  thinks  that  the  Hebrew 
543  >  Lands,  with  which  the  Lands  of  the  Levites 
are  to  be  compared,  fhould  be  only  fuch  Lands 
as  they  actually  conquer’d  and  poffefs’d.  He 
propofes  therefore  to  compute,  as  exa&ly  as 
he  can,  the  whole  Extent  of  the  Country, 
and  then  to  throw  out  all  that  belong’d  to  the 
Pbilijiines.  Since  our  Author  is  pleafed  to 
take  this  Way,  let  us  follow  him,  for  we  fhall 
find  many  Errors  to  be  corredted  in  this  Part 
of  his  Account. 

There  is  fomething  very  obfervable  on  our 
Author’s  firft  fetting  out  on  this  Computation, 
which  feems  a  little  too  artful  for  a  fair  and 
open  Account.  He  makes  ufe  of  TsAr.WbiJions 
Map,  as  the  lateft  and  moft  corredt.  Mr. 
Whijion  had  in  that  very  Map  eftimated  the 
Land  of  Canaan  at  almoft  Twenty  thoufand 
eight  hundred  fquare  Miles,  equal  to  thirteen 
Millions  of  Acres,  which  is  above  a  Million 
feven  hundred  thoufand  Acres  more  than  I 
made  my  Eftimates  from  :  So  far  was  I  from 
making  it  five  or  fix  times  more  than  it  really 
was,  for  which  Reafon  however  it  feems  our 
Moral  Philofopher  would  willingly  take  me 
°44'  for  his  Surveyor,  if  he  had  an  Eftate  to 
mealure. 
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However,  our  Author  does  not  chufe  to  go 
on  Mr.  Whijloris  Eftimate :  He  meafures  in 
his  own  Way,  firft  a  Part  of  the  Country 
only,  from  the  Mediterranean  to  Jordan ,  and 
from  Tyre  to  the  River  of  Egypt ,  at  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  Miles  in  Length,  and  feventy 
in  Breadth,  which  gives  Twelve  thoufand  lix 
hundred  fquare  Miles  for  the  Contents  of  that 
Part  of  the  Country. 

I  fhall  but  juft  remark  at  prefent,  that  he 
affigns  to  the  Philijiines  thirty  Miles  in 
Breadth,  on  the  whole  Length  of  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  Miles,  for  no  better  Reafon, 
than  becaufe  one  City  of  the  Philijiines  was 
thirty  Miles  Eaft  of  the  Mediterranean  j  from 
whence  he  concludes,  that  Five  thoufand  four 
hundred  fquare  Miles  of  the  Twelve  thoufand 
fix  hundred  ought  to  be  affign’d  the  Canaanites 
as  their  Pofteffion.  What  a  {lender  Foundation 
is  this  to  take  away  fo  confiderable  a  Propor¬ 
tion  of  Lands  Weft  of  Jordan  from  the  IJ'ra- 
elites ,  and  give  them  to  the  Canaanites  ? 
Might  not  one  ftrong  City  of  the  Philijiines  be 
advanc’d  beyond  the  Line  of  their  Territory  ? 
Might  not  the  Confederate  Lords  of  the  Phi¬ 
lijiines  have  a  more  confiderable  Territory  than 
others  of  their  Neighbours  ?  This  is  a  Grant  of 
our  Author’s,  without  fufficient  Reafon,  or  any 
Voucher  at  all.  But  fuppofing  for  the  pre¬ 
fent,  with  our  Author,  that  Five  thoufand 
four  hundred  fquare  Miles  fhould  be  affign’d 
the  Philijiines ,  fhould  not,  think  you,  the  Re¬ 
mainder 
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mainder  of  the  Twelve  thoufand  fix  hundred, 
or  Seven  thoufand  two  hundred,  be  the  Pof- 
felTion  of  the  Hebrews,  then  the  Proportion 
between  them  would  be  as  four  to  three. 

Our  Author  cannot  afford  to  pafs  fuch  an 
Account  as  this.  He  proceeds  therefore  to 
draw  up  his  Account  in  a  very  different  Man¬ 
ner,  but  in  luch  a  Manner  as,  I  believe,  was 
never  offer’d  to  the  Examination  of  the  Pub- 
lick  before. 

“  From  Seerfbebci  to  the  End  of  the  Wil- 
“  dernefs  Southward,  our  Author  adds,  was 
“  twenty-feven  Geographical  Miles,  or  thirty- 
“  two  Englijh  nearly,  which  multiplied  by 
“  feventy  the  common  Breadth,  give  Two 
“  thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty  fquare 
“  Miles  ;  and  this  was  polfefs’d  by  the  Ca- 
“  naanites  of  the  Southern  Plains,  which  the 
“  Ijraelites  could  never  drive  out.”  What 
then,  had  the  I/raclites  no  Poffeffions  at  all  in 
this  Part  of  the  Country  ?  It  is  fit  our  Author 
fhould  know,  when  he  charges  fuch  large 
Items  as  thefe :  He  ought  not  to  expedt  the 
World  will  be  fo  complaifant  as  to  take  his 
own  bare  Word  for  it,  without  the  leaft  Pre¬ 
tence  of  a  Voucher  to  warrant  it. 

But  to  let  that  pafs  >  What  ufe  will  our 
Author  make  of  this  Item  ?  Why,  fays  he, 
this  Two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty, 
added  to  the  Five  thoufand  four  hundred  be¬ 
fore,  as  the  Content  of  Pbilijlia  and  Zidonia , 

make  Seven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty 
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fquare  INTilcs  t  This  which  the  IJ'raehtes  never 
conquer’d,  or  had  in  Pofteflion,  is  to  be  fub- 
ftradted  from  theTv/elve  thoufand  fix  hundred 
fquare  Miles,  the  Content  of  the  whole  Land, 
and  the  Remainder  Four  thoufand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  will  be  that  Part  of  Canaan , 
which  the  IJraelites  poftefs  d  in  Canaan ^  pioperly 
fo  call’d,  or  the  Weft  Side  of  Jordan ,  and  the 
Dead  Sea,  between  that  and  the  Mediterranean. 

The  Reader  perceives  now,  I  believe,  the 
furprifing  Ufe  our  Author  makes  of  his  own 
Manner  of  Computation ;  and  will  wonder,  I 
doubt  not,  to  fee  Lands  South  of  the  River  of 
Egypt  reckon’d  as  Lands  North  of  the  faid 
River,  and  no  lefs  than  Two  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  forty  fquare  Miles,  fubftrafted 
from  the  Twelve  thoufand  fix  hundred,  of 
which  they  are  manifeftly  no  Part  at  all. 

The  Twelve  thoufand  fix  hundred  fquare 
Miles,  upon  our  Author’s  own  Allowance  of 
three' Sevenths  to  the  Canaatiites ,  or  thirty 
Miles  in  feventy  of  Breadth,  muft  leave  four 
Sevenths  to  the  Ifraelites  j  a  Divifion  on  this 
Proportion  gives  Seven  thoufand  two  hundred 
fquare  Miles  to  the  Hebrews ,  and  Five  thou¬ 
fand  four  hundred  to  the  Canaanites.  Now  this 
Proportion  between  the  Hebrews  and  the  Ca¬ 
naanites  can  never  be  alter  d  by  any  Confe¬ 
deration  of  Lands  in  another  Country,  and 
another  Place.  Suppofe  our  Author  had  given 
the  Canaanites  Twelve  thoufand  fquare  Miles 
any  where  in  Egypt ,  or  Babylon  y  would  this 
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have  taken  away  from  the  Hebrews  any  Lands 
they  had  in  Canaan  ?  or  would  it  have  added 
any  Lands  to  what  the  Philiftines  poflefs’d  in 
Canaan  ?  The  Inhabitants  then  North  of  the 
River  of  Egypt,  would  have  juft  the  fame  Pro¬ 
portion  of  Lands  in  that  Country,  whoever 
poflefs’d  the  Lands  South  of  the  River,  which 
had  no  more  to  do  with  the  Lands  North  of 
the  River,  than  any  of  the  Lands  about  Thebes 
or  Memphis. 

The  true  Ufe  our  Author  ought  to  have 
made  of  the  Contents  of  the  Land  South  of  the 
River  of  Egypt ,  was  to  have  added  the  Two 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty  to  the  Twelve 
thoufand  fix  hundred,  and  fo  have  made  Four¬ 
teen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty  fquare 
Miles,  the  Contents  of  the  whole  Country, 
both  North  and  South  of  the  River,  and  then 
to  have  divided  it  between  the  Hebrews  and 
Canaanites ,  in  the  Proportion  of  three  to  four. 
Thus  the  Canaanites ,  in  our  Author’s  Propor¬ 
tion,  would  have  had  Six  thoufand  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty,  and  the  Hebrews  Eight  thou- 
land  four  hundred  and  eighty.  It  is  by  an 
egregious  and  palpable  Error,  by  adding  to  the 
Canaanites  Lands  North  of  the  River  what 
ought  not  to  be  added  to  them,  and  by  fub- 
ftradling  from  the  Hebrew  Lands,  North  of  the 
the  faid  River,  what  cannot  be  fubflradted  from 
them,  that  our  Author  concludes  the  Hebrews 
had  no  more  than  Four  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  fixty  fquare  Miles  in  the  Country  between 
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Zidon  and  the  River  of  Egypt ;  yet  this  alone 
is  an  Error  of  very  near  one  half. 

Bat  this  is  not  the  only  Ufe  our  Author 
makes  of  this  falfe  Account :  He  attempts  to 
cook  up  another  Account  full  out  as  erroneous 
and  fallacious  upon  it.  Having  endeavour’d 
to  perfuade  his  Readers,  that  the  Proportion 
of  the  Hebrew  PoffeRIons  was  to  that  of  the 
Canaanites  as  five  to  nineteen  ;  whereas  on  our 
Author’s  own  way  of  reckoning  truly  Rated,  348. 
it  was  as  four  to  three.  He  proceeds  to  Rate 
the  Proportion  of  the  EaRern  Hebrews  on  that 
moR  erroneous  Suppofition :  He  gives  there¬ 
fore  to  the  Hebrews  no  more  than  One  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  ten  fquare  Miles,which 
added  to  Four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
fixty,  he  allures  us  gives  Six  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  feventy  for  the  whole  Area,  or 
Quantity  of  Land  inhabited  by  the  IJraelites  on 
both  Sides  Jordan. 

Our  Author  had  computed  Twelve  thou¬ 
fand  fix  hundred  fquare  Miles  from  Zidon  to 
the  River  of  Egypt ,  and  Two  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  forty  South  of  that  River,  in  all 
Fourteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty, 
there  will  remain  for  EaR  Canaan,  or  the 
Content  of  Lands  from  Jordan  EaRward  to 
the  Mountains  of  Abarirn ,  Five  thoufand  nine 
hundred  and  fixty  fquare  Miles,  to  make  up 
the  Twenty  thoufand  eight  hundred,  Mr. 
Whijton  reckons  the  Content  of  all  Canaan , 
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which  the  Moral  Philofopher  has  chofen  to 
follow.  Now  if  this  be  divided  between  the 
Canaanites  and  Hebrews ,  according  to  our  Au¬ 
thor’s  own  Proportion  in  Weftern  Canaan  of 
three  to  four,  the  Hebrews  would  have  had 
for  their  Proportion  of  four  Sevenths,  Three 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fix,  and  the  Ca¬ 
naanites  Two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  nearly  for  their  three  Sevenths:  Now 
add  thefe  Three  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fix  to  the  Eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
eighty,  as  fettled  above,  and  the  Hebrews 
would  have  for  their  Poffefiion  Eleven  thou¬ 
fand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-fix  fquare  Miles, 
equal  to  Seven  million  fix  hundred  and  feven 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty  Acres,  al¬ 
lowing  the  Canaanites  three  Sevenths  of  the 
Whole  :  Now  this  Proportion  of  the  Lands  of 
the  Hebrews ,  to  the  Levitical  Cities,  inflead 
of  giving  a  thirty-third  to  the  Le-vifes,  will  not 
give  them  a  full  fixty-third :  So  that  as  our 
Author  has  already  corrected  his  firft  Account, 
by  cutting  off  two  Thirds,  he  muff  again  mend 
his  fecond  Account,  by  cutting  off  one  Half 
more,  and  reduce  his  thirty-third  to  a  fixty- 
third. 

There  are  ftill  further  Exceptions  to  be  made 
to  this  Account. 

I  had  mentioned  before  that  the  Proportion  of 
the  Lands  in  Cdnaan  given  to  the  Philijlines  by 
our  Author,  was  a  free  Gift  of  his  own,  with¬ 
out  any  fufficient  Voucher :  Let  us  now  ob- 
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ferve,  this  Grant  is  attended  with  much  greater 
Difficulties  than  perhaps  our  Author  was  a- 
ware  of,  when  he  made  it. 

Caft  your  Eyes  over  Mr.  Whifton' s  Map, 
and  fee  how  much  of  the  Tribes  of  AJher, 
half  Tribe  of  Manajjeh ,  Ephraim ,  Ban ,  and 
Simeon,  are  given  to  the  Canaamtes  by  our 
M.  P.  'as  being  within  thirty  Miles  of  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  :  How  very  dr  ait  muft  the  i  co¬ 
ntaining  Portion  of  thefe  Tribes  have  been  ; 
they  could  not  poffibly  have  fuDfiftcd  on  it, 
but  muft  have  been  forced,  for  the  bare  Ne- 
ceflaries  of  Life,  to  have  retir’d  and  canton’d 
among  the  other  Tribes,  whofe  Lots  fell  to 
them  further  from  the  Sea.  Now  if  this  had 
been  hiftorical  Truth,  and  not  meer  Imagina¬ 
tion,  would  there  not  have  been  one  Inftance 
of  Complaint  from  iome  of  thefe  Tribes,  that 
they  had  indeed  a  Lot  and  Portion  affign’d 
them  in  the  Promis’d  Land,  but  it  fo  fell  out 
that  the  Philijiines  kept  Pofleffion  againft  ’em, 
and  therefore  they  muft  defire  fome  Portion 
in  another  Place,  where  they  might  live,  fmce 
they  could  not  live  in  that  Place  which  the  Lot 
had  affign’d  to  them  ?  Would  there  not  have 
been  fome  Intimation,  at  leaft,  that  they  were 
received  by  the  other  Tribes,  and  lived  among 
them,  when  they  could  not  live  as  Tribes  by 
themfeives,  and  in  a  Country  of  their  own  ? 
And  yet  the  Hiftory  of  the  Hebrew  Nation  al¬ 
ways  fuppofes  them  to  live  by  themfeives,  and 
as  diftindt  Tribes,  in  their  proper  Lot  and  Por- 
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tion  of  Land.  This  is  a  very  ftrong  Prefump- 
t.on,  that  our  Author’s  Allowance  to  the  Ca - 
vaanites  is  not  only  without  Foundation,  but 
irreconcilable  to  the  Truth  of  Hiftory.  There 
is  yet  another  very  material  Difficulty  in  this 
Grant  of  the  Moral  Philofopher  to  the  Ca- 
naanites ,  that  he  has  hereby  given  them  a  con- 
fiderable  Share  of  the  Levites  Lands,  as  well 
as  of  the  other  Hebrews,  for  many  of  the  Le- 
‘vitical  Cities  were  within  the  Line  he  has  af- 
lign’d  for  the  Canaanites  Poffeffion. 

343.  He  afferts,  indeed,  that  the  Spiritualty  had 
their  Share  in  prefent  actual  Poffeffion,  whereas 
the  other  Tribes  had  theirs  only  in  Hope,  and 
in  the  mean  time  were  fent  a  grazing  to  en¬ 
camp  in  the  Fields  on  all  neceffary  Occafions, 
and  to  get  their  Allotment  afterwards  as  well 
as  they  could  by  the  Sword  :  but  this  Obfer- 
vation  of  our  Author,  as  well  as  fome  we  have 
already  feen,  is  a  little  defective  in  a  Circum- 
ftance  or  two  of  Truth. 

For  the  Leslies  had  not  a  prefent  actual 
Poffeffion  of  their  Cities :  Gibbethon ,  for  in- 
ffance,  was  one  of  the  Levitical  Cities,  in  the 
J0Q1.  xxi.  Tribe  of  Dan ,  yet  Gibbet  ben  was  fo  long  in  the 
23 '  Hands  of  the  Phili [lines,  as  to  be  diftinguiffi’d 
in  the  Days  of  the  Kings  as  a  Part  of  the  Phi- 
1  Kings  Uftines  Poffeffion  ;  fo  that  it  was  call’d  Gibbe- 
x':'  1  v  thon  of  the  Pki li/lines,  or  which  belong’d  to 
the  Pkili (lines.  Even  Hebron  itfelf,  the  chief 
City  of  the  Priefts,  was  not  in  prefent  adtual 
Poffeffion.  The  Diviiion  of  the  Land '  was 
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made  by  JoJhua  at  Shiloh ,  but  it  was  after  the  J0^1,  XJ“- 
Death  of  JoJhua ,  that  'Judah  went  againft  the  2' 
Canaanites  that  dwelt  in  Hebron ,  and  took  it.  Judges  i. 
I  fhall  only  add,  that  Nob,  the  City  of  the  IO* 
Priefts,  fo  famous  for  the  Cruelty  and  Revenge 
of  Saul,  in  the  Maflacre  of  Ahimelech  and  his 
Family,  was  many  Miles  within  the  Line  af- 
fign  d  by  our  Author  the  Boundary  of  the  Ca - 
naamte  Territories  ;  as  were  many  other  of  the 
Levitical  Cities.  It  ought  not  then  to  be  taken 
for  granted,  that  the  Levites  were  in  adtual 
PofTeffion  of  their  forty-eight  Cities,  when  the 
IJ'raelites  never  had  more  than  half  of  their 
Country,  and  fo  could  have  but  one  half  of 
theirTowns  and  Cities;  efpecially  the  M.P.  has 
no  right  to  take  this  for  granted, when  many  of 
them  were  fituated  in  that  Part  of  the  Country 
which  he  himfelf  has  been  pleas’d  to  grant 
away  to  the  Canaanites. 

It  is  of  very  little  Importance  what  the 
Number  of  Cities  in  the  whole  Country  of 
Canaan  might  be,  were  they  more  or  fewer. 

When  Hebron  was  given  to  the  Children  of 
Aaron,  the  Fields  of  the  City,  and  the  Vil-  Jofli.  xL 
lages  thereof,  were  given  to  Caleb.  The  Vil-  lz‘ 
lages  were  full  out  as  convenient  and  ufeful, 
likely  more  fo,  for  Perfons  employ’d  in  Huf- 
bandry,  and  the  Management  of  their  Farms, 
than  large  Cities.  To  make  any  Computation 
of  the  Buildings  of  Canaan ,  the  Villages  and 
fmall  Towns  muft  be  accounted  for,  as  well 
as  the  Cities :  fo  that  our  Author’s  reckoning 

only 
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only  Four  hundred  and  eighty  Cities  in  Canaan , 
reducing  them  to  one  half,  by  granting  away 
half  of  them  toth t  Canaanites and  then  hating 
the  Proportion  of  the  whole  forty-eight  Levi- 
tical  Cities,  as  a  fifth  Part  of  Two  hundred  and 
forty,  will  appear  a  very  defective  and  fal  e 
Account,  as  upon  other  Reafons,  manifeftly 
for  this,  that  here  is  no  Account  at  all  of  their 
Villages  and  leffer  Towns,  fo  very  great  a  Part 
of  the  Hebrew  Habitations.  The  Proportion 
of  Villages  in  Judaea  was  fo  great,  as  to  be  re¬ 
markable  by  the  Roman  Hihorians.  Tacitus 
therefore  obferves,  they  were  fpread  ail  over 
Tac.Hift.  the  Country  :  Magna  Pars  Judaea:  wcis  dif- 
L  v- f- 8-  fiervitur,  habent  &  oppida.  How  can  then  any 
Ehimate  of  the  Hebrew  Buildings  be^  made, 
without  taking  them  into  the  Account  r  After 
all,  this  vrhole  Account  of  our  Author  is  mil- 
hated,  and  quite  wrong  in  every  Article  :  I  he 
Proportion  of  the  Lands  of  the  Levites  ought 
to  be  hated,  by  what  was  divided  as  the  Por¬ 
tion  of  each  by  JoJhua ,  and  on  no  other  hoot 
Any  Allowance  therefore  to  the  Canaanites  at 
all,  is  more  than  ought  to  be  made,  for  the 
Divifion  was  made  by  JoJhua,  according  to  the 
Contents  of  the  whole  Land,  without  any  Con- 
hderation  of  what  the  Canaanites  poflelied.  _  It 
was  not  the  Fault  of  Mofes^ ,  or  the  Conhitution, 
that  any  Canaanites  remained  in  the  Land  :  it 
was  the  Fault  of  the  Ifraelites ,  and  a  Breach 
of  the  Conhitution,  that  any  were  permitted 

to  do  fo.  The  real  Queftion  is,  Whether 
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Mojes  made  an  unequal  Divifion  of  the  Hebrew 
Lands  ?  Whether  the  Law  defigned  fuch  an 
Over-proportion  of  Land  in  Favour  of  the  Le - 
Kites,  as  our  Author  afferts,  in  Prejudice  to 
the  other  Tribes  ?  It  is  an  evident  Fail,  that 
the  Divifion  was  made  on  the  whole  Land, 
containing,  according  to  Mr.  Whifton,  whom 
our  Author  chufes  to  follow,  Twenty  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  fquare  Miles,  equal  to 
Thirteen  Million  of  Acres.  This  was  mani- 
fefUy  the  Proportion  Mofes  and  the  Law  de¬ 
figned  between  the  Lands  of  the  Levites  and 
of  the  other  Hebrews.  By  this  then,  and  this 
only,  the  Juflice,  the  Equity,  the  Wifdom 
of  the  Law,  are  to  be  determin’d  $  Mojes  is 
only  accountable  for  this  Proportion  :  So  that 
after  all  the  Pains  the  M.  P.  has  taken  to  Rate 
this  Queftion  upon  a  different  Foot,  it  is  for 
that  very  Reafon  quite  befide  the  Purpofe,  and 
noways  affeils  Mojes,  or  his  Laws.  We  muft 
interpret  the  Meaning  of  Laws,  by  the  Laws 
themfelves,  and  not  explain  their  Intention  by 
any  Mifcarriages,  be  they  what  they  will,  in 
the  after  Execution  of  them.  Mofes  then  gave 
the  Levites ,  even  according  to  our  Author’s 
own  largefl  Account  of  them,  no  more  than 
One  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety  Acres,  upon  a  Divifion  of  no 
lefs  than  Thirteen  Million  of  Acres  among  the 
IJ'raelites  by  Lot.  This,  inflead  of  a  thirty- 
third,  a  tenth,  a  feventh,  a  fifth,  as  our  Au- 
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thor  in  feveral  Places  eftimates  it,  is  indeed 
not  fi  lly  one  in  a  hundred  and  nine. 

Our  Ai  tl.or  promifes  to  cut  the  Argument 
fhort,  with  refp^ct  10  the  Tythes,  or  the  Pro¬ 
portion  aflign’d  the  Levites  on  the  Prod  ce  of 
the  Land  Phis  he  has  done  fo  effedtuallv,  by 
leaving  out  fi  vcral  Things  fo  material  to  the 
true  State  of  the  Queftion,  that  on  the  hoot 
he  has  now  fet  it,  it  is  fo  loofe,  confufed,  and 
defective,  that  it  is  hardly  poflible  to  lee  the 
true  Scate  of  tire  Cafe  in  quei lioii  at  all. 

It  had  been  (hewn  concerning  the  Revenues 
of  the  Levites,  that  their  proper  Provifion 
confided  in  two  Articles,  in  forty-eight  Cities 
for  Habitation,  and  in  a  Tythe  on  the  Pro¬ 
duce  of  Fruit  and  Cattle:  lhat  the  Revenue 
of  the  Firft-born,  and  occaftonal  Offerings, 
was  no  Part  of  the  Levites  Portion,  and  what¬ 
ever  it  amounted  to,  was  appropriated  to  ^the 
Ufes  of  the  Tabernacle,  for  the  Buildings,  Re¬ 
pairs,  Ornaments,  Sacrifices,  and  other  pub- 
lick  Expences ;  by  all  which  the  Levites  were 
never  the  richer.  To  this  our  Author,  to  cut 
his  Argument  fhort,  fays  nothing,  yet  conti¬ 
nues  to  confound  his  new  Account,  by  flipping 
in  thefle  Articles,  and  charging  the  Firft-born 
on  the  Paflcure  Lands  at  half  a  Tenth,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Offerings  at  another  half  Tenth, 
and  both  together  as  a  full  Tenth  on  all  the 
Lands.  But  this  whole  Article  muft  be  quite 
cut  off,  as  not  belonging  to  the  Tribe  of  Levi 
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at  all :  and  this  difcharges  one  Tenth,  or  one 
half  of  his  whole  Account 'of  the  Levitt  cal 
Revenue  by  Tythes.  As  to  the  other  half  of 
his  Account,  or  general  Tenth  on  Fruit  and 
Cattle,  it  had  been  fhewn,  with  refpedt  to  the 
Cattle,  and  fo  to  the  Pafture  Grounds,  which, 
according  to  oar  Author,  were  the  richeft 
Lands,  and  the  higheft  Rents,  that  thisTythe 
was  only  a  Tenth  of  the  Young  of  the  Cattle  i 
fo  that  when  a  tenth  Lamb,  Calf,  &c.  was 
paid,  the  Remainder  paid  nothing  more  in 
Wool,  Milk,  or  for  Herbage,  how  many 
Years  foever  they  were  fed,  for  any  Ufe, which 
muft  be  very  many  that  paid  nothing,  confi- 
dering  they  were  applied  to  all  Ufes  of  Huf- 
bandry  and  Carriage  :  So  that  a  Tenth  of  the 
Young  only  of  the  Cattle,  muft  be  very  fhort 
of  the  tenth  Part  of  the  Value  of  the  Herbage, 
on  which  all  the  Cattle,  for  all  the  Ufes  of  the 
whole  Country,  were  fed. 

It  had  been  (hewn  alfo,  that  the  whole 
Land  of  the  Hebrews  was  not  tytheable.  No 
Woodlands,  Timber,  or  Sylva  Cadua ,  paid  any 
Tythe  j  to  which  alfo  our  Author  fays  no¬ 
thing.  It  appears  then  ftill,  notwithftanding 
any  thing  our  Author  has  faid,  or  we  may  now 
well  fuppofe  he  can  fay  to  the  contrary,  that 
the  greater  Part  cFthe  Land  in  Quantity,  and 
the  richeft  Produce  in  Quality,  did  not  pay  to 
the  Levites  a  full  Tenth,  tho’  he  continues  ftill 
to  charge  it  at  a  Fifth. 
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There  is  yet  remaining  another  Omifiion  in 
this  new  Account  of  our  M.  P.  which  makes 
it  mod  defective,  and  very  erroneous. 

A  very  confiderable  Part  of  thefe  Tythes 
had  been  purchafed  by  the  Levites  for  a  va¬ 
luable  Confideration,  and  were  their  proper 
Eftate,  as  much  as  an  Annuity  paid  by  the 
Government,  for  a  Sum  of  Money  advanc’d 
by  the  Annuitants,  for  the  Service  of  the  Pub- 
lick.  This  was  eftimated  at  near  Six  Pound 
Thirteen  Shillings,  in  every  Ten  Pound  they 
received  for  Ty the  ;  fo  that  theTythe  amount¬ 
ed  to  no  more  than  Three  and  an  half  per  Cent. 
above  their  own  Property. 

It  had  been  alfo  fhewn,  that  the  Levites  in 
the  Purchafe  of  their  Annuity  had  given  the 
Publick  the  whole  annual  produce,  not  an 
annual  Rent  only  ;  whence  it  appear’d  our  Au¬ 
thor’s  Diftin&ion  between  an  annual  Rent  and 
an  annual  Produce  was  very  little  to  the  Pur- 
pofe.  For  if  the  Levites  had  kept  their  Lands 
in  their  own  Hands,  they  would  have  had  the 
whole  Produce  of  them  as  their  Property  : 
And  if  they  had  obtain’d  their  Share  of  Land 
in  the  fafefi  and  richeft  Parts  of  the  Country, 
they  muft  have  made  a  very  weak  Bargain, 
as  our  Author  has  contrived  the  Matter,  to 
exchange  their  Lands  for  an  Annuity.  Had 
it  not  been  much  more  for  the  Profit  of  the 
Levites ,  to  have  kept  Lands  in  their  own  Pof- 
fefiion,  in  the  fafelt  and  richeft  Parts  of  the 
Country,  than  to  have  fold  them  for  an  An¬ 
nuity, 
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nuity,  when,  according  to  our  Author’s  Grant 
to  the  Canaanites ,  they  were  to  pay  the  Levites 
above  one  half  of  their  Annuity  out  of  their 
Pofieffions :  And  if  the  Proportion  of  the  He¬ 
brew  Lands  to  the  Lands  of  the  Canaanites , 
was  as  five  to  nineteen,  one  quarter  of  this  Mor.Phil. 
Annuity  only  would  be  paid  by  their  own  Na-  V-IU  348- 
tion  j  yet  our  Author  has  made  no  Provifion 
for  the  Recovery  of  the  other  three  Quarters 
of  the  Annuity  from  the  Canaanites ,  upon 
their  Non-payment. 

Our  Author  takes  Notice,  that  the  Tyther 
or  Spiritual  Lord  pays  nothing  for  Labour.  So 
far  is  true  concerning  the  Levites ,  that  when 
they  parted  with  the  Poflefiion  of  their  Lands 
to  the  Publick,  the  Publick  took  upon  itfelf 
the  whole  Work  of  Hufbandry,  as  it  was  very 
fit  and  reafonable  it  fhould,  when  the  Lands 
became  their  own  private  Property.  But  it 
is  not  true  concerning  the  Levites.t  that  they 
paid  nothing  to  the  Publick  in  Return  :  The 
Levites  gave  up  their  Time  to  other  Services  of 
the  Publick,  and  freed  the  reft  of  the  Nation 
from  thofe  Services  to  which  the  Levites  were 
appointed  in  their  Room.  It  was  therefore  a 
very  equitable  Cafe,  that  the  Nation  fhould 

!free  the  Levites  in  their  Turn,  from  the  Care 
of  Hufbandry,  that  they  might  perform  the 
National  Services,  to  which  they  were  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  by  which  Appointment  all  the 
reft  of  the  Nation  were  freed  from  them. 

Our 
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Our  Author  has  omitted,  I  fhould  fay,  Tup- 
prefled,  this  whole  Article  in  his  Account : 
But  I  hope  the  Reader  fees  it  is  fo  material, 
that  he  can  never  pafs  a  true  Account  with- 

The  Law  had  faid,  Jehovah  fpahe  wit  a 
Numb.  Aaron,  Thou  Jhalt  have  no  Inheritance  in  their 
xviii'2°’  Land,'  neither  Jhalt  thou  have  any  Share  among 
them  5  It  appears  from  another  Lav/,  this  was 
Deut.x.9.  meant  of  the  whole  Tribe  of  Levi ,  Wherefore 
Levi  hath  no  Part  nor  Inheritance  with  his 
Brethren :  And  yet  our  Author  fays  it  muL 
Mor.Phil.be  further  conflder’d,  “  That  this  Spiritual 
V.iii-353-  cc  T~nb~  or  Hierarchy,  w'ere  not  limited  by 
“  the  original  Grant,  fo  as  never  to  increafe 
“  their  Inheritance  or  Quantity  of  Lands: 
For  which  Affertion  we  have  only  our  Au¬ 
thor’s  own  Word.  To  which  therefore  it 
might  be  fuflicient  to  anfwer,  that  they  were 
limited  by  the  original  Grant  not  to  increafe 
their  Quantity  of  Lands.  Yet  as  there  is  a 
Law,  which  feme  have  understood,  as  if  a 
Field  devoted  was  appointed  to  be  the  rollei- 
fion  of  the  Priefts  for  ever,  let  the  true  Mean- 


bc  more  diftinitly  confider  d. 
be  T  .aw  are  thefe  :  But  the 


The  Queltion  is,  What  Foflefiion  the  Prief  i& 
were  to  have  in  a  devoted  Field  ?  According  to. 
17.18,19.  this  Law,  TheJanclifyingaFteld ,  0riuhei^ 
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holy  unto  the?  Lord  as  a  Field  devoted,  is  dif- 
tinbtly  explain’d  to  mean,  that  it  was  fubjedt 
to  the  Payment  of  a  Sum  of  Money,  on  the 
Payment  of  which  it  was  redeemed,  and  re- 

j 

turned  to  be  the  Property  of  its  former  Owner. 

The  Poffedion  of  the  Frieds  then  in  fuch 
Lands,  was  only  as  a  Sort  of  Mortgage,  for 
the  Payment  of  a  Sum  of  Money,  the  Eq  vy 
of  Redemption  always  remaining  with  the 
Proprietor.  Whatever  Fade  if,  on  the  Priefts 
■were  to  have  by  this  Law,  it  ought  to  be  un- 
derllood  confident  with  the  other  Laws,  that 
Levi  was  to  have  no  Fart  or  Inheritance  with 
his  Brethren  3  and  the  Inheritance  of  the  Chil-  Numb. 
dren  of  lfrael  jhall  not  remove  from  Tribe  to  xxxvh  7 
Tribe  3  and  the  Landfall  not  be  fold  for  ever.  Lev.  xxv 
It  is  obfervable,  that  this  Field  is  fuppos’d  to  23- 
go  out  at  the  j  ubilee,  But  the  Field  when  it 
goeth  out  at  the  jubilee.  This  Lav/  then  di¬ 
rects  how  this  Field  is  to  go  out  at  the  Jubilee, 
but  does  not  enact,  it  is  never  to  go  out  at  all , 
or  that  it  was  given  in  Mortmain  to  the  Priefts, 
and  their  Heirs  for  ever.  The  plain  Intention 
of  this  Law  Teems  to  be  this,  that  whereas  at 
the  Jubilee,  Lands  return’d  to  the  Proprietors 
free,  without  Ccniideration  of  any  Incum¬ 
brances  they  might  be  charg’d  with  before  the 
Jubilee,  yec  a  Field  that  was  landlihed  or  de¬ 
voted  fhould,  notwithftanding  the  Jubilee,  dill 
remain  fubjedt  to  the  Price  of  Pvedemption : 

The  Podeffion  of  it  was  to  be  the  Frieds,  as 
before  the  Jubilee;  the  Equity  of  Redemption 

re- 
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remaining  alfo  as  it  was  before  ;  fo  that  in  this 
Cafe  the  Jubilee  neither  extinguifh’d  the  Claim 
of  the  Priefts  to  a  Price  of  Redemption,  nor 
the  Claim  of  the  Proprietor  to  the  Equity  of 
Redemption. 

This  gives  a  clear  Meaning  to  the  Law,  con¬ 
fident  with  the  other  Laws  concerning  Inhe¬ 
ritances  ;  when  to  fuppofe  this  Law  gave  a 
perpetual  Inheritance  to  the  Priefts,  is  incon- 
fiflent  with  the  other  Laws,  and  even  with 
this  Law  itfelf. 

There  is  one  thing  more  our  Author  often 
repeats,  that  the  Levitts  were  to  the  Number 
of  the  other  Tribes,  but  as  one  to  forty.  This 
Affertion  is  founded  upon  the  Number  of  the 
Male  Levitts ,  from  a  Month  old  and  upwards, 
Num.  iii.  which  came  to  Twenty-two  thoufand,  when 
39 ‘  the  Number  of  the  Males  in  the  other  Tribes 
amounted  to  Six  hundred  thoufand.  Others 
befides  our  Author  have  been  milled,  I  think, 
into  a  confiderable  Error,  by  miftaking  the 
Nature  of  this  Poll ;  I  fhall  therefore  take 
this  Occafion  to  offer  fomething  to  the  Rea¬ 
der,  which,  I  hope,  may  ferve  to  rectify  this 
Miftake.  It  is  taken  for  granted  by  many, 
that  this  Poll  of  the  Levites  included  all  the 
Males,  of  what  Age  foever,  from  the  eldeft  to 
the  youngeft  ;  and  therefore  that  there  were 
no  more  Males  in  the  whole  Tribe  of  Levi 
than  thefe  Twenty-two  thoufand.  But  on  a 
clofer  Examination  of  the  Context,  it  appears 
to  me  quite  other  wife,  and  that  it  includes 
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only  fuch  Males  of  the  Levites  as  were  under 
die  Age  of  Service  at  the  Tabernacle  j  and 
that  all  Levites  above  the  Age  of  Service  were 
not  included  in  it. 

It  is  at  firft  View  very  improbable,  that  a 
thirteenth  Tribe  fhould  make  but  a  fortieth 
Part  of  the  other  Twelve  :  But  to  let  that 
pafs,  there  are  conclufive  Reafons,  in  the 
Context  itfelf,  which  require  us  to  underftand 
it,  with  fome  reafonable  Limitations. 

The  Defign  of  this  Poll,  was  to  fet  the 
Males  of  the  Levites  againft  the  Firft-born  of 
the  Ifraelites ,  As  the  Lord  had  taken  the  Le-  Num.  iii. 
vites  from  among  the  Children  of  Ifrael ,  inftead12' 
of  all  the  Firjl-born.  To  anfwer  then  this  De¬ 
sign,  and  to  know  how  many  of  the  Firft- 
born  of  Ifrael  were  to  be  redeem’d,  as  being 
above  the  Number  of  the  Levites ,  who  were 
taken  inftead  of  them,  there  is  an  Order  in 
the  very  fame  Words  to  take  the  Number  of 
all  the  Firft-born  among  the  Children  of  Ifrael , 
and  all  the  Firft-born  Males ,  by  the  Number  of  Ver.  43. 
Names ,  from  a  Month  old  and  upwards ,  of  thofe 
that  were  numbered ,  of  them  were  Twenty-two 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventy-three. 

It  is  evident  this  Number  from  a  Month  old 
and  upward,  muft  be  with  a  Limitation  to 
fome  certain  Age,  and  could  not  include  the 
whole  Six  hundred  thoufand  of  Military  Age, 
together  with  all  the  Males  who  were  under 
that  Age  5  for  if  there  were  only  Twenty- two 
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thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventy  -three  Firft- 
born,  there  muft  have  been  Five  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty- 
feven  younger  Sons,  not  including  thofe  that 
were  under  Military  Age,  the  Number  of  Fa¬ 
thers  of  Families  being  fappos’d  equal  to  the 
Firft-born  :  Hence  every  Marriage  having  a 
Firft-born  with  younger  Sons,  would  on  this 
Reckoning  give  twenty-five  Sons,  and  with  a 
Proportion  of  Daughters,  would  give  above 
fifty  Children  to  every  Marriage  throughout 
all  Ifrnel ;  a  Circumftance,  not  only  impro¬ 
bable,  but  highly  incredible.  Some  Limita- 
tion  therefore  is  neceffary,  which  makes  this 
Poll  of  the  Levites  no  Foundation  from  whence 
to  conclude  any  certain  Proportion  between 
them  and  the  other  Tribes. 

There  is  beiides  another  Evidence  in  the 
Context,  to  confirm  this  Intepretation.  The 
Levites  are  order’d  to  be  number’d  in  another 
Manner,  from  thirty  Years  to  fifty,  all  that 
enter  into  the  Hoft  to  do  the  Work  in  the 
Tabernacle  of  the  Congregation  ;  now  this 
Number  was  Eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
eighty  :  Hence  it  will  appear,  if  there  were 
Eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty  Le¬ 
vites  of  an  Age,  between  thirty  and  fifty, 
there  muft  have  been  a  far  greater  Number 
than  Twenty-two  thoufand  of  every  Age  : 
For  if  all  the  Levites  of  every  Age  were  no 
more  than  Twenty-two  thou&nd,  and  yet  the 

Jjvites 
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Levites  between  the  Age  of  thirty  and  fifty, 
were  Eight  thoufand  four  hundred  ai.d  eighty, 
it  would  be  a  Proportion  never  known  in  the 
World,  and  contrary  to  all  Experience.  There 
appears  then  no  fufficient  Grounds  from  this 
Text,  or  from  any  other  Realons  1  have  ever 
met  with,  to  fix  the  Levites  at  a  fortieth  Part, 
tho’  the  M.  P.  argues  upon  it  all  along,  as  if 
it  was  an  evident  Proportion,  when  there  is 
no  Reafon  to  prove  it,  when  there  are  feveral 
Reafons  to  difprove  it. 

To  take  Leave  of  our  Author,  I  fhall  not 
enter  far  into  an  Examination  of  his  Notion, 

4  ‘  That  the  Hebrews  had  a  Duality  of  Divine  Mor.Phii: 

Perfons,  or  Objedts  of  Adoration  and  Wor-  ^•^i,3S4; 
<c  (hip,  the  one  inferior  and  fubordinate  to 
<£  the  other,  which  he  thinks  is  evident  from 
4  4  all  the  Books  of  Mofes ;  or  that  befide  Je- 
“  hovah  Elohim ,  they  had  the  Angel  Jehovah  j 
-tc  and  that  this  Angel  of  Jehovah  was  not  Je- 
<c  hovah  Eljhaddai ,  or  the  Supreme  God,  he 
tc  adds,  is  too  plain  to  be  difputed  with  any 
“  the  leail;  Appearance  of  Reafon.”  It  may 
not,  however,  be  improper  to  take  notice  how 
little  Ground  there  is  for  any  fuch  Notion,  or 
therefore  for  any  Confequences  our  Author 
jnay  defign  to  draw  from  it. 

I  was  not  a  little  furpriz’d  to  find  our  Author 
fo  pofitive,  in  afierting  w7hat  does  not  feem 
plain  to  himfelf  in  other  Parts  of  his  Argu¬ 
ment,  and  of  which  I  conceive  he  has  given 
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us  a  quite  contrary  Account  in  other  Places  of 

his  Book. 

Mor.Phil.  He  himfelf  obferves,  <c  The  Angel  Jehovah 
v.iii.3 1 4,  “  had  never  been  known  under  that  Name, 
3I>'  “  till  the  Time  of  Mofes  j  for  tho’  the  fame 

<c  Angel  had  often  appear’d,  walk’d  up  and 
<c  down,  and  convers’d  with  Men  before,  yet 
“  he  had  never  till  now  taken  the  Name  of 
<c  Jehovah,  which  was  peculiar  to  the  Supreme 
iC  Being  :  But  Mofes  now  firfi:  deify ’d  this  An- 
<£  gel,  becaufe  he  mull:  have  a  local,  tutelar, 
“  oracular  God,  and  could  not  have  govern’d 
<c  the  World  without  it.”  <c  And  the  Ifrae- 
“  lites,  from  the  Days  of  Mofes ,  believ’d  their 
<c  national  tutelar  God  to  be  Jehovah ,  or  the 
“  Supreme  God.” 

If  it  was  fo  plain  from  all  the  Books  of 
Mofes ,  that  it  cannot  be  difputed  with  any  the 
leaft  Appearance  of  Reafon,  as  our  Author  is 
pleas’d  to  fay  in  one  Place,  that  the  Angel  Je¬ 
hovah  was  not  the  Supreme  God,  how  comes 
it  to  pafs,  that  our  Author  himfelf  fhould  fo 
plainly  find  in  the  fame  Books  of  Mofes ,  that 
he  taught  the  Hebrews^  and  all  the  Ifraelites 
believed  this  their  national  tutelar  God,  to  be 
Jehovah ,  or  the  Supreme  God.  Thus  then, 
according  to  our  Author,  Mofes  taught,  thus 
the  Hebrew  Church  believ’d,  that  their  God, 
whom  alone  they  worfhipp’d,  was  the  Supreme 
God.  Does  it  appear  from  hence,  that  all  the 
Writings  of  Mofes  plainly  fhew,  and  that  it 

cannot 
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cannot  be  difputed  with  any  the  lead:  Appear¬ 
ance  of  Reafon,  that  the  Hebrews  had  a  Dua¬ 
lity  of  Divine  Perfons,  Beings,  or  Objects  of 
Adoration  and  Worfhip,  the  one  fubordinate 
and  inferior  to  the  other  ?  Till  our  Author 
(hall  be  pleafed  to  anfwer  himfelf,  his  Notion 
mud;  remain,  by  his  own  Evidence,  contrary 
to  the  Dodtrine  of  Mofes ,  to  the  Faith  and 
Worfhip  of  the  Hebrew  Church. 

MoJ'es ,  it  is  plain,  taught  the  Hebrews  the 
God  they  worfhipp’d  was  Jehovah  ;  that  this 
Jehovah  was  one  Being,  not  a  Duality  of  Be¬ 
ings,  one  Objedt  of  Adoration  and  Worfhip, 
not  two. 

The  Dodtrine  of  Mofes  was  plainly  this ; 

Hear ,  0  lfrael ,  the  Lord  our  God  is  one  Lord ,  Deut.vi. 
in  the  original  Hebrew ,  Jehovah  our  Elohim  is 
one  Jehovah ;  not  according  to  our  Author’s 
groundlefs  Imagination,  two  Jehovahs ,  one 
the  Angel  Jehovah ,  the  other  Jehovah  Elohim. 

It  is  fo  conftantly  the  Language  of  the  Hebrew 
Church,  that  befides  Jehovah  their  God , 
there  is  no  God ;  that  they  were  to  have  no 
other  God  before  him  j  or  that  they  were  on  no 
Account  to  acknowledge  or  worfhip  any  other 
God  befides  him ,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  offer  any 
thing  in  Proof  of  it. 

Had  our  Author  attended  to  one  Meaning 
of  the  Word  Angel  in  the  Hebrew  Language, 
he  would  likely  have  laid  no  Strefs  at  all  upon 
■what  he  ufes  as  the  only  Argument  in  Sup- 
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port  of  his  Imagination,  contrary  to  the  Faith 
and  Worfhip  of  the  whole  Hebrew  Church, 
who  worfhipp’d  no  God  but  Jehovah ,  who  be¬ 
liev’d  Jehovah  their  God  was  one  Jehovah. 

“  But,  fays  our  Author,  Jacob  on  his 
“  Death-bed,  while  he  is  bleffing  his  Sons, 
“  and  taking  his  Leave  of  them,  he  invokes 
XSTis.  “  both  God  and  the  Angel  diftin&ly  and  fe- 
l6,  “  parately,  yet  both  the  one  and  the  other 

tc  directly  and  immediately.”  It  is  here  taken 
for  granted,  that  the  Word  Angel  mu  ft  mean 
fome  proper  intelligent  Being,  or  Spirit ,  and 
that  therefore  an  Angel  of  Jehovah  muft  mean 
a  diflincl  Spirit  from  Jehovah  ;  therefore,  to  be 
hire,  fubordinate  and  inferior  to  Jehovah, whole 
Agent  and  Minifter  he  is. 

But  our  Author  had  not  confider’d,  that 
according  to  the  Hebrew  Language,  not  only 
intelligent  Beings  or  Spirits  are  called  Angels, 
but  moreover  every  thing  that  either  notifies 
any  Meffage  from  God,  or  executes  the  Will 
of  God  ;  in  particular,  all  vifible Appearances  in 
material  Symbols  are  called  the  Angel  of  Jeho¬ 
vah.  Thus  the  Elements  of  the  World,  Fire 
Pf.  cir.  4.  and  Air,  Winds  and  Storms,  are  in  the  Stile 
of  the  Hebrew  Language,  Angels.  In  parti¬ 
cular,  the  Shechinah ,  or  material  Symbol  of 
Glory,  and  the  Oracle,  or  audible  Voice  from 
thence,  are  in  the  Hebrew  Stile,  Angels  of  the 
Exoa.  iii.  Lord.  Thus  the  Shechinah ,  when  Mofes  faw 
2. 4-  the  Fire  in  the  Bufh,  and  the  Oracle  or  Voice 
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he  heard  from  thence,  are  called  the  Angel  of 
the  Lord  :  For  it  was  Jehovah  himfelf  who  in 
this  Appearance  faw  Mofes ,  and  called  upon 
him,  himfelf  indeed  invisible  :  So  that  the  vi¬ 
able’  Angel  which  MoJ'es  faw,  was  the  vifible 
Appearance,  for  that  alone  could  be  the  Angel 
which  appear’d  to  the  Sight  of  Mofes.  And 
thus  the  Shechinah  which  condu&ed  the  Ijrae- 
lites  in  the  Pillar  and  Cloud  of  Fire,  is  called 
the  Angel  of  the  Lord  :  It  is  faid  that  Jeho¬ 
vah  went  before  them  by  Day  in  a  Pillar  of  a  Ex.  xljj. 
Cloud ,  to  lead  them  the  Way ,  and  by  Night  in  a21' 
Pillar  of  Fire.  When  this  Pillar  ot  Cloud 
changed  its  Place,  and  went  from  before  their 
Face,  and  flood  behind  them,  it  is  faid,  And 
the  Angel  of  God  which  went  before  the  Camp  x,v‘  *9 
of  Ifrael,  removed  and  went  behind  them . 

It  is  by  no  Means  then  neceffary,  that  Je¬ 
hovah. ,  and  the  Angel  of  Jehovah ,  mufl  needs 
mean  two  diflindt  Spirits ,  the  one  God  himfelf, 
the  other  a  minifiring  Spirit,  or  Guardian  Angel ; 
fince  it  is  plain,  that  when  Jehovah  himfelf 
appear’d  in  a  Cloud  of  Fire,  that  Cloud  of  Fire, 
or  that  vilible  Appearance,  the  Symbol  of  his 
Prefence,  was  the  Angel  that  appear’d.  I  leave 
to  the  Reader  to  infer  how  much  this  takes  off 
from  our  Author’s  only  Argument  to  prove  a 
Duality  of  Perfons,  Being,  or  Objedls  of  Ado¬ 
ration  and  Worfhip,  the  one  inferior  and  fub- 
ordinate  to  the  other.  This  will  alfo  fhew, 
what  little  Reafon  our  Author  had,  from  any 
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of  thefe  Appearances,  to  conclude,  that  Je¬ 
hovah,  the  God  of  Ifrael ,  was  a  local,  circum- 
fcriptive,  vilible,  and  oracular  God.  Where 
does  he  find,  that  Mofes  ever  taught,  or  the 
Hebrew  Church  ever  believ’d,  that  Jehovah 
was  properly  either  a  local,  circumfcriptive,  or 
vifible  Being.  Solomon ,  who  underflood  the 
Dodtrines  and  Worfhip  of  the  Hebrew  Church 
much  better  than  our  Moral  Philofopher,  thus 
fpeaks  of  Jehovah ,  the  Objedt  of  their  Wor- 
2  Clu-on.  fhip  :  But  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with 
\i.  Men  on  Earth?  Behold ,  Heaven ,  the  Heaven  of 
Heavens  cannot  contain  thee ;  how  much  left 
this  Houfe  which  I  have  built  !  Hearken 
therefore  unto  the  Supplications  of  thy  Servant , 
and  of  thy  People  Ifrael ,  which  they  fall  make 
towards  this  Place ;  hear  thou  from  thy  dwelling 
Place ,  even  from  Heaven-,  and  when  thou  hear  e [l, 
forgive . 

Does  this  Prayer  of  Solomm  confider  Jeho¬ 
vah,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  the  only  Objedt  of 
their  Worfhip,  as  a  local  circumfcriptive  God, 
whofe  Prefence  was  confin’d  to  the  Temple  ? 
Does  it  not  in  the  firongefl  Manner  reprefent 
Jehovah  the  only  Objedt  of  their  Worship,  as 
a  Being  whom  the  Heaven  of  Heavens  could 
not  contain,  who  was  to  hear  in  Heaven,  his 
dwelling  Place,  the  Frayers  which  fhould  be 
made  to  him  at  the  Temple. 

Jehovah  is,  in  his  own  Nature  as  a  Spirit, 
invifible,  and  fo  is  every  other  Spirit,  for  the 
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fame  Reafon,  becaufe  it  is  a  Spirit,  invifible 
too  :  What  can  properly  be  vifible,  is  only 
fome  material  Objed  of  material  Senfe  and 
Sight.  To  fee  any  Spirit  whatfoever,  mull  be 
-  a  figurative  and  metaphorical  Expreffion,  to 
difcern  by  fome  Sign,  Mark,  cr  Effects,  the 
Prefence  of  a  Spirit.  Thus  the  She  china  h , 
the  known  Place  of  the  Prefence,  or,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Hebrew  Matters,  the  Locus  prefentice 
&  commorationis ,  was  local  and  circumfcrip- 
tive,  vifible  and  oracular,  when  the  Heaven 
of  Heavens  could  not  contain  Jehovah ,  when 
no  Eye  had  feen,  or  poffibly  could  properly  fee 
the  invifible  God,  nor  indeed  any  other  proper 
Spirit,  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  reprefent 
him,  any  more  than  the  invifible  God  him- 
felf.  If  our  Author,  according  to  his  Advice 
to  me,  will  keep  ftridly  to  the  Nature  and 
Conftitution  of  the  Law  itfelf,  he  will  find 
*  his  Notion  of  I  know  not  what  Guardian  An¬ 
gel,  a  local,  circumfcriptive,  vifible,  oracular 
God,  is  not  only  without  Foundation,  but 
diredly  contrary  to  the  Doctrines  of  Mofes , 
to  the  Faith  and  Worth  ip  of  the  Hebrew 
Church. 

I  take  occafion  to  mention  this  Caution,  the 
rather  becaufe  our  Author  has  fo  very  often 
forgot  it  in  this  Argument ;  to  give  one  fur- 
prizing  Inftance  of  it.  I  had  obferv’d,  Mofes 
made  no  Provifion  of  Wealth  or  Power  for 
his  own  Pofterity,  but  had  barr’d  them,  by  the 
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Conftitution,  from  having  any  Share  in  the 
Honour,  Power,  or  Wealch,  even  of  the 
Priefts  3  that  they  were  made  incapable  of  the 
Dignity  and  Authority  of  the  High  Prieft, 
whatever  that  might  be.  Dr.  Leland  had 
made  the  fame  Observation,  to  (hew  the  great 
Dihntereflednefsof  Mofes ,  and  how  far  he  was 
from  any  worldly  ambitious  Views.  This  be¬ 
ing  an  Obfervation  in  Favour  of  Mofes ,  the 
M.  P.  did  not  like,  he  is  refolv’d  to  remove 
it  out  of  his  Way 3  and  the  more  effectually  to 
do  fo,  determines  Mofes  (hall  have  no  Pofterity 
to  provide  for.  He  therefore  tells  Dr.  Leland y 
tc  That  he  doubts  he  has  given  a  mere  Fiction 
“  of  his  own,  as  a  Piece  of  true  Hiftory  5  ” 
and  roundly  afferts,  “  That  Mofes  had  two 
“  Sons  living,  or  any  Iffue  or  Defcendant  from 
‘  c  them  when  he  died,  is  not  faid  3  and  the 
“  contrary  is  exceeding  probable,  and  almoft 
sc  certain  from  the  Story  itfelf.”  On  this  the 
M.  P.  proceeds  to  tell  us  another  Story,  much 
to  this  Purpofe,  “  That  Mofes  divorc’d  his  firft 
“  Wife,  and  thereby  difclaim’d  the  Woman 
<c  and  her  Children:”  And,  as  he  continues 
his  Tale,  cc  When  Mofes  deftroy’d  the  Midi- 
cc  anites,  this  was  the  Country  in  which  Mofes 
{(  had  been  fuccour’d,  nourifh’d,  and  gene- 
cc  roufiy  treated  forty  Years,  from  which  he 
tc  had  taken  his  Wife,  and  who  muft  now 
{C  have  perifh’d  with  her  Children,  and  the 
‘f  whole  Family,  as  many  of  them  as  were 
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iC  now  remaining ;  and  now,  I  hope,  adds 
“  the  M.  P.  I  have  furnifh’d  our  Author  with 
tc  -a  very  clear  lnflance  of  the  perfect  Difm- 
"  tereftednefs.  Gratitude,  human  Compaffion, 

<c  and  natural  Affection  of  his  Divine  Con- 
c<  queror.”  Will  not  the  Reader  receive  this 
Tale  with  fome  Indignation,  when  he  fhall 
perceive  that  the  Family  of  Mofes  could  not 
poflibly  have  perifh’d  with  the  Midianites , 
whom  the  Hebrews  cut  off,  and  when  there 
is  indifputable  Evidence  that  MoJ'es  had  a  nu¬ 
merous  Pofterity  in  the  Days  of  David.  For 
the  Midianites ,  whom  MoJ'es  destroy'd,  were 
a  different  People,  defcended  from  different 
Parents,  inhabiting  a  Country  far  diftant  from 
the  Midianites ,  who  were  Jethros  Country¬ 
men,  from  whom  Mofes  had  taken  his  Wife. 

The  Midianites  whom  MoJ’es  deftroy’d,  were  Calmet. 
Inhabitants  of  Canaan ,  to  the  Eaft  of  Jordan ,  Madian- 
.  where  the  Hebrew  Army  then  was.  The 
Midianites  of  Jethro  were  Inhabitants  of  A- 
rabia ,  to  the  Eaft  of  the  Red  Sea  ;  fo  that 
the  whole  Defert  of  Arabia  to  the  South,  and 
a  confiderable  Length  of  the  Eaftern  Courfe 
of  the  Red  Sea ,  were  between  the  Hebrew 
Army  and  them.  This  our  Author  might 
eafily  have  known,  a  very  eminent  Defcription 
of  the  Geography  of  the  Antients  having  par- 
?  ticularly  pointed  it  out.  I  fhall  give  the  Rea¬ 
der  the  very  Words,  that  it  may  not  pafs  for 
a  Fi&ionj  at  leaft  of  my  own  3  Vides  hinc  duas 
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Ceiiarii  urbes ,  nomine  Madian,  five  Midian ,  a  gent e  fua , 
v'li  '677. Z7Z  partes  divifa ,  w/  illius  auSlore ,  z'to  zzo- 

minatas ;  nnafuit  in  meridie ,  poy?  rubrum  mare , 
altera,  ab  oriente ,  ad  Moabitin ,  e?  Arnonem  : 
Piioris  fait  uxor  Mojis  Zippora  Pofterioris 
Madianitides ,  Jfraelitas  in  idtima  manfione ,  zzz/ 
fee  das  voluptates ,  £■?  idololatriam  inlicientes. 

As  to  the  FaCt  that  left  Pofterity,  in 
direct  Contradiction  to  our  Author’s  Aftertion, 

<l  That  fo  cruel  and  blood- thirfty  a  Man  was 
<k  not  fuffer’d  to  live  in  his  Pofterity,  or  fur- 
<c  vive  himfelf  in  his  Iftiie,”  it  is  evident  from 
the  Records  of  the  Hebrew  Hiftory  :  iVira> 
i  Chron.  concerning  Mofes  the  Man  oj  God ,  /W  Sc/zj  urr? 

. xx:i^  ?mmed  of  the  Tribe  of  Levi  [or  they  were  polled 
* ’ 1  ’  7’  among  the  Levites ,  when  David  took  this  Poll .] 
The  Sons  of  Mofes  were  Gcrjhom  and  Eliezer : 
Of  the  Sons  of  Gerjhom ,  Shebuel  was  the  Chief 
And  the  Sons  of  Eliezer  were  Rehabiah  the  Chief: 
And  Eliezer  had  no  other  Sons ;  but  the  Sons 
of  Rehabiah  were  very  many.  The  Pofte- 
rity  of  Mofes  were  moreover  in  the  fame  Reign 
cf  David ,  Receivers  of  the  Treafures  of  the 
Dedicate  Things  5  and  he  had  then  a  furviving 
xxm.  24,  Pofterity  from  both  Sons :  And  Shebuel  the  Son 
z°'  of  Gerjhom,  the  Son  of  Mofes ,  was  Ruler  of  the 
Treafures  :  And  his  Brethren  by  Eliezer  ;  Ra- 
ha'bia  his  Son,  and  JeJhaiah  his  Son,  and  for  am 
his  Son,  and  Zichri  his  Son,  and  Shelomith  his 
Son :  Which  Shelomith  and  his  Brethren  were 
ever  all  the  Treafures  of  the  Dedicate  Things . 
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’  fhall  leave  it  to  the  Reader  to  determine, 
how  far  a  Tale  fo  circumltanc’d  as  this  is  re- 
concileable  to  Morality. 

Laftly,  our  Author  prcpofes,  <c  Whether  356. 
“  fuch  a  Scheme  of  Government  was  not  de- 
“  figned  and  calculated  for  univerfal  Empire 
“  and  Dominion,  or  to  enflave  ail  Mankind 
4C  to  this  Nation.”  If  our  Author  will  keep 
ftriCtly  to  the  Nature  and  original  Conflitution 
of  the  Law  itfelf,  and  not  barely  fhew,  I  do 
not  fay  his  Reading,  but,  his  extraordinary 
Invention,  by  amufing  us  with  his  own  Ima¬ 
ginations  inftead  of  Hiftory,  he  may  perceive 
no  fuch  Defign  appears  j  that  every  fuch  At¬ 
tempt  was  impracticable  by  the  Conflitution  : 

For  neither  could  the  Religious  or  Civil  Con¬ 
flitution  admit  of  a  large  Empire,  or  univerfal 
Dominion. 

How,  for  Inftance,  could  all  Mankind  have 
•come  up  three  Times  a  Year  to  Jerufakm , 
to  worfhip  there  ?  How  could  all  occafional 
Sacrifices  have  been  offer’d  on  one  Altar,  in 
one  particular  Place  ?  How  could  the  Priefts 
or  Levites  have  had  their  Refidence,  or  per¬ 
form’d  the  Duties  of  their  Office  at  the  Tem¬ 
ple  or  Tabernacle,  according  to  the  Hebrew 
Conflitution,  when  difpers’d  all  over  the 
World  ?  To  which  of  the  Tribes  muft  new 
Conquefts  have  belong’d  ?  Under  whofe  pro¬ 
vincial  Government  muft  they  have  been 

placed  ?  How  could  Colonies  or  Forces  have 
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been  fent  out  of  the  Holy  Land,  to  keep  in 
Subjedion,  and  govern  any  new  Conquefts, 
that  might  have  been  made  agreeable  to  the 
Conflitution  of  the  Tribes  of  Ifrael ,  which 
were  all  local,  and  bound  by  the  Conflitution 
to  the  Lot  of  their  Inheritance  ?  Whatever 
Conquefts  might  have  been  made  by  Kings, 
to  be  kept  in  Subjedion,  as  the  other  Empires 
did  their  Conquefts,  mull;  foon  have  broke  in 
on  the  Balance  of  the  provincial  Government 
of  the  Tribes,  and  have  ended  in  a  total  Sub- 
verlion  of  the  MoJ'aical  Plan  of  Government. 
Whoever  then  will  confider  the  Hebrew  Go¬ 
vernment  ftridly,  according  to  the  Nature 
and  original  Conflitution  of  the  Law  itfelf,  as 
our  Author  advifes,  will  have  Reafon  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  Defign  of  it  was  to  keep  this 
Nation  a  diftind  People  from  other  Nations, 
to  prefer ve  the  Belief  and  Worlhip  of  the  one 
True  God,  againft  Idolatry,  in  particular  from 
the  Worfhip  of  Demons,  as  Guardian  Angels, 
Protedors  of  Mankind,  and  Inferior  Gods. 
That  yehovah  the  Supreme  God  was  their 
God,  the  only  Objed  of  their  Worfhip,  the 
Protedor  of  this  People,  and  would  continue 
to  be  fo,  if  they  obey’d  his  Laws.  Then 
they  might  hope  with  the  Continuance  of  the 
true  Religion,  the  Continuance  of  their  Civil 
Conflitution,  to  enjoy  National  Liberty, 
Peace,  and  Profperity,  from  a  powerful  and 
kind  Protedion  of  Providence.  But  the  whole 
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Plan  of  the  Hebrew  Government  was  incon- 
fiflent  with  an  univerfal  Empire :  It  mufl 
have  been  new  form’d  and  modell’d  on  a 
quite  contrary  Plan,  before  it  could  encourage 
the  Ifraelites  to  make  any  Conquefls,  or  be¬ 
fore  they  could  have  been  able  to  maintain 
them,  if  at  any  time  they  can  be  fuppos’d 
to  have  made  them  :  For  a  flrong  Army  or 
Colony  of  Hebrews ,  out  of  their  own  Coun¬ 
try,  would  have  been  inconfiflent  with  the 
effential  Laws  of  their  Conflitution,  and  mufl 
very  foon  have  ended  in  the  utter  Subver- 
fion  of  it. 
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J.  A  Difiertation  on  the  Civil  Government  of  the  Hebrews. 
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the  Coloflians,  Philippians,  and  Hebrews  j  after  the  Manner 
of  Mr.  Locke.  To  which  are  annex’d.  Several  Critical  Dif- 
fercations  on  particular  Texts  of  Scripture.  By  the  late  Rev. 
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Mittion.  To  which  is  prefix’d.  An  Anfwer  to  fome  ether  Ob¬ 
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Price  3d. 
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